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PHEFACE. 



About five years ago a new Bengali Vebion 
of the Psalins was printed^ having a new Eng- 
lish Version interpaged with it. The English 
was intended to facilitete and economise the 
the criticising which it was hoped would be be* 
stowed on the Bengali. ' It aimed, accordingly, 
at litll6 mor€J than giving a clear and exact re- 
presentation of what was conceived to be the 
sense of the Hebrew, — that sense which th!e 
Bengali version was meant to exhibit. Through- 
out this translation, wherever the sense of the 
original was doubtful, great deference was 
shown to the Authorized English Version, — 
and, generally, as little change as possible was 
introduced. 

The present tranidation, based on the earlier 
one, differs from it widely in character. The 
trandator has used much greater freedom in 
following his own convictions as to the sense of 
the original ; never, however, deviating from thie 
E. V. iexcept after mature investigation. In 
most stich cases of deviation, th^ notes will be 
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found to supply some ground of reason or au- 
thority for the rendering that has been adopted. 

It may not, perhaps, be out of place for the 
translator to avow, that of the numerous versions 
consulted, those with which he has found his 
own final judgement of controverted passages to 
be most frequently coincident, are those of 
AquiLA, Syhhachus, and Jerome ; Geisr ( in 
Poole's Synopsis J; Delxtzsch and Ebinke ; and 
Mr. Keble, To Calvin and HENOsxENBERa as 
commentators {'m spite of. their frequent wil- 
fulness as interpreters) his obligations have be^i 
constant. In difficult places he has found im- 
portant hdp (hitherto, apparently, uniK>ticed 
by modem annotators ) in the Greek. Caten^a 
edited by Corderius. (See^ e. g.^ on x. 3 ; xix. 4, 
xxxvi. 1, 2. xlv. 6.) 

The notes are chiefly designed to coiifirm, il- 
lustrate, or expand the renderings given in the 
text ; but/ 1 have not hesitated occasionally to 
introduce remarks of a wider bearing, when these 
seemed likely to promote a more vivid appre- 
hension of the purpose of the Psalm. After 
all, that must be a meagre exegesis, which is 
purely formal, and does not enter with real in- 
terest into the subject-matter of the book it is 
dealing with. 

I would add that this work has advanced 
pari passu with the labours of the Coomiittee no- 



PREFACE, Vll 

minated by the Bishop, in 1861, to carry through 
the press the Bengali version authorized to be 
used in churches. It is only an act pf justice 
in me to ^acknowledge, tiutt, but for questions 
raised during the sittings of that Committee, 
several passages, on which eventually many 
hours of thought have been expended, might 
have received comparatively slight attention. 

May He> who moved the hearts of holy men^ 

iteee thoiisand yekrs ago, tobffer Him fiUiArpure 

and enlightened devotion, while all the Earth 

.ground waa covei^d ^with ^kikncMS^/l^ pl^ii^E^ 

bless "every honest endeavouii^io reproduce these 

liymus.in a land where polytheism is 'still dom- 

inaat. And may the day ^ibonUy arrive, when 

He shall give actuality tcy the bright visions dis- 

^played to the seers of Israel,;— when ^* He shall 

Jay bare .His . r^hteousness in the. ^ght . of the 

nations, and aM^ tiie endfi^of ^er Sartii shall joee 

the Salvation of Qon:\ 



WM the hook of Ptahra he was partieularly eonvermnt, and 
iPC^9(nMetime9etifUii,*<^hindleofin^h thcU auffht io lie day 
and night in the boeom,^ — ** Scarce c^ line in that eacred Fsaker,^* 
iffritee hie r^hew, ^ that hath passed vfithout the stroke of his pen^ 

car 

Pearoon's Life of Abp. LBiaHTON ; p. c^* 



: Wh«n Jf/rst began uttentiffeHy to read the Scriptwre^ and^ (aeeord- 
mg to my, custom^ when Jr^ boohs whereof 1 have apfronMfng 
expectation^) to^ mark in the margin the passages that seemed to 
deserve a peculiar notice or reflexion^ I marked but Kev^e and there 
eomevereesin a chapter'; hUwhentitpcm greater ftm/iUarity with the 
idi<^Hm^l^if^'^<!ind.the(i^ioablenes8 of Scriptwre^ I came to 
re-surv^ it, I then in some places marked the whole chapter, and in 
most others left muchfetoer texts than before wnfu/mished with some 
mark of refsrence. And whereas, at fky entrance, I took evan> i^ 
ehoiceetpari of tl^ Bible to beatbest butUke some Indim profifnc^ 
wherein, though mines andgeme were more abundant than in other 
countries, yet they were but sparingly to be 7net with, here and 
there; after a competent stay, my enswiwg perusais presented it to 
me, if not as a royal jewel made of gdd a/tad predous stones, yet 
(which is gloriouser) Uke Aaron^s breastplate ; a sacred jewel, the 
particular instructions for which were given by God Himself, and 
which besides the various number ofjlaming gems, set in fine gold 
and placed in a mysterious order, was ennobled by that JJ«SM-y^ 
Thuioom, wherein Ood vouchsafed to reveal Himself to mM'tals, 

, This experiment keeps me from wondering to find in 

the inured poei^s description of the man he attributes blessedness 
to, that his CHEFHETZ, ** his DEuaHT isinthelaw of the Lord, and 
in His law will he meditate day and night.** 

BOBEBT BoTLE, On the style of the Holy Scriptures. 



PSALM L A 

1 Happy Ae man 
That has not walked in the counsel ^ of the wicked, 
And has not stood in ihe way of sinners. 
And has not sate in the seat of scomers.^ 

% But in the law of the Lobd is his delight, 
And in His law he meditates day and night 

3 And he shall be as a tree planted by streams of water, 
Which 'yields its fruit in its .season 

And whose leaf withers not : — 

And in all that he does he shall prosper.^ 

4 Not so are the wicked, 

But like ehafF which the wind scatters. 

^ This first Psalm introduces ns to the two ehaxacters, which 
meet us in so onany diyersified forms ihroaghout the whole book 
of Bsalms ;— the rigkteouBy who humbly studies and foUows God's 
Tevealed will ; and the wicM, who turns away from, or rejects, it. 
1 i. #. has never entered into their- views and projects or^ 
ways of thinking. See 2 Chron. xxii. 6. 

' Men who set at nought all religious or moral obligation. Men 
of no principle, Cp. Prov. xzi. 24. ^ As for the presumptuous, 
arrogant^ man,— >icor»er is Ms name ; he acts with ferocity of pre- 
sumption." For examples of the ' so<»iier,' see Isai. v. 19. Jer. xviL 
16. MaL iiL 13. The LXX. have Xo/^w*' :— ^ymm. x^iua<rrai» :^ 
Jerome ; " derisorum.'' 

> Josh. L 8 (to which v. 2 manifestly alludes) is decisive as to 
the construction. 



2 PSALMS. [ I. II. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand up* in the judg- 

ment,* 
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous ; 

6 For the Lord knows* the way of the righteous, 
But the way of the wicked shall perisL'^ 

< but sink down, abashed and self-condemned. Cp. Ps. xxiv. 3. 
cxxx. 3. Mai. iii. 2. LXX. avatfr^tfovra/, ViUff. and ./er., resurgent. 
ChcUd, " shall not be acquitted." Corderius, " Cadent eawd sud" 

5 The Chaldee has : " In the great day." 

fi t. c. " keeps His eye upon," " takes note oi," " cares for," " ha» 
a loving regard towards." Cp. Nahum i. 7. 

7 and come to nothing. Ps. cxii. 10. 



PSALM ILA 

1 Why rage the nations,^ 

And the peoples* meditate' vanity ?* 

2 Earth's kings set themselves, 
And princes have plotted together, 
Against the Lord and against His anointed ; 

A The contrast, to which we were introduced in the preceding 
Psalm, is here depicted in its highest, and most concentrated, 
form : — ^rebellion against God and His Son. — ^In 4 MSS. of Kenni- 
cott and 3 of De Kossi, Psalms i and ii are joined together. 
Some MSS. of Acts xiii. 33 read "in the first psalm." The Tal- 
mud remarks that the "first psalm" begins and ends with 
^askret/** : (see i. 1 and ii. 12.) 

1 Ooyim : used especially of the heathen nations. Cp. Isai 
zlix. 6. Deut. xxxii. 43. 

* Lmmmim; ^^ Masses of people." Used in parallelism with 
^^gcyim^^ Ps. xliv. 2, 14. cv. 44. Isaiah xxxiv. 1. etc. 

* In contrast with the " mediiates" of Ps. i. 2. 

* i, e. vain schemes, that must miscarry and come to nothing. 
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3 " Let us burst in sunder their bands 
And hurl away from us their cords/' 

4 He who sits in Heaven shall laugh, 
T3ie Lord shall deride them. 

5 Then^ shall He speak to them in His anger, 
And in His wrath confound them ; 

6 " And as for me, I have established* my King 
" On Zion, my holy mount^" 

7 I will announce the decree ; 

The Lord said to me — " My son art Thou, 
" I, even I, have to-day begotten Thee. 

8 " Ask of me 

" And I will give the nations for Thy inheritance, 
" And the ends of the earth for Thy domain. 

9 ^' Thou shalt shiver them with a rod of iron, 

^' And crush them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

10 And now, ye kings, act wisely. 
Take warning, ye judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord with fear, 
And rejoice with trembling ; 

12 Ess* the Son^, lest He be angry and you perish on 

the way : 

* At that very moment, — ^while they are conspiring against 
Him. 

« Or, "appointed,'' "constituted." Jer, « ordinavi." E. V. "set." 
M, Bertrcmd, " sacrd." Others (including Symmachus) " anointed :" 
but this meaning cannot be proved. 

^ J, H, MichlieUs: "mount of my sanctuary." 

* i. e. do homage to Him. See 1 Kings xix. 18. Job xxxi. 27. 
Hos. xiii. 2. 

* Bar, as in Prov. xxxi. 2. Even Gesenius, De Wette, Rosenmul- 
ler, &c assign this meaning to the word : as did Aben-Ezra of old. 

B 2 
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For soon" will His anger blaze. — 

Oh happy all that put their trust in Him I^' 

w " Shortly :" as in Ps. Ixxxi 15. 

11 The object of this trust most be a Diyine Fnrson. — See Jen^ 
miah xvii. 5—8 : which is a paraphrase of Ps. i. 2, 3, and thus 
serves to bind Psahns i and ii together. 



PSALM m.^ 

A Psalm ofJJavidy during hiaflightfrom his son AUalom. 

1 Ah ! Lord, how are my foemen multiplied I 
Many are rising up against ma 

2 Many are saying to my soul, 

" There is no salvation for him in Grod." Selah^* 

3 Yet Thou, Lord, art a shield^ about me, 
My glory, and the lifter up of my head.* 

4 With my voice to Grod will I call 

And He will answer me from His holy mount. Selah. 

5 I lay down and went to sleep; 

I awoke ; for the Lord sustains me. 

6 I will not be afraid of the myriads of the nation. 
Who have ranged themselves' against me all around. 

7 Stand up, O Lord, save me, my God ; 

A Psalms iii and iv form a pair. — The comfcnrt of David's 
knowing, when surrounded by reydlt» that Qod was on his side. 

i Gen. XV. 1. Deut xxdii. 29. 

* Thou art He who raised me to the throne. See Ps. Itcxijx. 20* 
1 Kings ziv. 7. xvi. 2. Cp. 1 Sam. iL 8. 

^ As in IsaL zjoi 7. * See Ajpptndix II. 



ni. IV. ] PSALMS, 5 

For (heretofore) ^ Thou smotest aD my enemies on the 

jaw;» 
Thou brakest the teeth of ihe wiokecL 
8 Salvation is the Lobd's^ : 

On Thy people be Thy blessing. ' 

* Cp. Pb. iv. 1. 

5 The wild beast, whose jaw is broken, is unable to devour its 
prey. 

* He is the sole poEeessor and dispenser of it. Cp. Jon. ii 10. 
^ Whatever oomes of my individual suffering, let TYlj people be 

blest! 



PSALM IV. 
To the Precentor; on Neginoth.^ A Pealm of David. 

1 Hear me, when I call, Ghxl of my righteousness I ^ 
In straits Thou madest room for me ; 

Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer. 

2 sons of the brave,' how long shall my glory be 

dishonoured ' ? 
How long will ye love vanity * and pursue after false- 
hood ° ? Selah. 

A On this and similar words see App, II. 

1 Not simply (as Gesenius and Hengstenberg) ^My righte- 
ous God ;" but — ^to whom my righteousness is known, on whom 
it rests, by whom it will be vindioated. So^ in xviii 47. zzt. 5. 
zxvii. 9, ''the God of my salvation'* is, the God from whom my 
salvation oomes, with whom it rests. Cp. liz. la '^ God of my 
mercy :" xliiL 2. ** the Gk>d of my defence.** 

« See Ps, xlix. 3. Ldi. 10. Xw^Aar, "liebe Herren." Jer. "Filii 
viri." Ccrdervaey " Viri praestantes et clarL'* 

s The glory, which Qod had given him ; see iii 3. Cp. Ixii. 8. 

4 See on ii 1. 

5 Caeav ; lying hopes ; (as Baj^cocheba after, his defeat was 
called Bar-cozba :)-»r6Sting also on hypocrisy, 2 Sam. xv. 7, 8, 

B 3 
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3 Yetknow, that ihe Lord lias set apart for Himself the 

godly man ; • 
The LoBD will hear, when I call unto Him. 

4 Be angry/ but sin not : Sslah. 

Speak within yonr heart on your couch and be silent. 
6 Sacrifice righteous sacrifices,* 
And trust on the Lord.' 

6 Many are saying, " Who will show us good ?" 
Lift up on us the light of Thy face, Lobd I^"* 

7 Thou hast put gladness in my heart 

Above that of the time when their com and wine in- 
creased.'* 

• Or (as the words are construed by the Sept^ Vvlg,^ Jer^ Lur 
ther, dbo^) ''that God shows special regard to His saint" The 
Chasid is (originally) the man of ifform affection ; but (like *^ pius") 
mostly denotes one who loves Ood, VvJg, and Jer^ sanctum 
suunL LXX. rh Satov auroD. 

T LXX. dgyi^sif^i: — and so Vulg. Probably addressed by David 
to his companions: — " Let not anger hurry you into sin. Fret 
not^ else you may be provoked to do eviL" So BiuMw says : 
"David's companions would probably go out against Absalom 
with angry feelings, indignant at his unnatural rebellion.** 
Others — ^referring it (with less probability) to David's enemies ; — 
** Stand in awe ;** t. e, tremble at the thought ,of opposing God's 
elect. 

8 Lit. ^ sacrifices of righteousness ;*' that is, (as in Deut. 
xzxiii 19, Ps. li. 19,) accompanied by uprightness of intention and 
innocency of life. 

9 ^ And He shall make thy righteousness as dear as the lights 
and thy just dealing as the noon-day." 

10 Cp. the form of Levitical benediction in Numb, vi 24-26. 
—•Absalom is in possession of Jerusalem ; and I and my compan- 
ions are outcasts : but Thou, Lord, canst pour blessing upon us. 

11 For their '}oy was destitute of pious thankfulness, — ^the high- 
est joy of all. Op. Hosea u. 8. Hab. iii 17. 
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8 In peace** will I at once lie down and sleep^ 
For Thou, Lord, alonei* 
Makest me dwell in safeiy.^^ 

i< « The work of righteousness is peaoe ; and the effect of righte- 
ousness quietness and assurance for ever/' Isai. xxzii 17. 

i» "The Lord alone did lead him." Deut. xxxii. 12. 

i* Safety, — ^the covenanted blessing. See Levit. xxv. 18, 19 ; 
Deut. zzxiii 12. ( And compare especially v. 28 of this last 
chapter. — They have the materidt blessing,— com and wine : be 
it mine to realize by faith the higher part of Israel's blessing.) 



PSALM V.A 

To the Precentor : upon Nehilotlu A Psalm of David. 

1 Give ear to my words, Lord, 
Consider my meditation :^ 

2 Attend to the voice of my cry, my King and my Grod, 
For mito Thee will I pray. 

3 Lord, in the morning Thou shalt hear my voice, 
Li the morning will I set in order' for Thee, and will 

look out.* 

4 For Thou art not a God who delights in wickedness, 
Evil shall not sojourn* with Thee ; 

^ Psalms iii and iv were evening hymns : this is a morning 
hymn. — ^Righteousness shall triumph over wickedness. 

^ or, "silent musing." xxxix. 4. Jerome; "intellige murmur 
meum." 

* As wood was set in order for sacrifice : Gen. xxii. 9. Levit. i. 6. 
3 Look out expectantly for His aid. See Hab. ii. 1. Mic. viL 7. 

Lam. iv. 17. 

* or "be received as a guest." 
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5 The boastful shall not stand before Thine eyes^ 
Thou hatest all the workers of iniquity.* 

6 Thou shalt destroy those who speak lies, 

The bloody and guileftd man the Lord will abhor. 

7 And as for me, in the abundance of Thy mercy I will 

enter Thy house ; 
I will bow down toward Thy holy shrine* in rever- 
ence to Thee. 

8 Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness because of my 

adversaries, 
Make leveF Thy way before me. 

9 For there is no sincerity in his mouth. 
Their very heart^ is mischief: 

Their throat is an opened grave,' 
Their tongue they make smooth.^® 
10 Declare their guilt, God I 

Let them fall by their own schemings ; 
Drive them away in the multitude of their transgres- 
sions, 
For against Thee have they rebelled. 

5 As if wickedness were their trade or profession. ( Cp. Hinr 
dostani, "bad-m4asli." Such a term may help us to understand 
more practically the evils David had to struggle with.) 

« The holy tabemade bore the name * heykal,* (strictly " palace^**) 
afterwards given to the Temple, Cp. 1 Sam. i. 9. iii 3. Ps. xxvii. 
4^ a 'f AquilOy 6fid}jifO¥. 

s lit ^ Their interior." LXX. «) xa^d/a aurSiv, 

9 So fatal are their words. Of. Jer. v. ^ "Their quiver is as 
an open sepulchre." 

10 Jerofne, "linguam suam Isevificant." Not confined to flattery. 
It includes all the smooth pretexts and glozing arguments^ with 
which " libertines in all ages have contrived to set a fair appear- 
ance upon mischievous and pernicious practices." (Bp, Hordey ; 
—-who amidst his lax criticism has felicitous remarks.) 
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11 And let all that trust in Thee be glad ; 

Let them ever shout for joy, and protect Thou them ; 
And let those who love Thy name exult in Thee. 

12 For Thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous, 

With loving approval^^ wilt Thou compass him as 
with a shield. 

11 "Complacent regard," "kindly acceptance:" — love felt to- 
wards what we rest in with satisfaction. LXX. sudox/a;. Vvlg. bo- 
ns9 voluntatis. Jer, placabilitatis. 



PSALM VL 

To the Precentor: on NeginoiL Upon SheminUL A 
Psalm of David. 

1 Lord, reprove me not in Thine anger, 
Chastise me not in Thy hot displeasure. 

2 Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am withered 

away,' 
Heal me, Lord, for my bonesare troubled : 

3 Yea my soul is exceeding troubled ; 
But Thou, LoRB, how long*? 

4 Betum, Lord, deliver my soul. 
Save me for Thy mercy's sake. 

5 For there is no mention of Thee in death, 
Li Hades who shall give Thee thanks ? 

6 I am worn out with my groaning ; 
All night I drench my bed, 

1 As a sapless tree or a &ded flower. 

* "This Domine guousque f was Calvin's motto. The most in- 
tense pain under trouble could never extort from him another 
word." (Hengstenberg, in I.) 
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I dissolve my couch with my tears. 

7 My eye is eaten away with grief, 

It is decayed because of all my foes. 

8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity, 

For the Lord has heard the voice of my weeping : 

9 The Lord has heard my supplication, 
The Lord wiU receive my prayer. 

10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and exceedingly 
troubled : 
They shall turn, and be ashamed in a moment 



PSALM VIL 

Shiggaixm of David^ which he sang to the Lord on account 
of Cushf^ the Benjamite. 

1 Lord my God, in Thee have I trusted ; 

Save me from all my persecutors, and rescue me. 

2 Lest he tear, Uke a lion, my soul. 

Rending in pieces, while there is none to rescue. 

3 Lord my Gtod, if I have done this. 
If there be injustice in my hands ; 

4 K I dealt out ill to one who was at peace with me. 
Or spoiled* him who without cause was my foe : — 

5 Let the enemy chase my soul, and overtake it. 
Yea, let him trample my life to the earth. 
And lay my honour in the dust. Selah. 

6 Arise, Lord, in Thine anger. 

Lift up Thyself against the outrages of my foe, 

1 An enigmatical designation, either of Saul, or, as seems pre- 
ferable, of Shimei : see 2 SanL xvi. 7, 8. 

« Cp. Judges xiv. 19. 2 Sam. ii. 21. Aq. dv^fflra<r«. E. V. "Yea, 
I have delivered." 
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And rouse Thyself for me ; for Thou hast (wrdained 
judgement^ 

7 And let the assembly of the peoples surround Thee, 
And above it return Thou on high* ! 

8 The Lord shall judge the nations : — 
Decide my cause, Lord 1 

According to my righteousness, and my integrity 
which is on me.* 

9 Oh, let the evil of the wicked terminate ; 
And vouchsafe to strengthen* the righteous ; 
— For surely a searcher of hearts and reins 
Is Otod the Righteous. 

10 My shield (rests) on God, 
Who saves the upright in heart 

11 God is a righteous judge ; ' 
And God is angry every day. 

12 If a man turn not. He will whet His sword. 
He has stretched His bow and fixed it ; 

» E. V. "awake for me to the judgement Thou hast com- 
manded.*' 

4 After holding this judicial inquiiy among the contending 
crowds, return to Thy lofty Throne and issue Thy Royal Sen- 
tence. ^ As a robe. 

^ So ( I think, with nice discrimination, as regards the tense,) 
M. Bertrand, ( Les Psavmes Disposes ntivcmt le ParaUelume,) 
"Et daigne soutenir les justes." 

T Or ; " God judges the righteous." So E. V. The meaning of 
the text is very well brought out by that addition in the LXX., 
^both strong and patient:" patient, becaicse strong; and, 
because both strong and patient, abiding righteous amidst con« 
tinual provocation : — ** His righteousness, it sustains Him," ( Isai. 
lix. 16.) Cp. Jer. xi. 20. 



12 PSALMS. [ VII, VIII. 

13 For that man He has prepared the shafts of death ; 
He has made His arrows burning. 

14 Lo I he travails with iniquity : 

He conceived mischief, and brings forth a lie.^ 

15 He dug a hole and scooped it out, 
And fell into the pit he made. 

16 His mischief recoils on his own head, 
And his violence descends on his own skull. 

17 I will give thanks to the LoBD according to His 

righteousness, 
And wiU sing to the name of the Lobd Most High. 

• t. ft, what issues in his own disappointment. Op. on iv. 2. 



PSALM VIILA 

To the Precentor : on Gittitk A Psalm of JDamd. 

1 Lord our Lord, 
How glorious is Thy name in all the earth I 

^ God's name glorified on earth for the wondrous love, which 
He, the King of Heaven, has shown to man,-H&ail, mortal, man, — 
in whose concerns He interests Himself and whom He has crown- 
ed with glory and honour as His earthly vicegerent. 

The mention of the heavens is introduced — not as assigning 
the immediate reason why God's name is praised on earth,-*-but 
to deepen the apprehension of that ^ love of God to man," which 
is the subject of the Psalm. 

This Psalm has been too much treated as if it were an isolated 
piece : — though a comparison of " Thy name" in v, 1, with the 
* same in viL 18, and ix. 3, might have suggested a different view. 
The " enemy," too, of v, 3 shows that this Psalm is not to be de- 
tached from the series in which it stands, — the great lyrical dra- 
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— ^Thou who hast set Thy grandeur^ upon the heavens. 
2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings^ hast Thou 
laid a foundation of Power,' 

ma, in which the conflicts of the children of faith and the proud, 
self-asserting, worldling are depicted. Rather this ode is inserted 
(like a chorus in the drama) to answer the question, which sprang 
out of David's representation of his personal history : — ^ But 
does God indeed care for man?" How natural this order of 
thought was, will be evident on a comparison of Ps. cxliv. 2, 3 ; 
and from the exclamation in 2 Sam. vii 19, ^ Is this the man- 
ner of man, (horodam,) O Lord Gk)d T 

For some further remarks on this Psalm, see Appendix I. § 1. 

1 Or, " who hast bestowed Thy majesty :" — so the phrase is 
actually rendered by K V. in 1 Chron. xxix. 26. « The Lord magni- 
fied Solomon exceedingly and besttnoed vpon him such royal majesty 
as had not been on any king before him in Israel." Cp. abo 
Numb. XXV. 20. Daniel xi. 21. The meaning, therefore, is ; " As a 
sovereign invests his vicegerents with symbols of his own great- 
ness, so hast Thou impressed marks of Thy glorious majesty 
upon the heavens ; — ^yet not in them but in the feeble children of 
earth, is Thy glory most conspicuous." 

In rendering the line indicatively (as if t&nah were an infini- 
tive,) I have deferred (in a difficult case) to the authority of the 
vast majority of versions and commentators. My conviction, 
however, is that it is clearly an imperative : — "Oh set Thou Thy 
majesty upon the Heavens" : — q. c?., *0 owt Lord^ whose ^ Nam^ 
of love is so manifested on earth, whence is this to us ? Rather — 
* return Thou on high,' (vii. 7,) *be exalted above the heavens', 
(cviii. 6 :) pour out Thy grandeur upon «Aem, and send them forth 
as Thy ambassadors, to proclaim Thy great name ! — ^But (mar- 
vellous condescension!) Thou preferrest to make ^ babes and 
sucklings' Thy heralds ! 

' Of those, who (with lisping lips, indeed, and stammering 
tongue, but) with child-like faith celebrate Thy ever-watchfid 
care over them ; — ^that care which is so manifest that the proud 
and vindictive enemy is reduced to silence. Cp. St. Matt xi. 26 • 
" I thank thee. Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent^ and host reveal- 
ed them wnto habes,^^ 

3 t. e., "laid a firm foundation for the confession and acknow- 
ledgement of Almighty power." Cp. the use of "oa;" in xxix. 1. 
Ixviii 36. xcvi. 7. Job xii. 16 ; and especially in Ps. xxi. 14. 
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On account of Thine adversaries, 

To put down the enemy aind the self-avenger. * 

3 When I behold Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars which Thou establishedst ; 

4 What is frail man that Thou rememberest him, 
Or the son of man that Thou visitest him ? 

5 That Thou even madest him little short of divine' 
And crownedst him with glory and dignity. 

6 Thou gavest him rule over the works of Thy hands ; 
All things hast Thou placed beneath his feet. 

7 Flocks and cattle, all of them, 
And also the beasts of the field. 

8 The birds of the sky, and the fishes of the sea, 
All that travels along the paths of the seas. * 

9 Lord our Lord I 

How glorious is Thy name in all the earth. 

* These are similarly joined together in Ps. xliv. 16. The latter 
term seems to designate the haughty temper of one who, not be- 
lieving in God's moral government, usurps His prerogative, and 
acts as if he said, " Vengecmce is miner 

5 J&rome : Minues eum paulo minus a deo. Calvin explains 
it : ^ Parum abesse eum jussisti a divino et coelesti statu." Part 
of man's original * likeness' to God was his dominion over 
the creatures. He moved about on the earth a super-eartMy 
being. C^, I>t, Whewell^ Plurcditt/ of tcorlds, -p. 261. "The mind 
of man is a partaker of the thoughts of the Divine MinAP p. 111. 
"Man is capable, in no small degree,.... of such a life with Ood 
and in Gody even while he continues in his present hiunan 
existence." 

6 A highly poetical picture. Lit "Every tra/veUer (or pilgrim) 
along the tracks of the seas." The same phrase is rendered 
" wayfaring man," by E. V. in Isai. xxxiii. 8. — Cp. Isai. xxxiv. 10. 
Jer. ix. 9, 11. etc. The hordes that traverse the solitary wastes of 
the ocean are man's subjects. 
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PSALM IX. 

To the Precentor : cm Muth^labben. A Psalm of David. 

1 I will give thanks, Lord, with my whole heart, 
I will tell forth all thy wonders. 

2 I will be glad and exult in Thee, 

I will sing to Thy name, Most High. 

3 When my ^lemies are turned backward, 
They shall stumble and perish at Thy presence. 

4 For Thou hast decided my cause and my right; ^ 
Thou satest on the throne, judging righteously. 

5 Thou rebukedst the nations ; Thou destroyedst the 

wicked one; 
Thou wipedst out their name for ever and ever. * 

6 As for the enemy, they are extinct ; they are made 

eternal desolations ;' 
And the cities Thou uprootedst, — ^their memory, aye, 
theirs,^ has perished. 

7 But the Lord abides for ever, 

^ i e^ (as Bp. Horsley gives it^) ^Thou hast passed sentence 
for me and done me right/' 

* As in the case of Amalek, Deut zxv. 19. 

s ^TamrwuP is construed with a collective singular in Isai. 
xvi. 4. (Cp. Judges xx. 37.) Thus the literal rendering is : " They 
are annihilated (so as to be) waste-places for ever." — ^Another 
possible rendering, ^Wholly ruined are the desolate regions for 
ever,*' is favoured by an old commentator who is thus reported 
by St. Chrysostom ; " ou rokj icoKik^ fiovovy aXXA xai rdg gf jj- 
/j^ug altrStv ^^Avteag :" as i^ the very ruins had shared in the 
desolation. ^Ipssa periere mines." But this is, perhaps, too 
cutificUd a meaning. 

^ Mighty as they had been,— omnipotent as they had thought 
themselves. For the grammar, see Numb. ziv. 32. 
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He has stablished His throne for judgment. 

8 And He himself shall judge the world with righte- 

ousnessy 
He shall give sentence on the peoples with equity. 

9 The Lord also shall be a refuge for the afflicted, 
A refiige for times of trouble. 

10 And they who know Thy name^ will trust in Thee ; 
Because Thou hast never deserted them that seek 

Thee, Lord. 

11 Sing to the Lord, who dwells in Sion, 
Beport among the nations His doings. 

12 For, when He holds inquest on blood,* He bears 

in mind whose it is ;' 
He forgets not the cry of the poor. 

13 Have mercy on me. Lord; behold my affliction, 

that comes of those who hate me, 
Thou who liftest me up from the gates of death : 

14 That I may tell forth all Thy praise in the gates of 

the daughter of Zion,* 
That I may rejoice in thy salvation. 

15 The heathen are sunk in the pit they made ; 

Li the very net which they hid is their foot taken.^ 

« cp. Ps. V. 2. *' The name of God is the whole result of His do- 
ings, as recorded in history, — ^the focus, in which the rays shot 
forth by His actions meet." Hengst. in I 

« See Gen. ix. 5. '^Lit "them"— "the very men." 

» "The daughter of Zion" was a poetical personification, — ^the 
ideal representative of its inhabitants. See IsaL lii 2. Jer. iv. 31. 
Similarly "the daughter of my people," Isai. xxii. 4. Jer. ix. 6. 
Hence the phrase came to be used of the cit^ itself, (as if read 
" Ziion-daughter".) Isai. i. 8. Ps. cxxxvii. a Cp. Zech. ii. 11, 
" O Zion, escape, thou that inhabitest Bahera daughter" 
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16 Now is the LoBP known ; He k^ executed judg- 

ment ; 
The wicked is snared in the woA of his own hands. 
Hiffffaion, Selah. 

17 The wicked shall be turned backward to Hades ; — 
Even all^the nations that are forgetful of God. * 

18 For the needy ehall not alway be forgotten ; 

The patient waiting of the meek shall not perish for 
ever. 

19 Arise, Lord, let not feeble man prevail : 
Let the nations be judged in Thy presence. 

20 Set terror in array against them ^^, Lord, 
Let the nations know they are but feeble men. 

9 Thai i%w-not tbA haathen, €U twh; but all {oi whatever 
caca) who wUfiiUy forgety aad put away from them that knowledge 
of Himself which Gk)d has inscribed on their consciences. 

1® For the construction, op. Pe. oxli 13, Aq. ^^C, *v^/e, f ^jg^j/bta 



PSALM X.^ 

1 Why, Lord, standest Thou afar off, 
And hidest Thine eyes in times of trouble ? 

2 Through tiie pride of tlie wicked the poor man is set 

on fire^ ; 
Li the schemes which they have devised, are they 
caught*. 

A On the phrases that bind the Paalms is and j( together, con- 
sult App. 17. 

1 With pain, vexation, and resentment. Symm, fKiysnuu. 

* i. e,, as Jarchi takes it; '^They (the poor) are OBtight iA 
the wiles which they (the wicked) have devised." So Hengsten- 
herg, Delitzsch, and others. Kimchi takes it in the saaoie way 9» 
E. y. J— which has the parallelism of iz. 16 in its fiaypui*. 
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S For the wicked sings praise'* over his own heart's 
Inst, 
And grasping plunder gives thanks^ but scoffs^ at 
the LoBD. 

4 The wicked, in the height of his spirit, says, ^* He 

will not inquire," 
^^ There is no God," is the sum of his thoughts. * 

5 EKs ways are always firm ;* 

Thy judgments are on high, out of his sight ;' 
As for all his adversaries, he puffeth at them. 

6 He has said in his heart, ^' I shall not be moved. 
From age to age I am^ he that is beyond reach of 

evil."* 

3 *^HiJildr — ^He reserves his HaUdugdhs for moments when 
he has succeeded in his worldly plans. For MUd ^al compare 
Ezra iii 11. 

« When he says, ''Thank Qod,*' it is only the ebullition of 
feeling coDsequent on the triumph of his rapacity. — ^In his 
career of successful plunder, he gives thanks, — but not to 
Qod ; — God he utterly rejecta Cp. LXX. i &diKU¥ iviuXoyiTrat. 
Jerome. Avarus applaudens sibi blasphemavit Dominum. [Op. 
** At mihiplatido Ipse domi." Hor.] 

The key to the interpretation of the verse lies in noting that 
hiOel and berek are properly used of praising and blessing Qod. 
The two words occur together in "Pa, civ. 35. cziii 1, 2. 1 Chron. 
xvi. 36. Chiysostome quotes a very excellent renderings — al- 
most identical with the one we have given ; — 

xa) irT^iovexTfig tvXoy^fffag dii^^i rhv K{t§tw. 

A This atheistic thought lies at the root of aU his schemes. 
To deny God's moral government of the world, ("He will never 
inqudref*) is virtually to deny His existence. 

« i. «., "prosperous:" as in Job xx. 21. So the Chaldee 
and Jarchi ; followed by many modema 

T Job. xxii 12-14. « «Not within evil" Hebr. 
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7 His mouth is fiiUofoorsing and frauds and oppression; 
Under his tongue are trouble and iniquity. 

8 He sits in the lurking-place of the villages ; 
In covert places he slays the innocent ; 
His eyes look out for the helpless. 

9 He lurks in the covert as a lion in his lair ; 
He lurks to seize the poor^ 

He seizes the poor, dragging him in his net 

10 So each sinks crushed ;' 

And the helpless fall beneath his strong ones. 

11 He has said in his heart : ^^ God has forgotten, 
He has hid His face ; He will never see." '® 

12 Stand up, Lord 1 Ood, lift Thy hand. 
Forget not the poor. 

13 Why does the wicked scoff at God, 

And say in his heart, ^^ Thou inquirest not" ? 

14 Thou sawestiti For Thou lookest on trouble and 

grief, to store them in Thy hand ;^' 
On Thee the helpless casts himself;^' 
Thou hast been the helper of the orphan. 

15 Break Thou the arm of the wicked and bad man ; 
So, when Thou inquirest into his wickedness. Thou 

shalt find none. 

« So the EeMv, Cp. Aq. 6 ik $\a<f0fii xafAf^tinrat. The JTm 
would be, ^'He bends down, he couches :" which has Job xxxviii. 
40 in its favour. 

10 Delitzsch remarks : " A personal Qod would disturb his plans, 
80 he is fiun to deny ^m, and says ; — ^There is nought but Des- 
tiny, — and that is blind; an Absolute, — and that has no eyes ; 
an Idea, — and that has no grasp/* 

^1 u e. Till the time comes for opening the hand, and requiting 
the injustice that was done. 
^* Lit. ^ abandons himself." 
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16 The Lord is King for ever and ever^ 

The heatlien are perished from off His land 

17 The desire of the meek men Thou heardest, LoBD ; 
Thou stablishest their heart ; Thou inclinest Thine ear; 

18 To judge the orphan and the afflicted^ 

That feeble man on earth may no longer tyrannise. 



PSALM XL 
To the Precentor; Demise. 

1 In the Lord have I put my trust ; how then say ye 

to my soni, 
" Flee to your hffl,i birds. 

2 " For lo ! the wicked bend the bow, 
" Fit their arrow upon the string, 

'' To shoot amid darkness at the upright of heart 

3 ^' For die foundations are broken down : 

" And the righteous man, — what has he effected?" 

4 The Lord is in ECs holy temple, 
The Lord— His Throne is in heaven ; 

His eyes behold. His eyelids try, the children of men. 

5 The Lord tries the righteous. 

But the wicked and lover of violence His soul hates. 

6 On the wioked He shall rain snares, 

Fire and brimstone,' end a tempestuous wind ; 
( Such is) the portion of their cup. 

7 For righteous is the Lord, He loves righteous deeds ; 
His countenance beholds the upright • 

1 Cp. Gen. xix. 17. * Cpu Gen. xix. 24, 

s The context (eee t;. 4) favours this rendering ; in «pite of 

the strong argument foimded on ziiL % jcvii 14^ and oxL 14. Cp. 

Hab. i. 13. Job. xzxvi. 7 : and see Appendix L § 2. 
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PSALM XIL 

To the Precentor; on SheminitL A Psalm of David. 

1 Save, Lord, for the godly man has come to an end, 
For the faithiid have vanished from among the son* 

of men ^ 

2 They speak falsehood each to his companion. 

With a smooth lip, * but with double heart,' do they 
speak. 

3 The Lord shall cut off all smooth lips, 
The tongue that speaketh great things : 

4 The men who say; "Through our tongue we do 

valiantly ; 
" Our lips are with us : * who is Lord over us ?" 

5 "Because of the desolation of the poor, because of 

the sighing of the needy, 
" Now will I arise," saith the Lord ; 
" I will place in safety him at whom they puff." ^ 

6 The Lord's sayings* are pure^ sayings, 
Silver purged from earth ^ in a crucible, 
Befined seven times. 

7 Thou Lord, shalt keep them, 

Thou shalt guard him from this generation for ever ; — 

1 Cp. Micah vii. 2. Isoi. Ivii. 1. 

* Lit, "a lip of smooth things." 

* Lit. " with a heart and a heart." 

* t. e., On our side, — ^ready to help us. To see the full force of 
the phrase, cp. 2 Kings ix. 32. Ps. xlvi. 8. 

* Cp. X. 6. Others : "him who pants after it." 

^Vidff, "Eloquia," (utterances.) It refers to the promises 
contained in the preceding verse. 
''Without alloy of falsehood. Used of gold, Exod. xxv. 11, &c. 

* Jerome, " Separatum a terra." 
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8 Though the wicked stalk abroad on eveiy side, 
Because vileness is exalted among the sons of men. ^ 

9 This verse comes in as an after-thought — an echo of the 
*^for evei^ of the preceding verse. — ^Thou wilt preserve him,— 
albeit the course of this world continue to fieivour the wicked, 
and the baser elements of himian nature rise triumphantly to 
the top. 



PSALM xm. 

To the Precentor : A Psalm of David. 

1 How long, Lord, wilt Thou forget me imeeas- 

ingly? 
How long wilt thou hide thy fece from me ? 

2 How long shall I arrange plans ' in my soul. 
With weariness in my heart throughout the day ? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted above me ? 

3 Look hither, and hear me, Lord my God, 
Enlighten my eyes, * lest I sink into the sleep of 

death. 

4 Lest my enemy say, " I have overpowered him :" 
Lest my foes rejoice, because I totter. 

5 But as for me I rely on thy mercy ; 

Oh let my heart rejoice in Thy salvation ! 
Fain would I sing to the Lobd because He has dealt 
bounteously with me. 

i A military phrase. A Greek version in Chrya, has ^' rd^u 
yvu/iaii^^ on which Corderius remarks ; "Quasi militaria innuat 
consiHa et strategemata, quibus S4tUis insidias evitare posset" 

* See the termination of Ps. xii. Cp. App. IV. 

* The eyes of men who are faint, are dim ; — Whence to " enlighten 
the eyes" was used in the sense of reviving the spirits. See 
1 Sam. xiv. 27, 29. cp. Ezra ix. 8. 
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PSALM XIV/ 
To the Precentor. Davids s. 

1 The fool has said in his heart, ^^ There is no Gk)d." 
They have depraved themselves, * they have grown 

loathsome in their deeds ; 
There is none that does good. 

2 The Lord looked down from heaven on.the sons of 

men,* 
To see if there were any that acted wisely, that sought 
after Glod. 

3 The whole mass has revolted, they are all alike cor- 

rupted. 
There is none that does good, not even one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all those workers of wick- 

edness ? — 
They eat their food devouring my people,' 
They call not on the Lord. 

5 Yonder* they shudder with fear ! 

For God is among the righteous generation. 

A This Psalin and the next may be viewed as a pair ; the one 
presenting ns with the character of the ungodly ; the other with 
that of the righteous, (Luther : quoted by Hengst) 

1 Jerome says rightly ; " corruptly h. e., ab ilia integritate bonsD 
naturee degeneres." For hUhchith see Deut iv. 25. &c. 

« See Gen. vi. 12. xi 5. 

« They live on oppression, as a thing of natural, daily, occur- 
re^ce ; and with daily renewed appetite. Cp Mic. iii. 3. Jer. x. 25. 
and especially Hos. viii. 7. The rapacious King (in Homer /^., i. 
231) is called drifd'oPS^o^, " people-devourer." 

4 As if the Psalmist^ says Calvin, saw the coming judgment so 
clearly that he pointed to it with his finger, " Yonder, while they 
are in complete security (Ps. Uii. 6), fear seizes them," 
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6 Yet you pour contempt on the poor man's resolve, 
Because the Lord is his refuge !' 

7 Oh that Israel's salvation might come forth from 

Zion! 
When the Lord turns back the captivity of his people,® 
Then let Jacob rejoice, let Israd be glacL 

3 In spite of the certain destruction that awaits you, you must 
needs pour contempt on him for his pious and most wise choice ! 

To be a captive among strangers, was the very type of misery : 
( cp. Eurip. Med. 660.) Hence " shevuih" was used generically for a 
state of bitter suflfering. See Job. xlii. 10 ; " and the Lord ttimed 
the captwUy of Job :" ( E. r.>— Cp. Ezek. xvi. 53. Ps. btxxv. 2. 

Here (as Delitzsch remarks) the "righteous generation" is 
thought of as living in captivity amidst the worldliness, (whether 
of the world or of nominal Israel,) which surrounded it. When 
this state of things was changed,—" Oh joyful day ! Tyranny is 
at end, the prison-house broken open, and God's people set 
free." (Del) 

Hen^stenherg thinks the original meaning of the phrase to be, 
"when God twmshach TO the misery of his people;" — ^whose 
misery was, in fact, owing to His having averted His face. See 
especially Deut. xxx. 1-10. This is highly probable. But that 
"«AW afterwards came to be used as if transitive, is, I think, 
no less probable. See Ps. Ixxxv. 6. Is. lii. 8. Cp. Num. x. 36. 



PSALM XV. 
A Psalm of David. ^ 

1 Lord who shall sojourn^ in Thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell in Thy* holy hill ? 

A A description of the " righteous generation" of the preced- 
ing Psalm. 
1 See on Ps. v, 4. 
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2 He who walks uprightly and works righteousness 
And speaks truth in his heart 

3 He has allowed no slander on his tongue^ 
He has done no evil to his companion^ 

Nor taken up a reproach against his neighbour. 

4 In his eyes the worthless man is despised,* 
But he honours them that fear the Lord ; 

He swears to (his own) hurt,' and changes not 

5 He has not put out his silver to usury/ 
Nor taken a bribe against the innocent 

He who does these things shall never be moved. ' 



s Kimchi and Aben Ezra construe it to mean : '^ He ib 
piaed and worthless in his own ejes.** So E. Pr.-bk. Yn. ; also 
Geseniua and DeUtssch.— ^T. H. Michaelis ; ''Si^i ipsi disphcet 
nee siUB^ sed alienso, virtutiB est admirator/' Cp. 2 Sam. vi 82. 
— K V, as JerwMy ^Despicitur in oculis ejus improbus." 
» Cp. Le-ft V. 4. Jer, "Jurat ut se affligat et non mutat." 
* Levit XXV. 37. « Cp. Isai. xxxiii 13—16. 



PSALM XVL^ 
Michtam of David, 

1 Preserve me, God, for I have pnt my trust in Thee. 

2 ( Oh my soul,) * thou hast said to the Lord, " My 

Lord art Thou, 

A Joy in Qod and adherenoe to Him in hovus of darimeas.-- 
IWms xvi and zvii form a pair. Cp. jcvi. 1 with xvii. 7, 8 ; zvi. 7 
with xvii. 3 ; xvi 11, with xvii. 7 ; xvL 5 with zvii 5, 14 ; and 
especially the last verse in each Psalm. 

1 Cp. Lam. iii 24^ (which clearly alliuies to this Psalm.) The 
LXX. has i^^ra » &°d so most of the versions. ^^This is extremely 
cold and flat The address to the soul gives dramatic life to the 
passage. Such interlocutions in which the sacred bards still and 
pacify their souls, (Ps. cxxxi 3,) have something indescribably 
touching and tender.'' ( Hengitemberg,) 

D 
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^* My prosperity * is not needftil to Thee ;' 

3 " 'Tis for the saints who are on the earth, 

" And the noble ones in whom is all my delight,*'* 

4 Many shall be their sorrows, who hasten after' any 

strange god ; 
I will not pour out their libations of blood, 
Nor take their names upon my lips. • 

5 The Lord is my assigned portion ' and cup : 
Thou maintainest my lot. 

« So E. V. renders tovak in Lam. ill 17. Cp. Ps. cvi. 6. 

3 It is only (Lam. iiL 22-24) " of the Lord's free mercies," and 
because He has given Himself to be "my portion." — ^He is not 
benefited by my prosperity. Let it then be viewed as a trust 
for the benefit of His earthly Saints. — Similarly the LXX. rm 
&yad(ii\f fj^ov oh %fg/ai' e^e/tf. Calvin ; "My goods reach not 
to Thee." 

The preposition *al may be taken as signifying (Ik" obligatory 
or incumbent upon" ; so Kimchi and Jarchi ; cp. 2 Sam. xviii. 
11 : — or (2) as "on account o^ for the sake of ;" — ^which is, perhaps, 
its force in Job. xxii. 2 ; (a passage, which, at any rate, should be 
compared with the text.) 

Others ; " without Thee." So S^m, and Jer. (" bonum meum 
non est sine te.") Dathe, De Rossi, and others ; " outsicke Thee, 
beside Thee, in addition to Thee." (cf Gen. xxxi 50. Levit. xviii. 
18, etc.) Hengstenberg adopts this sense, and sees in it a refer- 
ence to Exod. XX. 4-6. 

* "The Church of the Saints, however mean in outward 
appearance^ was his Hephzi-hahy Isai. Ixii. 4." (Delitzsch,) 

5 Kimchi, followed by many modems, "who buy, or propitiate 
by gifts." cp. Hos. viii. 9. 

6 Exod. xxiii. 13. Hos. ii. 17. 

T cf Ps. xi. 6. The expression, ^* Portion of Jacob" as a name of 
God, Jer. x. 16, is based upon Numb, xviii. 20. Hence the expres- 
sion in the text is equivalent to saying : "Instead of sacrificing 
to heathen gods, I remain firm in my allegiance to God ; as one 
of His appointed priests, seeking no other reward than Himself, 
who is infinitely better than all else." 
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6 Tlie lines^ are fallen to me in pleasant places, 
Yea ! a goodly heritage is mine. 

7 I will bless ihe Lord who gave me comiseP ; 

Even in the night-seasons my reins admonished 
me." 

8 I have set the Lord always before me ; 

Because He is on my right hand, I shall not be 
moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices. 
Yea ! my flesh shall dwell securely. ^^ 

10 For Thou wilt not abandon my soid to Hades, ^- 
Thou wilt not suffer Thy Holy One*' to see corrup- 
tion." 

11 Thou shalt show me the path of life, 
Fuhiess of joys in Thy presence. 
Pleasures in Thy right hand^' for evermore. 

s The measuring cords ; and hence the property tkey marked 
out. See Josh. xvii. 5« Micah ii 4^ 5. 

9 That is, "to choose Him for my portion." 

i<* So deeply-seated, in my inmost heart, is my gratitude, 
that even sleep cannot stifle it. Cp. A. Knox in Jebb's Corresp, 
(Lett. 8.) " Night ever recurs to David's mind ; because it is 
^en the mind turns in on itself and feels its own true character 
whatever it be." [On mtw, cp. Job xix. 27.] 

" Cp. above, on iv. 8. Also, Jer. xxiii. 6. xxxiii. 16. etc. 

H LXX. 9ii &dnv : (aL &dov.) 

^ All the old versions, and a large number of MSS., have the 
signular : e. g. LXX. rhv oci6v aov. Fi^?^. and «/er." Sanctum tuum." 

^* LXX. dtapdo^av: (at xlix. 9. Karafdo^dv). Gesenius and 
most modems, " the grave." In Job :Sp xiii the LXX. renders the 
word three times by ^dvarov and once by dta^Qo^dv, 

*5 In; L e., stored up there, as in an inexhaustible fountain. 

D 2 
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PSALM XVII. 

A Prayer. David*8, 

1 Hear the right, Lord ; attend to my cry ; 

Give ear to my prayer ( that goes) out of no deceit- 
ftd lips. 

2 Let my sentence oome forth from Thy presence, 
Let thine eyes behold uprightness 

3 Thou hast proved my heart, hast visited it by night ; 
Thou hast tried me, and findest nought ; 

My settled purpose my moudi shall not overstep.^ 

4 As for the dealmgs of men, by the word of Thy lips 
I have marked* the courses of the transgressor. 

5 Hold up' my treadings in Thy paths : — 
My steps have not been shaken. 

6 I have called on Thee, for Thou wilt answer me, O 

God; 
Incline Thy ear to me, hear my speech. 

7 Exhibit Thy special mercies, Thou who savest the 

loyal-hearted^ 

1 Luther (ap. Hengst.); ^The mouth aveipasses the thoughta^ 
when it utters more and otherwise than the heart thinks." 

* *' Marked" so as to avoid. 

» LXX. xarA^rttfoi. Symm. <fvyx^drn90K Jer, Suatenta. So the 
Chaldee; The Syriac; "Thou ha«t supported." Others (Eo- 
dtger, Hengst^ etc.) ; "my steps have laid hold of Thy paths ;" 
which perhaps receives some support from Job. xziii. 11. 

*ZiV. "trusting men" j-^absolutely, without any object of trust 
expressed. The object is added in Psalm xxzi. 20, 21. In 
both these and other passages there attaches^ I think, to the word 
something of the idea^ which I have in this one place (where 
the antithesis almost requires it,) ventured ta express. The 
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From the rebels, with Thy own right hand* 

8 Guard me as the pupil of an eye, * 

Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings; « 

9 From the wicked that have oppressed me, 

From my deadly enemies who compass me around. 

10 They are enwrapped in their fat, ' 
With their mouth they speak haughtily. 

11 Even now tracking our steps they surround me ; 
They have fixed their eyes to hurl me* to the 

ground. 

12 His likeness is as a lion thirsting to rend. 
And as a young lion lurking in covert places. 

13 Arise Lord, surprise him,* cast him down ; 
Rescue my soid from the wicked man with Thy own 

sword : ^* 

loyal-hearted, true, liegeman will feel sure of his lord's willingness 
to protect him ; and will take refuge with him. — ^Reinke (Kmze 
ZmammengteUung,) has ; ^^ Du Erretter der SchtUzstickenden" — 
jDelitzsck oompaxea o/ xarapvySvrsg, Hebr. vL 18. 

* Hebr. "a pupil, daughter of the eye ;"— so tender and deli- 
cate. 

« See Deut. xxxii. 10, 11. Cp. Ruth ii 12. Pa xxxvi. 7. Ivii. 1. 
Ixiii. 7. xci. 4. 

7 Cp. Deut xxxii. 16. Job xv. 27. Ps. cxix. 70. 

8 LXX. and Aq, IxxX/Va/. £hueh, ^a^atfaXeutfa/ fit. M. Bertrand; 
"pour nous precipiter." Cp. especially Psalm Ixxiii. 2 (where 
the LXX. have l(raX«u^jjtfav,) 

» Lit. " get before him," i. e., intercept, and disappoint him. 

^^ E.V. (following Jerome and many Jewish expositors,) "who is 
Thy sword;" — and in v. 14. "men which are Thy hand." — This 
is harsh in the extreme.— The true construction is evident from 
1 Sam. zzv. 26, 33. 

D 3 
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14 From the men, with Thy own hand, Lord ; 
From the men of the worid, whose portion is in 

life," 
And their bellj Thoa fiUest with Thy ridi store ; 
They hare diildren as they desire '* ; 
And leave their residue to their babes. 

15 As for me, I shall belndd Thy faoe in righteousness ; 
I shaQ be abimdaiitly satined, on awajdng, with Thy 

imag9^'. 

^i Who occupy Life as ^^r»,— cultivate it, — ^reap its fruits ; as 
if they had a monopoly of it. Cp. •/ tihi roD atuvoi ro^rov, 
in St. Luke xvi. 8. xz. 34. The contrast is supplied in Fa, bdi. 4. 
" Thy favour is better than life," 

IS Lit. ''They are scOie/ied with childreD :" the same word as 
that which is used in v. 15. Jf. Bertrand, in both places, ^ raaaasi^" 
The English has no word that quite answera 

IS When no longer learning Thy will through ''dark speeches*' 
and half-understood enigmas, but admitted to "behold the simili- 
tude (temimc^) of the Lord." (Numb. ziL 8. cp. Hebr. i. 2.) 



PSALM xvin. 

To the JPreemtor ; ( A Paalm) of Davidy the servant 
of the Lordy who spake to the Lord the words of this 
song in the day the Lord delivered him from the hands 
of all his enemiesj and from the hand of Saul; and 
he said: — 

1 I will love Tke9y Losd, my strength: 

2 The Lord is my cliff and my fortress and my deli- 

verer: 
My God is my rodk,* in whom I will trust, 

1 See Deut. xxziL 4. Fa xix. 14 zdL 15. Cp. IsaL xztl 4. 
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My shield, and my horn of salvation ' ; my refuge- 
tower. 

3 I will call upon the Lord who is worthy of all 

praise, 
So shall I be saved fix)m my enemies. 

4 The ocxdB of death' encirded me, 

And torrents of villainy^ made me afraid. 

5 The cords of Hades surrounded me, 

The snares of death got beforehand with me.* 

6 In my strait I call on the Lord, 
And cry to my Gk)d : 

Out of His shrine* He hears my voice, 
And my cry reaches His presence, it enters into Hi& 
ears. 

7 Then the earth quailed and quaked. 

And the foundations of the mountains trembled, 
And quailed in themselves, because He was wroth. 

8 There went up smoke at His nostrils,' 
And £rom his moutii fire devoured, 
Coals were kindled thereat 

9 And He bowed the heavens and came down,* 
And thick darkness was under His feet 

* The horn being a symbol of strength. See 1 Sam. ii 1, 10. 

> Jer. Funes mortis. K Y. (foUowiog the T^y^ . and Vuig,) ; 
"Sorrows." 

« Bdi^dal : << worthlesaodfla'* Qp. the last words of David, 2Sam. 
MxaL 6. LXX. x*'f^^ Avo/jJag, 

« Or "took me by surprise." Op. v. IB. 

* Cp.zL4. 

T Or, "in His wrath." Deut xiyii. 22. <to which passage ihete 
is here an tdhxaion.) 

* Op. Isai. bdv. L 
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10 And lie rode on a Cherub, and did fly, 
And sped swiftly* on wings of wind. 

11 He made darkness His hiding-place, 
Bound about Him as His pavilion ; 
Dark waters, thick clouds of the skies. 

12 From the brightness before Him His thick clouds 

fleeted past : — 
Hailstones and ooals of flre I 

13 And the Lobd thundered in the heavens. 
And the Highest uttered His voice : — 
Hailstones and coals of fire, 

14 And He hurled His arrows and scattered them, 
And shot forth lightnings and discomfited them.^" 

15 Then were the channels of waters seen, 

And the foundations of the world were laid bare. 

At Thy rebuke, Lord, 

At the blast of the breath of Thy nostrils. 

16 He reaches from on high. He takes me. 
He draws me out^^ of the crowding waters ; 

17 He delivers me from my strong enemy. 

And from them who hated me, for they were too 
mighty for me. 

18 They got before me" in the day of my calamity, 

9 Used of the eagle, Deut. xxviii. 49. Jer. xlviii. 40. xlix. 22. 

^^ The word used in Exod. xiv. 24. 

11 Luther called attention to the fact that ^mashaK' occurs 
only here and in Exod. ii. 10 ; so that there can be little doubt of 
David's referring to that passage. Moses's delivery was typical 
of God's providential care for His elect. Cp. on v. 14. 

i« ^Scd&ra Bemper featiiumt, quasi contra innocentiam ipsam 
festinatume prc&vdleanty saith Gregory. * Wickedness is ever on 
the wing,' but it doth not always fly to the mark: *it makes 
haste, as if haste would prevail against innocency ;' but God, 
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But the Lord was my stay. 

19 And He brought me out into an open place^ 

He rescued me, because He took delight in me.'* 

20 The Lord dealt with me according to my righteous- 

ness, 
According to the cleanness of my hands He requited 
me. 

21 Because I kept the ways of the Lord, 
And revolted not from my Qod. 

22 For all His judgments were before me, 
And His statutes I removed not from me. 

23 Yea 1 I was upright before Him, 
And kept myself from my iniquity." 

24 So the Lord requited me according to my righte- 

ousness, 
According to the cleanness of my hands in His eye- 
sight 

25 With the gracious" Thou showst 13iyself gracious, 
With the upright man " Thou showst Thyself upright ; 

26 With him that purifies himself Thou showst Thyself 

pure. 
And with the wilftd Thou showst Thyself perverse. '^ 

27 For it is Thou who savest the afflicted people, 
And abasest the lo% eyes. 

that God who *rideth upon the chenibim and flieth upon the 
wings of the wind,' overtakes it, and sets up a bulwark against 
ii^ to stop it in its course." A. Farindon ; voL iv. p. 317. 

^* UOL Sn fj^eXfitfi /as. Jer, quia placui EL 

** Which lay in his way, (iu^i§t<fraroiy Hebr. xii. 1.) Cp. 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 5. xxvi. 23, 24. 

« See on Ps. iv. 3. E. V. ** merciful." LXX. 6<fkv. 

M "Hero ;" Hebr. [Cp. 2 Sam. xxii. 2a (Hebr,)] 

17 Cp. Levit. xxvL 23, 24. 
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28 For Thou lightest up my lamp, 

The Lord my God makes my darkness to be bright. 

29 For by Thee I burst through a troop, 
And by my GKxi I leap over the wall. ^^ 

30 As for God His way is perfect ; '• 
The word of the Lord is tried, *<> 

A shield He is to all that trust in Him. 

31 For who is God besides the Lord ? 
And who is a Rock except our God ? 

32 Even the God, who girds me with strength 
And renders my way perfect 

33 He makes my feet match the hinds. 
And sets me firmly on my heights. *' 

34 He trains my hands for the battle, 

So that my arms bend a bow of brass. 

35 And Thou gavest me the shield of Thy salvation ; 
Thy right hand holds me up, 

And Thy condescension makes me great. 

36 Thou makest room for my steps under me, ** 
And my ancles have not slipped. 

37 I pursue my enemies, and overtake them ; 
I turn not, till I have destroyed them. 

38 I dash them down, and they cannot rise ; 
They fall under my feet. 

39 And Thou girdest me with strength for the battle, 
And bowest down my adversaries under me. 

^8 I. e, of the enemies' fortress. 

19 LXX. &M,ufios. Jer. immaculata. Cp. Deut. xxxii. 4. 

20 Has passed through the severest ordeal. 

21 Alluding to the speed and completeness of his conquests. 
Cp. Deut. xxxiii. 29. Hab. iii. 19. 

" Clearing the ground of obstacles. 
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40 Thou makest my enemies turn their backs to me," 
And I destroy them that hate me. 

41 They cry, and there is none to save ; 

To the Lord they cry, but He hears them not. 

42 I beat them small as the dust before the wind, 
As the mire of the streets I cast them forth. 

43 Thou deliverest me from the contentions of the people j 
Thou makest me the head of nations ; 

A people I knew not serves me. 

44 At the hearing of the ear they obey me, 
The sons of the alien pay court to me.** 

45 The sons of the alien fade away, 
And tremble*^ out of their castles. 

46 The Lord lives, and blessed be my Rock, 
And exalted be the God of my salvation ; 

47 Even the Grod who grants me vengeance, 
And subjects the nations under me. 

48 He delivers me from my enemies ; 

Yea ! above my adversaries Thou exaltest me. 
From the man of violence Thou rescuest me. 

49 Therefore I will give thanks to Thee, Lord, 

among the nations, 
And sing praise to Thy name. 

50 He gives mighty salvation to His king, 
Aiid shows mercy to His anointed, 

To David and to his seed for evermore. 

" Exod. xxiii. 27. 

'* Lit. " lie to me ;" i. e. yield me obsequious and servile 
homage. Cp. Peut. xxxiii. 29. 

55 That is, probably, " come forth trembling." See Mic. vii. 
16, 17. 
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PSALM XEL 

To the Precentor : A Psalm of DavidA 

1 The heavenB are recounting the gloiy of God, 
And the firmament is telling^ of His handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours out^ speech. 

And night to night shows forth knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, there are no words, 
No voice of theirs was ever heard ; 

4 (Yet) over the whole earth their chord* has gone 

forth, 

A The law of God pervades the spiritual world no less uni- 
versally, beneficently, and searchingly than the light of the sun 
does the physical This psalm shows in what sense the ** righte- 
ousness" so much dwelt upon in the two preceding psalms is to 
be understood. (The word " Rock" in v. 14. connects this with 
Ps. xviii.) 

1 Lit. "giving tidings of." 

s ^ wells out," as a bubbling fountain.—- Every day pours out its 
eloquent stoiy to its successor : — and so the tradition is pre- 
served in ever fresh life. 

» Or, "string." Qenerally used of a measuring string : — but 
here, probably, of a string that funiished musical notes. ^Kav** 
is twice rendered xdmy by Aquila ;-^here and In Job xxzviiL 5. 
In the latter place it denotes a carpenter's rule or string. But 
xdvuv was also used in music, for the Monochord; which was a 
graduated string employed in determining the musical scales. 

This I take to have been the sense in which Aquila used the 
term here ; and an excellent translation it is, giving an easy ex- 
planation of the renderings of the old versions. LXX. f ^0770^. 
Vvlg, and Jer. sonus. Symm. %x^^* 

This view of the meaning is farther supported by Eusebius's 
comment ; "The voices of days and nights shout so loudly in 
their doings, to those who are able to perceive them, that their 
reheanal {dtdaifxaTJav) reaches every ear. Accordingly, the whole 
world of human beings is filled with their well-measured alter- 
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And their utterances* to the world's end. 
In them has He set a pavilion for the sun. 

5 And he is like a bridegroom going forth from his 

chamber,' 
He rejoices like a warrior to run his career. 

6 His going forth* is from the end of heaven ; 
Up to its ends is his circuit ; 

And there is nothing hid from his heat 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring' the soul ; 
The testimony of the Lobd is sure, making wise the 

simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, gladdening the 

heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten- 
ing the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever ; 
The judgments of the Lord are truth, they are 

righteous altogether. 

nate choral singing." (iv^v^fiov xai a/iiot^aiag avruv xo^uag,) 
Compare also the old Paraphrase in Corderius, I. p. 347. " Though 
uttering no speech or words, yet by holding forth the naeasuring 
string (xavova), and by their own regularity, they invite the whole 
ea/rth and sea to join in svnging GocPs praise.'^ They strike the 
key-notes and the chords, — ^they maintain the time and the 
rhythm, — ^in this great concert. 
* Or, "phrases ;" "forms of expression." 

5 As a bridegroom issues from his chamber, (or, perhaps, from 
the canopy, beneath which the nuptial ceremony was perform- 
ed, called in Rabbinic hhuppah,) -in splendid attire, surrounded 
by rejoicing friends, and with a blaze of torch-light preceding him. 

6 Or ; " His starting-place is at the end &c." See Hengsten- 
berg on Micah v. 2. (Christol. I. p. 482, Clark's Tr.) 

7 i. e. "reviving," "refreshing;" Ruth iv. 15. M. Bertrand : 
" Elle ranime Y ame." E. V. " converting." 

E 
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10 Desirable are thej above gold or much fine gold. 
Yea I sweeter than honey or the droppings of the 

comb. 

11 Moreover by them Thy servant gains light ; 
In keeping them is great reward. 

12 His deviations' who can discern? 
Absolve Thou me* from secret sins. 

13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins ;'* 
Let them have no sway over me ; then shall I be 

upright, 
And clear from great transgression, 

14 Let the words q( my mouth be aooepted^^^ 

The meditation of my heart, also, in Thy presence, 
Lord, my Bock and my Bedeemer. 

• Lit. "strayings:"-H8dns of ignorance, unconscious deflexions 
from God's commandments. Cp. Levit. iv. 2, ff Numb. xv. 22, 28. 
LXX. flra^a^rui/Aara. Aq. ofcyw/aj. Ambrose: lapsus. 

' Hold me innocent in respect of all that has escaped mj 
observation. (The same verb is used in v. 13; the same parti- 
ciple in V. 6). 

10 Wilfiil, high-handed, sins. Cp. Exod. xxi. 14. Deut. xviL 12. 
The word zedim, however, is to be understood as a bold figure ; 
— ^^ proud, insolent, ones, that seek to tyrannize over the souL" 

11 Lit. "for acceptance ;"--a sacrificial term. Lev. xix. 5, 7. 
etc. Isai Ivi, 7. (It is joined with Upkne F" in Exod. xxviii. 38.) 



PSALM XX. '^ 

To the Precentor : A Psalm of David, 
1 The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, 

A Psalms XX and XXI form a pair. — ^The prayers and thanks- 
givings of the people for Qod's Anointed 
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The name of the Gkxi of Jaoob defend thee^ : 

2 Send forth thy help from the sanctaarjr, 
And from out of Zion uphold thee : 

3 Remember all thy meat-oiferings, 

And accept fliy burnt-sacrifice. Sblah. 

4 Grant thee according to thine own heart, 
And ftdfil all thy purpose. 

5 So will we rejoice over thy salvation, 

And in the name of our God will plant our ban- 
ners : — 
The Lord fulfil all thy petitions. 

6 Now lia\^ I known, 

That the Lord saves His anointed ; 
He will hear him from His holy heaven, 
With the saving might of His right hand. 

7 Some (talk) of chariots and some of horses, 

But we will make mention of the name of the Lord 
our Grod. 

8 Hey stooped and fell, 

But we stood up and are erect 
2 Lord, send salvation : 

The King'' hear us in flie day we calL 

1 Or ; Place thee on iugli in eafety i*-*-b« a iaeteeaa to thee; 
' Appealing to God as their true king. Cp. Deul zxziii 5. 
Ps. xlviii. 3. Pr.-bk V. "0 Ki^g of Heaven." 



PSALM XXL 

To the Precentor : A Psalm of David. 

1 Lord, the king rejoices in Thy strength, 
And in Thy salvation how greatly does he exult 

£ 2 
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2 Thou gavest him his heart's desire, 

And his lips' request Thou withheldest not Selah. 

3 For thou surprisest' him with blessings of good,* 
Thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 

4 He asked life of Thee : — ^Thou gavest it to him, 
Even length of days for ever and ever. 

5 Great is his glory through Thy salvation, 
Grandeur and majesty Thou layest upon him. 

6 For Thou makest him (a source of) everlasting 

blessing. 
Thou cheerest him with joy in Thy presence :' 

7 Because the king trusteth in the Lord, 

And through the mercy of the Most High he shaU 
be unshaken. 

8 Thy hand shall reach all Thy foes, 

Thy right hand shall find out them that hate Thee. 

9 Thou wilt make them as a fiimace of fire in Hhe time 

of Thy presence, 
The Lord shall destroy them in His wrath; and 
fire shall devour them. 

10 Their fruit wilt Thou destroy from off the earth, 
And their seed fix)m among the children of men. 

11 For they intended* evil against Thee ; 

They devised a subtle"scheme ; — ^they achieve nothing. 

12 For Thou shalt put them to flight. 

Thou preparest against them Thine arrows on Thy 
bowstring. 

1 " anticipatest, — ^precedest — surpassest his expectations." LiXX. 
^^06<pda<rag, Vulff. and Jer. prsBvenisti. Others take itj "comest 
to meet him," as in Deut. xxiii. 5. (Hebr.) 

* Vulg, in benediotionibus dulcedinis. Jer. bonitatis. 
» Jer. apud vultum Tuum. Cp. xvi. 11. 

* "bent, or aimed." Hebr. 
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13 Be Thou exalted, Lokd, in Thy own might, 
So will we sing and laud Thy power. 



PSALM XXIL 

To the Precentor. On " The Hind of the Mom,''^ 
A Psalm of David, 

1 My Grod, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me ? 
Why so far from my help and from the words of my 

groaning ? 

2 My Gk)d, I cry by day, and Thou answerest not ; 
By night also, and find no repose. 

3 Yet Thou art Holy,i 

enthroned on the praises of Israel I 

4 In Thee did our fathers trust ; 

The]( trusted and Thou rescuedst them. 

5 To Thee they cried and were delivered. 
They trusted in Thee and were not ashamed.' 

6 'But as for me — I am a worm, and no man, 
A byeword of men, despised by the people. 

7 All who see me deride me. 

They shoot out the lip, and nod the head ; — 

8 " ^ Cast all on God,' forsooth ;' — then let Him res- 

cue him ; 

^Aq. u^'s^ rrig JXa^ou rrig h§6^ivrig. The Hind represents per- 
secuted innocence ; the morning the coming-in of joy after sor- 
row. Isai. Iviii. 8. The general meaning is given by LXX. 
uTg^ Trig CLWi'kri'^ittig rrig sud/VTJg. 

^ Thy truth and faithfulness are unsullied. 

* Had no reason to be ashamed of the result. 

3 They taunt the sufferer with a pious phrase he had been in 
the habit of using : (cp. Ps. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3.)— He has got 
now an opportunity of testing his maxim, 'Roll it on the Lord.' 

E 3 
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^^ Let Him deliver him, since He delights in him.'^ 
9 Yet art Thou He that took me out of the womb, 
Thou madest me to hope, while yet on my mother's 
breasts. 

10 On Thee was I cast from my birth ; 

From my mother's womb Thou art my God. 

11 Be not far from me; for tz^uble is near, 
For there is no helper, 

12 Many bulls have come about me, 

The strong ones of Bashan have encircled me. 

13 They gape on me with their mouth. 
As a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out as water. 

And all my bones are disjointed ; 
My heart has become like wax. 
Molten in the midst of my bowels. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd. 
And my tongue cleaves to my gums, 
And Thou bringest me to the dust of death. 

16 For dogs have come about me ; 

The assembly of evil-doers have closed me rotmd ; 
They pierced* my hands and my feet 

17 I may count all my bones ; 

See how the Lord helps His favourite ! — Cp. Wisdom, ii. 16, 17. 
'* He boasts of God as his Father. Let vs see if his words he 
true:' 

^Lit. "piercing." The modem Jewish punctuation yields; — 
" As a lion, my hands and my feet^" — an extremely harsh reading, 
in any case. LXX. ut^v^av. Vvlg, fodenmt Jer. fizerunt. Aq. 
fi^X^vav, Similarly the other versions. Indeed the Masora Magna 
on Nimib. xxiv. 9. gives ^hiiaru^ as the kethiv here. (Cp. Pococke's 
Porta Mosis, p. 149, &c.) The Jewish keri would seem to have 
been introduced in the time of Symmachus. For further remarks 
on this passage see Appendix I. § 3. 
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As for them, ihey look and gaze' at me. 

18 They part my garments among them. 
And cast lots on my vesture. 

19 And Thou, Lokd, — ^be not Thou far off; 
my strength, haste to my help. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword ; 

My solitary one* from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the lion's mouth ; — 

Yea, fi^m the buiFaloes' horns Thou heardest me. 

22 Now will I tell of Thy name to my brethren ; 

In the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee. 

23 " Ye that fear the Lord, praise Him ; 
" All ye seed of Jacob, honour Him ; 

" And stand in awe of Him, all ye seed of Israel. 

24 "For He did not despise nor abhor the afflicted 

man's affliction, 

5 Wistfully, or with satisfaction. Cp. liv. 9. cxii. 8. &c. 

^ Yechiddh, The soul is (in a bold figure) represented as an 
only child and that a daughter. The word occurs in the fern, 
onlj here, in Ps. xxxv. 17, and in Judges xi. 34 : ("she was his 
fyrdy childy beside her he had neither son nor daughter.") — ^The 
sufferer's Spirit, strong in faith, was patiently enduring the agony 
of witnessing the torture inflicted on that Sotd, which was as 
dear to it as an only daughter ; — the agony of Abraham, when 
he surrendered his only son to the sacrificial altar. ( Yechid occurs 
only three times in the historical books, and these are all in Gen. 
xzii.) On the suffering endured by the Sotd of Qod's Righteous 
Servant, see Isaiah liii. 10, 11, 12 : and cp. the use of-^i^vx^ ^^ 
St. Matt. xxvi. 38. St. John. xii. 27. St. Mark xiv. 34. 

LXX. Hv fiovoyevrj fjkov. Aq. fMvaxfiv. Vulg, unicam meam. 
Jer. Solitariam meam. £. V, "my darling;" — a bold rendering 
but warranted by what has been said above. — In xxv. 16 the 
word is rendered "desolate ;" in Ixviii. 7. "solitary." 

On the nepkeah see more in App. III. 
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" He did not hide His face from him, 

" But, when he cried, He listened to him." 

25 From Thee^ springs my praise in the great con- 

gregation : — 
My vows will I pay before them that fear Him.® 

26 The meek shall eat^ and be satisfied ; 

They shall praise the Lobd who seek Him ; — 
May your heart live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember themselves*^* 

and return to the Lord, 
And all the families of the nations shall worship 
before Thee. 

28 For the sovereignty is the Lord's, 
And he is Ruler among the nations. 

29 All earth's rich ones have eaten and worshipped ; ^* 
Before Him kneel all that are sinking to dust;" 

7 As its source. Cp. Ps. cxviii, 23. LXX. 'nrapa coD. 

« Cp. P&. cxvi. 16. Levit. vli. 16, ff. 

' of the sacrifices alluded to in the preceding verse. 

»» So Pr. Bk. V.,— very well. Cp. St. Luke xv. 17 ; where the 
Prodigal's return to his Father is preceded by his " coming to 
himself" and remembering his home. 

i» At this great feast they have found what all their wealth 
could not procure, and have confessed their indigence. 

i« i. e. to the dust of death. All men, even the mightiest, 
when viewed as they are in themselves, may be so described. 
Nay, the thought offers itself most readily in the presence of the 
highest worldly greatness : — as witness a passage written, proba- 
bly, without the slightest reference to our text ; — " History bears 
witness to the lasting ascendancy of moral over physical force. 
All rhetoric apart, those masters of thirty legions^ who with so 
much blood and sin shift to and fro the boundaries of kingdoms, 
go to dust, and saving the evil they leave behind them, are as though 
Ijtey had never been." (Professor Goldwin Smith's Lect, on 
Colonization, p. 16). ^W,— from the richest downward,— alike 
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And none could keep alive his own soul. " 

30 A seed** shall serve Him; 

High mention of the Lord shall be made to the 
following age.*^ 

31 They shall come*^ and report His righteousness, 

To the people yet mibom*^ (they shall say) that " He 
has done all."** 

" sinking to dust," alike " unable to save their own souls", crowd 
to this banquet. 

]S So E. V. See especially zxz. 3. 

»* A never-failing succession of posterity. Op. Isai. liii. 10 : 
(where it is used, as here, absolutely :) Izv. 23. MaL ii 16. 

15 E. V. " It shall be counted to the Lord for a generation :"— 
referring to Ps. Ixxxvii So Symm, 

18 Cp. bud. 18. " Till / tdl of Thy might to the next generation ; 

Of Thy power to all that are to corned 
Indeed the whole of Ps. Ixxi should be compared with the 
present one. 

17 Lit "to be bom." LXX. Xcujj rf) rsp^^ijtfo/tAsyy. cp. cii. 19. 

16 Hebr. "He has done ;" i e. He has done all that was neces- 
sary for His servants* welfare. He has done all things well. — See 
Ps. xxxvii. 5 ; — ^the first clause of which has already been referred 
to as illustrating v, 8. Cp. also Ps. lii 11. IsaL xhv. 23. 

Hengstenberg well remarks : "The bust words of our Saviour 
on the cross (rgr«Xg(rra/) evidently refer to this ^aaah; as His 
first exclamation is taken from the beginning of the Psalm, 
The morning dawn then succeeded to that dark night." 



PSALM XXIIL 
A Psalm of David, 

1 The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall want nothingi. 

2 He makes me lie down in grassy meadows ; 

1 Deut. ii. 7. viii. 9. 
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By peaceful waters He leads me. 

3 He restores* my soul ; 

He guides me in padis of righteousness for His 
name's sake. 

4 Yea! tboogh I walk tlirough the valley of the 

shadow of death,* 
I will fear no ill ; for Thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and staff, they comfort me. 

5 Thou spreadest a table before me in the sight of my 

adversaries : 
TbovL hast anointed my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. 
€ Naught but goodness and mercy pursue me* all the 

days of my life ; 
And my home shall be in the house of the Lord^ 

through lengthfflied days.^ 

* " brings back from wandering." See Jer. L 19. 

* Dismal and solitary as the wilderness of Sinai, Jer. ii. 6 ; or 
like a moimtain-go]:^ in the darkness of midnight, Jer. xiii. 16. 
LXX. ifxt&g Savdrou. The phrase is used in its strict sense in 
Job. zxxviiL 17. 

* My foQspurme me constantly and fiercely ; but God*s good- 
ness comes in pursuit yet more vigorously, and shields me from 
them. 

5 Ps. xxvii. 4. **The true members of the Church remain al- 
ways in the hoitse not made with hcmdsJ^-^ffengst.) 
8 Even ( as it is in xxi. 4 ) " for ever and ever." 



PSALM XXIV.^ 

A Psalm of David's. 
1 To the Lord belongs Earth and its fulness, 
The world and they that dwell on it ; 

A The entrance of the Ark to Mt. Sion. Cp. Ps. xv. The last 
Psalm concluded with the assured hope of *^ dwelling in the 
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2 For it was He that founded it upon the seas, 
And established it ufon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord, 
And who shall stand up in His holy place ? 

4 The clean of hand and pure of heart, 

Who has not let his soul yeam^ towards falsehood* ; 
Nor sworn deceitfiilly. 

5 He shall obtain blessing^ from the Lord,' 

And righteousness^ from the Grod of his salvation. 

6 Such is the generation of those who inquire after 

Him, 
Who seek Thy face 1 — such are Jacob.* Selah. 

house of Lord." This points out the character of those who shall 
dwell there. — ^The shepherd of Israel is the Lord of Hosts. He 
who puts his trust in Him must be holy. 

1 Lit. "lifted up his soul :" — a very pecidiar phrase. In Deut. 
xxiv. 16 and Hos. iv. 8, the E. V. renders it "set his heart on." 
This specialty of meaning should be borne in mind in Ps. xxv. 1. 
Ixxxvi. 4. cxliii. 8. Cp. Prov. xii. 18, (which may perhaps be 
best translated, " Do not let thy heart yearn towards his ruin.") 
M, Bertrandf very well : Qui n' a pas port6 son ftme & la fausset6. 

* There is a latent reference to Exod. xx. 7. 

* Without which the priest's benediction, given amidst aU the 
pomp of the Sanctuary, would be worthlesa 

* LXX. iXififUirxf ¥711 as also in Ps. xxxiiL 5. ciiL 6. Deut vi. 26. 
xxiv. 13. [ Indicative of a truly pious and humble spirit in the 
LXX. translators. Ood*s gift of justification to the faithful is the 
crowning proof of his mercif, (Tit. iii. 6. Jude 21.) ] 

^ I. e. The true Jacob. Take this in. combination with v, 4 ; 
and cp. Ps. Ixxiii. 1. ^Only good is God to Israel, — ^To the pure 
of heart.** None but such had a right to join the procession 
which was now ascending the hill of the Lard. Such only shoidd 
receive ^the blessing from the Lord," for which Jacob wrestled 
with the AngeL 

For the collective use of "Jacob," see Numb, xxiii. 7, ff Dait 
xxxii. 9. Ps. xliv. 6, xlvii 4. 
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7 Lift up your heads, gates ; 

And be lifted up, everlasting doors ; 
And the King of Glory shall enter. 

8 Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty, 
The Lord mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, gates. 
And lift up, everlasting doors. 
And the King of Glory shall enter. 

10 Who is He, this King of Glory? 

The Lord of Hosts ; He is the King of Glory. « 
Selah. 

The difficulty of the address " Thy face" will disappear, if we 
consider such a passage as Ps. xxviL 8. 

Aq. and Symm, 'jr^6(iuv6v cov laxci^ ; establishing the cor- 
rectness of the present reading. 

« The great King, who sat enthroned on the Cherubim of Glory, 
was none other than the God, who created " the heaven and the 
earth and all their hosts :" (Gen. ii. 1.) 



PSALM XXV. ^ 
DavicCa, 
1 Unto Thee, Lord, lift I up my soul.' 

A Delitzsch remarks ; — " The acrostic form no more fettered 
the poetical spirit then, than rhyme does now. Some of the 
most precious spiritual treasures of the Church have have been 
drawn from this Alphabetical Fsalm, Thus v. 6. (reminisc&re 
misercUiomim tttarum) gave name to ^ Reminiscere Sunday' ; v. 12 
(oculi mei semper ad Dominvm) to ^ Oculi Sunday* : Luther put 
this psalm into his Office for the Dying, to be used after the 
receiving of the Holy Communion : and Selnecker*s beautiful 
Hymn for the Dying, * Allein nach dir, Herr Jesu Christ.* grew 
out of V. 1." 

1 Longing earnestly for Thee. See on ixiv. 4. 
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2 my God, in Thee have I tmated ; let me not be 

ashamed ; 
Let not my enemies triumph over me. 

3 Yea ! let none who hope in Thee be ashamed ; 
Let them be ashamed, who without cause revolt 

4 Show me Thy ways, Lord, 
Teach me Thy paths. 

5 Guide me in Thy truth^ and teach me t 
For Thott art the God of my salvation ; 
For Thee I wait all the day. 

6 Bemember Thy tender-mercies, Lord, and Tliy 

loving-kindnesses, 
For they ar^ ffota eternity. 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 

gressions ; 
Accofrding to Thy mercy remember Thou me, 
For Thy goodness' sake, Lord. 

8 Good and upright is the Lord, 

Therefore will He instruct sinners in the way.^ 

9 He will guide the meek in judgment. 
And will teach tlie meek His way. 

10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth 
To such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. 

11 For Thy name's sake, Lord, 

Thou wilt even forgive my iniquity,*— 'for it is great 

12 Who is the man that fears the Lord ? 

Him will He instruct in the way He chooses. 

1 Cp. xxxii. 8. 

2 The effect of the Hebrew would be better given thus : — 
"Wilt thou not forgive my iniquity ?— for it is great" Cor- 
derius remarks : " In judicio fori qui crimen fatetur, condem- 
natur ; in judicio coeli absolvitur." 

F 
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13 His soul shall lodge^ in goodness. 
And his seed shall inherit the land. 

14 The secret* of the Lord is with them that fear Him, 
And His covenant shall be made known to them.^ 

15 My eyes are continually toward the Lord, 
For He shall bring my feet out of the net 

16 Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon me, 
For I am solitary and afflicted. 

17 The troubles of my heart have swollen out j 
Oh ! bring me out of my distresses. 

18 Behold my affliction and pain, 
And pardon all my sins. 

19 Behold my foes, how many they are become ; 
And they hate me with cruel hatred. 

20 Preserve my soul, and rescue me ; 

Let me not be ashamed ; for I have put my trust in 
Thee.« 

21 Let integrity and uprightness guard me ; 
For I have waited for Thee. 

22 Eedeem Israel, God, 
Out of all his troubles. 

3 Or, "abide :" Ps. xLix, 12. xci. 1. LXX. sv ayakTg awX/tf^jjtfgra/. 
Bertrand : " repose dans le bonheur." 

* Aq. a^6^^7jrov. Bymm. ofi^ikia, Theodot. /m^vtrrri^/oy. Gesen. 
" Colloquium familiare." 

5 Xi^. "so as to make known to them." LXX. rou djjXwtfai au- 
ToTg. — ^His covenant is with them that fear Him, not as a mere 
outward institution, but SO that its deep inner meaning shall 
be revealed to them. 

6 — and shall my trust be in vain ? 
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PSALM XXVLA 
DavidCs. 

1 Judge me, O Lord, for I indeed have walked in my 

integrity* ; 
And in the Lord have I put my affiance; I will not 
falter.* 

2 Try^ me, Lord, and prove me ; 
Purify* my reins and my heart. 

3 For Thy loving-kindness is before my eyes, 
And I have walked in Thy truth. 

4 I have not sat with men of falsehood. 
And will not go in with the deceitftd. 

5 I have hated the assembly of evil-doers, 
And will not sit with the wicked. 

A The "integrity*' of v. 1. refers us back to v, 21 of the preced- 
ing Psalm. The chief subject of that was the cry for mercy ; of 
this the protestation of uprightness. 

'1 LXX. Iv axax/(f. Aq, h M\6rfiri, 

« Or, " my footing shall not give way." The meaning may be 
either (1) " Having put my trust in Him, I shall be immoveable 
against all enemies :" — ^which was the view adopted in the 
E. V. ; " therefore I shall not slide ;" (cp. Vatican. LXX. ov firj 
tfaXgo^w, Alex. a<fhv9i<fu ) ; — or (2) " having placed my afl&ance in 
Him, I will stand firm, and not relax my hold ;" which may 
have been the meaning Aq. obx, arov^tfu, and Symm, ou vt^ir^d" 
'jr^(fo/Aat, — ^This second meaning seems to harmonize better 
both with the general context, (see the introductory note ;) with 
the analogy of Ivi. 12, (where the second clause, " I will not fear," 
is a re-assertion of the firsts " I have put my trust in God ;") and 
with the meaning of mdad, (which refers rather to internal weak- 
ness. Cp. xxxvii. 31.) 

3 " test"— as metals. 

4 "refine," — ^as metals, by fire. Kethiv, "are purified." — LXX. 
vi§u6oy, Vfdg. Ure. The Kethiv is favoured by the " for" of v, 3. 

F 2 
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6 I will wash my hands in innocency ; 

And so would I compass* Thy altar, LoBD I 

7 That I may make the voice of praise to be heard, 
And reeonnt all Thy wondrous deeds. 

8 Lord, I have loved Thy house's domicile 
And the place where Thy glory dwells. 

9 Sweep not away my soul with sinners 
Nor my life with men of blood. 

10 In whose hands is mischief 

And their right hand is fhll of bribery. 

11 But as for me I will walk in my integrity ; 
Bedeem me, and be merciful to me<^ 

12 My foot stands on level ground ; 

I will bless the Lord in the congregations. 

5 « < iSo would //' implying that though tho hands were washed 
in innocency, admission to God's altar was still of God's mere 
mercy." (Dr. Posey) : [from fragmentary MS. notes of his lec- 
tin's on the Psalms, taken twenty years ago.] 

6 " After his resolve to walk uprightly, he still prays for re- 
deeming mercy." (Id.) 



PSALM XXVIL 
David*s. 

1 The Lord is my light and salvation ; whom shall I 

fear? 
The Lord is my life's stronghold ; of whom shall I be 
afraid? 

2 When wicked n^en drew close on me to devour my 

flesh, 
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Even my foes and my enemies, thinking but of me,^ 
— THEY 2 stumbled and fell. 

3 Though a host should encamp against me, my heart 

shall not fear ; 
Though war should spring up against me, I will still ^ 
be confident.* 

4 One thing have I asked of the LoBD, that will I 

seek after. 
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 

days of my life, 
To gaze on the beauty ' of the Lord, and make search 

in His temple.^ 

5 For He shall hide me in His pavilion in the day of 

evil. 
He shall conceal me in the shelter of His tabernacle. 
He shall set me on high upon a rock. 

6 And now shall my head be high above my enemies 

round about me ; 

1 Hebr. " my enemies to me ;" — as if all their feelings of ani- 
mosity were concentred on him as their single victim: "my 
enemies,— enemies to none but me." 

2 « THET' (and not I.) 

3 Be-zoth, "in that case,** "even then ;" as in Levit. xxvi. 27, 
( where E. V. has, " for all this.**) 

*5o^lac^;— "tranquil;** "undaunted:" "full of calm faith." 
Used absolutely, as here, in Judges xviii. 7, 10, 27. Prov. xi. 16. 
Cp. Isai. xii. 2. Prov. xxviii. 1. 

* LXX. Hv n^'irvSrfira, VvXg, voluptatem. Jer, pulchritudi- 
nem. Cp. Ps. xc. 17. 

^ Studying all that God meant the fidthfiil temple-worshipper 
to learn : whether by ^wveyiivg the temple itself ( so LXX. 
£'T/<fxs'!rTs<f6at, Jer, attendam ;) or by meditation in it ; (so 
ffenffst,) — Mr. Kebtk has combined the two : — 
"And with the eyes of all my heart Devoutly there to view 
The glorious beauty of the Lord, And search His temple through." 

P 3 
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Therefore will I offer in EQs tabernacle sacrifices of 

exultant joy :' 
I will sing and give praise to the Lobd. 

7 Hear, Lord ; with my voice I cry ; 
Be gracious to me, and answer me. 

8 To Thee my heart has said ; " ^ Sbsk yb my face !*• 
" Thy face, Lord, will I seeL" 

9 Hide not Thy face &om me ; 

Turn not Thy servant away in wrath ; 
Thou hast been my succour ; 

Leave me not, neitiier forsake me, Gbd of my sal- 
vation. 

10 For my father and mother have forsaken me, 
But the Lord will take me in.^ 

11 Teach me Thy way, Lord, 

And lead me in an even path because of my adver- 
saries. 

12 Give me not over to the will of my enemies. 

For false witnesses, and the man who breathes forth 
violence, have risen against me. 

7 Terua^ : used especially of the sound of the festival trumpet. 

LXX. aXaKay/AoZ. Jer, Jubili. 
> His heart re-echoed the Divine command (op. 1 Chron. xvi. 11) 
with admiring gratitude ; — ^ Is it even so ? Dost Thou, Lord, in- 
vite us, and commaiid us, to do what is our highest happiness ? 
Then, at Thy bidding,—" 

For the construction, cp. Ps. xxii. 9. In a volmne of sacred 
poetry (Miss Leslie's "Heart-Echoes") published in 1861, is a 
sonnet presenting a similarly elliptical construction. 
" * Fear not /' and fear grew quiet^ as a child 
Lulled into deep and calm and dreamless rest" 
« "(MopA,"— as one takes afugitive into an asylum ; Josh. xx. 4. 
Cp. Deut xzii. 2. 2 Sam. zi 27. 
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13 If I had not trusted to see the goodness of the Lord 
In the land of the living I ^® 

14 Oh I wait Thou for the Lord ; 

Be strong, and let thy heart be firm ; 
Yea I wait thou for the Lord. 

io»^« how desolate had I been !)" or, (as in Ps. oxix. 92.) "I had 
perished in my trouble!" But £Bkith was too energetic here, (in 
the midst of the conflict,) to allow of such a clause being add- 
ed ; — although in the calmer didactic Psalm it comes in with much 
pathos. 



PSALM XXVIII. 
DamcTs. 

1 To Thee will I cry, Lord, my Bock ; turn not 

fix)m me as one who hears not ; 
Lest, if Thou turn in silence from me, I become like 
them that go down to the pit 

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto 

Thee; 
When I lift up my hands to Thy holy oracle. 

3 Drag me not away^ with the wicked and with the 

workers of iniquity, 
Who speak peace to their neighbours whilst evil is in 
their hearts. 

4 Give them according to their deed and to the evil of 

their practices ; 
Give them according to the work of their hand« ; 
return them their desert 

5 For they have no regard to the doings of the Lord, 

or to the work of His hands : 

1 as in a net. Cp. Ezek. zxxii. 20. 
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Therefore He shall hurl them down and not build 
them. 

6 Blessed be the Lord ; 

For He hath heard the voice of my supplications. 

7 The Lord is my strength and my shield : 
My heart confided in Him, and I am holpen ; 
Therefore my heart exults, and with my song will I 

praise Him. 

8 The Lord is their strength ; 

Yea, HE is the fortress of safety to His Anointed. 

9 Oh ! save Thy people, and bless Thy inheritance, 
And feed them^ and lift them up^ for ever. 

« As a shepherd. LXX. mifi^dvov. [In the Te Devm, Govern.] 
« So the Piel of "/wwa" is used in 2 Sam. V. 12. Others ; 
" carry," as in Isai. Ixiii. 9 : — ^which, perhaps, harmonises better 
with the preceding, "Be their shepherd." LXX. sTa^oy. 



PSALM XXIX'^ 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, oh ye sons of the mighty ones,^ 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and might. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name, 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. ^ 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters ; 
The God of glory thundered ; 

The Lord is upon many waters. 

A Subject. — ^The God, who " rides upon the storm," will speak 
peace to His people. 

1 Ye * angels that excel in strength.' Cp. Ixxxix. 7. 

« Ps. xcvi. 9. 2 Chron. xx. 21. Cp. Ps. ex. 4. Probably, " holy 
attire," " festival garments." «7er. In decore sancto. Aq. Iv dta^^s- 
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4 The voice of the Lobd is clad with strength^ 
The voice of the Lord with majesty. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars ; 
The Lord broke even Lebanon 's cedars. 

6 Tea, He made them skip like a calf, 
Lebanon and Sirion' like a young buffalo. 

7 The voice of the Lord rives asunder the flames of fire*. 

8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness, 
The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh^. 

9 The voice of the Lord makes the hinds cast their 

young«, 

And lays bare the forests ; 
But in His temple' — ^all that is in it says ^ Glory !'« 

10 The Lord sate above the Deluge,^ 
And the Lord sitteth a King for ever. 

11 The Lord will give might to His people, 
The Lord will bless His people with peace J® 

< or, Hermon : Deut. iii. 9. 

* Hurls lightning from the '^ riven clouds/' 

^ Kade^hr^the wildest desert of all'^-bows its terrors before Him. 

^ Cp. Job, xxxix. 1. 

y The Templey-^probably, (as in xi. 4. xviii. 7,) Heaven. 

^ So the cry of the Seraphim in the Heavenly Temple was : 
<'The whole earth is fiill of His glory." ( Isai vi. a) 

** CuUo " would thus mean " every one in it." (LXX. -raj r/^.) 

Delitzsch observes :*^*<Thus the Psalmist's exhortation in w, 1, 
2, is fulfilled. The Divine glory manifested in the world retm-ns 
echoed by a thousand heavenly voices." 

^ And guided His ark safely over the waters, 

10 ^Gloria in excMs was the commencement of the Psalm; 
Pax in terris its conclusion." (Delitzsck) "The Levitical blessing 
ended with Peace. " (Hengetenberg,) " Peace " says St, Basil, " is 
the most perfect blessing, j riKmrar'n iuXoy/a/* (ap. Corder, 
I. p. 494, 60a) 
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PSALM XXX. 
A Psalm. Dedication-aimg of DavidCs hotise,^ 

1 I will extol Thee, Lord, for Thou hast relieved me,^ 
And not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

2 Lord my God 1 

I cried to Thee and Thou healedst me. 

3 Thou, Lord, raisedst my soul &om Hades, 

Thou savedst me alive from among them that go 
down to the pit. 

4 Sing to the Lord, ye saints of His, 
And praise His holy memory. ^ 

5 For His wrath lasts but a moment ; in His favour is 

Ufe» ; 
At eventide weeping comes to lodge ; but at mom all 
is joy.* 

6 And I, — in my security I said, 
" 1 shall never be moved.*" 

A For the sad circumstances under which the Dedication of 
the site of the Temple was made, see 2 Sam. xxiv. 1 Chron. zxi- 
Hengstenberg notices how v, 6 of this Psalm, " in His favour is 
life," furnishes the spiritual basis on which the future Temple- 
worship was to rest. 

1 Lit. "drawn me up," as out of a pit Jer, Salv&sti. LXX. 
v'lreXa^eg, Aq, Aye^t^aaag^ (though Origen quotes Aquila as hav- 
ing rendered it &vsau<fag. Carder, I. p. 617.) 

2 or " Name ;" see Exod. iii. 15. Isai. xxvi. 8. Hos. xii. 6. (ffebr.) 
' Jer. vita in repropitiatione Ejus. 

* Cp. " Your sorrow shall be turned into joy ;" St. John. xvi. 20. 
The sorrow is but as a wanderer, who has a lodging given him for 
the night, but must leave next morning. The joy comes to be 
an abiding inmate. 

* Pride in his earthly resources was the sin that drew down on 
him the heavy punishment, out of which he was just emerging. 
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7 Lord, Thou of Thy favour* hadst imparted* strength 

to my mountain ; 
Thou hiddest Thy face ; I was confounded. 

8 To Thee, Lord, I called ; 

Yea, to the Lord I sued for mercy : — 

9 " What gain is there in my blood, in my going 

down to the pit ? 
''- Shall dust praise Thee ? shall it declare Thy truth ? 

10 " Hear, Lord, and have mercy on me ; 
'' Lord, become Thou my Helper." 

11 Thou tumedst my mourning into dancing; 

Thou undidst my sackcloth,^ and girdedst me with 
gladness ; 

12 That Glory might sing Thy praise^ and never grow 

silent : — 
Lord, my Grod, I will thank Thee for ever. 

* THOU "of Thy mere grace*' ;— whereas I thought my 
strength rooted immovably in myself. 

6 Cp. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 8 with 2 Bangs xxi. 8. 

7 See 1 Chron. xxi. 16. 

8 i. e. That Royalty might not again turn its eyes inwardly in 
self-admiration, but might ever gratefully refer all its splendour 
and dignity to God's bounty. 

Most of the versions, " my glory," — ^meaning, " my soul." 



PSALM XXXL 

To the Precentor, A Psalm of Damd, 

1 In Thee, Lord, have I put my trust ; let me never 
be ashamed ; 
Reseue me in Thy righteousness.^ 

1 Symm. sXsrifiocrvvTi ; which is not needed, however. Cp. Ps. 
cxliii. 1 : (where Chrysostom says that " righteousness" means 
(piXavd^wrla ; but it is better to abide by the natural meaning.) 
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2 Boinr thine ear to me ; deliver me speedily : 
Be to me a fortress-Bock ; 

A house of mmiitions to save me. 

3 For^ my cliff and munition art Thou ; 

And for Thy name's sake Thou wilt lead me and 
guide^ me. 

4 Thou wilt bring me out of the net that they laid pri- 

vily for me ; 
For Thou art my fortress. 

5 Into Thy hand I commit my spirit ;* 

Thou hast redeemed me, Lord, thou Q-od of truth ! 

6 I have hated them that regard empty vanities,' 
And wholly* have I trusted in the Lord. 

7 I will rejoice and be glad in Thy mercy ; 
For Thou sawest my af&iction ; 
Thounotedst the troubles of my soul.^ 

8 And Thou hast not given me over into the enemy's 

hand; 
Thou hast set my feet in a wide plain. 

« Be to me now a fortress ; for — I have long made Thee my 
fortress, and have lov^ found Thee to be a fortress. 

3 « gently guide and tend me," as a shepherd his flock. Ps. xxiii. 
2. Isai.zl. 11. 

* Delitzsch remarks : ** How did the words gain in meaning 
when used by the dying Saviour ! David committed his spirit 
to God, that he might not die ; the Antitype that in death He 
might have His life safe in God's hand, and then receive it back in 
imchangeable power and glory. — ^With the same words of prayer 
Polycarp, Bernard, Huss, Luther, Melanchthon and others have 
supported themselves, in the midst o/ death." Among other in- 
stances on record are those of St. Basil, and Columbus : — but how 
many millions imrecorded ! 

5 Jer. ii. 8. 

« Hebr. " And as for me." 

7 Ps. XXV. 17 and Jer. xxxviii. 24 are in favour of this construc- 
tion. 
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9 Have mercy on me, Lobd, for I am in trouble, 
My eye is corroded with grief, — yea 1 my soul and 
intestines.^ 

10 For my life is worn out with sadness, and my years 

with sighing, 
My strength fails^ through my guilt, and my bones 
are corroded. 

11 Because of all my adversaries^** I have become a 

taunt. 
And to my neighbours especially, — ^yea! a horror 

to my familiar firfends ; 
They who saw me in the street fled from me. 

12 I am forgotten, as one dead, out of mind ; 
I am become as a marred vessel. 

13 For I have heard the revilings of many ; 

Fear is all around,** while they plot together against 

me; 
They lay schemes for taking my soul, 

14 And I, — on Thee, Lord, have I relied ; 
I have said, " Thou art my God." 

15 My times*^ are in Thy hand ; 

Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from 
my persecutors. 

16 Make Thy face to shine on Thy servant; 
Save me in Thy mercy. 

« The eflfect of anxiety on the liver and spleen is well-known. 

• Hebr, ** stumbles ;" as a weary man does. 

»o Who originate and propagate the taunt. LXX. -ra^A (owibg 
to) «'avrag roOj ^X^i^^^ f^^' 

^' Jer. XX. 10. &c. refers baok to this psalm. 

^« with all their alternations of joy and sorrow. Job. xxiv. 1. 
1 Chron. xxix. 30. Vulg. In manibus Tuis sortes mese. 
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17 Lord, let me not be ashamed, for I have called on 

Thee; 
Let the wicked be ashamed ; let them be brought to 
the silence of Hades. 

18 Let the lying lips be made dimib ; 

Which speak overbearingly against the righteous, 
With arrogance and scorn. 

19 Oh ! how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid 

up for them that fear Thee ; 
Which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee, 
before the sons of men^' ! 

20 Thou concealest them in the shelter of Thy presence 

from the conspirings of men ; 
Thou hidest them in a pavilion from the strife of 
tongues. 

21 Blessed be the Lord; 

For wondrously has He shown His mercy to me as 
in an impregnable ciiy.'* 

22 And I indeed said in my haste,**^ " I am cut off'* 

from before Thine eyes ;" 
Nevertheless Thou heardest the voice of my suppli- 
cations, when I cried unto Thee. 

23 Oh ! love the Lord, all ye His saints : 
The Lord preserves the faithful, 

i» So that Thy love may be recognized, in part at least, even in 
this mortal life. 

1* Lit. " a city of siege," — capable of resisting besiegers. — Such 
v^as the security, which Divine love threw around him ; thus ful- 
filling the prayer in v, 2. — ^ymm. ug iv *re6\u 'TB^t'jrs^^ayfAsvfi. 
For the general idea, cp. Isai. xxxiii. 21. 

15 The precipitancy produced by alarm. Ag. 6¥ ^a/tifi^ffsi (mm, 

16 or, torn awayy as a branch from a tree ; — soon to wither. 
Cp. ^niffzar" in Isai. liii. 8. 
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And richly rewards him that acts arrogantly. 
24 Be strong, and let your heart be firm,^' 
All ye that hope^* for the Lord. 

17 cp. Ps. xxviL 14. 

18 « Faith was to the Old Testament saints, yet more than to 
those of the New Testament, a hope of something to come." 
(Delitzsch,) 



PSALM XXXIL 
DavicTs. For Instruction,^ 

1 Happy he whose transgression is forgiven,^ whose 

sin is covered. 

2 Happy the man, to whom the Lord reckons not^ 

iniquity,* 
And in whose spirit is no guile.* 

A Ilebr. ** maschil.*' LXX. {fvvstfsug. Jer, Eruditio. Cp. v. a — 
This is the first of the 13 Psalms so inscribed. St Aug, remarks ; 
"maschil; quft intelligitiir non mentis operum, sed Dei gratift 
hominem liberari." Delitzsch says ; " One might put as the motto 
of the Psalm those words of St. Aug., inteUigentia prirna est, ut te 
nMspeccatorem.^* 

^ The full, primitivey meaning of the word would be ; — " lifted 
vp arid taken cmayr Cp. 6 a5|wv njv a/Aa^rtav rou x6<fpLo\j. 

^ ^^ad calcvlym non revocat; poense debitum non ezigit." (Abp. 
Leighton^ Med. in h. p., p, 268.) 

3 The three terms for "sin" are from Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

* " Cui pectus QB^, pcenitentiA nonfictd et vero fervidoque sanc- 

titatis amore et peccati odio penitus imbutum In poenitentiaa 

negotio oSdoXov animi sinceritatem primas obtinere indubium 
est. . .( Deus) hftc ipsS, lege benignd ( peccata ) obtegit, modd nos ea 
sinoerd retegamus. — Quantum tibi non peperceris, tantum tibi 
parcet Deus. Tertull." (lb. pp. 269-273.; 
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3 For while I kept silence, my bones wasted* 
Amidst my roaring* all day long. 

4 For day and night Thy hand lay heavy on me. 

My sap^ was dried up as by summer droughts. 
Selah. 

5 I made known my sin to Thee^ and my iniquity I 

hid not, 
I said, " I will confess my transgressions to the 

Lord ;" 
And THOU forgavest the iniquity of my sin.l Selah. 

6 Therefore' let every godly man pray to Thee while 

there is tune to find*® Thee ; 
Assuredly, at the overflowing of mighty waters, 
they shall not reach him.^^ 

' ^Quipeccatanonconfitendosapprimit 

'Vulnus ftlit venis et csbco carpitur ignL' " lb, p. 275. 

* ^'Dum nolui loqui, ut hominem reum decet, magire ooactus 
sum, at brutum." lb. p. 274. cp. Hos. vii, 14. ^^They cried not to 
ME with their hearty when they howled on their beds." 

'' Chcddee; **nitevi;" — my moisture: the " animal spirits," as 
we say ; or ''vital humours." So the Hebrew interpreters gener- 
aUy. 

• See 2 Sam. xii la Hengstenberg well observes that, though 
Nathan's parable was the occasion of David's confession, yet it 
could not have produced its efiEect so instantaneously, had not 
David previoudy in his own mind arrived at the very thresh- 
old of repentance. Till this crisis was reached, Nathan received 
no divine commission to i^peal to the king's conscience ; but, 
that appeal once made, the long-pent feeling of contrition burst 
out into unreserved confession. 

^ i. 0. seeing how immediately in my case confession was 
followed by absolution, 
w Deut iv. 29. Isai. Iv. 6. 
u "Whoever seeks forgiveness during the day of grace, shall be 
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7 Thou art a shelter to me : Thou wilt preserve me 

from trouble ; 
Thou wilt enoirQle me with songs of deliverance. 
Selah. 

8 " I will instruct thee,** and show thee the way" thou 

art to go ; 
" I will counsel thee, with my eye upon thee." 

9 '^ Be ye not aa horse and mule that have no under- 

standing ; 
^' Whose liveliness^^ must be tamed with bit and 
bridle, or they oome not near thee.'' 

10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked man ; 

safe from harm in the period of judgment,^ (ffenffstenb.) "Para- 

tam salutis Arcam quicunque ingreditur, pereunte mundo in 

tuto erit." Leighton. 

IS St. Jerome (in common with most of the early commenta 
tors) underatands these to be God*s words. 

13 For the construction see 1 Sam. zii. 23. 

J* That Eye, which, whoso will, may see beaming with changeless 
love and wisdom upon him. The Chaldee hcus ; " I will set my eye 
on thee for good." — Similarly the LXX. f*r/tfrjj^/S; 1^/ at ro-jg 
h^&ciXfMhg fAou. Symm. ficuXsutfofi^ai nn^i (Sou rtfl 6p0aX/i,(p fji^v. 
Jerome very boldly, (and yet what fine imagination there is in 
that rugged Latin !) Cogitabo de te oculo meo. 

w Adi; — generally used of "gay ornaments ;" (as in 2 Sam. 
L 24. Ezek. xvi 11.) Thence, by an easy transition, applied to 
" gaiety of hearty" as in Ps. ciiL 5 ; or, as here, to the "liveliness" 
of an unbroken colt. [Our English word " Gaiety" is given in 
Worcester's dictionary as meaning^ (1) " show, finery, &c. ;" (2) 
** liveliness, mirth; &o." In the Diet, de V AcadSmie I find, 
" Ce ckeval adela gaieti, II a de la vivacitd."] 

Oeten, (right in the main, though resting on wrong etymologi- 
cal grounds,) ^JuverUus; fierooia juvenilis et indomita." At 

ciiL 5 the LXX. have iwthiA(%. 
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But whoso confides in the Lord, mercy encircles 
him. 
11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, ye righteous, 
And shout for joy, all ye upright in heart 



PSALM XXXIIL^ 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous ; 
Praise well befits the upright 

2 Give thanks to the Lord with harp, 

With ten-stringed lute make psalmody to Him. 

3 Sing to Him a new song : 
Play skilfully with joyful noise. 

4 For upright is the word of the Lord, 
And all His work is in faithfulness. 

5 He loves righteousness and judgment. 

Of the goodness of the Lord the earth is fiill. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
And all their host by the breath of His mouth. 

7 He piles up the waters of the sea like a mound,* 
And stores the deeps in treasure-houses. 

8 Let them fear the Lord all the earth over ; 

A This Psalm opens with the exhortation with which XXXII 
closed. 

1 or, perhaps, ** a stack." The word is used, no doubt, with a 
reference to Exod. xv. 8. (So also in Josh. iii. 13, 16. Ps. Ixxviii. 13 ; 
the only other places in which it occurs.) In Exodus the LXX. 
have uxfii rsT^og, 

Hengstenberg observes : " The term used in Exodus to describe 
a miracvlous effect of God's power, is here appHed to the ordinary 
cowrse of nature; — ^intimating that this, when rightly considered, 
supplies no less distinct evidence of the working of Omnipotence.*' 
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Let all that dwell on the world stand in awe of Him. 
9 For He spake, and it was ;* 
He commanded, and it stood. ^ 

10 The Lord frustrates the counsel* of the nations ; 
He foils the devices of the peoples ; 

11 The counsel of the Lord shall stand for ever, 
The devices of His heart through all ages. 

12 Happy the nation whose Gtoi is the Lord, 

The people whom He has chosen for His own inhe- 
ritance. ' 

13 The Lord looks down from heaven. 
He beholds all the children of men. 

14 From the place of His dwelling He gazes^ 
On all that dwell upon the earth. 

15 He moulds all their hearts. 
He observes all their works. 

16 A king is not saved by greatness of might, 

Nor the warrior delivered by greatness of strength. 

17 A horse is but a vain thing for safety. 

Nor can it rescue any by the greatness of its might. 

18 Behold the Lord's eye is on them that fear Him, 
On them that hope^ for His mercy ; 

19 To deliver their soul from death. 
And to keep them alive in famine. 

20 Our soul waits on^ for the Lord, 
He is our help and our shield. 

2 Gen. i. 3. &c. » Cp. v. 11, and cxix. 90, 91. 

* or, "policy." The same word recurs in t?. 11. 

* ^ HiBhgiach'\' — occ. only in Cant. ii. 9. Isai. xiv. 16. ^^ Hath- 
gackoK^ is used in liabbincal Hebrew for ^Providence'' 

6 or, "wait." LXX. roifg sXcr/^ovra; ItrL 
f LXX. Wo/ttjvg/. 
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21 For our heart shall rejoice in Him, 
Because we have relied on His holy name. 

22 Let Thy mercy, Loiu), be upon us, 
Even as we have hoped for Thee.^ 

^ Man's reliance on God being the only — ^but the all-prevail- 
ing—claim he has on God's help. 



PSALM XXXIV.A 

David's, When he altered his marmer^ before Abimelech, 
who drove him away^ arid he departed, 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall be continually in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall boast herself in the Lord, 
The humble shall listen and rejoice. 

3 Oh magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt His name together. 

4 I sought the Lord and He heard me. 
And delivered me out of all my fears. 

5 They looked to Him and were enlightened ; — 
And never may their faces be ashamed ! 

6 This poor man* called, and the Lord heard, 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord encamps' round them that 

fear Him, 
And delivers them. 

A The connexion between this and the preceding psalm is 
given in xzxiii. 18, — ^xxxiv. 15. 

1 Or ; "put on a deranged manner." Symm, /iBTifA6^^bi(f6 Thv 
rp6irov &vrov. ^ The Psalmist himself. 

3 LXX. lea^ifL^aKiT, Cp. Gen. xxxii. 3. The word " chanah'' 
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S Taste ye and see that the Lord is good ; 

Happy the man that trusts in Him. 
9 Fear the Lobd^ ye His saints, 

For they who fear Him have no want. 

10 The young lions* pine and are famished, 

But they who seek the Lord shall want no good 
thing. 

11 Come, ye children ; hearken to me ; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12 Where is the man* who desires life, 

Who loves (length of) days, that he may see good ? 

13 Guard thy tongue from evil. 
And thy lips from uttering guile. 

14 Depart fit)m evil and do good ; 
Seek peace ; yea, pursue after her.^ 

15 The eyes of the Lord are towards the righteous, 
And His ears are towards their cry. 

16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 
To cut o£P their memory from the earth. 

17 They cried, and the Lord heard, 

And delivered them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is near to them who are of a broken heart, 
And saves such as are of a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the righteous man's afflictions, 

is used not only of an armyy but of a general also ; as in 2 Sam. 
xii. 28. 

< Perhaps to be understood of rapacious, violent^ men : as in 
XXXV. 17. Ezek. xxxviii 13. LXX- leXodmi. 

* Sd)r, « W»o is the man." Cp. xxv. 12. 

* AsinlsaLli. 1. ^Ye that follow after righteousness:" (f6(r 
ipw, though it seem always to be in advance of you.) 
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But out of them all the Lord delivers him. 

20 He keeps all his bones, 
Not one of them is broken. 

21 EviU shall slay the wicked, 

And they who hate the righteous shall be condem- 
ned. ** 

22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, 
And none that trust in Him shall be condemned. 

f The harm he intended to do shall recoil on him. 

> Since they hate and oppose the right, — and right must in 
the end triimiph, — ^they cannot but be "cast in their suit," con- 
demned, and amerced. 
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1 Contend, Lord, with them who contend with me,^ 
Fight against them that fight against me. 

2 Lay hold of shield and buckler, 
And stand up to be my help. 

3 Bare also the spear, and be a barrier' against them 

that persecute me, 

A This and the preceding are the only Psalms in which the 
expression "Angel of the Lord" occurs. 

1 So E. V. in Isai. xlix. 25.— As the word " w" is sometimes 
used in a juridical sense, (cp. 1 Sam. xxiv. 16. xxv. 39,) the LXX. 
have d/xa<fov roug Adixovvrdg fis; E. V., "Plead Thou my cause.*' 
How deeply the idea of vindicating a rightful cause from oppres- 
sion lay imbedded in the word, is clear from Isai. i. 17, li. 22. 
But the word does not in itself imply what the mode of arbitre- 
ment may be. 

* Some would take " segor'^ as tfayag/; , a war-axe. Gesenius 
and Hengstenberg agree in rejecting the unnecessary importation 
of a foreign word. 
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Say to my soul, '^ I am thy salvation.'' 

4 Let them be ashamed and confomided that seek after 

my soul; 
Let them who devise my hurt be turned back and 
abashed. 

5 Let them be as chaff before the wind, 
Whilst the angel of the Lord presses onward. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, 
Whilst the angel of the Lord chases them. 

7 For without cause they hid their net in a pit for me, 
Without cause they digged (a trap) for my soul. 

8 Let a destruction he knows not of come upon him, 
And let his net that he hid catch himself; 

Let him fall into destruction therein. 

9 And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord, 
It shall exult in His salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, " Lord, who is like Thee,' 
*^ Who deliverest the poor from him that is too strong 

for him, 
" Yea ! the poor and needy from liim that plunders 
him?" 

11 Wrongfrd witnesses stand up ; 

They question me about things I know not. 

12 They reward me evil for good. 
To the desolating* of my soul. 

13 As for me, — when they fell sick, my clothing was 

sackcloth, 
I afflicted my soul with fasting ; 

' Ezod. XV. 11 ; — ^which suggests a comparison of the earlier 
part of the Psalm with the narrative of Israers deliverance at 
Pi-hahiroth. 

* or, ^^bereavement." 
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And my prayer — ^it returns into my own bosom. ^ 

14 I walked about, as though it had been my friend or 

brother, 
I bent down sadly, as one mourning for his mother. 

15 But when I halted,^ they were glad, and assembled 

together ; 

The very abjects,^ and men whom I knew not, assem- 
bled; 

They reviled me, and kept no silence. 

16 With profane jesting parasites 
They gnashed their teeth at me. 

17 LoBD, how long wilt Tliou look on? 
Recover my soul from their devastations, 
My solitary one* from the young lions. 

18 So will I celebrate Thee in the great assembly,' 
Among a mighty people I will praise Thee. 

19 Let not my misguided foes^® rejoice over me, 

Let not them that hate me without cause wink with 
their eye.^* 

5 My prayer on their behalf — ^how deep and tnie it was, God 
is my witness ; who does not allow it to fall to the ground, though 
they repel the blessing from themselves. He makes the prayer 
distil healing balm into my own bosom. For " 'aZ cheyk^^ see 
Isai. Ixv. 6, 7. cp. Ps. Izxix. 12. Jer« xxxii. 18. As regards the 
tkmgUy compare, above all, St. Matt x. 13. St. Luke x. 6. 

* like a foot-sore and way-worn pilgrim ; Ps. xxxviii. 18. Cp. 
Mic. iv. 6, 7. 

T or "rabble :" so Kimchi, followed by E. V., Calvin, and others. 
Cp. Job. XXX. 8. The LXX. has fidtfrtytg, Symm, crX^xra/. The 
Chcddee, "the wicked who strike me with their words." 

« See on Ps. xxii. 20. 

9 So in xxii. 23. xl. 10. Cp. cix. 30. 

10 Whose enmity against me rests on a falsehood. 

11 At each other, in boastful congratulation. 
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20 For they speak not of peace ; 

And against them that are quiet in the land 
They devise words of treachery. 

21 They opened wide their mouth on me ; 
They said, " Aha, aha, our eye has seen it !" 

22 Thou sawest it, Lord ; keep not silence ; 
Lord, be not far from. me. 

23 Rouse Thee and wake up to judge me. 
To do me right, my God and my Lord. 

24 Judge me according to my righteousness, Lord 

my God ; 
And let them not rejoice over me. 

25 Let them not say in their heart, " Aha, our very 

wish!" 
Let them not say, " We have devoured him." 

26 Let those who rejoice at my calamity be ashamed 

and abashed together ; 
Let those who vaunt themselves against me be clothed 
with shame and ignominy. 

27 Let those who favour my righteous cause shout for 

joy and be glad. 
Yea, let them continually say;** "Tlie Lord be mag- 
nified, 
*^ Who takes delight in His servant's welfare.^*" 
2^ And my tongue shall rehearse Thy righteousness, 
— All the day long, Thy praise. 

" And have reason to say. 

*' ^ahelom.' — Vrdg. sjid Jer. pacem. 
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PSALM XXXVL 

To the Precentor, (A psalm) of David, the LorcTs 
servant,^ 

1 Sin's oracle to the wicked man is, "In the interior 
of my own heart ;^" 
There is no dread of Qod present to his eyes.* 

A This expression occurs also in the title of Ps. xviii. Eusebius 
(ap. Corder. I. p. 668) notices how well it agrees with the tenor 
of the Psalm ; in which David severs himself from the ungodlj 
and maintains God's cause against them. 

1 Or : "The wicked man's sin-inspired maxim is ; *In the re- 
cesses of my own heart' " 

t. e. The wicked man, deaf to the words of Divine inspiration, 
listens with profound regard to the suggestions that issue from 
what to him is the oracular shrine of Sia What he hears thus 
authoritatively confirmed is his own favourite formula ; " None 
but my own inmost heart knows my designs : — there they lie 
safe and secure, never going beyond the range of my own con- 
sciousness." 

The construction here adopted, ( cp. Ps. ex. 1,) while it allows 
every word of the original its genuine force, harmonizes both 
with the general sense which the old interpreters rightly assign- 
ed to the line : and in particular with the two following com- 
ments, (ap. Corder. I. p. 650,) each of which presents a partial, 
yet, so far as it goes, an excellent, view of the meaning. (1) ohrat 
6 xanioL (S\)ZjS)y, fitidiva Siu^iTv rng '^^iyjn^ auroD rA xex^u/ii/iiiva 
ISouXivfAara, (2) iMri6$vhg aXXou (fvvu&ovvroi 'ir^bi rb afj^a^rA" 
viiVy olm^tv ruv &etm vSfiuv xaraf^ovrigag, ^ouXsra/ xai fisXirq^ 

As regards the latter part of the clause, cp. Ps. Ixiv. 6. "Each 
man's interior (kerev) and heart is very deep." See also v. 19. 
Iv. 15. Jer. iv. 14. ix. 7. Prov. xxvi. 24. 

«or: "Gk)d'8 terror (pachad) has no existence, so fiar as his 
eyes reach." 
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2 For he has made all smooth, in his own eyes, in re- 

spect of Him,* 
As regards his sin's being fomid out and hated.* 

3 The words of his mouth are villainy and fraud ; 
He has ceased to act wisely and do good.* 

4 On his bed he devises villainy ; 

He sets himself in a way the reverse of good ; 
He has no abhorrence of evil. 

5 Thy mercy, Lord, is in the heavens, 
Thy faitlifulness reaches to the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness is like the mountains of Grod, 
Thy judgments are as the vasty deep* ; 

Thou preservest man and beast, Lobd. 

7 How precious is Thy mercy, Gk)d ! 

And the children of men shall take refiige under the 
shadow of Thy wings. 

> Jer, Do1ob6 egit adversus eum in oculis suis. E. V. ^ He has 
flattered himself/' 

* For the phrase, " maUa avon^ see Gen. xliv. 16. Hos. xii. 9 : 
(cp. Niunb. xzxiL 23.) As regards the general sense, cp. Deut 
zxiz. 18, 19. Isai. zxviii. 15. The meaning, of course, is, that 
he thinks he has so cajoled the Almighty that there is no danger 
of His dragging forth his sin to light and so revealing its hate- 
ful character. Cp. an old commentator in Corder. vol. I. p. 651. 
ilbdig riiv avofiiav avrov fLt^tiiVj ei hu^fihiti : BoXoT Ivuyirm 
auroD fiSirrt fi,^ tb^itSMfJ&ai rh rr^g avo/Miag oJi^xog ug fAKfrj^fitai 

^ LXX. c^vmvai roD Aya^uvat. 

^ All-embracing, unfathomable, and inexhaustible. Cp. Ro- 
mans xi. 33.— -''The Ocean of human crime swells far and wide ; 
but the Ocean of God's Providence is vaster stilL" ( Corderius ; 
p. 664.) 

H 2 



76 PSALMS. [XXXVI. XXXVII 

8 They shaO be satiated' with the rich viands^ of Thj 

house, 
And Thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
Thy pleaAures.^ 

9 For with Thee is the fountain of life ; 
In Thy light we shall see light. 

10 Oh continue^® Thy mercy to them that know" Thee^ 
And Thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

11 Let not the £x>t of pride come upon me^ 

Nor the hand of the wicked make me a fugitive. 

12 Tender are the workers of villainy fallen ; 
They are thrust down,^* they cannot arise. 

'' Vulg. and Jer, inebriabimtur. 

8 H. " fatness." cp. Jerem, xxxi. 14. Vulg, Ubertate : Jer. 
Finguedine. 

' 'Adcmeyka, The river of Eden was typical of the profiision of 
goodness, which is ever issuing from God. 

w H. "lengthen out." 

11 <<True and genuine knowledge of God is found only in a 
sanctified state of mind." ffengst See 1 Sam. iL 12, Jer. xxii. le. 

18 The verb used in xxxv. 6, (forming a Unk between the two 
Psalms : Appendix IV.) 



PSALM XXXVIL^ 

JDamcTs. 

1 Chafe not thyself because of evil-doers, 
Envy not them that act perversely. 

2 For they shall speedily be cut down like grass^ 
And wither as the tender herb. 

A « Tertullian calls this Psalm, ^ProvidenHas tpecukMn* : Isidore, 
* Potto contra mwnm/t^ : Luther, * VestU piorum, cm ascriptum,^ — 
Hie Sanctorum patientia est' " (Dditzsch.) 
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3 Trust in the Lord and do good ; 
Dwell in the land^ and feed securely.' 

4 Delight thyself* also in the Lord^ 

And He shall grant thee thy heart's desires. 

5 Repose* thy way on the Lord, 
Trust also in Him and He will do alL* 

6 Yea, He will make thy righteousness come forth as 

the light, 
And thy judgment^ as the noon-day. 

7 Rest silently on the Lord,^ and wait patiently for Him; 
Chafe not thyself at one who prospers in his way, 
At the man who works out subtle schemes. 

J Cp. V. 27. 

' Or : " Feed upon stability." This " emunah" is the reivard 
of faith : just as in Isai. vii. 9 we have ; " If ye will not believe* 
(tdaminu,) verily ye shall not be established (tiomiSmi^/* 

For *' re^h" the LXX. have, 'roffi,av6^(fri, — ^Thou shalt be fed, a^ 
one of His own flock, by the " Shepherd of Israel." Cp. Isai. xiv. 30 : 
*' The first-born of the poor shall feed ; and the needy shaU lie 
down in safety." 

^ LXX. xarargupjjtfov. 

* Hebr, "roE" See Ps. xxii. 8. Cp. 1 Pet. v. 7. 

5 Hebr. "He will do ;" i. e. all that is needed. Cp. xxii. 32. {v. 8 
of which psalm corresponds to ihefi/rst half of this verse.) 

6 ="the justice of thy cause." 

7 LU. " Be silent to the Lord." So again in Ps. Ixii. %Q, Aq» tf/- 
yjjtfov. Symm. jjtfup^a^g. Jerome^ ** tace Domino : " (but in brii. 6, 
retice.^^) LXX. ufforay^^jjr/ : on which the Commentary in 
Cord&riiLS remarks ; " u^orayij means cheerful acquiescence," — 
6Xo\j(ftog (fvyxardlSatftg. Theodoret excellently ; " rsi&ou rtjj 6i{fi 
xM^tpmri ;" — obey thy God, who is the Pilot and real Master 
of the helm ; (thou art only steersman ;) keep thy eye fixed on 
Him in calmness : open not thy mouth in hasty self- vindication : 

H 3 
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g Let go wrath, and leave off anger ; 

Chafe not thyself; — it tends only to evil-doing.* 
9 For evil-doers shall be cut off; 

But those who wait for the Lord, they shall inherit 
the land. 

10 For yet a little while, and the wicked man is not ; 
Tea, thon shalt diligently observe his place, but he 

is not. 

11 But the meek shall inherit the land. 

And deUght themselves in the abundance of peace. 

12 The wicked man plots against the just, 
And gnashes his teeth against him. 

13 The LoBD shall laugh at him ; 

For He has seen that his day' is coming. 

14 The wicked have drawn the sword and bent their 

bow; 
To cast down the poor and needy man. 
To slaughter them that are straightforward in way. 

15 Their sword shall enter their own heart. 
And their bows shall be broken. 

be silent, — be subject, — to Him : — " He will make answer." 
(zzxviii. 16.) Cp. Ezod. ziv. 14. laai. xxz. 16. liiL 7. 

jAOker: ^Sey stiUe dem Henrn :'' — a rendering which has 
taken deep hold of the German mind. Cp.^ for instance, the 
well-known hymn : 

" Was Gott thut, das ist wohlgethan, 

Es bleibt gerecht Sein Wille ; 
Wie Er fangt meine Sachen an 

WiU ioh Ihm kcUten BtiXU:' 

8 For the construction, cp. Prov. xi. 24. xiv. 23. xxi. 6. — ^The 
mre result, and the onl^ result, ol thy impatience will be to 
osmMlcUe thee to the wicked. 

9 1 Sam. zxvL 10. Job xviiL 20. 
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16 Better is the just man's little 

Than the opulence^® of many wicked men. 

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, 
But the Lord upholds the just 

18 The Lord notes the days of the upright,** 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed in time of evil, 
And in days of famine they shall have enough, 

20 But the wicked shall perish, 

And the enemies of the Lord shall be as the glory of 

the meadows:** 
They waste away, — as smoke, waste they away. 

21 The wicked man borrows and repays not ;" 
But the righteous man shows mercy and gives. 

22 For they who are blessed by Him shall inherit the 

land, 
And they that are cursed by Him shall be cut off.** 

10 ^Hamon ;" « crowding," "noise," "turmoil," "disquiet." Cp. 
Prov. XV. 16. Aben Ezra takes " mamon " to be a variation of 
this word. It probably meant originally the hubbub caused by 
the pursuit after wealth ; then, wealth itself. 

i» F^^r. and t/<?r.immaculatorum,=" blameless." The meaning 
of the word is, "whole-hearted," "thorough," "sincere." DelitZ8ch 
has, " die Tage ihm ganz Ergelm&rP 

" So several Rabbinical commentators ( followed by Luther ; 
"wie eine kostliche Awe.") K V. "as the fat of lambs," (t. «. 
burning on the altar.) So the Chaldee, Syriac, Kimchi, and others, 
(including Calvin.) — A comparison of cii. 4. 5. however, is deci- 
sively in favour of the former rendering. As to " leaa^'* a meadow 
or pasture, see Ixv. 14. Isai. xzz. 23. 

18 He is compelled to borrow, what he has no means of repay- 
ing ; — ^because God 's curse rests on him. Op. Deut. xv. 6. xxviii. 
12,44. 

1* " I am reminded of an old proverb of awful import, — which 
in these wars and devastations applies to the conquerors as to 
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23 By the Lord are the steps of a good man*^ esta- 

blished, 
And He looks with favour on his way, 

24 Though he fall, he shall not be prostrated, 
For the Lord supports his hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old ; 

Yet never have I seen a righteous man forsaken 
Or his seed begging bread. 

26 He ever shows mercy and lends. 
And his seed shall be blessed. ^^ 

27 Depart from evil and do good ; 
Then dwell on" for ever. 

28 For the Lord loves justice. 
And will not forsake His saints ; 
They are preserved for ever ; 

, But the seed of the wicked is cut off. 

29 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
And dwell on it for ever. 

30 The mouth of the righteous man rehearses wisdom, 
And his tongue utters judgment. 

31 The law of his God is in his heart, 
None of his steps shall slide. 

32 The wicked man eyes the righteous man, 
And seeks to put him to death. 

33 The Lord will not leave him in his hand, 

the conquered;— * God may consent, but not for ever:' (Bias 
condmte,pero no para sempre ;) indicating that there is an end, 
however remote, to aU that is not built up in accordance with 
His laws." (Mr. Helps, >S^cm. Conquests, I. 440 ) 

15 « G&ver;''—^ true, genuine, man. Delitzsch: "der Mann, wie 
er sein soUr Cp. Prov. xx. 24. 

i« Liv'rachah : as in Prov. x. 7. 

17 See Psalm cii. 29. (Hebr.) 
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Nor condemn him, idien he is judged." 

34 Wait for the Lord and keep His way, 
And He shall exalt thee to possess the land ; 
When the wicked are cut off, thou shalt look on. 

35 I have seen a wicked man in insolent might, 

And spreading himself like a stately tree on its native 
soil.i« 

36 But he passed away, and lo ! he is not ; 

Yea, I sought him, and he was not to be found. 

37 Keep integrity, and attend to uprightness,*® 
For the latter end (thereof) to a man is peace.** 

38 But transgressors are destroyed together, 
The latter end of wicked men is cut off.** 

39 And the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord, 
He is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

J 8 The wicked may condemn him ; but there is a high Court of 
Appeal, which will reverse the unjust sentence, and set him free. 

19 or ; " as an indigenoiis tree, covered with verdure :" — ^not a 
sickly exotic; but striking its roots deep in a congenial soil, — 
its native soiL — Jer, Sicut indigenam virentem. Reinke; "wie ein 
belaubter, tief-^mm^Vnder, Baum." 

*o So LXX., Vvlg^ Jer., Symm,y the Chaldee, and the ancients 
generally, £. Y . and most modems ; ^ mark the perfect man and 
behold the upright." " Shemof^* can scarcely be taken otherwise 
than as in i;. 34. ^Be$h^ — ^have respect to ; as in Isai. xzii. 11. 

«i Jer. " Quia erit ad extremum viro pax." The upright man has 
a sequd (acha/nth) to his history, which will make amends for 
all. That after-history — ^his * latter end' — ^is Peace. 

The LXX. and Vvlg, followed by many modems have, " There 
is a future (in reserve) for the moun of 'peace, " 

In any case, cp. carefully Prov. xxiiL 18. xxiv. 14, 20. 

«« The widced man has no ** future," no " hereafter." His life 
is broken off before what should have been his "latter end"* 
has begun. Jer, " Novissimum impiorum peribit." 
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40 Yea, the Lord helps them and delivers them ; 

He will deliver them from the wicked and will save 

them, 
Because they put their trust in Him. 



PSALM XXXVIII. 
A Psalm of David: for memorial.^ 

1 Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, 
Neither correct me in Thy fury. 

2 For Thine arrows sink deep in me, 
And Thy hand rests heavily on me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Thine 

anger, 
No health in my bones because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities have risen^ above my head ; 
Like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

5 My wounds are noisome, — are festered, — 
Because of my folly. 

6 I am in torture ; I stoop down low ; 
All day I walk in gloom. 

7 For my loins are fall of burning, 
And there is no soundness in my flesh. 

8 I am feeble and sore crushed ; 

I have roared out of the disquietude of my heart 

9 Lord, before Thee is all my desire, 
And my sighing is not hid from Thee. 

A ^ Le-hazkir :^^ also found in the title of Ps. Ixx. — Compare 
the azkarah offering. Lev. ii. 2. zxiv. 7. The Septuagint has ^s§i 
lafifidrou : — as if the Psalm were sung at the weekltf renewal of 
the shew-bread. (Levit. xxiv. 8.) 

1 Like the waves of a flood, Ps. cxxiv. 4, 5. 
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10 My heart throbs quick ;^ my strength has forsaken 

me; 
And the light of my eyes theihselves even* is no 
more with me. 

11 My lovers and friends stood away from my afflic- 

tion; 
Even my kinsmen stand afar off. 

12 They also that sought my life laid snares ; 

And they who studied my hurt uttered mischievous 

things^ 
And meditated treachery all day long. 

13 But I was as a deaf man and heard not, 

Even as a dumb man, who opens not his moutK.* 

14 Yea, I became as a man who is without hearing, 
And in whose mouth are no arguments.* 

15 Because for Thee, Lord, have I waited ; 
Thou shalt make answer,* Lord my God. 

16 For I said ; " Lest they rejoice over me :" — 

« Or: "whirls round." 

• Hebr. " even they." Delttzsch : " Das Licht dieser Augen, attch 
dieser, ist mir geschwunden." .. 

* " Patience and calm self-surrender are an indispensable con- 
dition of deliverance. He who seeks to help himself by passionate 
words or deeds drives Divine help away." (Hengat) 

5 No arguments rebutting the charges brought against him : no 
self-vindication. — Vvlg, redargutiones. 

« i, e, reply to my opponents : cp. Job xL 2. (Heb.) So the Pr.-bk. 
Version ; " Thou shalt answer for me." Similarly Rosenm., 
Hengst., and Hupfeld. Hengstenberg says very well ; ** He 
answers not^ because he is convinced that God will answer ;— 
whom he must not forestall The Divine answer is a matter-of- 
fact one." This rendering has been stamped on the English ear 
by George Herbert's, "The merry world did on a day." 

E. V. "Thou shalt hear me ;"— as the LXX., Fw^., &c. 
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When my foot slipt, they lifted th^nselyes up against 
me. 

17 For I indeed am ready to halt/ 

And my grief is incessantly before me. 

18 For I acknowledge my guilt ; 

I tremble* on account of my sin. 

19 But my enemies are lively and strong, 

And many are they who hate me wrongfolly. 

20 And they who return harm for benefit 

Are hostile to me for my pursuit after good. 

21 Forsake me not, Lord ; 
My "God, be not far from me. 

22 Make haste to help me, 
Lord, my salvation. 

7 to fall lame, under the weary burden of calumny and sor- 
row. Cp. Ps. XXXV. 15. Jer. xx. 10. 

* LXX. /Ai^ifivtiffu, ( " I will be concerned.") Jer. sollicitue ero. 
Aufftutine : curam geram. 



PSALM XXXIX. 

To the Precentor; for Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.^ 

1 I said " I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not 

with my tongue ; 
" I will keep my mouth in a muzzle, while the 
wicked is before me." 

2 I grew dumb with deep silence ; I shrank from men- 

tion of good^; 

A With V. 2 of this Psalm compare v. 13 of the preceding. 
Psalm LXII has many points of similarity to this ; and has also 
MhUhtm in the title. 

I K V. " I held my peace even from good." The Chaldee aaya 
^from the words of the law." 
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And my pain grew turbulent. 

3 My heart became hot within me ; 
While I mused, the fire blazed forth ; 
I spake with my tongue. 

4 " Show me, Lord, my end, 

" And the measure of my days, what it is : 
" Let me know how transitory I am. 

5 " Behold, Tfhou hast made my days but as hand- 

breadths ; 
" And my lifetime is as nothingness before Thee ; 
" Only utter vanity is every man constituted.*" Se- 

LAH. 

6 ^^ Man walks about in a mere semblance :' 
" Mere vaniiy is all their turmoil :* 

*' He piles up, and knows not who shall store. ^" 

He put an unnatural and moody constraint on himself ; which 
under the semblance of keeping him from evil, really kept him 
from goody — from that which alone was good for one so circum- 
stanced, — prayer to Qod. [ Cp. " It is good for m.e (tovli) to hold 
mefestbyGod/'] 

Vtdg, silui a bonis. Jerome, tacui de bono. As regards the 
grammar, cp. 1 Kings zzii. 3 ; — ^which refutes Gesenius's assertion, 
(repeated by Hengst. & Hupfeld,) that the *^m%n " after a verb of 
silence cannot denote that about which silence is kept. 

« i, e. Vanity inheres in his very constitution. E. V, ^ at his 
best state." LXX. ^uu Jer. omnishomo stans. — Others ;'' How- 
ever firmly planted.*' So Cordervus ; *^ Qui nizus adamantino fun- 
damento videatur potens et gloriosus." 

* Hebr. ''in image :" — a mere eemMance of reality. Bertrcmd : 
«Comme un fantdme." Cp. Pindar's tfx/Sc wa^ &¥0gojTot. 
{Fyth. viii. 136.) 

« Oa*^hamah,*^ cp. note on P& xzzviL 16. 

* " cuaph " is used of gathering-in the harvest^ in Exod. ty\\\ , lo, 
IsaL xvii. 5. — After toiling to rear the sheaves of golden grain he 
knows not whether he shall live to store it up, or who shall enjoy 
it. ^Asiph** was the feast of In-gathering ; Exod. xxxiv. 22. 

I 
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7 And now, Lord, what have I waited for? 
My hope is all towards Thee. 

8 Deliver me from all my transgressions, 
Make me not a fool's bye-word. 

9 I am domb ; I will not open my mouth ; 
Because Thou hast done it* 

10 Remove Thy stroke from off me ; 

I am wasted away, because Thy hand is cross to 
me.' 

11 When Thou chastisest man with reproofs for sin. 
Thou destroyest, moth-like,* liis delectable things ; 
Every man is but vanity. Selah. 

12 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and listen to my cry ; 
Be not deaf to my tears :^ 

For I am a pilgrim with Thee, 
A sojourner,^® like all my fathers. 

13 Forbear awhile from ifie,*^ that I may smile again,'* 

^ Now he has risen out of the moody silence of impatienoe to 
the contrite silence of evangelical faith ; — ^recognizing at once hU 
sin and OoiTs righteousness and love. This submission to God 
was not inconsistent with praying as in v, 10. 

7 JjU. "becaiise of the quarrel of Thy baud.'' 

» PrM, Vernon paraphrases correctly ; ** As it were a moth 
fretting a garment ;" see Job xiii. 23. IsaL L 9. li. 8. Hos. v. 12. 

» Let my tears plead with Thee, and draw from Thee some ex- 
pression of pitying grace. Jer. Ad lacrymam meam ne obsurdescaa 

10 entirely dependent on another for shelter and food ; without 
rights of property ; a tenant-at-will. Cp. 1 Chron. xxix. 16. 

11 Or, "Deal leniently with me:" "Grant me a short respite:* 
See job viL 19. xiv. 6 : ( where E. V. has, « depart from me," « twm 
from him.") LXX. &vig /lo/. Symm, iLncU%w iiou. Jer, parce mihi. 

is Job ix. 27. X. 20. LXX. 7m ava-^h^w. Symm. ha fLubtdew. 
Jer. Ut rideam. 

The Arabic root (balaja) means a brightening after darkness ; 
and especially, the brightening up of the sky at the dawn of 
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Before I depart and be no more.^^ 

morning. — " It reminds one of the gleam of radiance that is often 
seen on the face of the dying." (Dr. Pusey ; u. s.) 

1* All the parts of this verse occur in the book of Job. — " For- 
bear from me," vii. 19, xiv. 6 : " That I may smile again," x. 20 : 
" before I depart^" x. 21 : " and be no more." vii. 8, 21. 

As regards this last phrase, cp. Gen. v. 24 : " Enoch walked 
with God, (ve-enennu ) aiid was not, FOR God took himP 



PSALM XL. 
To the Precentor, A Psalm of Danld. 

1 Patiently I waited for the Lord, 

And He bent towards me and heard my cry. 

2 And raised me out of the gurgling pit, out of the 

slimy mire, 
And set my feet on the Bock ; my steps He made 
firm. 

3 And He put a new song in my mouth, even praise 

to oiu* God : — 
Many shall see it and fear, and shall tnist in the 
Lord. 

4 Happy the man, who has made the Lord his trust, 
And has not regarded the proud or such as turn 

aside after falsehood.^ 

5 Great are the things which Thou, Lord my God, 

even Thou, hast done. 
Thy wonders and Thy thoughts concerning us ; 

* Caza/v : i. e. idols, (of the eye or the heart ;) vain objects of 
trust. Cp. on iv. 2. 

I 2 
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None may expound them unto Thee ;• 

I would £un narrate and Bpeak of them ; but they 
are too big for recital. 
6 . Sacrifice and offering Thou hadst no delight in ; 

Mine ears Thou boredst ;' 

Burnt-offering and sin-offering Thou requiredst not. 
7 Then said I ; " Lo, I am come ; 

t So Symm, o&x W/v ix&U&at M d'oD. And similarly the Chal- 
dee, Jerome, Eimchi, E. V., &c. — ^He would fain enumerate them 
and set forth their excellency ; but it may not be ! He must 
leave it to Qod to understand His own purposes. Sufficient for 
him to bring the offering of a grateful heart ^ 

Others : " There is none to be compared to Thee ;" as in 
P& Ixxxix. 7. So the LXX. 

s Thy words have penetrated through the ear (which is as the 
upper stratum of the soil,) down into the deep fountain of obedi- 
ence, the heart : (cp. v. 8.) Not the superficial ear-service of sacri- 
fice, but the deep devotion of the spirit^ is what Thou deligfatest 
in. (" Carah*^ is used of digging a well. Gen. ixvL 26.) Cp. IsaL 
1. 4, 5. << The Lord Qod hath opened (pathach) my ear ; and Iwcu 
not Tf^eOjUmiP Job zxziii. 16. ^Then He opens (yigleh) the ear 
of men, and seals their instruction." The rite of boring the ears 
(Exod. XXL 6,) is not immediately referred to heare ; though the 
symbolical meaning of that act is dosely allied to the present 
passage. Vulg, Aures perfecisti mihi. Aq, ur/a de sfsxa-^a^ fMt^ 
Symm, wr/a h\ xarstfxs^iatfa; fhoi, Theod. urta xarrigrtffoti /acu 
Jer, Aures fodisti mihi. In illustration of the metaphor, CbrcfsniM 
quotes Clem. AL (Pasd. IL 12); '^Eyes that have been anointed 
with reason (p^oytf!) and ears through which a boring has been 
made into intelligence, (s/; a/^^^jo'/y dtartr^rifiiva,) fit a man for 
listening to Divine things and beholding holy things." 

LXX. (Tw/ta df Karnirim fi^oi ; — giving the same general con- 
trast : — ^ Not isolated, outward, oeremonial acts, but the devotion 
of that whole hiunan nature which Thou hast given me." Cp. 
Appendix I. §. 4. 
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^' In the volume of tbQ book it in preaeribed mto 
me;* 

8 ^< To do Thy good'pleasure,' my God, is roy de- 

light; 
** And Thy law is m my inmost parts/' 

9 I proclaimed righteonsness in the great congregation, 
'Lo, I will not restrain my lips ; Thou, Lord, know- 

est 

10 I hare not hid Thy righteousness within my he^, 
I have talked of Thy faithfulness and salvation ; 

I have not concealed Thy mercy and truth from the 
great congregation. 

11 Thou too,* Lord, wilt not restrain Thy compas- 

sion from me ; 
Oh let Thy mercy and truth perpetually guard me. 

12 For evils without number have mustered against 

me. 
My sins have laid hold on me ; and I cannot see f 
They are more than the hairs of my head ; and my 

heart hath failed me. 

13 Be pleased, Lord, to deliver me ;• 
Lord, haste to my help. 

14 Let them be ashamed and abashed together who neek 

after my soul to destroy it ; 
Let them be driven back and confounded tb»t desire 
my hurt. 

« For the consiru^ioB, see 2 Kings izii 13. For the meAzuag 
op. Deut X. 12. &G. (St. Mai^ zii. 33.) 

* or "gracious will :" (ratson,) 

* " Th<yu^^ in Thy turn : since I restrained not my lips, v, 9. 

▼ His sight was gone from sorrow.— E. Y. "So that I ai^ not 
able to look up«" 

* With the remainder of the Psalm compare Paialm Ixx. 

I 3 
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15 Let them be left desolate by reason of their shame,' 
Who say to me : " Aha, aha !" 

16 Let all those who seek Thee be joy fed and glad in 

Thee; 
Let those who love Thy salvation continually say, 
" The Lord be magnified !" 

17 As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord thinks 

ofme;^« 
My help and deliverer art Thou ; O my God, delay 
not! 

' Shame at the manifest disappointment of their malignant 
hopes. Jer, Pereant post confdsionem suam. 

E. V. " Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame. 
Hammond miderstands by "shame," turpitude, shameful actions. 

i<> LXX. ^govriet fAov, VvXg. Solicitus est mei. 



PSALM XLL 
To the Precentcyr. A Psalm of David. 

1 Happy he who deals considerately* with the afflict- 

ed*; 
The Lord will deliver him in the day of evil. 

2 The Lord will guard him and keep him alive ; 
He shall be prospered upon earth, 

1 Or ; "exercises forethought for." LXX. 6 <juwwv. Symm, o IvfoSv 
a T^o^?X€. Jer. Qui cogitat de paupere. Apollinarius: ^s^ixfidsrat, 
St. Ambrose (ap. Corder. p. 769) " Quid est, Qui inteUigit ? — ^Qui 
compatitur pauperi, qui haurit ejus necessitates, scit quid mali 
inopia adferat indigenti." 

* Of whom, remarks Hengstenberg, could this be said with such 
depth of meaning, as of Him, who (in St. John xiii. 18) expressly 
applies t;. 9 to Himself? 
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And oh ! never wilt Thou surrender him* to the will 
of his enemies. 

3 The Lord will support him on the bed of languishr 

ing: 
Thou tumest all his bed in his sickness.* 

4 As for me, I said, " Lord, be gracious to me ; 
" Heal my soul for I have sinned against Thee." 

5 My enemies speak evil of me ;^ 

" When will he die and his name perish ?" 

6 And if he come to see me, he utters hollowness ; 
His heart gathers up for itself mischief ;^ . 

He goes forth ; he tells it in the street. 

7 All that hate me whisper together against me. 
Against me they devise evil for me. 

8 " Some piece of villainy sticks fast to him ; 

" And now that he is laid down,^ he shall rise no 
more." 

9 My intimate friend,' too, in whom I confided,^- 
Who ate of my bread, has lifted^ his heel against me. 

* Hebr. " Do not Thou surrender him." 

* " Tu, Deus suavis et mitis, ita soles facere cum fidelibus Tuis ; 
nam siquando vidisti pium aliquem gravari tentationibus vel afiUc- 
tionibiis, ita ilium consolari consuevisti quomodo consolatur 
segrotum, qui totum stratum versat et reveraatj ut moUvas cvbet et 
quiescat^^ {BeUarmin,) 

* While he was approaching God in lowly penitence, they wew 
invoking evil on him. 

* While he makes a pretence of friendship, and utters hollow 
compliments, he is treasuring up every, the slightest, incident as 
material for misrepresentation. 

f On his sick bed. 

* Idt "Man of my peace." Obad. 7. Jer. xx. 10. 
» Lit, "Magnified." Cp. xxxviii. 16. 
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10 But Thou, LoBDy be gradlous to me, and raise me 

up; 
So shall I requite them.^^ 

11 By this I know Thou hast pleasure in me 
Because my enemy does not triumph over me. 

12 And as for me, — ^in my integrity Thou upholdest me, 
And stablidiest me in Thy presence for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lobd QoA of Israel ; 

From eveilasting to everlasting. Amen^ Amen.' 

^^ Such requital, observes Delitzsch, was obligatory on David as 
legitimate king, — Abound to resist treacheiy and villainy in (lod's. 
name and strength. 

> The end of the FirH Book, Each of the four first books 
ends with "Amen." (See Ps. LXXII, LXXXIX, CVI.) ffip- 
polytus says : " The Hebrews divided the P&alter into five books, 
80 that it is another Pentateuch,*' (p. 193, ed. Lagarde.) 

Of the Ptohns in the First Bode only I, II, X, and XXXIII, 
are without the title " Le-Damd" Of these X clearly forms a 
pair with IX } (the Septuagint and Vulgate actually \mite the 
two;) and XZXIII is closely related to both XXXII and 
XXXIV. 
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PSALM XLIL 
To the Precentor. Maschil of the sons of Korah.^ 

1 Like the hart which pants^ for water-brooks, 
So pants my soul for Thee, God. 

2 My soul is athirst for Grod, for the living Grod ; 
When shall I come and appear before God ?* 

A Ps. XLII and XLIII evidently form a pair. A comparison of 
2 SanL XV. 26 would suggest that David is the person introduced 
speaking. They were probably written by a Korahite, who was 
with David in his flight across Jordan and sought thus to com- 
fort the exiled King. Compare with these DaVid's own ode, Ps. 
LXIII. 

1 Or," brays." (E. V.marg.) The word occurs elsewhere only in 
Joel i. 20. It denotes specially the cry of the antelope or gazelle. 
That animal, suffers much from thirst, being naturally of a hot 
temperament, and living much on arid plains and mountains ; be- 
sides being frequently "heated in the chase," (E. N. V.) by 
himters or fierce wild beasts. In this state it rushes panting and 
braying into any river or spring it can find. (See Bochart, Hieroz. 
1. III. c. 17.) LXX. imm^iT Symm, air$vdii: (though Eusebius 
quotes him as using tfis/^rai : Corder, vol, I. p. 787.) Oesen, 
compares w^uo;, ^f ^ai, rugio : though he does not notice the 
fact that ogwg is the name of a species of Antelope : (Herod, iv. 
132.) Corderiua: Glocitat. 
* For the construction, cp. Deut. xxxi. U, 
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3 My tears have been as food to me by day and by 

night; 
While they say to me continually, " Where is thy 
God?'* 

4 These things* I call to mind, — and pour out my soul* 

upon me, — 
How I was wont to go with the procession, how 

I marched before them to the house of God, 
Amid the voice of joy and praise and a festive 

crowd. 5 

5 Why droopest thou,^ my soul, and frettest so upon 

me? 
Hope in God ; for I shall yet praise Him for the 
health^ of His countenance.* 

6 my God, my soul droops upon me ; 



* Best taken as referring to what follows. "Deep sorrow seeks 
out what will aggravate its pain ; and, in particular, tries to lose 
itself in the remembrance of the happier past." ( Hengst) 

* 1 Sam. i. 15. Lam. ii. 19. 

* Cf. 2 Sam. vi. 14. So little ground ( observes HamrM/nd) 
was there for the opinion of Tacitus, (Hist, v. 5, ) " Liber festos 
laetosque ritus posuit: Judeorum mos absurdus sordidtuqiie" 
Far rather were the Jews justified in calling idolatrous celebra- 
tions '^ e^d,** a mdness. In sttch laughter was deep sadness. 

* Aq. H xaraxifirrsig ; Symm, r/ xaraxa^fljrij ; Jer. Quare 
incurvaris. See Appendix III. 

7 LXX. tfwrjjg/ov. t/er. Salutaribus. 

« Jer, Vultus ejus. No doubt, correctly ; as the " Elohey " can- 
not well be dispensed with at the beginning of v, 6. — ^The some- 
what abrupt cadence is suited to the state of the Psalmist's feeling : 
and gives greater effect to the conclvding cadence of v. 11. A 
slight change occurs similarly in Ps. lix. 6, 14. 



XLIl] PSALMS. 95 

Therefore* will I remember Thee, from the land of 

Jordan^® 
And of the Hermons, from the hill Mitzar. 

7 Deep calls to deep*^ at the noise of Thy water- 

spouts;'* 
All Thy breakers" and billows have passed over me. 

8 Yet the Lord will ordain His mercy in the day- 

time, 
And by night His song is with me, 
Even a prayer to the God of my life. 

9 I will say to God, my rock, "Why hast Thou for- 

gotten me ? 

9 " Therefore ;''—iQ remedy my grief. Cp. Jon. ii 8. ** When 
my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord." [Andob- 
■erve, that Jon. ii. 4. is clearly a quotation from v. 7. of this 
Psalm.] It is remarkable that the LXX. have ^^tXvmg tl 97 
^ -J/UX;^ fiovy at V. 6. and rj -vj/u;^?? fiov sra^dx^fi ^^re ; the very- 
terms used in St. Matt. xxvi. 38 : and St. John xii. 27, respec- 
tively HengBtenberg, remarks ; "Not without profound reason 
did our Lord, in expressing His sorrow, fetch His words from a 
Psalm rich in consolation." He notices, also, that the "remem- 
ber" here is as a counterpoise to that of v, 4. 

'» The Trans-Jordanic land was not looked on as, strictly, part 
of Canaan. See Josh. xxii. 11, 19. 

J» As if one urged-on the other in its wild career. 

" The word occurs elsewhere only in 2 Sam. v. 8 ; (but cp. 
Zech. iv. 12.) It there denotes a water-course, tunnelled ( as it 
would seem) in the rock of Zion. Here it represents the torrents 
of rain, (cp. Job. xxxviii. 25, 26,) that are rushing down as if 
from the sky, amidst roaring thunder. [The word " water-spouV' 
has been retained for the sake of it& pictorial image ; but not as 
if the technical " waterspout" of the tornado were referred to.] 
LXX. xara^|?jxra/, — (which in Strabo is applied to A torrent 
of rain. See Scott <md LiddeU,) 

^' LXX. (fuTf}^iov. Jer. gurgites. 
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'' Why go I in gloom amidst the oppn^ion of the foe?'' 

10 As with a dagger-stroke'* in my bones, my enemies 

reproach me, 
While they say to me all day long, " Where is thy 
Gfod?" 

11 Why droopest thou, my soul, and why frettest thou 

upon me? 
Hope in God ; for I shall yet praise Him, 
Who is the health of my countenance" and my God. 

1* So Symm, (ug tfpayjjv), Kimchi, and E. V. ("as with a 
sword.") Most others ; "whilst my bones are crwhed,'' 

15 jrscx. c<arniia. Jer, salutibus. "The health (or healing 
virtue) goes forth jr(m God's countenance, v. 6, and rests upon 
the sorrowing countenance of the Psahnist." (Eein^st) 

PSALM XLHL 

1 Judge >me, Lobd, and sustain my cause\ against 

an unloving*. nation, 
Deliver me from the guileftd and unjust^man. 

2 For Thou art the God of my defence*; why hast 

Thou cast me off? 
Why go I in gloom amidst the oppression of the foe ? 

3 Send forth Thy light and Thy truth,* let them' lead 

me. 
Let them bring me to Thy holy mount and to Thy 
tabernacles. 
1 pg^ j^y 1^ * lo-chdsid. See on iv. 4. 

,» H. «myfortress-Gk>cL" 

* Perhaps with an allusion to the Urim apd Thummim, * light' 
and < truth' ; (Exod. xxviii. 30 ; where tfce LXX. have hriXustg 

» « them,'' emphatic :— ^. cLJil have them, Lam safe. M re- 
gards the personification, cp» lyii. 4. 
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4 That I may go to the altar of God, to God my ex- 

ceeding joy,^ 
And may praise Thee on the harp, God, my Gk)d I 

5 Why droopest thou, my soul, and why frettest 

thou npon me ? 
Hope in God ; for I shall yet praise Him, 
Who is the health of my conntenance and my God. 

8 Hebr. " The gladness of my joy." Jer. Isetitiam exultationis 
meee. 



PSALM XLIV. 
To the Precentor, Maschil of the sons of KoraL^ 

1 God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers 

have told us. 
The work Thou wroughtest in their days, in the 
days of yore. 

2 Thou with Thine own hand dravest out the heathen, 

but them Thou plantedst ;^ 
Thou didst afflict the nations, but them Thou madest 
to spread abroad.^ 

3 For they won not the land by their own sword, 
Nor was it their own arm that saved them ; 
But Thy right hand and Thy arm. 

And the light of Thy countenance, because Tliou 
wast propitious to them. 

^ '^ A Psalm of Martyrs," say Ambrose, Augustine, and Jerome. 

This Psalm is similar in expression to Ps. LX ; and was proba- 
bly written on the same occasion. That t;. 11 need be no objec- 
tion to this view, is evident from passages like 1 Kings viii. 46. 
Joel iiL 4, 6. Amos i. 6 — ^9. 

lExod. XV. 17. 

« As a tree her branches. Ps. Izzx. 12. Ezek. xvii. 6, 7. . 

E 
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4 Thou verily* art my king, Grod ; 
Command Thou^ the salvation of Jacob. 

5 By Thee we dhall push down our enemies, 

By Thy name we shall trample down our assailants. 

6 For it is not in my bow that I trust, 
Nor is it my sword that saves me. 

7 For Thou savest us fixmi our enemies, 
And puttest them to confusion that hate us. 

8 In Grod we make our boast all day long, 
And praise Thy name for ever. Selah. 

9 But Thou hast cast us off, and put us to shame. 
And goest not forth with our armies. 

10 Thou makest us to turn backward from the enemy ; 
And they who hate us get themselves plunder. 

11 Thou givest us up as sheep for the shambles, 
And scatterest us among the heathen. 

12 Thou sellest Thy people for nought,* 
And gainest not by their purchase-money. 

13 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, 
A taunt and derision to all around us. 

14 Thou makest us a by-word among the nations, 
A mark for the peoples to shake their head at. 

15 All day long my confiision is before me. 
And the shame of my face has covered me. 

16 At the voice of the reviler and blasphemer. 

At the presence of the enemy and self-avenger. 

17 All this has come on us, yet have we not forgotten 

Thee, 

» or : "Thou Thyself:" (so Calvin.) Thau art the real so- 
vereign. 
* Issue Thy royal command ; — and it is done. 
? Eebr. ^^for what is no wealtL" 
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Nor been untrue to Thy covenant. 

18 Never did our heart turn backward 

Or one of our steps swerve from Thy path : 

19 That thou shouldest have® bruised us as in a haunt 

of jackals,^ 
And covered us over with the shadow of death. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our God 

Or stretched out our hands to any strange God ; 

21 Would not God search out such a thing ? 
For He knows the hidden things of the heart 

22 Nay, for Thy sake we are killed all day long, 
We are reckoned as sheep for slaughter.^ 

23 Awake, why sleepest Thou, Lord ? 
Wake up, cast not oflF for ever. 

24 Why hidest Thou Thy face 

And forgettest our affliction and oppression ? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust, 
Our belly cleaves to the earth. 

26 Stand up to be our help ; 

And redeem us for TJhy mercy's sake,' 

^ "Pot the construction, cp. Gen. xl. 16. Numb. xi. 12, 13. 
Job vii. 12. X. 5, 6. 

7 L e. as in a desert covered with ruins, of which jackals were 
the tenants. Aq, h rhntt^ ^oixfirtf), Cp. Jerem. ix. 11. x, 22. 
xlix. 33. 

• Yet they had never swerved from God*s Covenant. — Hence 
St. Paul infers the strength of religious faith, — superior to per- 
secution or peril or sword : Rom. viii. 35. 

2 Psahns XLII, XLIII, and XLIV speak of sorrow and desola- 
tions. The next five reveal God's protection of His chosen city 
and people. 
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PSALM XLV> 

To the Precentor. Upon " Shoshannim.^^ Masehil of the 
sons of KoraL A sonff of loveliness.^ 

1 My heart is teeming with a goodly word ; 
Say I : — " My works* are for the King :" — 
My tongue is the pen of a rapid writer. 

2 Pair, fair, art Thou beyond the sons of men , 
Grace has been poured forth on Thy lips :* 
Therefore Gtod has blessed Thee for ever, 

^ Svhfect : — ^Messiah's loveliness, majesty, and eternal sover- 
eignty ; His espousal of the Israelitic churcH ; the subjection 
of the wealthy Gentile races to the churcL 

The Messianic interpretation is so manifest that even Theodo- 
rus of Mopsuestia, — ^the ultra-literalist of ancient times, — allowedit. 
The Chaldee on v. 9 (H. 10) has ; *^ The circles (pilk6) of kingdoms 
come to obtain Thy &vor and to honour Thee." And similarly 
Eamchi : ^ The kings' daughters are ncUionSi who shall be brought 
to the obedience of king Messiah.*' — See further App. I. § 5. 

In Psalm xliv Israel, a prey to their enemies, (among whom 
the Tyrians were sometimes numbered, see Joel iii and Amos i,) 
exclaimed ; ^^Thou art my king, Qod ; command salvation for 
Jacob." Here the King himself comes forward, and the nations 
bow before the Church, Tyre leading the way. 

From the nature of the case, the allegory does not express the 
fuU spiritual truth. It speaks of the obedience^ not as yet of the 
incorporation^ of the Gentile races. 

^ Or; **of the beloved ones," (yedidoth,) The word is used 
specially of those who are loved by God ; Deut. zxxiii. 12. 
% SaoL ziL 25. Ps. Iz. 6. cxxvii. 2. Jer. zi. 15. — ^In Ps. Ixzxiv. 1, yec^t- 
c^^A is rendered by E. v., ^^ amiable." — ^LXX. itici^ row ayaflnjroC/ 
Jer. Canticum amantissimi. 

s Symm* M ^o/^^arc£ /ctou. 

3 Cp. St. Luke iv. 22. 
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3 aini Thee Thy swoni on Thy thigh,* Mighty One,— 
Thy grandeur and Thy majesty » ; 

4 Aad in Thy majesty ride forth prosperously 

In behalf of truth and meekness and righteousness,* 
And let Thy right hand teach Thee terrible deeds. 

5 Thy arrows are sharp, — ^nations fall beneath Thee, — 
Home to the heart' of the king's foes I^ 

6 Thy throne, God,* is for ever and ever ; 

A sceptre of equity*® is the sceptre of Thy kingdom. 

* Cp. Bev. xiz. 17 ; (which probably refers to this Bsahn.) 

* In apposition with " Thy sword" in the preceding line. The 
Qrk. Comment, in Corderius (I. p. 834) well remarks: *' That 
you may not suppose the Sword to be a material one (o/tfSiynjv), 
he adds, *Thy beauty ;' for the beauty is His sword." 

* ffeb, " meekness-righteousness:" =» meekness-wedded righteous- 
ness. On theimion of these compare Zeph. ii 3. "Seek ye the 
Lord, all ye meek of the earth, who ham wrotight His judgment; 
seek righteousneeei seek maekneee : it may be ye shall be hid in the 
day of the Lord's anger." The king who thus goes forth to give 
victory to truth and to help long-suffering righteousness, was 
Himself distinguished for this union of Righteousness and Lowli- 
ness : Zech. iz. 9. — ^The Grk Comment, (p. 834.) says excellently : 
0/ liiky iXkoi fia^iXiTg iroXifioutfi shxsv ^f^fidruv xat toXimv, 

79(. Cp. Ixzii. 4. IsaL zi 4. 

TiTcftr." In the heart." 

B Cp. St. Aug. Conf. iz. 2. Sagittaveras cor nostrum charitate 
Tu% et gestabamus verba Tua transfiza visceribus. 

9 ^The fiftiresi and gentlest of the sons of men has already 
been seen as the mightiest and most glorious. The Psalmist now 
advances higher and addresses Him plainly as God :— as Isaiah 
also calls Him * the mighty God.' " (DelUzsch.) 

^^ Cp. Izvii 4. zcvi. 10. 
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7 Thou hast laved righteousness and hated iniquity, 
Therefore God, Thy God, has anointed Thee 
With the oil of gladness beyond Thy companions.^ 

8 Myrrh and aloes,^ — ^very cassia, — are all thy gar- 

ments ;" 
Out of ivory palaces," thence^* did they gladden 
Thee. 

9 Daughters of kings w^e among Thy nobte ladies ; 
On Thy right hand stood the Queen" in gold of 

Ophir.i« 
10 ^^ Hear, daughter,^' and see, and bend th^ie ear ; 
"And forget thy own people and thy fether's 
house:** 

11 Beyond Thy fellow-kings :— for Thou art Kino op kings, 
(Eev. six. 11, 16) : beyond all priests or prophets ;— for the 
Anointing Spirit was given to Thee "without measure'*: John 

iii.34. 

12 So strongly scented, that they seem to be myrrh, &c. " The 
fragrance was the effect of the anointing.** (Stier,) 

13 Palaces inlaid with ivory. 1 Kings xxii. 39. S. Song, vii 4. 

Amos, iii. 15. 

M « wmm"" for « wi<' as in the preceding Psalm {v. 10. 18^ ; 
the prepoffltion repeated absolutely as in Isaiah lix. 18. Thence,— 
out of the palaces inlaid with ivaryr-^from which the mareiBge- 
escort advanced. LXX. Ig Si'.— Others; "the ininstrelsy :**- 

mimUm, Ps. cL 4. 

15 ^SUgalf' Dan. v. 2, 3. Neh. ii. 6. 

i« " Gold of Ophir" was known in JkmcTs time : see 1 Chron. 

xxix. 4. 

IT That is, says Kimchi, "the congregation (kene^th) of 
Israel ;" or, as it is elsewhere, " the virgin-daug&ter ©f Israel" 
So in V. 12, " the daughter of Tyre," clearly denotes the irM^i&mts 
of Tyre. See above on ix. 14. 

IB Cp. Gen. xii. 1. 
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11 '^ Then shall the King desire thy beauty; 

"For he is thy Lord; ihere&re worship thou EDin- 

12 " And^* the daughter of Tyre coming with an offer- 

ing,— 
Yea, the richest of the people,^- shall pay homage 
to thee."" 

13 All glorious is the king's daughter yonder within ;*^ 
Her clothing is of gold-woven texture. 

14 In hroidered robes shall she be led to the king ; 
The virgins in her train, her companions, are 

brought to Thee. 

15 They shall be led amidst joy and gladness, 
They shall enter the king's palace. 

16 LiE^ad of Thy fathers shaU be Thy children^ 
Whom Thou shalt make princes over all the eaiiL 

17 I will record Thy name through all ages. 
Therefore shall the nations praise Thee for ever and 

ever. 

19 "Honour thy Spouse, and thou shaJt be honoured." (Luther,) 

*<> Or, " shall seek to win thy favour." Lit " shall propitiate thy 

face ;'*— desiring admission to the Church's communion. ''The 

attractive power of the Church on those that are outside is in exact 

proportion to her devotedness to her Lord.*' {Hengtt,) 

Stier remarks on this v, ''Of this homage an instance may be 
found in the missionary efforts of the English ; who may be 
styled the 'modem Tyrians'; and who help, like Hiram, the 
building the Temple." 

. SI In the interior of her father's palaces, which she is juat 
about to leave, in accordance with the invitation in 9. 10. On 
^penimah^ cp. Levit, z. 18. 1 Kings vi. 18. 
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PSALM XLVLA 

To the Precefntor. A song of the sons of Kordh ; on 
Alamotfu 

1 Gtoi is our reAige and strength, 
A help in trouble very accessible.* 

2 Therefore will we not fear, though the earth change, 
Though the mountains totter in^ the heart of the seas. 

3 Its waters may fret and foam ; 

The mountains may quake at its pride : — Sblah. 

4 A river there is,* whose streams shall gladden the 

city of God, 
The hallowed spot of the dwellings* of the Most High. 

5 (}od is in the midst of her ; she shall not be moved ; 
Qod shall help her at the morning-dawn.* 

A Referred by Hengstenberg to the deliverance fix>m Sennit 
dberib. Delitzsch refers this Fsalm, as well as zlvii and zlviii, to 
the victoiy of Jehoshaphat over the combined Moabites, Ammo- 
nites, Edomites, and Arabs : 2 Chron. xx. 

1 Mmtzd :" cp. Isaiah Iv. 6. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9, 2 Chron. xv. 4. 
E. V. ** very present." 

« Or : "be moved into." So VtUg, transferantur in cor. But 
Jer, concussi montes in corde. Mr, Keble has : — 
" Fear we not the world subsiding, 
Boots of mountains heaving high, 

Dao'kly heaving 
Where in ocecm'e heart they lie,** 
This is probably correct. Cp. Ps. xxiv. 2. 
» Cp. xxxvi. 8. The city where God resided, had a perpetual 
fountain of joy, which no enemy could deprive them of. (See 
also Rev. xxiL 1.) 

4 Ps. xliiL 3. Ixxxiv. 1. cxxxii. 6 (where R V. has "habita- 
tion.") 
« iiV. "at the timiing of the morning." Ft«^. mane diluculo. 

Jer. ortu matutino. Aq. rtp ytvtfai ^§utav. Exod. xiv. 27 is pro- 
bably alluded to. 
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6 The nations fretted ; realms tottered : 
He uttered His voice ; the earth melted. 

7 The Lord of Hosts is with us ; 

The Gkxl of Jacob is our fortress. Selah. 

8 Come ye, gaze on the works of the Lord, 
What desolations® He has made upon earth ! 

9 He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth ; 
He breaks the bows ; He snaps the spear ; 

He bums the chariots with fire. 

10 ^^ Be still, and know that I am Grod ; 

^^I will be high among the nations, high in the 
earth." 

11 The Lord of Hosts is with us ; 

The God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah. 

ft Ftt^. prodigia. Jer. solitudines. Cp. Isai. xiv. 7. 



PSALM XLVIL 
To the Precentor, A Paalm of the sons of Korah. 

1 all ye nations, clap your hands. 
Shout to Gk)d, with the voice of triumph. 

2 For the Lord is Most High, and terrible. 
The Great King over all the earth. 

3 He subdues^ nations under us, 
And realms under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us,' 

The excellency of Jacob,* which He loved. Selah. 

1 Vvlg, subjecit. Jer. congregavit. Calvin, ordinavit. 

* from which our enemies intended to drive us. But HE 
chooses it for us, and confirms us in the possession of it. See 
2Chron. zz. 

s See Ezek. xziv. 21. 
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5 Gk)d ascended* amidst shouts of joy, 

The Lord amidst the somid of the trumpet 

6 Sing je praise to Grod, sing praise ; 
Sing ye praise to our King, sing praise. 

7 For Qtod is King of all the earth ; 
Sign ye praise intelligently.* 

8 God reigns over the heathen ; 
God is seated on His holy throne. 

9 Princes of peoples join themselves to« the people of 

Abraham's Qod : 
For all the shields^ of the earth are the Lord's : He 
is greatly exalted. 

* To His invisible throne in Heaven. "Every such with- 
drawal to heaven, after His power and love had been displayed 
on earth in the delivery of His people, may be viewed as a 
prelude of Christ's Ascension.** {Hmgst.) And " Christ's Ascen- 
sion was a Triumphal Procession, as St. Paul views it (Col. ii. 15. 
Eph. iv. 8 ) ; and so Yen. Bede a little before his death, which 
occurred on Ascension-day, prayed ; Rex gloricBy Domine Vir- 
tutum, qui trivmphator hodie iv/per omnes casloa agcendisti" (De- 
litzscL) 

• LXX. tfuvfTug. Vtdg, Sapienter* The ChcUdee ; "with good 
understanding." 

« Aben-Ezra and others, (as Hupfeld and Delitasch) ; "gather 
themselves, so as to become the people, &c." The mention of 
Abraham leads the mind to think of the promise made to him, 
that "in him aU nations should be blessed." 

7 i. e. Protectors and kings. Jer. scuta terrea. Cp. Hos. iv. 18. 
ffammond says ; " In the same sense as Bev. xi. 15 ; The Hng- 
doms of the world became our Lord's; thflit is, were converted to 
Christ." 
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PSALM XLVIIL^ 

A Psalm. Song of the sons of KoraJi, 

1 Great is the Lobd and most worthy of praise, 
In the city of our God, on His holy mount 

2 Beauteous in elevation, tiie joy of the whole earth, ^ 
Stands mount Zion, in the recesses of the north,^ 
The city of the great Bang. 

3 Gbd in her palaces 

Is well known as a fortress. 

4 For lo ! the kings assembled. 
They passed by* together. 

5 Themselves they saw it ; at once they were amazed. 
They were panic-stricken, they fled. 

6 Trembling seized them there,* . 
Pain as of a woman in travail. 

7 With the Eastr-wind's blast* 

Thou wreckest^ the galleons of Tarshish. 

A The mention of "ships of Tarshish" in v. 7 of this Psahn 
harmonises well with the supposition of its referring to Jehosha- 
phat's victory. (See 2 Chron. xx.) 

^ Lam. ii. 15 refers to this verse. 

« To a southern invader (coming for instance, from Edom^ Mt. 
Zion would be seen aloft in the recess formed by the hills which 
sweep away in the background to the north. Vulg. latera 
Aquilonis. Jer, lateribus. 

i Others : "They passed away ;" — vanished. 

« On the spot. 

5 LXX. "CviZfia jS/a/ov.-— With one rough breath Thou shiverest 
in pieces the proudest Armadas. ^^Flavit Deit8, et dissipanpur" 

« ^teshabb^ry The same word occurs in 1 Kings xxiL 49, and 
2 Chron. xx- 37. The "ships of Tarshish" fire used as a type of 
worldly magnifioence in Isal ii. 16. Cp. IsaL zxxiii. 21. 
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8 As we had heard, so now we have seen' 

In the cily of the Lord of Hosts, in the city of our 

God; 
Qod shall establish her for ever. Selah. 

9 We have thought on Thy kindness, Gk)d, 
In the midst of Thy temple. 

10 As is Thy name, Gk)d, so now is Thy praise to the 

ends of the earth' ; 
Thy right hand is fiill of righteonsness. 

11 Let Mount Zion be glad; let Judah's daughters* 

exult. 
Because of Thy judgments. 

12 Walk about Zion and encompass her. 
Count her towers. 

13 Mark well her rampart, observe her palaces. 
That ye may tell the next generation. 

14 For this Gk)d is our Qod for ever and ever, 
He will be our guide over deatL^® 

7 Job xlii. 5. 

• Cp. 2 Chron. xx. 29. The records of God's doings in former 
days had been illustrated by this new exhibition of omnipo- 
tence: so that His historical Name was felt to be a present 
reality. 

9 i, e. towns and villages : Josh. xv. 46. 

10 ^'dlr^nmthJ' Or ; " over-against^ in the face o^ death." JS. V. 
(following Kimchi^ "even unto death." 

LX-X. &Mrhg ^oi/jmhT fifAag tig rovg aimag. Jer, in morte. 
Aq. tig &&ava(fiav. The Syr. "over {or^ across) death." So 
Mr. Keble; "Even o'er death Our Guide and Guard is He." 

Delitzsch objects that this conclusion is of too individual a 
character for a national hymn :— a remark that is sufl&ciently 
disposed of by a reference to an equally national hymn, Ps. 
IxviiL 20. 
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PSALM XLIX.A 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of the eons of Korak 

1 Hear this, all ye nations ; 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world 

2 Both ye of low degree, and ye of high, 
The rich man and the poor together* 

3 My mouth shall utter wisdom, 

And the musing of my heart shall be understanding. 

4 I will bend my ear* to a parable, 

I will expound my enigma* on the harp, 

6 Why should I fear in the days of evil, 

Though the wickedness that dogs my heels environ 
me?' 

6 The men who trust in their wealth 

And boast themselves in the abundance of their 
riches : 

7 Not one can by any means redeem a brother 
Or give to Qod an atonement for him ;* 

A SvJbject Neither wealth nor glory nor wit can save the soul. 

1 As a musician might, when performing a difficult piece of 
music. 

« LXX. TO v^6fiXr,fid fiou. Jer. enigma meum. 

» I. e, (probably,) " Though my treacherous enemies surround 
me, seeking to overthrow me." 

♦ "If Qod should make us an offer thus large: * Search all the 
generations of men sithence the fall of your father Adam, — ^find 
one man that hath done any one action which hath past from 
him pure, without any stain or blemish at all ; — and for that 
man's one only action neither man nor angel shall feel the tor- 
ments that are provided for both' ;— do you think this ransom, 
to deliver men and angels, could be found among the sons of 
men r (Hooker. Serm. II. § 7.) 

L 
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8 Too costly is their soul's ransom^ 
And for ever unachieYable ;' 

9 That a man should live on perpetnallyy 
And not see the grave. 

10 Nay, verily, he must see it ;« — Sages die, 
Along with them the fool and idiot perish. 

11 Their inmost thought is that their houses are for 

ever, 
Their dwellings from age to age : 
They call the lands by their own names. 

12 Yet man being in honour abides not ; 

He is like the beasts that are swept away.^ 

13 This is the way of them ; this their folly* ; 

Yet their successors commend their talk. Selah. 

14 As sheep,^ are they laid^^ in Hades ; Death is their 

shepherd:*^ 
And the upright shall rule over them in the morning : 

^ Lit. '4t ceases for ever:" or; ^one must cease (from that 
attempt) for ever." LXX. xai sxwiainv. 

fl So Flaminius ; and in later times De Wette, Ewald, Delitzsch, 
Reinke, Hupfeld, and others : — ^** Id " being taken adversatively 
as in 1 Kings xxi. 15. Hupfeld remarks that there is a similar 
antithetical recurrence of ^rUah'' in Ps. x. 14. zzxv. 22. 

This appears to me a felicitous restoration of the Psalmist's 
meaning ; such as modem criticism rarely supplies. E, V. (and 
so almost all the versions :) ^ For he seeth that wise men die." 

7 " Cut o/" from life by a sudden blow, of which they have 
no previous expectation. Cp. Prov. vii. 22. 

8 ^Kesel" means ordinarily trust or confidence ; but, following 
so close on the ^^kesiV* of v. 10, must here signify foolish self- 
confidence, — arrogant folly. E. V, " This their way is their folly." 

9 crowded together in a fold. 

io LU» " men lay them." n LXX. ^otfA^vsT avroig* 
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And their beauty shall waste away in Hades" out of 
its tenement^* 

15 But God shall redeem my soul from the hand of 

Hades, 
For He shall receive** me. Selah. 

16 Fear thou not when a man becomes rich, 
When the glory of his house increases. 

17 For he shall take nought away at his death, 
His glory shall not descend in his train. 

18 Though in his life-time he blest his soul ; 

And though men laud thee, because thou art kind to 
thyself;^ 

19 Yet thou must go — each to the generation of his 

fathers^ 
Who nevermore see the light. • 

20 Man that is in honour, but without understanding, 
Is like the beasts that are swept away. 

'* LU. "is for Hades to consume." LXX. ffluXcww^^tfira/ h rifi 
*A3>j. Jer. conteretur in inferno. 

« Or : " far from its (earthly) home." 

1* Or; "take me ;"-^the same word as in Gen. v. 24. Cp. Ps. 
IxxiiL 24. Mr» Keble: ^He takes me home." 

19 Because thou livest in good cheer. The same phrase as in 
EccL xi. 9. 



PSALM L.A 
A Psalm of AmpJu 
1 God,even Grod the Lord, has spoken. 

And summoned earth from the rising of the sun to 
its setting. 

A Subject. The Lawgiver of Sinai appears on Zion as Judge and 
Reprover. 

L 2 
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2 Out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, 
God has shone forth.* 

3 Our God shall come, — and oh ! let Him not keep 

silence, — 
Before Him shall fire devour, and round Him it is 
very tempestuous. 

4 He shall summon the heavens above. 

And the earth,* that He may judge His people. 

5 '^ Gather to me my saints, 

" Those who ratify my covenant with ' sacrifice." 

6 And the heavens declare His righteousness, 
For God Himself gives judgement Selah. 

7 ^^ Hear, O my people, and I will speak, 
^' Israel, and I will protest unto the^ 

• *a am God, thy God. 

8 " Not on account of thy sacrifices shall I reprove thee ; 
" Thy burnt offerings are before me perpetually. 

9 " I shall take no bullock out of thy house, 
" Nor he-goats out of thy folds. 

10 " For mine is every beast of the forest, 

" The cattle on the mountains, each of which has 
its thousand* ; 

11 ^^ I know all the fowl of the mountains, 

" And all that roams over the plain is with me. 

12 " If I were hungry, I should not tell thee, 
" For the world and its fulness are mine. 

1 ""ffofia ;" Deut. xxxiii. 2. 

« As witnesses of His righteous jiidgement. Cp, Deut. iv. 26^. 
xxxii. 1. 

3 Hehr. "over" or "upon." LXX. M Sytf/a/j. This indicates the 
main subject of the trial about to be held, 

* Hebr. "mountains of a thousand." Luther. " where they g© in 
thousands." 
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13 '' ShaU I eat the flesh of buUs 
" Or drink the blood of goats ? 

14 " Sacrifice to Otod thanksgiving, 

" And perform thy vows to the Most High: 

15 ^^ And call on me in the time of tronble ; 

" I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.'^* 

16 But to the ungodly says Qt)d ; 

*^ What hast thou to do with declaring my statutes, 
" That thou takest my covenant in thy mouth ? 

17 " Whereas thou hatest discipline, 

" And castest my words behind thee. 

18 " When thou sawest a thief, thou joinedst him gladly ; 
" And hast consorted with adulterers. 

19 " Thou hast let thy mouth loose to evil, 

^^ And with thy tongue thou forgest deceit. 

20 " Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother ; 
" Thou utterest slander against thy mother's son. 

21 " These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ; — 
" Thou thoughtest I was wholly as thyself: 

" But I will reprove thee, and set all in detail* before 
thee« 

22 ^' Oh consider this, ye who forget God ; 

" Lest I rend in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

23 " Whoso sacrifices thanks, he shall glorify me ;'^ 

3 Thou shalt then indeed be able to glorify me, having had ex- 
perience of the mercy and truth, which are especially the "ffloty" 
of God. So Yarchi very well ; " For this is my glory that I save 
them that trust in me." 

^ Lit. " set in order, " as in a formal indictment or pleading. 
Cp. Job. xxiiL 4. 

7 This must be taken as in v, 15. — ^The ^teful spirit shall 
have fresh cause for gratitude ; shall be able to speak forth my 

L 3 



114 PSALMS. [l. 1A 

" And to him that orders his way aright,* I will show 
the salvation of God.'* 

glory, having had solid experience of my goodness. — ^This sense 
is also demanded by the parallelism. 

« Who, instead of following the devious bypaths of self- 
deceivers, lays down for himself a straight road of firm princi- 
ple. Jer, Qui ordinat viam. Calvin : qui viam disponit. Symm. 
Ttf) Bvrdxreag odsvovri. 



PSALM LI. 

To the Precentor, A Psalm of David. When Nathan the 
Prophet came to him after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy good- 

ness. 
According to the greatness of Thy compassions wipe 
out my transgression?. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 
And cleanse me from my sins. 

3 For I know* my transgressions, 
And my sin is perpetually before me. 

4 Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done 

what is evil in Thine eyes ; 
That Thou mayest be justified when Thou speakest, 
and be clear when Thou judgest.* 

5 Behold, I was bom in iniquity. 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 

1 I feel ; — ^recognize ; — am deeply sensible of ; — am no longer 
blind to them. Isai. lix. 12. 

2 Vulg, cum judicaris. Jer, cum judicaberis ; — ^probably from 
the LXX. h rtp x^ivi^dt (fe. But this is no doubt a middle voice, 
as in the Qrk. Comm. (Corder, p. 987 ;; x^ivo/iAivog 'O'^hs dv^^oj^ovg. 
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6 Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inmost parts,' 
And in hidden depth wouldst have me know wisdom. 

7 Oh purify me* with hyssop,* and I shall be clean, 
Oh wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Oh make me to hear joy and gladness. 

That the bones Thou hast broken may rejoice.® 

9 Hide Thy face from my sins, 
And wipe out all my iniquities. 

10 Create me a clean heart, God, 
And renew within ffie a settled ' spirit 

11 Cast me not forth from Thy presence, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, 
And sustain me with a generous® spirit. 

3 " TucJioth,'' according to the Targum the same with " ke- 
layoih^^ — ^the kidneys. Abenezra says ; **The regions of the heart." 

* On the effect of these futures (in w, 7, 8) compare note on 
XXV. 11. — "Wilt Thou not purify me ?" might express the force 
of it. The LXX. and Jerome retain the future. 

5 As he who had touched a dead corpse ( Numb. xix. 18), or 
one afllicted with leprosy (Lev. xiv. 4), was purified. 

"The declaration in Numb. xix. 20, *The man that is unclean 
and does not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from the 
Congregation,' rung with fearful emphasis in the Psalmist's souL 
He perceived that it applied far more truly to him than to 
the person to whom it was primarily spoken." (Hmgst) 

« " Oh be Thou pacified toward me, and it shall be the joyfiil- 
lest news that ever came to any poor tortured suppliant's ears, 
when he is taken off the rack, and all his bones set and restored 
to ease again." (Hammmd.) 

^ or, "firm," "fixed." cp. Ixxviii. 37. cxii. 7. Jer. Stabilem. 

8 " NedivaJi ;" free, spontaneous, self-devoting ; (cp. nedcmih, 
liv. 7 ;) — and so, noble, princely. LXX. jjyg^ov/x^. Vulff, princi- 
paU. Jer. PotentL The Grk. Comm. says ; rhv aurox^arofa 
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13 Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, 
And sinners shall be converted to Thee. 

14 Deliver me from blood-guilt,* God, Thou God of 

my salvation ; 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy righteous- 
ness.*® 

15 Lord, Thou shalt open my lips, 

And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 

16 For Thou delightest not in sacrifice, — or I would give 

it;*i 
Thou hast no pleasure in bumt-ofFerings.^* 

17 The sacrifices of Gt)d are a broken spirit ; 

A broken and contrite heart, God, Thou wilt not 
despise. 

18 Do good in Thy good-pleasure to Sion, 
Build the walls of Jerusalem. *' 

19 Then shalt Thou delight in the sacrifices of righteous- 

ness, — ^bumt-oflering and holocaust ; 
Then shall men ofler bullocks** on Thy altar. 

Xoyt(f/j,6v. Cp. 2 Cor. iii. 17 "where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty." 

9 ffebr. "from blood," — as if the blood were pursuing him, 
crying out for vengeance. Vidff. de sanguinibus. 

^^ For, " if we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteoxM to 
forgive us our sins, " — ^in accordance with His promise. 

" Construction as in Iv. 13. Vulg, dedissem utique. 

i« "The truth is,... the Mosaical law allows no reconciliation, 
no sacrifice, for such wilful sins. (Hebr. x.)" (Hammond.) 

" Let not my sin injure Thy people ; or cause Thy promised 
blessing to be forfeited. 

1* Cp. Hos. xiv. 3. " So will we offer bullocks (parim) with our 
lips." 
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PSALM LIL 

To the Precentor. McLSchU of David. — When Doeg^ the 
Edomite^ came and told Saul and said to him : " David 
is come to the house of AMmelecL^^ 

1 Why gloriest thou in ill, mighty man ? 
The goodness of God endures aU day long. 

2 Thy tongue deviseth mischief 

Like a whetted razor, ^ worker of treachery. 

3 Thou hast loved evil more than good. 

And lying rather than righteous speech. Selah. 

4 Thou hast loved all devouring words, 

deceitful tongue. 

5 Therefore God also shall destroy thee for ever. 
He shall seize thee and hurl thee forth homeless,^ 
And root thee out of the land of the living. Selah. 

6 And the righteous shall see it, and fear,^ 
And shall laugh at him : — 

7 " Lo this is the man, that made not God his strength^ 
" But trusted in the abundance of his riches 

" And entrenched himself in his mischief." 

8 As for me I am like a fresh-green* olive-tree in God's 

house, 

1 trust in the goodness of God for ever and ever. 

1 Smooth and sharp. 

* Lit. "from tent ;" i. e. to a distance from human habitation. 
LXX, fiirava<fTsv<fat <fs aich (fxrivufiarog : (" drive thee as a vaga- 
bond away from tent.") 

* They shall feel reverential awe at this manifestation of diviqe 
power and justice. 

* ^^rcHanani^'^ in xxxvii. 36. LXX. xaraxa^flroj. «/er. virens. 
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9 I will thank Thee for ever, because Thou hast done 
aU,5 
And I will wait on Thy name, because it is good, in 
the presence of Thy saints. 

5 op. Ps. xxii. 32. 
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To the Precentor. On MahalatL Maschil of David, 

1 The fool has said in his heart, " There is no Gtod." 
They have depraved themselves, and grown loath- 
some in wickedness ; 

There is none that does good. 

2 Grod looked down from heaven on the sons of men. 
To see if there were any that acted wisely, that sought 

after God. 

3 The whole of it' has turned aside, they are all alike 

corrupted, 
There is none that does good, not even one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, those workers of iniquity ? 
They eat their food devouring my people ; 

They call not upon God. 

5 There did they shudder with fear, where no fear 

was;' 

A A variation of Psalm xiv. The superscription assigns it to 
David. 

1 The whole mass of humanity. 

* The once bold blasphemer now cowers before the phantom 
of his own imagination. Cp. Levit.. xxvi. 17. — Calvin renders : 
" when they were without fear :" — ^in the midst of their security 
and success : — comparing 1 Thess. v. 3. 
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For God has scattered the bones of him who besieged 

thee; 
Thou hast put them to shame, because God rejected 

them. 
6 Oh tliat Israel's salvation might come out of Zion ! 
When God turns back the captivity of His people, 
Then let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 



PSALM LIV. 

To the Precentor. On Neginoth. MaschU of DavicL 
When the Ziphites came and said to Saul ; " Does not 
David hide himself with us f" 

1 Save me, God, by Thy name, 

And with Thy might oh I vindicate me. 

2 God, hear my prayer. 
Listen to the words of my mouth. 

3 For strangers' are risen up against me. 
And oppressors seek after my soul ; 

They have not set God before them. Selah. 

4 Behold, God is my helper, 

The Lord is of them* that sustain my soul. 

5 He shall return their evil upon my adversaries ; — 
For Thy truth's sake' bring them to nothing. 

6 With a free-will offering will I sacrifice to Thee ; 

I will give thanks to Thy name, Lord, for it is 
good. 

1 Though of the same tribe, they dealt with him as if he had 
been an alien. 
« /. «. in the number of. — ^Cp. Judges xi. 36. Ps. cxviii. 7. 
»Hebr. « In Thy truth." 
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9 Cfonfotind^, Lord, and divide* their tongue, 
For I have seen violence and strife in the city. 

10 Day and night they go round it' upon its walls ; 
Iniquity also and trouble are inside it. 

11 Mischief is inside it ; 

And oppression and guile depart not from her street. 

12 For 'twas no enemy that reviled me, or I would 

have borne it : 
*Twasnot my foe that vaunted himself against me, 
Or I might have hid myself from him. 

13 But THOU wert a man I prized as myself,* 
My guide^ and my confidant. 

14 We held sweet converse together, 

We walked in Gknl's house in procession. 

15 May desolation^ come upon them ; let them descend 

alive to Hades,^ 
For wickedness is in their dwelling, in their inmost 
(heart). 

16 As for^me, I will call upon God, 
And the Lord shall save me. 

s ^baUa, " as in Isai. xix. 3. 

♦ ^paMag;^^ referring to Gen. x. 26. Let a second "Dispersion^ 
fall on this ungodly Babel. 

5 OaZvin and others suppose Violence and Strife to be here 
represented as keeping watch and ward over the city. — " Ordinari- 
ly the walls of cities are intended to guard against the incursions 
of violence ; here the order of nature Is inverted. Violence and 
strife have occupied the walls." (Calvin.) 

« Hebr. "after my own standard (or value)." LXX. itfo-^^/v^og, 

7 LXX. fiyftim fiou, 

« So the Kethiv, The Keriy " let death overtake them," is fol- 
lowed by most of the versions. 

« Numbers xvi 30. 
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17 Evening and morning and noon-day will I muse and 

complain ; 
And He will hear my voice. 

18 He redeemed my soul in peace from the war that lay 

on me: 
For in great force did they withstand me.*^ 

19 Gk)d shall hear and answer them, enthroned still as 

of old ; — Selah. 
Though they deem themselves free from changes^^ 
And have no fear of God. 

20 He laid his hands upon such as were at peace with him ; 
He profaned his covenant. 

21 Smooth were the creamy morsels from his mouth, 

yet war was in his heart ; 
Softer than oil were his speeches, yet were they 
drawn-swords. 

22 Oh cast thy portion** on the Lord, and He shall 

support thee ; 
He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. 

10 ^immadi:" " (engage) with me," (meciun congredieban- 
tur ), Jer. adversum me. 

11 Lit " whereas there are to them no changes, " ( vicissitudes or 
changes of circmnstances. Cp. Job. idv. 14. ) Their theory, that 
"all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
world," seems confirmed by their own experience. They have 
had one unvarying stream of prosperity, which seemed to them 
entirely independent of any personal Euler of the world : — 
whence their bold impiety and reckless breach of trust. 

Jer. (after Symm.) Non enim mutantur, neque timent Deum. 
Michaelia : Qui nuUam fortunaa mutationem sibi accidere posse 
putant. 

u, "What He has assigned thee ;"— what He gives thee to 
bear ; thy burden : thy lot. — VvXg, curam tuam. 
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23 And Thou shalt bring them down, Ood, into the 
pit of eomiption ; 
The men of blood and guile shall not live out half 

their days ; 
But I will trust in Thee. 



PSALM LVL 

To the Precentor. On " The silent dove of a far-off 
land,^^ Michtam of David : when the Philistinea seized 
him in Gatlu 

1 Have mercy on me, God, for man chases greedily'^ 

after me : 
All day long is he fighting and harassing me. 

2 My enemies chase greedily all day long ; 

For many are they who fight haughtily* against me. 

3 Li the day that I am afraid 

I will repose my trust on Thee. 

4 Through God I shall praise His word ; 
Li God I have trusted, I will not fear; — 
What can fiesh do unto me ? 

5 All the day long they torture my words, 

All their machinations are aimed at me for eviL 

6 They assemble, they work covertly, — ^who but they ? 

— ^they watch my steps ; 
Because they have set their hopes on my soul.* 

^ As a wild beast panting in pursuit of his prey. 

« Cp. Ixxiii. 8. LXX. dLirh U-^J/ou^. The E. V^ foUowing the 
Chaldee, Aquila, Jerome, Yarchi, and others ;— " Thou most 
High." 

8 So firmly are they persuaded that they shall succeed in taking 
my life- 

M 2 
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7 By very wickedness they think to escape !* 
Li anger, God, hurl down the nations. 

8 Thou hast counted my wandering, even Thou 1 
Oh put my tears in Thy bottle ;^ 

Are they not in Thy record ?* 

9 Then shall my foes turn back, in the day that I 

call ; 
This I know, because Grod is mine. 

10 Through God I shall praise the word ; 
Through the Lord I shall praise the word. 

11 In Qt)d have I trusted ; I will not fear ; 
What can flesh do unto me ? 

12 Thy vows, Qt)d, are upon me ; 
I will pay Thee thanksgivings. 

13 For Thou hast delivered my soul from death :— 
Wilt Thou not keep my feet from sliding, 

That I may walk before God in the light of the 
living ?^ 

* LU, "Upon wickedness is escaping to them." It may also be 
taken thus ; " with all their wickedness shall they escape ?" The 
answer is given in the next line. — ^ Averi,^^ the word here used 
for 'wickedness,* (meaning originally "vanity; falsehood,") it- 
self indicates the groundlessness of their hopes. — For ^pcMt " 
see xxxii. 6 ; and cp. Isai. xzviii. 15. 

5 " As one might put precious wine into a flask." {Arndt ; ap. 
Hengstenberg.) " Lacrymse poenitentium vinum Angelorum :" {St, 
Bernard: vol. I. p. 1380.) 

« " Yea, Lord, Thou hast done it already ; Thy favour has pre- 
vented me ; Thou hast set down the number of all my tears in 
Thy book of everlasting record." {Bp. ITaU.) 

7 LXX. ^(Jltfruv. Eeinkej Delitzsch, and others : "of life." 
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PSALM LVIL 

To the Precentor : " Destroy not :"^ Mtchtam of David. 
When he fled from Saul in the cave. 

1 Have mercy on me, Grod, have mercy on me, 
For my soul has taken refuge in Thee ; 

And under the shadow of Thy wings shall be my 

refuge. 
Till these outrages pass away, 

2 I will call to God most High, 

To the God who accomplishes all for me, 

3 He shall send from heaven and save me ; 
What though my fierce pursuer^ revile ! Sblah. 
God shall send forth His mercy and truth. 

4 My soul is among lions ; if I lay me down, 'tis amidst 

firebrands,^ — 
The sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows 
And their tongue a sharp sword. 

5 Be Thou exalted above the heaven, God ; 
Thy glory above all the earth. 

6 They prepared a net for my feet : my soul bowed 

down; 

A With an allusion to 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. The same expression 
occurs in the titles of Iviii, lix, and Ixxv. " David knew that he 
might successfully plead with God, 'destroy not,' seeing that he 
had abstained from taking the matter into his own hand by 
destroying the Lord's Anointed. " (Hengst) 

^ Lit, "He that pants after me." See on Ivi. 1. 

* Symm, fLzra^it pXsy6vruv. Aq, i^ir^ XajSgwv : (which last is 
an ingenious rendering ; as the word is used of pre in Eurip. 
Or. 697, and of twrhMlmt^ violent, men in Pindar, 01, ii. 16C5, Fyth, 
ii. 160.) 

M 3 
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They digged a pit in fix)nt of me ; they fell into 
the midst of it. Selah. 

7 My heart is fixed,* God, my heart is fixed ; 
I will sing and give praise. 

8 Awake, my glory ; awake, psaltery and harp ; 
I will wake up* by early-dawn. 

9 I will thank Thee, Lord, among the peoples, 
I will give praise to Thee among the nations. 

10 For Thy mercy reaches up to heaven. 
And Thy truth to the clouds. 

11 Be Thou exalted above the heavens, God, 
Thy glory above all the earth. 

' Symm, hd^aJa, Unshaken amidst persecution. 

* HaHr; intransitively as in Ps. xxxv. 23. Yarchi; (followed by 
Hammond, Gesenins, and most modems ;) " I will wake up the 
dawn," which seems less in keeping with the context, whether 
wsthetically, or morally. Cp. Ixiii. 1. Vulg. exurgam diluculo. 



PSALM LVIII. 

To the Precentor. '^Destroy noV Mkktam of Damd.^ 

1 Do ye indeed utter long-silent^ justice ? 
Do ye judge uprightly, sons of men ? 

* Those who ought to have been the ministers of justice per- 
verted it ; but God was still ruling the world, and would defend 
the Right. 

1 ^Mem,'' So J. H. Michaelis, ("mutam quasi justitiam et 
innocentiam, diu silentio vestro suppressam,") Gesenius, Stier, and 
Keble : ( " Will ye maintain indeed The scorned and smothered 
right?") Cp. V. 4; remembering that "iUim" and "cAlf^*A" 
occur together in xxxviii 14. JS. F. "0 congregation." 
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2 Nay, in heart ye work onrighteonsness ; 

Te deal out^ oyer the land the violence of your 
hands. 

3 The wicked are estranged even from the womb ; 
Prom the birth they go astray, speaking falsehood. 

4 Venom have they like serpent's venom, 

They are as the deaf adder that stops her ears :« 

5 That listens not to the voice of charmers. 

Of him that handles enchantments cunningly. 

6 God, break their teeth in their mouth, 

The eye-teeth of the young-lions break in pieces, 
Lord. 

7 They shall disappear,' as waters that hurry away ; 
When he stretches his arrows, they shall be as 

though cut in two. 

8 Like a snail that melts away, shall he pass ; 
As an abortion, they shall not see the sun. 

9 Before your caldrons can feel the thorn-fire, 

The whirlwind sweeps away all whether green wood 
or brand.* 
10 The righteous man shall be glad, because he sees re- 
tribution. 

He shall bathe his steps in the blood of the wicked. 

* " t^hdUiiM\ — Lit, " weigh out, dispense ; " — t. e., with all 
the precise formalities of justice. 

* Lit "be dissolved." — As torrents, swollen by the rain, rush 
impetuously down their channels for awhile and then vanish. 

* Others ; '^both the raw and the sodden." In either case the 
metaphor is taken from a party overtaken by a storm, as they 
are preparing food. — ^While they are .busy concocting their 
schemes, — ^long before they have matured them, — ^the storm 
b\irsts on them, and scatters them and their projects. 
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11 And men shall say; " Truly there is a reward' for 
the righteous man ; 
" Truly, there is a Grod who judges^ in the earth." 

5 Hebr. "firuit." 'nhefruU may be long maturing. 

6 The Hebr. is plural : — q, d^ manifold divine agencies execut- 
ing judgment, cp. 1 Sam. xxiv. 12. 



PSALM LIX. 

To the Precentor. ''Destroy notJ*'^^ Michtam of David: 
When Saul sent and they watched the house to kill him. " 

1 Deliver me from my enemies, my God ; 
Set me high out of reach of my assailants. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
And save me from the men of blood. 

3 For lo 1 they lie in wait for my soul ; 
Powerful men are gathered against me, 

Not for any transgression or sin of mine, Lobd. 

4 Where no fault was, they ran and stationed them- 



Bouse Thee to meet me, and behold. ^ 
5 Even Thou, Lord God, (God) of hosts, God of 
Lirael,* 

Awake to visit all the heathen ;^ 

Show no favour to the treacherous workers of ini- 
quity. Sblah, 

A Possibly V, 11, "Slay them not", looks back to the title. 

B One of the earliest of David's psahns. For the history see 
1 Sam. xiz. 11. 

J Take cognizance of the real state of facts : — my innocence 
and their oppression. 

* Cp. Jer. XXXV. 7. xxxviii. 17. 

s Inside the nominal Israel, or outside. 
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6 They come back at even-tide;* they howl like 

a dog ; 
And prowl about the city. 

7 Behold, they belch forth with their mouth ; 
Swords are on their lips : 

For " Who hears ?" 

8 But Thou, Lord, laughest at them. 
Thou deridest all the heathen. * 

9 (Seeing) his strength,® for Thee will I keep watch ;^ 
Because God is my fortress. 

10 My God shall go before me* with His kindness ; 
God shall enable me to look down^ on my foes. 

11 Slay them not, lest my people forget it : 

Scatter them*" in Thy might and bring them down, 
Lord our shield I 

* Beferring to the visit of Saul's emissaries. 

^ AU the heathen nations, with all their might, are unable to 
alter any of Thy designs : much less can these my persecutors, — 
who, by their tmgodliness, have become heathen. 

^ The LXX. have rh x^drog fiou (^vazi.) So the ancient 
versions and commentators : and some MSS. The E. V. "Because 
of his strength :"«the stronger he is, the more earnestly will I 
look out for Thee. 

f They keep vigilant watch over me ; (see the Title;) I will 
be no less vigilant, — not so much in warding off their assault ; 
as in looking out for Thy aid. 

* See note on Ps. xxi. 3. V'idg. Deus mens, misericordia ejus 
prsBveniet me. Jer. Dei mei misericordia. The Syriac; "O 
God, Thy goodness." The Ken has ; " My gracious God shall 
go before me." 

• Calmly and leisurely ; — as a conqueror might survey the 
field of battle. 

^^ Symm, amttrdroi^ov auroi;. The verb is used of Cain^ 
Gen. iv. 12, 14 : and of the Israelites in the wilderness, Numb, 
xxii. 13. 
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12 Oh the siu of their mouth I the word of their lips I^^ 
Let them be taken in all their pride. 

And because of the cursing and falsehood which they 
utter. 

13 Make an end^' in wrath, make an end, till they are 

no more ; 
So shall men know that Grod rules in Jacob 
And to the ends of the earth. Selah. 

14 Then they come back at even-tide, and howl like a 

dog; 
And prowl about the city. 

15 They wander up and down for food ;^ 

If they cannot glut themselves, they will even stay all 
night 

16 But I will sing of Thy power 

And joyfully tell, in the morning, of Thy mercy ; 
Because Thou hast been to me a fortress. 
And a refiige in the day of my trouble. 

17 my strength, to Thee I will sing ; 

For (Jod is my fortress, — ^my merciftd God. 

11 Their character requires no laboured examination : it is 
easily seen, from the pride of their words. 

It In contrast with v. 11. Let Thy wrath at last take full effect 
on them; — ^that men may know it is the working of thy 
sentence. 

1* David himself was the prey they were in quest of. (See 
the Title.) 
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PSALM LX. 

To the Precentor. On Shushan-eduth : — Mklitam of 
David; for instruction. When he disputed ivith Syria 
of the Two Rivers^ and ZobahSyria : and Joab returned^ 
and smote of Edom in the Vale of Salt twelve thousand 
men. ^ 

1 God, Thou forsookest us, Thou soatteredst us, 
Thou wast angry ; Oh now restore all to us I 

2 Thou madest the land to quake ; Thou brakest it ; 
Heal its wounds ; for it is tottering. 

3 Thou shewedst Thy people hard things, 
Thou madest us drink wine of trembling. * 

4 Thou gavest them who fear Thee a banner 
To bear aloft because of the truth.' Selah. 

5 That Thy beloved ones may be rescued. 
Save with Thy right hand and hear us. 

6 God spake in His holiness ; I will rejoice therefore ; 
I will portion out Shechem, and mete out the Vale 

of Succoth.* 

7 Mine is Gilead and mine Manasseh, 
And Ephraim is the defence of my head ; 

A Cp. 2 Sam. viii. 13. 1 Chron. xviii. 12. 

1 So E. V. at Isai. li. 17. LXX. xarav6|gw^ E, F. "astonish- 
ment." 

' In the cause of Truth : for the maintenance of that 
Theocracy, which was inseparably bound up with the preserva- 
tion of Revealed Truth. 

« Succoth was in the tribe of Gad, Josh. xiii. 27 ; and ( it 
would seem) on the East of Jordan ; Judg. viii. 5, 1 Kings vii. 
46. Compare Gen. xxxiii. 17, 18. — ^Hence Shechem and Succotli 
would represent the lands East and West of Jordan. 
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Judah is my law-giver.* 

8 Moab is my foot-bath ; 
At Edom I cast my shoe ; 

At my approach, Philistia, shout aloud.* 

9 'Who shall lead me into the strong city ?* 
Who is it has guided me as far as Edom? 

10 Is it not Thou, God, — ^who didst reject us, 
And wentest not forth, God, with our armies ? 

11 Oh grant us help against trouble I 
All vain is the help of man. 

12 Through God we shall do valiantly, ' 

And He it is who shall tread down our foes. 

* J&r, legifer. Vvi^, rex. (Ewald; " Herrscherstab ; " — ^from 
Numb. xxi. 18.) 

* Hail me with loud acclamations as thy sovereign. 
« Probably, Petra. Cp. 2 Kings xiv. 7. 

7 Numb. xxiv. 18. 



PSALM LXI. 

To the Chief Musician. On Neginah ; — David'' 9. 

1 Hear my cry, God, 
Listen to my prayer. 

2 From the end of the earth I cry unto Thee, while 

my heart is overcast ; 
Oh ! lead me up the rock that is too high for me.^ 

3 For Thou hast been to me a refuge, 
A strong tower against the enemy. 

X <* For me" unaided. I cannot attain to the security I need by 
my own strength. "Quum undique circumspiceret, tuta omnia et 
tranquilla loca quodammodo in sublime attolli putabat et acces- 
simi negare. " (Calvin.) 
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4 I would abide in Thy tabernacle for ever ! 

I will take refiige under the shelter of Thy "vvings, 
Selah. 

5 For Thou, God, heardest my vows, 

Thou gayest me the heritage of those who fear Thy 
name. 

6 Thou wilt add days upon days to the king : 
His years shall last age after age. 

7 He shall abide before (Jod for ever ; — 
Appoint Thou mercy and truth to guard him. 

8 So will I sing praise to Thy name for ever. 
That I may daily perform my vows. 



PSALM LXIL 
To the Precen^toT. On Jeduthun. A Psalm o/DavicL^ 

1 Only* on Qod waits my soul all hushed ;* 
From Him is my salvation. 

2 He only is my rock and my salvation ; 
My fortress ; I shall not be greatly moved. 

3 How long rush ye* on one man, that ye may slay 

him in a body ? 
When he is but as a toppling wall, a broken-down 
fenca 

A Subject. Silent widting for God. — It is remarkable that 
there is no prayer in this P&ahn. 

> *^Ah^ — nothing htU .•"-'Only. It occurs in this Ptelm six 
times : (yv, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9.) Op. budii. 1. Jer, Attamen apud Demn 
silebit anima mea. 

* Lit, "Only to God-ward is my soul hushed.** Op. note on 
Ps. xixvii. 7. 

* FW^. irruitis. Jer, insidiaimini. 

N 
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4 They ocmralt only how to thrust him^ from his dig* 

nity; 
They delight in falsehood : 
Each of them blesses with his month ; but in their 

heart they eurse. . Selah. 

5 Only for God wait thou, all hushed, my soul ; 
For from Him is my expectation. 

6 He only is my rock and my salvadon^ 
My fortress ; I shall not be moved. 

7 On God rests^ my salvation and my glory ; 
My strong rock^ my refrige, is in God. 

8 Trust in £[im at all times, people ! 
Pour out your heart befijre Him* : 
God is our refuge. Selah. 

9 Only vaniiy are common men/ and great men are but 

falsehood ; 
Laid in the balance, they at once mount upward* ; 
They belong altogether to vanity.* 
10 Trust ye not in oj^ression ; and buoy not yourselves^ 

on rapine ; 

4 " haddiach ;" see 2 Sam. xv. 14. 

* Construction as in Ps. vii. 10. 

* Instead of storing up your sorrows inwardly, and letting them 
ferment, pour them forth, — give them free vent, — empty your 
hearts of them before God. Do this " at all times," — however 
gloomy. So He will fill you with comfort and strength. 

7 As at Psalm zlix. 2. 

• Hebr. "they are for mounting up. " 

• Hebr. "are altogether apiece o/ vanity." See Isai xL 17. xli. 
24. xHv. 11. LXX, ix fAarat6rnrog» 

1® Lit " be not vain." — tehbalu : (with a manifest recurrence to 
the hevel of v, 9.) Aq. fi^ fi^arMu^i* Symm. fiii yhic%% Arfjuig. 
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If wealth should spring up,^^ &x not your heart on 
it.12 

11 Once^^ God spake, yea, twice have I heard this ; 
That " Power is God's/' 

12 Thine too, Lord, is mercy ;'* 

For Thou repayest each man according to his work. ^' 

1 1 Unsought ; — ^DaturaHjy in the ordinary coxirse of things, with-: 
cut injustice or oppression^ LXX. idv |8jj. 

1* Do not build on that as the foundation of your hopes. Cp. 
1 Tim. vi. 17-19. 

" LXX. aVaf. Cp. Job. xL 5. 

1* Of Divme poioer, all nature speaks loudly ; and man's own 
spirit re-echoes the statement. The suppUmentary truth of 
GJod's mercif rested mainly on Revelation. It is the Church of 
Christ that can pray ; — ^ O God, who declarest Thy almighty 
power most chiefly in 9howing merey and pity /" 

1' Qod*s power will confront and strike down the rebelliotw ; 
His mercy will bestow an overflowing reward on His faithful 
servants. — ^**That terrible saying of Anne of Austria to Richelieu 
holds trvAfor mercy as weU as for Judgement : * My Lord Cardinal, 
God does not pay at the end of everj week, but at the last He 
PAYS." C The Patience of Hope*) 

The Hebrew word for "repaying^ (shailim) means primitive- 
ly, to " restore to a state of integrity, or wholeness, or peace." 
There e«n be no peace or rest (skalom)^ till retribution has been 
made. (Cp. the connexion between ^pay"^ and ^paoa/r^^ ; Max- 
Muller's Seienee of Lamg^ p. 113.) 

But this retribution is as different as possible from the fata- 
listic ^ fruit of works ;^^ (such, 6. ^., as Brahmanism and Buddhism 
speak of) Instead of a universe bound by a law of implacable 
and inevitable re-action, it presents the human spirit with this 
aUemative; — ^Invincible Power to meet the stubborn, OR in- 
exhaustible Grace to meet the penitent. Cp. Eom. ii. 6. ReveL 
ii.23. 



N 2 
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PSALM LXIILA 
A Psalm of Demi; whenhewas in theioildemem of JvdaK 

1 O God, Thou art my Grod ; early do I seek Thee ;^ 
My soul thirsts for Thee, my flesh faints* for Thee, 
In a dry and weaiy land, without water. 

2 So* have I gazed on Thee in the sanotuary, 
Beholding* Thy might and Thy glory I 

3 For Thy kindness is bett^ than life ; 
My lips shall praise Thee. 

4 Thus will I bless Thee, throughout my life,' 
And will lift up my hands in l^y Name ; 

5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness^ 
And my mouth shall sing praise with joyous lips. 

6 When I remember Hiee on my bed, 

Through the night-watches I meditate upon Thee,^ 

A Prescribed in the '^ Apostolical Constitutions'' (ii 59,) to be 
used as a Morning Hymn. 
1 LXX. ^^ii <n 6^^^i^(a. Cp. Isai.xxTi 9. 
s <^ Faints" with intensity of Icmging. 

* Usque adeo. So, — so earnestly,— with suoh deep fervency, 
have I j<Hned in Thy hallowed service, (gasing on Thee lill all 
Thy power and glocy seemed revealed to my si^t,) that now, 
shut out from Thy ordinanoes, my spirit longs for Thee with the 
most vehement desire. — Delitzseh has ; ^ SnichergegtdU hab' ich in 
Heiligthnm dicb geschant." 

^ ^ Beholding^" with the eyes of the i^uiit. Even Milton 
could speak of such 

" service high and anthem clear, 

^ As may with sweetness through mine ear 
^ Dissolve me into ecatasteg^ 
^ And bring aU heaven before mine eyee^ 
' civ. 33. cxlvi. 2. 

« E» Pr, bk. F. ; " Have I not remembered Thee. . . and thought 
upon Thee.. ?" Jer. Becordans Tui cubili meo, per singulas 
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7 For Thou faaat been my help ; 

And under the shadow of Thy wings I rejoice. 

8 My soul clings fast after' Thee : 
Thy right hand supports me. 

9 As for them, — ^they seek after my soul to destroy it : 
They shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 

10 They shall be given over to the power of the sword ; 
They shall be the jaekals' portion. 

11 But the king shall rejoice in Gk>d ; 

Every one who swears by Him* shall triumph ; 
For the mouth of them that speak falsehood shall be 
dosed. 

vigilias meditabor tibi. E, F. puts only a comma between w, 5 
and 6. 

' ^ davekah achareykcL^^ Jer. xlii 16. Oesen, ^ tibi adhsDret teque 
sequitur." LrUher : meine Seele hanget dir an. (So too Pr. Bk, V.) 
E. F. "followeth hard after Thee.*' Delitzsch ; " Anhangt meine 
Seele dir hintennach.'* 

» t. e. by God. cp. IsaL Ixv. 16. So Yarchi : "All who cleave to 
Thee, and swear by Thy name, shaU rejoice and boast." 



PSALM LXIV. 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David. 

1 Hear my voice, Glod, in my meditation i^ 
Oh guard my life from fear of the enemy.* 

1 Cp. Ps. Iv. 2. 

* *^ From fea/rJ* This petition is embodied in both our Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer. " That we, surely trusting in Thy 
defence, may notfea/r the power of any advereariea,^^ (Mg, 2 CoUL) 
" That we, being defended from the fear of oti/r enemies, may pass 
o\ir time in rest and quietness.*' (Evg. 2 Coll) 

N 3 
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2 Oh shelter me from the secret league of the wicked, | 
From the insurrection of the workers of iniquily. i 

3 Who whet their tongue like a sword, 

And strain tight their arrow — a bitter scheme ;* 

4 That they may shoot in their coverts at the upright 

man; 
Suddenly do ihey shoot at him, and have no fear.* 

5 They fortify themselves in an evil scheme ; 
Their talk is how to lay secret snares ; 
They say ; Who will see them ?' 

6 They devise deeds of mischief; — " A subtle device 

have we matured ;" 
And each man's inward thought and heart is deep. 

7 But God shoots at them with a sudden arrow ;* 
Their wounds have arriv^. 

8 And men hurl them down stumbling ;^— their own 

tongue is against them ; — 
All that look on them flee away. 

9 So all men fear, and tell of God's doing, 
And think seriously on His work. 

10 The righteous man rejoices in the Lord, and puts his 
trust in Him; 
And all right-hearted men exult 

« LXX. 'ir^ay/ia. (in v. 6. Xoyov.) 

« No fear or scruple. The antithesis is given in v, 9. 

5 Or; "who will see mghi of theirs f ' 

« Jer, Sagittabit ergo eos Deus jacnlo repentino. 

7 Lit **And they cause each one to Btumbte." Tlic ^toBgiie 
they had whetted like a sword," (v. 3,>-the "subtle scheme" 
they had devised,— turns upon themselves. Jer. ©t corruent m 
semetipsos Unguis suis. 
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PSALM LXV.^ 
To the Precentor, A Psalm of David* A Song. 

1 On Thee praise waits all hushed,^ God, in Zion ; 
And to Thee shall each vow be performed. 

2 Hearer of prayer, 

To Thee shall all flesh come. 

3 The record of our iniquities overwhelms me ;^ 
Our transgressions,— Thou wilt blot tbem out 

4 Happy he whom Thou choosest and admittest^ to 

dwell in Thy courts* 1 
Oh that we might be satiated with the bliss of TUy 
house, Thy hallowed temple. 

A Thanks for the prospect a boimteous harvest. (Cp. Deut. x. 
13-17.) 

1 Cp. bdi. ly 6. Praise waits in calm and assured futh that 
God's goodness is ready to shine forth, however great the present 
darkness. Such devout confidence is itself praise ; even if no 
word be uttered. And there — ^in Zion — ^this tranquil Praise had its 
abiding home ; because there the sin-troubled conscience (v. 3) 
was quieted, and so enabled to take its part in the anthems that 
daily ascended thence to Heaven. — ^To Thee, Qod, Praise is 
ever pouring itself out in Zion, not with the turbulence of world- 
ly or sensuous excitiment, but with the deep and svbdaed solenmUy 
that befits sinners when graciously admitted to the temple (w. 
3, ^) of Him who is the august Buler and bounteous Sustainer 
of the world, (w. 6— 13»; Cp. Hab. ii. 20. Zech. ii. 17. 

t Lit, ^ Words of iniquities have grown too strong for me.*' 

» Or ; "bringest near (to Thee.)" 

♦ There he would be safe from the pursuit of guilt, (see v, 3.) 
Cp. G. Herbert (26) ; 

" Oh let me, — ^when Thy roof my soul hath hid,— 
Oh let me roost and nestle there ! 
Then of a sinner Thou art rid, 
And I of hope ioad fear." 



6 With terrible deeds' in righteousness dost Thou an- 
swer us, God of our salvation I 
Thou trust of all the ends of the earth, and of the 
sea of distant races.^ 

6 Who stablishes the mountains by His strength, 
Girded about with power. 

7 Who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of 

their billows, 
And the tumult of the nations. 
S And they ^ho dwell in the uttermost parts stand in 

awe of Thy signs :^ 
Thou makest the portals^ of morning and evening to 

rejoioe. 
9 Thou hast visited the earth, and watered it ; Thou 

greatly enriohest it : 
God's stream is filled with water ; 
Thou preparest com for them, while thus Thou pre- 

parest her.' 

10 Moistening its ridges, pressing down its ftirrows. 
Thou softenest it with showers. Thou blessest its 

tender growth. 

11 Thou hast crowned the year with Thy goodness. 
And Thy foot-tracks drip with fatness. 

12 The homesteads^® of the wilderness drip, 
And the hills are girdled with joy. 

' Deeds of tremendous power put forth for the just punish- 
ment of oppressors and the deliverance of His people. Cp. 
Deut.x. 21. 2Sam.vii. 2a 

6 Isai Ixvi 19. 

7 t. e, miraculous evidences of His greatness. 
^ Or: << avenues :" t. e. the East and West. 

9 i. e, the Earth. Man's rich stores are not due to man's toil 
or skill ; but to God's providential bounty. 

to « jfeoth /* see below on Ixxiv. 20. 

i 
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13 The pastures are dad with sheep. 
And the valleys bedecked with com ; 
They shout for joy : yea ! they sing,'' 

" TKey : t, e, the vallies, filled with merry harvesters. Op. Dr. 
Robinson's Bibl Res, vol.iL p. 216. "The hills, where not tilled, 
were bushy and green, and sprinkled with numerous flocks : the 
valleys broad and covered with a rich crop of wheat : the fields 
faJl of reapers and gleaners in the midst of the harvest." 



PSALM LXVL 
To the Precentor. A Song. A Psalm.^ 

1 Shout joyously to Qod, all the earth. 

2 Celebrate the glory of His name. 
Ascribe glory in your praise of Him. 

3 Say tp Gk)d, " How terrible art Thou in Thy works! 
" Because of Thy great might Thy foes shall pay 

homage^ to Thee. 

4 " Over all the earth they shall worship Thee and cele^ 

brate Thee, 
" They shall celebrate Thy name." Sklah. 

5 Gome ye and see the works of Qod ; 

Terrible is He in His dealing with the sons of men, 

6 He has turned the sea into dry land, 
So that men cross the river on foot :-— 
There* let us rejoice in Him. 

A The LXX. has ; eudi) '^oKfioxj dvatfrdofug ; perhaps with 
a reference to v. 9. "Argumentum Ps. estgratiarum actio pro 
beneficiis Dei, sed potissimiun pro perfeota felicitate post omnet 
finitas oalamitates : quod sine dubio in resurrectione erlt." (BeU 
larmin,) 

1 Shall be oompe^Zec^ against their will, to submit themselves. 
See note on xviii. 44. 
« There, on the very spot, where He has exhibited His mer- 
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7 He rules by His power eternally : 
His eyes keep watch on the nations : 

Never may the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. 

8 Bless our Gtody ye nations : 

And make the voice of His praise to be heard. 

9 Who fixes our soul in life, 
And suffers not our foot to slide. 

10 For indeed Thou provedst us, Qod, 
Thou triedst us as silver is tried ; 

11 Thou broughtest us into the net, 
Thou laidest affliction on our loins. 

12 Thou madest men to ride over our heads,' 
We went through fire and water ; 

And Thou broughtest us out* into affluence. 

13 I will go to Thy house with burnt-offerings, 
I will pay Thee my vows; 

14 Which my lips uttered, 

And my mouth spake, when I was hard-pressed. 

15 Burnt-offerings of failings will I offer to Thee, 
With incense of rams : 

I will sacrifice bullocks widi goats. Selah. 

16 Come, hearken, and I will narrate, 
—0 all ye that fear God, — 
What He did for my soul. 

17 I called to Him with my mouth, 

And His praise was under my tongue ;^ 

cies ; — ^mereies so signal as to remind ns of the passage through 
the Bed Sea or through Jordan : — There, at once, let us joy in our 
great Benefactor. 

* Trampling upon us ; Isai. li. 23. 

4 ''madest us emerge." 
dtored up there for perpetual use. Cp. x. 7. Job. xz. 12, 13 
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18 Had I regarded iniquity in my hearty 
The Lord would not hear ; 

19 But Gk>d has heard me ; 

And listened to the voice of my prayer, 

20 Blessed be Gkxl, who turned not aside my prayer^ 
Nor removed His mercy from me. 



PSALM LXVIL 

To the Precentor : on NeginotL A Psalm. A Scmg,^ 

1 May Gkxl be gracious to us and bless us, 

May He cause His face to shine upon us. Selah. 

2 That Thy way may be known upon earth,^ 
Thy salvation among all heathen. 

3 Let the nations praise Thee, God, 
Let the nations all of them praise Thee. 

4 Let the peoples rejoice and shout for joy : 
Because Thou wilt judge the nations rightly, 
And wilt guide the peoples upon earth. Selah. 

5 Let the nations praise Thee, Gkxl, 
Let the nations all of them praise Thee. 

6 The earth has yielded her produce^ ; — 
Grod, our God, will bless us. 

7 Grod will bless us. 

And all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 

A The world's " Hanrest-home ;" sung on the completion (^, 6) 
of a bounteous harvest. 

1 *' The prophet desires that Qod's favour may rest oonspi- 
cuooEdy on the Chosen People, in order that^ by its brightneaSy 
it may attract the Qentiles to partake of the same hope." (Calvin,} 
Cp. Isal Iz. 3. 

2 AccQrding to the proxnise, Levit, xxvi.. 4, 
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PSALM LXVIIL^ 
To the Precentor. Damd^s. A Psalnu A Sang. 

1 ^^ Let God arise ; let His enemies be scattered ; 
" And let them that hate Him flee before Him."^ 

2 As smoke is scattered* so wilt Thou drive them away. 
As wax melts before fire, 

So let the wicked perish before GhxL 

3 But the righteous, — ^let them be glad and exult be- 

fore God, 
Yea, let them rejoice for gladness. 

4 Sing ye to God, celebrate His name, 

Make al highway for Him who rides across the deserts ;' 
Yah is His name ;* oh rejoice before Him. 

5 A father of the fatherless and defender* of the widows 
Is GK)d in His holy habitation. 

A Used in the Jewish Eitual as a Pentecostal hymn. The 
Psahn was probably oomposed on the return of the Ark firom 
some field of battle to Mt. Zion. 

It is some indication of the difficulty of the Psalm that it con- 
tains no fewer than thirteen dra^ XsyofMva. 

I The formula used when the Ark was carried forth : Numb. 

X. 36. 

8 Leaving no trace behind. An American writer speaking of 
Napoleon says : " Never was such leader so endowed and so weap- 
oned : never did a leader find such aids and followers. And 
what was the result ? All passed away^ like the smoke cf his own 
artiUery, cmd left no trace,'' 

i ^'AravothJ' t/er. per desertum. Th«:e is an allusion to Hifl 
leadii^ Israel across the wilderness ; (the middle part of which 
il[ called *Arabah.) Fiirst takes it as « clouds." 

* Hebr. "In Yah (is) His name." LXX. Kv^sog ov6/ta avrf. 

6 Jer. Defensore. DeUMsoh and Revnkey *" Saehwalter," (attor- 
ney.) 
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6 Grod settles the solitary in homes ; 

He brings forth captives into prosperity ; 
Only rebels abide in a parched land. 

7 God, when Thou wentest forth^ before Thy people, 
When Thou marchedst through the wilderness : 

S:elah. 

8 The earth shook, the heavens also dropped, at the 

presence of God, 
Yonder Sinai at the presence of God, the God of 
- Israel. 

9 Thou waftedst' a bounteous rain, God : 

Thy heritage was all-weary ; Thou strengthenedst it. 

10 Thy roving horde* settled therein : 

Thou in Thy goodness providedst for the poor, God. 

11 The Lord gave the word : 

The women who publish the tidings^'' are a vast host 

12 Kings of armies did flee — did flee, — 

And she who tarried at home divides the spoil. 

13 When once ye lie down amid the sheepfolds," 

Lo! the wings of a dove** that is overlaid with silver, 

* Cp. Judges V. 4, 6. Deut. xxxiii. 3. Habak. iii. 3, 4. 

' So Mr. Keble ; — a happy rendering of " tanifi^ Others : 
**Sprinkledst." Jer. elevfisti. E. V. mcvrg, "shake out." 

« As in 2 Sam. xxiii. 13. Ps. Ixxiv. 19. LXXi ra ^wct aw, 
Oesen, compares the Arabic hhayy^ a tribe. Cp. v. 30. 

• " The word of command ; as in Hab. iii. 9. — He issued His 
fiat, and victory at once appeared." (Delitzsch.) 

^^ As Miriam and her attendant choir had done. As Deborah did. 

11 In the repose of peace ; cp. Judges v. 16. Gen. adix. 14. 

1* Israel is compared to a turtle-dove in Ixxiv. 19. The dove 
had escaped from Egypt, " had flown iaway and found rest ;" — 
and was now basking in the sun of God's favour. 

. 
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And her pinions with green-gleaming gold. 

14 On the Almighiy's scattering kings therein," 
'Twas snow-white on Sahnon.^* 

15 A mountain of Qod^^ is Mount Bashan, 

A high-peaked mountain is Mount Bashan. 

16 Why look ye askance, ye high-peaked mountains, 
This is the hill Grod has desired to dwell on, 
Yea, the Lqbd will make His abode here for ever. 

17 The chariots of Qod are twi<^ ten thousand, thou-i 

sands on thousands ; 
The LoKD is among them ; all Sinai is ini the sanc- 
tuary.^* 

18 Thou ascendedst on high ;^^ Thou leddest away cap- 

tives, 
Thou receivedst gifts** among men, yea, among 

rebels, 
That the Lord God might find an abode.** 

w In the land of Israel Others, "for her sake." 
1* The contrast of present joy and past sorrow was like that 
between Mount Sabnon, (etymologicallj, the " Dark Moimtain,'^ 
black with wood (Judges ix. 48 ), and the san^e clad in a vesture 
of snow. Calvin: ^SiQuti montem obscurum dealbant nives, 
ita obscuritate absters^ resplenduit oandida facies terrse." 
1' Mt. Basan, with its lofty column-like summits of basalt, was 
>r.eof the grandest exhibitions of Divine power : — yet in spiri* 
tual dignity it was far inferior to the meek and gentle looking 
Zion. Cp. Isal ii 2. 

16 The glorious retinue of Sinaj, (cp, Deut. xi^xiii. 2,) the Law 
given on Sinai, nay the Lftw-giver Himself weye now present on 
Zion. 
1' Cp. vii. 7. xciii. 4. cii. 19. 

18 /. e, tribute offerings. 

19 Cp. V. 16. Shakan is used absolutely, to signify, ^finding a 
home, or rest," in xxxvii. 27. Iv. 7. cii. 29.-<-Ca2n?», ^ Ut Det» 
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19 Blessed be the Lord day by day*^ :— 

1£ heavy be our load,*' our God is our help. Selah. 

20 Our Qod is to us a Qod of salvation, 

And to Grod the Lord belong the issues from death.** 

21 But God shall dash down the head of His foes. 
The hair-sealp of him who goes on in his transgies- 

sions. 

22 The Lord said ; *' From Basan will I bring them 

back, 
" I will bring them back, (though it be) from the 
deep of the sea*' z 

mhabitet in medio populi sui, sti&qae protectione bealK>s esse 
demonatret qmcunque sub ejus protectione delitescunt." (Some 
remarks on this verse will be found in App. L § 6). 

^ So the ancient versions, and the generality of commentators. 
The £. F, connects "day by day" with what follows. 

« Lit "If (one) lay a burden on us." Others: "Day by day 
fie bears our burden." So Del^zsch, Mr. Keble has : 
^ Praise 4o the Lord from day to day» 
Who bears our burden <m the way." 
— And this perhaps was the sense given to "'amcM^' by the LXX. 
who have xarsuoduufsi ifiTv 6 0e6g. Jerome has "Portabit nos ;" 
(cp. Isai. xlvi. 3 ;) and so ErocSd : •* uns tragend "hilfb der Gott 
der unsere Bettimg." — E. F. " loads us (with benefits.") 

'* He provides means of egreu from ihe dark chambers of 
death. The portals, avenues, or passages of death are His. LXX. 
^s|o3o/ ^avarotf. The Syriae : "The Lord God is Lord of death 
and^f escaping." (Gp. Bev. i. la) 

*i It aught £eem from a eomparison of Amos ix. 2, 3, as if this 
must refer to the eiMm,ies of Israel : — I will bring them back, 
though they take refuge in the strongholds of Bashan on the 
east, or in the abysses of the sea on the west. 

Most of the early commentators, however, refer it to Israd : — 
as does £. V. " I will bring my people again." The meaning may 
then be ; " I will restore them, though it require the same ex- 
ercise of power as rescued them from Og and from Pharaoh." 

2 
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23 " That thy foot may dash itself in gore ; 

'^ And the tongue of Thy dogs (lap up) from, each of 
the foes,"^* 

24 They have seen Thy processions, God, 

The processions of my (Jod and King in the sanc- 
tuary. 
2r5 The singers lead the way, the minstrels follow, 
In the midst of maidens playing on timbrels. 

26 Bless ye the Lord in the congregations. 

Even the Lord, ye who are from the fountain of 
Israel.'* 

27 There is Benjamin, the youngest, swajring*^^ them ; 
Judah's princes, their bulwark ;*' 

The princes of Zabulon, and the princes of Naphtali.*« 

28 'Twas Thy God ordained thy strength ; — 
Strengthen, God, what Thou hast wrought for us. 

29 Because of Thy temple at*^ Jerusalem 
Kings shall bring presents to Thee.*° 

30 Rebuke the roving horde of the reeds,* ^ 

** Symm, xari Xa'v|/s/ yXuctSa rm xuvwv tfou dp' sxcttfrou rm 

eX^i^^ (Toy. 

«5 Isai. xlviii. 1. li. 1. 

«6 Aq. x^arm. 

« LXX. iiysfi^Sveg auruv. /(^r. " in purpur& su&.*' 

«8 Zebulon and Naphtali, — ^the northernmost tribes ; — or (as has 
been inferred from Gen. xlix. 21. Deut. xxxiii. 23. Judges v. 14.) 
the tribes eminent for learning. 

«9 H. "over ;" i. e. surmounting : — as if guarding. 

30 Cp. Isai. xviii. 7. Ps. Ixxxvi. 12 :— and for a partial fulfilmjent 
2 Chron. xxxii. 23. 

»J ''Kaneh" is used of thexeeds of Egypt in Isai. xix. 6. xxxv. 7. 
Hence the reference is here probably to the hippopotamus, — and 
that as symbolical of Egjrpt. 
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The troop of bulls with the calces of the nations ; — 
Each now submits himself with pieces of silver ; 
— He has routed the nations that delight in wars. 

31 Princely envoys'* shall come** out of Egypt : 
Cush shall hasten to raise her hands to Qod. 

32 Sing to Qod, ye kingdoms of the earth, 
Sing praise to the Lobd. Selah. 

33 To Him who rides on the heaven of heavens that 

were of old : 
Lo, He sends forth His voice, a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe ye might to GJod; 

Over Israel is His majesty, and His strength in the 
douds. 

35 Awftd, O GkKl, art Thou out of Thy sanctuaries. 
The God of Israel I 

He gives strength and might to His people ; 
Blessed be Qtod. 

« ffhashmannim : LXX. ^^so^ng. 

** Yeethat/u, '^-come and give themselves up. Jer. iii. 22. 



PSALM LXIX. 

To the Precentor. On " LilieeJ*' DavtcTe.^ 

1 Save me, God ; 

For the waters are come in, even to my soul. 

2 I sink in the mire of the deep, and there is no stand- 

ing-place ; 
I am come into watery depths, and the flood over- 
flows me. 

A Next to Rsalm XXII this is the one most frequently quo- 
ted in the N. T. See St. John ii. 17. xv. 26. Acts i. 20. Rom. xi. 9. 
v. 3. Cp. John xix. 28. 

o 3 
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3 I am worn out with my groaning; my throat is 

parched; 
My eyes fail, while I wait for my God. 

4 More in number than the hairs of my head are they 

that hate me without cause ; 
Mighiy are my assailants, my misguided foes ;* 
— ^That which I had never taken, did I then make 

good. 

5 Ghxl, Thou knowest my foolishness. 
And my sins are not hid from Thee.^ 

6 Let not them who wait for Thee be ashamed on my 

account, O Lord God of Hosts ; 
Let not them who seek Thee be disgraced in me, 
God of Israel. 

7 For 'twas on Thy account I bore reproach ; 
Shame covered my face : 

8 I became an alien to my brethren, 
And a stranger to my mother's sons : 

9 Because zeal for Thy house consumed me,^ 

And the reproaches of them who reproached Thee 
fell on me. 

• Cp. XXXV. 19, note. 

1 And therefore neither is my innocence, as regaixls these 
charges, hid from Thee. 

« " It is impossible not to be vehemently moved at the mis- 
carriage of those things which we most esteem : and the tnser 
we are in matters spiritual, the higher we esteem the promulga- 
tion of religion, the good of God's church, and the promotion 

of His glory Did we esteem these and other duties of the 

spiritual life as they deserve, the extremest fits of passion which 
any worldly wise man can be cast into, would seem but as 
light flashes to those flames of zeal and indignation which the 
very sight of this misguided world would call up in our breasts." 
(Dr. Thomas Jackson : voL Y. p. 202.) 
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10 I wept out my soul with fasting, 

And that was turned into reproaches against me. 

11 I made sackcloth my raiment, 
And I became a proverb to them. 

12 They who sit in the gate^ moralized upon me, 
Nay, even the songs of the wassail-drinkers.* 

13 As for me^ my prayer is to Thee, Lord, this time 

of grace ; 
Gk)d, in tlw greatness of Thy mercy, answer me, 
in the truth of Thy salvation. 

14 Deliver me out of the slime, that I sink not. 

Let me be delivered from them that hate me, and 
out of the watery depths. 

15 Let not the flood of waters overflow me, 
Nor the abyss swallow me up : 

And let not the gulf close her mouth over me. 

16 Answer me, Lord, for Thy mercy is good,* 
According to the multitude of Thy compassions look 

upon me. 

17 And hide not Thy face from Thy servant. 
For I am in trouble ; oh answer me speedily. 

18 Draw nigh to my soul, and liberate it, 
Bedeem me because of my enemies. 



' The public magistrates or elders. Deut. xxv. 7. Job ixix. 7. 
Lam. V. 14. 

* These, too, made me their theme. Cp. Lam. iii 14. Job 
XXX. 9. The grave dignitary and the jesting toper ; — ^L e. aU 
classes of society. 

5 At the commencement of this second stanza, the Psalmist 
falls back into the same ^ deep waters*' as at the opening of the 
Psalm. 

« LXX. ^(^<fr6v, VvJg. benigna. Augustin, suavis. 
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19 Thou knowest my reproach and shame and disgrace. 
My adversaries are all before Thee. 

20 Beproach hath broken my heart, and I am very sick ;' 
I waited for pity, and there was none. 

For comforters, but found none. 

21 They put gall into my food. 

And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

22 May their table become to them a snare. 
Yea, a trap to them in their security. 

23 Be their eyes darkened so as not to see, 
And make their loins to shake continually. 

24 Pour out Thy fury on them 

And let Thy burning wrath overtake them. 

25 Be their residence desolate ; 

Let there be none to dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom Thou smotest. 

And they talk* of the suflFering of those whom Thou 
didst wound. 

27 Oh set the stamp of sin upon their sin' ; 

And let them not come into Thy righteousness. 

28 Be they blotted out of the book of life. 
And not written among^^ the righteous. 

29 But as for me, I am poor and sorrowed ; 
Let Thy salvation, God, lift me up. 

30 I will praise the name of God with a song. 
And magnify Him with thanksgiving. 

7 Jer, desperatus simL Bemke : " Ich erkranke." 

s They talk about it with satisfaction,— -dwell upon it,— 47ia^« 

a story of ity — ^publish it abroad. 
9 Let not their guilt escape Thy just censure and sentence. 

Vvlg, Appone iniquitatem super iniquitatem eorum. 
w Hebr, "with ;"— i e. along with, or in the number of. 
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31 And this shall please the Lord more than ox or bul- 

lock 
Homed and hoof-dividing J ^ 

32 The meek see it and are glad ; 

O ye that seek the Lord, let yom: heart revive. 

33 For the Lord hearkens to the needy, 
And despises not His prisoners. . 

34 Let heaven and earth praise Him, 
I'he seas and all that moves in them. 

35 For God will save Zion, 

And build the cities of Judah ; 

Yea, they shall settle there and occupy it. 

36 And the seed of His servants shall inherit it, . 
And they that love His name shall abide in it. 

11 I. e. Fit for legal sacrifice /—being above three years old, 
and parting the hoof. 



PSALM LXX.A 
To tlie Precentor, David^s. To bring to remembrance. 

1 O God, (come) to deliver me, 
Lord, haste to my help. 

2 Let them be ashamed and abashed that seek after 

my soul. 
Let them be driven back and confounded that de- 
sire my hurt. 

3 Let them be turned backward by reason of their shame. 
That say, "Aha, aha!" 

4 Let all who seek Thee be joyful and glad in Thee, 

A Nearly the same as the last part of Ps. XL. As the next 
Pisalm has no title, this may be looked upon as closely united to 
it. Hengstenberg considers Ixix, Ixx, and bud as a Trilogy. 
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And let those who love Thy salvation 
Continually say ; ^' Grod be magnified I'* 
6 As for me, I am poor and needy ; 
God, hasten for me ; 
Thou art my help and deliverer, 
O LoBD, delay not ! 



PSALM LXXLA 

1 in Thee, Lobd, have I put my trust; 
Let me never be ashamed.^ 

2 In Thy righteousness oh 1 deliver me and rescue me> 
Bow ITiy eat to me and save me. 

3 Be to me a Bock of habitation for continual resort ;* 
Thou hast given commandment to save me ; 

For Thou art my cliff and my munition. 

4 my Grod, rescue me out of the hand of the wicked 

man, 
From the grasp of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

5 For Thou art my hope, Lord God, 
My trust even from my youth. 

6 On Thee have I been supported from the womb. 
Since I left my mother's bowels Thou hast befriend- 
ed me' : 

My praise is continually of Thee. 

A This Ps. contains quotations from, or plain references to, 
Psahns xxii, zxzi, xxxv, xxzviii, and zl;— as though David in 
his old age would gather up, and set his seal to, those former 
utterances. 
1 cfl Ps. xxxi. 1—3. « H. " continually to come to." 

« ^^QozV' :— LXX. tfx^flratfrii^ ^^- protector. (In xxii 9 the 
LXX. have 6 sKg^d^ug /w, for " gochi**) 
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7 I have been as a prodigy to many ; 
But Thou art my strong reftige, 

8 Oh let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, 
With Thy glory all the day long. 

9 Cast me not off in the time of old age, 
Forsake me not when my strength fails, 

10 For my enemies say to me,-^ 

Yea, they who watch for my soul have taken coimi- 
sel together, 

11 Saying ; '' God has forsaken him : 

^^ Pursue and seize him, for there is non^ to deliver,^' 

12 Grod, be liot far from me, 
My Qod, haste to my help. 

13 Let them be ashamed and perish, who harass my 

soul, 
Let them be clad with reproach and disgrace, who 
seek my hurt, 

14 As for me, I will hope on continually ; 
And will add yet to all Thy praise. 

15 My mouth shall recount Thy righteousness. 
Thy salvation all the day long : 

For I know no reckoning thereof, 

16 I will go on in the strength* of the I^rd QoD, 

I will make mention of Thy righteousness, of Thine 
alone. 
J? Grod, thou hast been teaching me from my youth,* 
And hitherto have I proclaimed Thy wonders. 

♦ ** Oevuroth ;" cp. the use of the word in xc. 10. Otherwise ; 
" I will come" (cp. la^o in v. 3 ;) "with the mighty deeds of 
the Lord." 

6 <<Non homines, nee consuetudo, nee industria mea, sed Tu 
^oeuisti," Abp. Leighion, (Peapsoi^'s ^/e, p, cxv.) • 
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18 Now also, even to old-age and grey hairs, forsake 

me not, God ; 
Until I proclaim Thy power^ to this generation, 
Thy might to all who are yet to come. 

19 Thy righteousness also, God, stretches on high. 
For Thou hast done great things : 

God, who is like Thee ? 

20 Thou, who hast showed us troubles many and sore, 
Thou wilt again quicken us. 

And wilt raise us again from the depths of the earth, 

21 Thou wilt increase my greatness, 
And wilt turn and comfort me. 

22 I too^ will praise Thee on the psaltery, yea Thy 

truth, my God ; 

1 wiU sing to Thee with the harp, Holy One of 
Israel.* 

23 My lips shall greatly rejoice, when I sing to Thee, 
And my soul, which Thou hast redeemed. 

24 My tongue also shall muse on' Thy righteousness all 

day long ; 
Because they are ashamed, b^oause they are a- 
bashed, who seek my hurt.. 

6 Hebr, " Thine Arm "; — ^implying, indeed, much more than 
Power ; — active guidance, support, protection, government, chas- 
tisement, conflict, victory. " See I not, in numberless instances, 
the naked hand of Providence stretched out, as it were, on this 
side the cloudy ?" (Young's Cent, not FabulotUy Ch. V,) 

7 In my turn. 

« This name of God oocxirs in two other places in the 
Psalter, Ixxviii. 41 and Ixxxix. 19. Isaiah uses it thirty times ; 
Habakkuk once ; Jeremiah twice. 

9 As on a them^, of which it could never grow weary. Vulff. 
meditabitur. 
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- PSALM LXXIL^ 

Solomons. 

1 God, give Thy judgments to the King* 
And Thy righteousness to the King's Son. 

2 He shall judge Thy people with justice 
And Thy poor ones with equity. 

3 The mountains shall bring forth^ peace to the people, 
And the hills too, in righteousness.^ 

A The concluding words, "The prayers of David... are ended," 
might seem to require the title to be taken as in the LXX. 
** hg '2a\u/ji0uv*^ ; **imto, or concerning, Solomon." (Cp. the title 
to Ps. CXXVII.) As this, however, would be counter to the 
otherwise universal use of the preposition in these titles, it is 
better to translate as in the Text : and to consider the subscrip- 
tion to have a difierent import. (See below on v, 20.) 

Hengitenberg observes that as David rises in Pss. II and CX 
from his own victories to the prophetic contemplation of the 
larger victories to be won by the Divine conqueror ; so Solomon 
here sees in his own peaceful reign a type of the kingdom to be 
founded by the " PriTu^e of Feaoe.^^ 

The above view is no way inconsistent with the supposition 
that V. 6 has a reference to "the last words" of David as recorded 
in 2 Sam. XXIII. These words must have been deeply engraven 
on Solomon's mind : — even if they were not directly intended 
for his admonition. 

1 The Targum says ; " To the king Messiah." Tertullian, adv. 
Mareian. Y, 9, points out at some length that much of the Psalm 
cannot possibly be referred to Solomon. E, g, " Et benedieentur 
in iUo universal gentes. In Solomone nulla natio benedicitur ; in 
Christo vero omnis." 

« "tmIscJ, " used of bearing Jruit in EzeL xvii. 8. 

> bitzddkdh, " The peace is * in righteousness,' — lives only in 
the imparted righteaumess ; — as is in Rom. v. 1 : * being justified 
by faith we h&ve peace with God." (Dr. Pusey ; u. s,) 

P 
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4 He shall right the poor of the people, 

Shall Bare the children of the needy, and onish the 
f^ressor/ 

5 They shall fear Thee,* while the snn lasts; 

And while ijie moon shines,^ throi^h all generations. 

< Whether there has not been a real advance of this kingdom, 
let the following passage, (written in the interests of political 
science) bear witness. 

** Through all the differences and contests of the modern world 
a deep and domirwrnt unity lies in its moral life, a» in its destinies^ 
Let U8 caM it Christianity. In this is comprised our special cha^ 
racter and our glory. 

^This great ^t has produced the formation of a PvJblic Lawi 
the essential yn^TTma of which are few in number. Amongsif 
the principal of these are the fbQowii^ r 

^ 1. Pecuie is the TiormcU condition of noUiOng and governments. 
War is an exceptiondl fact, which requires a distinct justifica- 
iion ,... 

" This law has not perished under the checks it meets with. 
Despite the heavy and nmnerous blows it has received, these 
very attacks and their injvrixms conseqriences have rendered its 
maxims nwre defmed and wgent, 

" This is not a mere philosophical conviction. For more 
than three centuries the greatest fac€s in History speak loudly to 
the point. Every state which long^ and shamelessly violated the 
essential maxims of public European law, ended by finding itself 

government and people, in a deteriorated condition In the 

course of three centuries, the most illustrious in the annals of 
history, the three greatest Empires the world has ever seen 
(those of Cfharies V, Louis XIV, and Napoleon) fell into a rapid 
decline, because they insolently contemned and violated the 
common law of Europe and Christianity. Three times that law, 
after enduring the most violent shocks, raised itself again above 
the ix>w0r and ascendency of genius.** (M. Quizot's Memoirs of 
his own Time : vol IV.) 

5 The effect of the peaceful government should be to promote 
the fear of God from age to age. « H. *• before the moon.*'' 
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6 He shall eome down as rain on the mown ^rass, 
As showers that water the eartL 

7 In His days the righteous man shall Sourish, 
And abundanee of peace, till the moon be no more. 

S He shall role also from sea to sea. 

And from the river to the world's end. 
9 The Desert-tribes^ shall kneel before Him, 

And His enemies shall lick the dust 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring in 

presents, 
The kings of Sheba^ ai^d Seba^ shall offer gifts. 

11 Yea, all kings shall taM down before Him, 
Ail nations shall serve Hina. 

12 For He shall deliver the needy, when he cries, 
And the poor who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the feeble and needy. 
And the sonls of the needy He will save. 

14 He shall redeem their soul from oppression and vio- 

lence, 
And precious shall their blood be in His sight *• 

15 So fhey^^ shall live and shall give to Him of the gold 

of Sheba, 

^ Or ; savages, nomads, Bedouins. — Gesen, Deserticolee. LXX. 
^At^ioirtg (so too Vtdg, and Jer.) The wild-tribes of the Desert 
And the ** Kings of Tarshish" may be taken to represent the ex- 
tremes of national life. 

8 LXX 'A^a/^fc^k. (At V. 15, 'Ai^afiiag.) 
^ According to Josephus {Arch. ii. 10. 2) the island Meroe in 
the Nile. Isai. zliii. 3. zlv. 14. 

^^ Although (as Ainsworth remarks) some of them, for His 
sake, ^ count not their lives dear to themselves.' (Acts xz. 24.) 

11 Lit. "And one lives."— The needy man, ready to perish, shall 
be continued in life. [Cp. the ^vichi" of Ps. xlix. 10 ; which (as 
Delitzsch notices) there, as here, fjpllows upon " ve^ekar.^^] Others 

P 2 
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And pray continually for Him^^ ; evermore shall they 
bless Him. 

16 There shall be abundance^' of com in the land on 

the top of the hills ; 
Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon** ; 
And they of the city shall flourish like the grass of 

the earth. 

17 His name shall last for ever ; 

While the sun shines, His name shall endure'* : 

refer all the verbs in this v, to the Messiah. Cdhin and E, V, 
make the three last verbs impersonal. 

1* LXX. ^i^l auroD. — St Auffustine says: ^''De Ipso; what is 
this but what we do when we pray, * Thy Kingdom come'?" 

J' So the Syriac : (and most modems.) E. F. (following Jewish 
authorities) ^'a handfuL" R. Obad, Goon applies it in this sense 
to the Messiah ; ''At the beginning like a handful of wheat ; but 
afterwards growing into a multitude, like the herbage of the field.'* 

^^ ^^LUce Lebanov^^ ; not that this was fertile in com ; but be- 
cause it was one of the noblest objects in nature. ''The ranges 
of Lebanon might be called a sample of the aspects of an Alpine 
region, — a specimen of sublimities elsewhere found far apart. 
The loftier summits... are little lower than the level of perpetual 
snow : in. truth, Hermon, in most years retains throughout the 
summer its almond-blossom splendour ; and as to the lower ran- 
ges, they overhang slopes and glades and ravines and narrow 
plains, that are unrivalled on earth for wild luxuriant beauty. In 
ancient times these rich valleys were mantled with cedar forests ; 
and the cedar in its perfection is as the lion among the beasts, 
and as the eagle among the birds." (I. Taylor : Spirit of Hehr. 
Poetry f p. 76.) 

15 Or, "be propagated," "be perpetuated.'* LXX. d/afjbiv$T. Jer. 
perseverabit. The Kethiv is 'yanin.* The ©eri, "Yinnon", is 
used by the Jews as one of the names of Messiah. See a pas- 
sage from the Liturgy for the day of Atonement, quoted by Dr. 
McCaul, (Aids to Faith, p. 128.^ "Before He created any thing, 
He established His dwelling and Yinn4m. &c" 
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And men Bhall bless themselves in Him^^*; 
All nations shall speak of His felicity. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who alone does wondrous deeds ; 

19 And blessed be &is ^orio«is name for ever. 
And let all the earth be filled with His glory^^ 
Amen and Amen« 

20 The prayers of Dairid the Son of Jesse are ended. '^ 

i« The Ttirffum kas, "in His purity." 

17 In >aGeordanoe with Gdd*s ;ewn «elemii iHroimse to Moses, 
IQ^umb. xiv. 21. 

18 Tke two preceding b^bks mi^t be eminently called ^^The 
Prayers «f DavidT; as at least Z9 of the Psalms in the First Book, 
(see p. 92,) and 21 in tbe Seeond, were written by him. It is 
pouiMe, l&erefore, that v. 20 may haare been appended to the 
second bo«k to signify ; ^ IHs is the end of tbe great Ikmdu 
€yde of Psalmody." (Pss. xlvi, xlvii, and xlviii, which belong to 
the time of Jehoshaphat or Hezekiah. being, of course, inserted 
^afterwards.) 

Yet there i« a solemaity tabonsit these words, following upon 
this Messianic Psalm, iluit inclines me to interpret them thus : 
-^ In these aspirations after tlie coming of Messiah's Kingdom all 
the deepest longings of David, and especially i&ose last words of 
Ills, wliicli begin, ^ TKtu spake Dcwid ths Son of Jesse, (2 Sam. 
xxili. 1,) find their ^ultimate and complete expression." 
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PSALM LXXIII. 
A Psalm of Asaph, 

1 Only^ good is God to Israel, 

To the pure in heart.* 
i But as for me, my feet had almost swerved, 

My. steps had well-nigh slipped. 

3 For I was envious of the arrogant; 

I beheld^ the prosperity of the ungodly. 

4 For there are no pangs* in their death ; 
And stalwart is their strength. 

5 They are not in trouble, as frail man is, 
Nor plagued as human kind are. * 

6 Therefore pride is on them as a necklace. 
Violence clothes them as a mantle. 

7 Their eye stands out from fatness. 
They swell over'* in heart-imaginations.^ 

i Ak : — "■ only," " nothing but :" — implying that a 9truggle had 
been going on in his mind. " Nay, but He is iMt capricious or 
unkind, — as I dreamt in my moodiness ; good, nothifig but good^ 
is He." — Jerome : " Attamen." 

* Who these are, is explained in w, 24 — 26. Cp. on xxiv. 6. 

5 Eying it with jealous and disturbed wonder. 

^ Aq, b\t6*teo^i7'xu The word occurs only here and in Isai. 
IviiL 6. Cp. Job zxi. ISL 

^ They burst all bounds ; as a river swelling over its banks. 
— ^The construction as in Jerem. v. 2a E. V. (following Yarchi 
and Kimchi,) "They have more than heart could wish." Aq. 
trd^ri>i^ov irxoiriag xao^iag, Jer, transierunt cogitationes ooidis. 

^ *^Maikith** is generally used of idolatrous images. What 
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8 They scofF/ and speak oppression wickedly, 
Loftily do they speak. 

9 They have set their month in heaven,* 
And their tongue travels through the earth. 

10 Therefore His people^ turn back hither, 
And quaff at their wilP^ waters of plenty. 

11 And they say ; " How does Gtod know ? 

" And is there knowledge in the Most High ?" 

12 Lo ! such are the ungodly, 

And in eternal security they pile up wealth. 

13 AlP^ in vain have I cleansed my heart, 
And washed my hands in innocency. 

14 Yet^* am I smitten all day long, 

And my chastisement is (present) every morning. — 

15 If I said. Let me speak thus, 

Lo ! I acted treacherously against the generation of 
Thy children. »* 

else are their proud and licentious fancies but idols ; their own 
creation, — flattering their desires, — and yet tyrannising over them ? 

• 7 Jer, irriserunt. 

• As if they were gods, and their words oracles. 

5 The Psalmist stands surveying the whole scene from the 
point of view, announced in v. 1 and 2, — the Theodicean; — 
Ood and His Israel on one side, the worldly on the other. The 
astrangest fact of all was that His people were so led astray. 

w Hebr. ** for themselves, " — to their contentment. They 
drink down greedily the worldly indulgences and infidel maxims 
of the libertine. 

>i "^it/" — ^This is the only true ftoeoont of the matter; 

* simply to no purpose.** 

J« H. " And."— And the result of all has been 

•* Giving up their cause in cowardly despondency. So to 
^^pond w^e treason i^inst the high privileges of Thy children, 
who are guided now by Thy fatherly counsel, and are heirs of 
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16 And I would fain have devised how to understand 

this, 
Grievous was it in my eyes : 

17 Till I went into Gted's sanctuaries. 
And thought on their latter end.^* 

18 Surely^' in slippery plaees Thou settest them, 
Thou lettest them sink down into desolations. 

19 How have they, as in a moment, become a waste! 
They come to an end, they perish from terrors. 

20 As a dream on awaking, 

So, Lord, when Thou arisest,'* shalt Thou scorn 
their image. ^^ 

21 Truly'® my heart had embittered itself; 
I had pierced myself to my reins. 

glory. " After giving vent to the wrong feeUng, which had been 
struggling witliin him, his mind at once shrinks back from it. Pre- 
cisely the same revulsion occurs in Job xiL 16." ( Van Gerlach.) 

'* " It might seem, as if there were no special need to resort to 
the sanctuary, in order to observe matters of facts; — such facts as 
prove God*s Providential Government. This is true. But the con- 
troversy here raised related to the exceptional cases, which seem 
to militate against the general rule. This can be solved only by 
practising faith in God, penitence, recognition of our own remain- 
iag meroenariness of motive, and lowly renunciation of our own 
wisdom. Then the mental eye is clarified." ( Von Gerlach.) 

" ^ A1^\* — "my view was wrong; the only true .account 
is...." 

16 Cp. zxxv. 23 ; where the same verbs, hakitz and hiUr, are 
found united* 

*^ Their shadowy pomp : — ^their empty, fantom-tike, pjeirade. 

i« This refers to the implied— " Strange that this simple so- 
lution did not present itself before !"— The truth is, my heart 
had fretted itself iato bitterness, and I did not think of it reli- 
giously- 
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22 Yea, I was foolish and void of knowledge; 
As a beast was I before Thee.^^ 

23 Yet am I perpetually with Thee, 
Thou hast laid hold on my right hand.*" 

24 Thou wilt guide me with Thy counsel 
And afterwards receive me** to glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven?** 

And beside Thee® I desire none on earth. 

26 My flesh and my heart fail ; 

My heart's Rock and my portion is God for ever. 

27 For lo, they who stand aloof from Thee shall 

perish, 
Thou destroyest every one that commits fornication 
against Thee. 

28 And as for me, nearness** to God is my good ; 

19 H. " with Thee." Though Thy presencje was around me, I was 
insensible to it. 

20 And " saved me from falling over the brink of the preci- 
pice ;" (Calvin :) — saved me from denying Thee. Though my 
filial confidence was weakened, Thy fatherly love did not fail. 

«i Cp. on xlix. 16. 

« *. e. to help me. — ^What to me, for the supply of my needs, 
are all the loftiest intelligences of heaven 1 

«» Hebr. "With Thee ; " (M, Bertrand : Je ne veux rien avec 
Toi;) which may be either, (1) " I desire none in comparison of 
Thee ;" — all other objects of love vanish, when associated with 
Thee : or, (2) "so long as I have Thee ;" so Delitzsch; "Und hi»t 
Du mein, behagt mir nicht die Erde." AndMr.Keble : 
With Thee conversing nought to me 
Is dear, that earth can give. 

Symm, ^grA tfoD. LXX. ^ra^A ffoD. (But see App, I. §. 7.) 

«4 ^Kirhath :" LXX. rh 'jr^ogxoKKag^ai rf 06(p. (Cp. KoWojfjbi- 
V05, 1 Cor. vi. 17.) Vulg. adh»rere Deo. Jer, appropinquare. 
" Nearest to Thee, my God, is best." (The Psalter, Cambridge, 
1860.) The Bsalm thus returns to its commencement. — God is good ; 
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I have put my trust in the Lord Grod, 
That I may talk of all Thy doings. 

purely, absolutely, good : to draw nigh to Him, and abide with 
Him, must be man's highest good. 



PSALM LXXIV. 
MaschU of Asaph, ^ 

1 Wherefore, Grod, hast Thou cast off for ever? 
Why smokes Thy anger against the sheep of Thy 

pasture? 

2 Remember Thy congregation which Thou purchasedst 

of old, 
The sceptre of Thine inheritance^ which Thou re- 

deemedst; 
Mount Zion whereon Thou didst dwelL 

3 Lift up Thy steps^ to the perpetual desolations, 

To the utter ruin the enemy has made in the sanc- 
tuary. 

4 Thy adversaries roar* in the midst of Thy assemblies; 
They have made their signs to be indeed signs.* 

5 Each man was seen, as if wielding aloft 
His axes in a thicket of wooi 

A Written probably after the Chaldean devastation of Jem- 
salen ; (see especially w, 3 and 7.) 

I Jer. X. 16. H. 19. 

s i. e. visit. Gen. xxix. 1. **Come speedily and take notice of 
all the mischief which the enemy hath wrought." (Bp. ffaU,) 

3 as wild beasts. 

4 Their idolatrous standards have prevailed, as if their gods 
could work reed miracles. Cp. y, 9. Reference may be made to in- 
cidents like that in Ezek. zsL 21. 
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6 And now they batter down its carved work altogether 
With hatchet and hammers. 

7 They have cast Thy sanctuary into the fire, 

They have profaned the dwelling-place of Thy name 
to the earth. 

8 They have said in their heart: "We will destroy 

them altogether:" 
They have burnt up all Grod's assemblies' in the land, 

9 We see not our signs : there is no longer any prophet ; 
And there is none among us who knows for how 

LONG 1* 

10 How LONG, God, shall the foe revile 

And Thy enemy scoff at Thy name perpetually? 

11 Why drawest Thou back Thy hand, even Thy right- 

hand? 
Forth from Thy bosom give the final stroke ! ^ 
J 2 For God is my king of old; 

Working deeds of salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13 Thou partedst the sea by Thy strength, 

Thou shatteredst the heads of sea-monsters* on the 
waters. 

14 Thou crushedst the heads of Leviathan,^ 
And gavest hini for meat to the Desert-tribes. 

5 Aq. and Symm, rd^i tfuyaywyag. LXX. go^rcbg. Jer, solem- 
nitates. 

6 How long all this is to l^t. vi. 3. xiiL 1, 2, 

T^KaUehf' lit. "make an end;" — decide this Ipng contror: 
versy ; put a stop to their tyranny ; and display Thy own con- 
summate worL Cp. lix. 14 

• " Tanninim ;" cxlviii. 7. E. V. " dragons :" and in marg. 
"whales.** Oesenius, "crocodiles ;" (ep. Ezek. xxix. 3. xzzii. 2.) 

• Vvlff. draconis. Jer. Leviathan. — Symbolizing Egypt. Cp. 
Isai. 11. 9, 10. 
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15 Thou davest^® fountain and torrent; 
Thou driedst up perennial streams. 

16 Thine is the day: Thine too the night. 
Thou establishedst luminary and sun. 

17 Thou fixedst all earth's boundaries; 
Summer and winter — Thou formedst them. 

18 Remember this ; how the enemy reviled, Lord, 
And a foolish nation scoffed at Thy name. 

19 Surrender not Thy turtle-dove" to the liorde of pas- 

sion, 
Forget not the horde of thy poor ones for ever. 

20 Have respect to the covenant;'* 

For earth's dark places are full of the homesteads of 
cruelty.'^ 

21 Let not the oppressed turn back ashamed, 
Let the poor and needy praise Thy name. 

22 Arise, God, plead Thine own cause ; 

Think of the taunts against Thee uttered by the fool 
all day long. 

23 Forget not the voice of Thy adversaries; 

The uproar of Thy assailants rises continually. ** 

10 t. e. didst bring forth from the cleft rock. Mr, Kehle : " Thou 
clav'st the way for fount and flood." 

»i Israel. Cp. Ps. Ixviii. 13. — ^The dove is an emblem, not only of 
tender sadness, and meekness, but also of faithfid and constant 
affection, of purity and innocence. 

^« and destroy not utterly Thy own elect people. 

1* Spots which cruelty has occupied as her own settled domain. 
For ^neothj*' see Ixv. 13. IxxxiiL 12. Jer. xxv, 37, 

14 "While speaking, she seems to hear the tumultuous clamours 
of the approaching enemy, growing every minute louder ; and 
we leave the turtle-dove, without the Divine assistance, ready to 
4nk UQder the talons of the rapacious eagle." (Bp. Home.) 
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PSALM LXXV. 

To the Precentor. " Destroy njot^ A Psalm of Asaph, 
A song^^ 

1 We give thanks to Thee, Gk)d, 

We give thanks, and nigh us is Thy name ;* 
Men recount Thy wonders. 

2 " Verily, I will lay hold of the right time ;* 
" I myself will judge with equiiy : 

3 " The earth with all its inhabitants is dissolved, 
" I, even I, have poised* its pillars." Selah. 

4 I said to the boastful, " Boast not," 

And to the wicked, " Exalt not your horn." 

5 Exalt not your horn on high, 

Speak not overbearingly* with haughty neck. 

6 For neither from the East, nor from the West, 
Nor from the Desert, comes exaltation ;' 

A The following Psalm (LXXVI) is referred by the Septuagint 
to the Assyrian Invasion (imder Sennacherib.) The Psalm be- 
fore us probably refers to the same event; — expressing the 
church's faith in God's help. 

' "Thy Nam«," Thy character and the summary of Thy do- 
ing?, is ** near us, in our moutji and in our heart." (Deut. xxx. 14 : 
cp. Jer. xii. 2. ) 

» ^Maid:''^ cp. Hab. ii. 3. Ps. cii. 13. It may be a long-expected, 
time ; but it is a time fixed by infinite wisdom ; the " set time/' 
when matters are ripe for Divine interference. 

» Or: "adjusted." — Tikkanti: Job. x^viii. 27.— Fm^. confir- 
mavi. Jer. appendi. 

« Ps. xxxi. 18. xpiv. 4. 

* "ZToriwi^" referring to the ^^haHmv^ of v. 6 and ^yoHnC^ of 
y, 7. — So Yarchi, Kimchi, and other Jewish authorities. But the 
LXX., Chald.y Syr^y VtUff., render, "For not from the East> nor. 

Q 
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7 For Gk)d is the judge ; 

He abases this man and this He exalts. 

8 For in the Lord's hand is a cup, mantling with wine, 
Full it is of mingled* drink, and He pours out of it : 
Truly, all earth's wicked ones must quaff and drink 

up its very dregs. 

9 And I will publish it for ever, 
I will sing to the God of Jacob. 

10 All the horns of the wicked also wiU I cut off: 
But the horns of the righteous man shall be exalted. 

from the West, nor from the Desert of Mountains (cornea the 
decision.)" — So tqo Hengstenberg^ Delitzsch, and others. 
^ mingled with s^pices, &c., and therefore fiitroi^g. 



PSALM LXXVL 

To tlie Precentor ; on Neginoth, A Psalm of Asaph. A 
Song,^ 

1 Well known in Judah is God ; 
Great is His name in Israel. 

2 At Salem was His tabernacle, 
And His dwelling in Zion. 

3 There brake He the arrows^ of the bow, 

The shield, ^nd the sword, and the battle.^ Selah. 

A The Septuagint adds, " Respecting the Assyrian ;" ». c. Sen- 
nacherib. 

1 " rishp6y :" ^iV. " flames." Possibly: ** burning arrows." So 
an old Qreek commentator in Corder. (IL p. £|69) quotes the 
-!55;gTu^«/tgva /SsXtj (* fiery darts' ) of Eph. vi. la The Germans 
mostly ; " blitze," — * lightnings ;' (as the margin of E. V. gives 
it at Ixxviii. 48.) 

* Or, "war-equipment." op. xlvi. 9. The milUary power of 
Assyria was now broken, as had been prophesied by Isaiah (siv. 
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4 Brighter art Thou and more glorious 
Than the mountains of plunder.* 

5 The stout of heart are spoiled ; they sank into their 

sleep ; 
And none of the mighty men could find their hands.* 

6 At Thy rebuke, God of Jacob, 

Both chariot and horse fell into deep slumber. 

7 Thou art to be feared, even Thou, 

And who may stand before Thee, when once Thy 
wrath rises ?"* 

8 From heaven Thou madest judgment to be heard,* 
Earth feared and was still; 

9 When God arose to judgment, 

To save all the meek ones of earth. Selah. 
10 For the wrath of man shall praise Thee, 

The last residue of wrath shalt Thou gird upon 
Thee.^ 

25* "to break Assyria in mj Ismd.") — "Marcus von Niebuhr 
shows how, notwithstanding the continuance of Sennacherib's 
empire and its prosperity under Esar-haddon, the Assyrian power 
was then really 'broken.'** (Dr. McCaiil, in Aids to Faith, p. 101.) 

' The military empires, Assyria^ Egypt^ &c. Cp. the descrip- 
tion of Asshur in Nahum ii. 11, 12. iii. 1. 

* They were paralysed. Syriac : " Their hands were impotent." 

5 Hebr. ^^sithence Thy wrath." Vulff, extunc ira Tua. Jf, Ber- 
trand : lors de ta colore. 

« " God employed the natural elements as His servants to hiun- 
ble the oppressor, — as He did in Russia in 1812." (Vaihinger.) 
Cp. Isai. xxxiii. 10. 

' Man's wrath — even to its uttermost fragment — shall serve 
God's purposes ,•— «hall be as a sword, with which He girds Him- 
self for battle. Cp. xlv. 3. Isai. iix. 17. J^er. reliquiis irsB accin- 
geris. E, V. (following Yarchi, Kimchi, and others ;) "The re- 
mainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain.^^ 

Q 2 
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11 Vow, and pay to the Lord your God, all that art^ 

around Him, 
Let men bring presents to the Awftd One/ 

12 He shall repress' the spirit of princes ; 
Terrible is He to the kings of earths 

» ff^. "object of fear.'* 

9 Lit "He ahali prune '*;--^w a gardener lopping off the over- 
luxuriant branches of a vine. 



PSALM LXXVIL 
3b tlie Precentor^ on Jeduthun, A Psalm of Asaph, 

1 My voice (rises) towards God, and I cry imploringly, 
My voice (rises) towards God; and oh hearken Thou 

unto me. 

2 Li the day of my trouble I sought the Lord ; 

Li the night my hand was spread out, and slackened 

not;^ 
My soul refiised to be comforted. ^ 

3 I remembered God, and uttered my moan ; 

I meditated, and my spirit was wrapt in gloom. 
Selah. 

4 Thou boldest my eyes watching :' 
I was agitated, and spoke not* 

1 Stretched out towards heaven without intermission. 

* As did Jacob on hearing of the loss of Joseph, Qen. xxxvii. 35 ; 
and Hachel, when bereft of her children ; Jer. xxzi. J5. Hence it 
has been thought that the Psalmist's sorrow was on account of the 
Captivity of the Ten Tribes ; when (says Hengat) " Jacob was 
a second time bereft of Joseph : — cp. v. 15. " 

3 As if on sentry. Lit, "Thou boldest the watches of my 
eyes." Theodotion: sx^drfi^ag fvXaxct; oft^aXfAuv fiov. 
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5 I considered the days of old, 
The years of distant ages. 

6 I remembered my song in the night,* 

I commimed with my heart, and my spirit made 
search : — 

7 " Will the Lord cast off for ever? 

" And will He never again be propitious? 

8 " Is His mercy come utterly to an end? 

" Has the word of promise failed for ever and ever? 

9 " Has God forgotten to be gracious ? 

^* Has He shut up"' His compassions in wrath ?" 
Selah. 

10 Tlien I said; '' It is my weakness;^ 

" But oh the years^ of theright hand* of the Most High ! 

11 " I will remember the deeds of the Lord,« 

" Surely I will remember Thy wonders from ancient 
times. 

12 " Yea, I will muse on all Thy work, 
" And meditate on Thy exploits." 

13 Grod, Thy way is in holiness;*** 
What Grod is so great as GrOD ? 

•• Job XXXV. 10. 

5 as in a clenched hand. Cp. Deut. xv. 7. 

« Cp. Jer. X. 19- Jerome^ " ImbeciUitas mea est." It was his 
weakness, not any change in God ; Eis hand was now as mighty 
as in the years of old. Cp. St. Paul's ao^svsia, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

7 ^Shenotk" as in v. 5. — ^The LXX. dXXo/wtfy^. Vulff. mu- 
tatio. E. V. *^(biU I will remember) the years." 

8 i. e. of His mighty deeds ; cp. v, 14. 

» ffebr. " Yah : " — ^the unchanging, eternal, God. 
JO Surrounded by holiness ; and so, " most holy ; " too holy for 
*»a?i to assail or approach. Cp. Exod. xv. 11. 

Q 3 
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14 Thon art the God that works wonders; 

Thou madest known Thy might among the nations. 

15 Thou with Thine arm didst liberate Thy people^ 
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. ^^ Selah. 

16 The waters saw Thee, God; 

The waters saw Thee; they trembled; 
The depths also were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out^* water; 
The skies gave forth thunder: 
Thine arrows also went abroad. 

18 The sound of Thy thunder-crash was in the whirl- 

wind, 
Lightnings shone across the world. 
The earth was troubled and disturbed. 

19 In the sea was Thy way, and Thy paths in mighty 

waters, 
And Thy footsteps were unknown.^* 

20 Thou leddest Thy people as sheep. 
By the hand of Moses and Aaron. ^* 

11 That Joseph, whose history is the typical instance of Divine 
help granted to the suffering Righteous, 

i« Hebr, "streamed forth." 

13 Leaving no visible trace behind ; known only by the safe 
guidance which Israel experienced. " This thought was well ad- 
apted to comfort the mourner's heart. The same spiritual 
Agency, which had then wrought so mightily, was still working, 
though invisibly, in the present." (JDelitzsck.) 

i« "Moses and Aaron were but His instruments. He can 
raise up like means of blessing for His people now. With this 
thought the minstrel lets his harp drop, and redines in fulness of 
foith on God's fatherly Love." ( Vaihinger.) 
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PSALM LXXVIII. 
Maschil of AsapL^ 

1 Listen, my people, to my law, 

Bend your ear to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable,^ 

I will utter enigmas* of the olden-time. 

3 Which we have heard and known. 
And our fathers have related to us. 

4 We will not hide them from their children of a later 

generation ; 
Whilst we relate the praises of the Lord, 
And His might and wondrous works, which He has 

done. 

5 For He set up a testinK)ny in Jacob, 
And appointed a law in Israel ; 
Which He enjoined on our fathers, 

Thsit they might make them known to their chil- 
dren; 

6 That the succeeding generation might know them, 

even the children that were yet unborn ;' 
That they might arise and relate them to their chil- 
dren: 

7 And might put their trust in God, 
And not forget God's deeds, 

But keep His commands. 

A On the transference of prerogative ^rom Ephraian to JudoJi, 

1 The historical sketch he is about to give shall be such as 
will reflect many a moral and religious warning on the present 
and the future. 

' IcXX. f^o^Kri/iara, St. Matthew xiii. 34, x€x^vfA/Aiva, 

< H. "to be born.*' 
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8 And not be as their fathers,* 

A refractory and rebellious generation ; 

A generation that prepared' not their heart, 

And whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 

9 Ephraim's sons, best armed of bow-men,* 
Turned back in the day of battle. 

10 They kept not the covenant of God, 
And refiised to walk in His law. 

11 And they forgat His exploits, 

And the wondrous works which He showed them. 

12 In the sight of their fathers He did wondrously, 
In the land of Egypt, the field of Zoan. 

13 He clave the sea, and led them across, 

And made the waters to stand like a mound.' 

14 And He led them with a cloud by day. 
And all the night with a fire. 

15 He clave the rocks in the wilderness. 

And gave them drink as from the depths of ocean. ' 

16 And brought forth streams from the rock, 
And made the waters flow down as rivers. 

17 Yet they went on to sin still more against Him, 

To rebel against the Most High in the parched land. 

18 And they tempted God in their heart. 
Craving food for their appetite. 

19 And they spake against God ; 
They said, " Is God able 

* Deut. xxi. 18. 

5 Or; "fixed." See 1 Sam. vii. 3. Job xi. 13. 2 Chron. xx. 33. 
Vidg, Direxit. Jer, praeparavit. Ewald : ohne Herzens festigkeit. 

6 Lit, "armed with, and drawing, the bow." 
1 See on xxxiii. 7. 

« Or (taking tehomoth collectively), "from the mighty Deep." 
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" To spread a table in the wilderness ? 

20 " Lo, He smote the rock and waters gushed out, 
" And streams overflowed ; 

" Is He able to give bread also ? 

" Can He prepare flesh for His people ?" 

21 Therefore the Lord heard and was wroth, 
And fire was kindled against Jacob, 
And anger also rose up against Israel. 

22 Because they believed not in God, 
And trusted not in His salvation. 

23 Yet He commanded* the clouds above, 
And opened the doors of Heaven ; 

24 And rained on them manna to eat, 
And gave them the com of Heaven- 

25 Bread of the mighty ones'^ did each man eat ; 
He sent them provisions in abundance. 

26 He made the east- wind to go forth in heaven, 
And by His power led on*^ the south wind ; 

27 He rained flesh also upon them as dust. 
And feathered fowl as the sand of tlic sea ; 

28 And dropped them in the midst of their camp 
Bound about their dwellings. 

29 So they ate and were sated to the ftill, 
And He brought them their own desire. 

30 They were not yet parted from their desire, — 
Their meat was yet in their mouths, — 

31 When the wrath of God came up against them 

« K V. "though He had commanded." Delitzsch: "Dennoch 
gebot Er." 

*o Provided for them through the ministration of mighty augels. 
( Stier,) The Chaldee has : " Food that came down from the 
angels' dwelling-place." 

*i The same two verbs occur together in v, 62. 
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And slew of the stoutest among them, 
And smote down the young men of Israel. 

32 For all this they sinned still more, 

And believed not in His wondrous works, 

33 So He consumed their days in vanity, 
And their years in terror. 

34 When He slew them, then they inquired after 

Him; 
They returned and sought earnestly after Gk)d ; 

35 And remembered that God was their Rock, 
And God Most High their Redeemer. 

36 They flattered Him with their mouth, 
And lied to Him with their tongue. 

37 But their heart was not firm towards Him, 
And they were not faithful in His covenant. 

38 Yet He, so gracious, forgave iniquity, and would not 

destroy ; 
Ofttimes He turned His anger away, and would not 
rouse all His wrath. 

39 And He remembered that they were flesh, 
A breath that passes and returns not. 

40 How often did they rebel against Him in the wilder- 

ness, 
And grieve Him in the desert ! 

41 And they tempted Gtod anew, 

And limited the Holy One of Israel." 

1* EUher (1) by indulging in mean and circumficribed notions 
of Hi8 power, as if He could not do this or that : (so Kimchi 
Aben-Ezra, Oalvin, and others ;) or, (2) by prescribing to Him 
when and how He should act : (so Luther.) Thus did they profane 
the glory of the Holi/ One^ who had " been sanctified before them" 
by so many miracles. 
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42 They remembered not His haad, 

The day when He redeemed them from the foe ; 

43 How He planted His signs in Egypt, 
His prodigies in the field of Zoan ; 

44 He turned their rivers to blood, 

And they oould not drink of their streams. 

45 He sent among them dogr-flies'^ which devoured then^jj 
And frogs which destroyed them. 

46 He gave th^ir crops to the caterpillar, 
And their labour to the locust. 

47 He killed their vines with hail, 
And their sycamores with sleet. 

48 And gave r^p their cattle to the hail, 
And their flocks to the lightning-flam^, 

49 He sent against them His biiming anger, 
Wrath, and indignation, and trouble ; 

A mission^* of angels of woe. 

50 He levelled a w^y for His anger,. 

And held not back their soul from death. 
But gave their life over tq the pestilence ; 

51 And smote every first-bom in Egypt, 

The first-fruits of strength^* in the tents of Ham, 

52 And made His own people to go fortl^ as sheep, 
And led them on as a flock in the wilderness. 

53 He guided them in s^ety, and they had no fear 5 
And the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 

54 He brought them to His holy territory, 
The moimtain which Uis right hand won. 

55 He drove out the heathen before them, 

J» "Mrov." LXX. xuvofiviav. t/i^r. omne genus muscarum. 
!♦ Commisdoning a sqimdron of angels to pour o\;t the vials of 
His wn^th. LXX. aiFocroKriv. 
w Gen. xlijL 3. Deut. xxi. 17. 
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And portioned them out with the line*^ of allotment; 
And settled the tribes of Israel in their tents. 

i56 But they tempted and rebelled agamst the Most 
High God, 
And observed not His testimonies. 

57 And swerved and acted disloyally like their fathers i 
They started aside, like a treacherous bow. *' 

58 They grieved Him with their high-places, 
And njoved His jealousy with their sculptures, 

59 God heard, and was wroth. 
And strongly abhorred Israel ; 

60 And deserted the tabernacle at Shiloh, 
The tent He had erected among men. 

61 He delivered His strength to captivity 
And His splendour into the hand of the foe. 

62 He gave up His people to the sword, 
And was wroth with His inheritanoe. 

63 The fire devoured His young men, 
And His maidens had no bridal song. '• 

64 His priests*' fell by the sword, 
And His widows wept not ! 

65 So the Lord awoke, as one that had slept. 
As a mighty man cheered with wine. 

66 And He smote backward*® His foes ; 
He laid on them a peq)etual reproach. 

>6 The measuriug line. See on xvi. 6. 

17 That sends its arrows anywhere but to the mar^. 

18 Or; "were not praised in song." Aq, ovx vfi,vi(^riffav. 

19 Referring probably to the death of Hophni and Phinehas ; 
1 Sam. iv. 11, 17. 

«<* Jer. percussit hostes suos retrorsum. For " achory^ see xl. 14 ; 
cxxL^. 5, &c. 
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67 And He rejected the tent of Joseph, 
And chose not the tribe of Ephraim : 

68 But chose the tribe of Jadah, 
The hill of Zion which He loved. 

69 And He bnilt His sanctoary as the mountains ; 
As the earth which He has founded for ever.*^ 

70 He chose David also His servant, 
And took him from the folds of sheep ; 

71 From following the ewes He brought him, 

To feed Jacob His people and Israel His inheri- 
tance. 

72 So he fed them after the integrity of liis heart, 
And with the skill of his hands he guided them. 

*i Towering high as the moimtains ; fixed /nw^ as the earth. 



PSALM LXXIX. 
A Pealm of Asaph. 

1 God, the heathen have come into Thy inheri- 

tance. 
They have polluted Thy holy Temple, 
They have made Jerusalem ruinous heaps. 

2 They have given the dead bodies of Thy servants to 

be meat for the fowl of heaven, 
The flesh of Thy saints to the beasts of the earth. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water round about 

Jerusalem, 
And there was none to bury them. 

4 We are become a reproach to our neighbours, 

A scom and derision to them that are round about 
us. 
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5 How long, LoBD, wilt Thou be unceasingly angry, 
(How long) shall Thy jealousy burn Uke fire ? 

6 Pour out Thy wrath on the nations that acknow- 

ledge Thee not,i 
On the kingdoms that call not on Thy name ; 

7 Because they have devoured* Jacob, 
And laid waste his habitation. 

8 Eemember not against us the sins of former ages* ; 
Let Thy compassions speedily overtake us ; 

For we are brought very low. 

9 Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory ot 

Thy name; 
Oh deUver us and forgive our sins, for Thy name s 

10 my should the heathen say, " Where is their God ?" 
Let there be displayed among the heathen in our sight 
Vengeance for Thy servants' blood that was shed. 

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before Thee ; 
In the might of Thy arm win a reprieve for the 

sons of death.* 

1 Ccdvin remarks that this, viewed in connexion with «. 5, is 
in the nature of an ea^tulatum, rather than a prayer for ven- 
geance- •« Why is it, O Lord, that, while -my fury rests upon us 
LheavUy, they who reject Thee escape pumshment? Are w^ 
then, the only sinners in the world? Are we to «; W aU T^y 
Ldiiiation,-^d that without intermission 1» Cp. Jerem. x. 25. 

* 3a>r •» one has devoured ;" indefinitely. 

s Bei^: "derVorzeit." Cp. Levit. xxvi. 46. LXX. AgX-'-- 
vsee also, in todx. 49.) S<mnu>nd quotes the weU-known 
Slf slying : "There is no visitation that does not contam xn 

^^rSr::r5:oSJ:^"-eathalreadyclaimsa3her 



own. 
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12 And pay back to our neighbours seven-fold into 

their bosom 
Their reproach with which they have reproached 
Thee, Lord. 

13 So we, Thy people and sheep of Thy pasture, 
Will thank Thee for ever, 

And reheai'se Thy praise from age to age. 



PSALM LXXX. 

To the Precentor. On " LUiea.^^ A testimony of Asaph. 
A Psalm.^ 

1 Shepherd of Israel,* give ^ar, 
Thou who leadest Joseph like a flock ; 

Thou, who sittest on the cherubim, shine fortL* 

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,* 
Bouse up Thy strength, and come to our help. 

3 Grod, restore us : 

And make Thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved- 

« 

4 Lord, God of Hosts, 

How long wilt Thou be wroth at Thy people's prayer ? 

A The connexion between Ixidx. 13 and Ixxx. 1 is obvious. 

' Referring to Gen. xlviii. 15. xlix. 24. 

« As in the days of old, when "the Lord shined forth from 

Paran,*' Deut. xxxiiL 2. 

» The children of Rachel They were placed together on the 
western side of the Israelitic encampment in the wilderness, 
( Nimib. ii. 17-24 ; ) and consequently, ( as the eastern front al- 
ways led the van, ) they had the Ark immediately in front of 
them when marching. — ^Note, also, that the next v. contains a 
reference to Numb. vi. 26. 

R 2 



184 PSALMS. [lxxx 

5 Thou feedest them with bread of weepings 

And givest them drink of tears in large measure. 

6 Thou makest us a butt of contention to our neigh- 

boursy 
And our enemies jeer as tibey list 

7 God of Hosts, restore us ; 

And make Thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved. 

8 Thou broughtest a vine out of Egypt, 

Thou dravest out the heathen and plantedst it 

9 Thou clearedst ground before it ; 

And it took deep root, and filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with its shadow, 
And the cedars of Grod with its branches. 

11 It sent out its boughs to the Sea, 
And its ofF-shoots to the River.* 

12 — Why hast Thou broken down its fences. 
So that all who pass by the way plunder it ? 

13 The boar out of the forest ravages it. 

And all that roams over the field devours it 

14 Grod of Hosts, return now, 

* Behold fi'om heaven, and see ; 
And visit this vine ; 

15 And the stock' which Thy right hand planted ; 
Yea, (look) on the branch* Thou madest strong for 

Thyself. 

4 The hiUs of the South, the Cedars on the North, the Sea on 
the west, Euphrates on the East, formed the boundaries of Israel 
under David and Solomon. 

6 So the Targum, Kimchi, and other Jews. E. V. "the vine- 
yard." TheLXX., VtUg., and others; "establish." 

6 ''ben;'' is so used in Gen. xlix. 22: (in the blessing bes- 
towed upon Joseph. ) 
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16 It is burnt with fire, it is cut down ; 

Because of the rebidce of Thy countenance they 
perish. 

17 Let Thy hand be on the man of Thy right hand, 

On the son of man whom Thou madest strong for 
Thyself. 

18 So will we not go back from Thee ; 

Thou shalt revive us and we shall call on Thy name. 

19 Lord Grod of Hosts, restore us ; 

Make Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 



PSALM LXXXL 
To the Precentor. On Gittith, AsapKs. 

1 Sing aloud to Grod our strength. 
Shout joyously to Jacob's God. 

2 Raise the song and sound the timbrel, 
The pleasant harp with the lute. 

3 Blow the trumpet on the new moon,^ 
At the fiill-moon,* on our festival day. 

4 For this is a statute to Israel, 
An ordinance of Jacob's God. 

5 This He appointed for a testimony in Joseph 
At his departure across' the land of Egypt ; 
Where I heard a language I knew not.* 

1 Levit. xxiii. 23-25. 2 Ibid. 33-43. 

s « AV^ " During their triimiphant march, while all Egypt was 
looking on in consternation : — ^Numb. xxxiii. 3." (Hengat.) 

* A comparison of cxiv. 1 strongly favours the view given by 
Calvin : " To quicken the sense of God's delivering grace, he 

adds, that they were rescued from the depths of barbarism : 

from subjection to a people of strange tongue, cp. Isai. xxxiii. 19." 

R 3 
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6 " I removed his shoulder from the burden ; 
" His hands were freed from the basket 

7 " In trouble thou caUedst, and I delivered thee ; 
" In the covert of thunder^ I heard thee ; 

" I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah. 

8 " Hear, My people, and I will protest unto* thee ; 
" Israel, if thou wilt but hearken to Me ! 

9 " There shall no strange god be in thee, 

" Neither shalt thou worship any foreign god. 

10 " I am the Lord thy Gk)d, 

" That brought thee out of the land of Egypt ; 
" Open wide thy mouth, and I will fill it. 

11 " But My people listened not to my voice, 
" And Israel would none of Me.' 

12 " So I gave them up® to the obstinacy of their hearts, 
^^ That they might walk in their own devices. 

13 " Oh that My people would hearken to me,* 
" That Israel might walk in My ways. 

5 LXX. h d'Tox^vftfi xara/ytdo^, A comparison of Isai. xxxii. 2 
makes it probable that the meaning is ; " in the covert from 
thunder :" i. e. in the secluded spot at the foot of Sinai, where 
they were sheltered from the thunderings that spread over the 
mountain. Exod. xx. 20. Deut. v. 28. It is commonly taken to 
mean, "the thunder-cloud veil," (cp. xviii. 12) interposed be- 
tween Israel and the Egyptians. Delitzach : " in Donnerhulle." Mr. 
KMe : " In thy thunder's darksome bower." And this is pro- 
bably what was meant by the E. V. ; " in the secret place of 
thtmder." 

« Vvlg. and Jer. " contestabor te." Corderiua : **Deus nos ohtes- 
tatur, ne rebus terrenis adhsereamus." (11. p. 699.) 

f Prov. i. 30. 

* Or, " let them loose to follow. . . . 

9 The Voice of God again invites them by the Psahniat's 
mouth to trust in Him and obey Him : — ^it is not yet too late ! 
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14 " I should soon bring down their enemies, 
" And turn my hands on their foes. 

15 " The haters of the Lord should pay court to 

Him, 
" But their time should endure for ever. 

16 " And He would feed them with the fat of wheat ; 

" Yea, with honey out of the rock would I satiate 
thee." 



LXXXIL 

A Psalm of Asaph, 

1 GrOD presides^ in the ' congregation of God,'^ 
In the midst of the gods He judges. 

2 " How long will you judge wrongftdly, 

" And accept the person* of the ungodly? Selah. 

3 " Judge the weak and fatherless, 

" Do justice to the lowly and destitute. 

4 " Deliver the weak and needy, 

" Bescue them from the hand of the wicked. 

5 " They have no knowledge, no discernment ; 
" They walk on in darkness : 

*^ All earth's foundations totter. 

6 " I indeed said ; Ye are gods, 

" And all of you children of the Most High : 

1 So in 1 Sam. xix. 20 ; " Samuel stood presiding over them." 
« The earthly judges of Israel, ( the ** congregation of the 
Lord," Numb, xxvii. 17. Josh. xxii. 16, &c. ) were but vice- 
gerenU ; ministering in the name of the invisible, but ever-pre- 
sent, Gk)D. This was of the very essence of the Theocracy. 
* Lit " face." Compare the Bengali ^^^W. 



188 PSALMS. [lxxxii. lxxxiii 

7 " But ye shall die like common men, 
" And faJP like one of the princes."* 

8 Arise, God ; judge Thou the earth ; 
For Thou art proprietor of all nations. 

3 naphpl ; used of a violent death : Exod. xiz. 4. Ps. xci. 7. 
Jer. viii. 12. 

^ A premature death was often the lot of unjust princes un- 
der the theocracy. Some of the commentators have quoted in il- 
lustration Juvenal*s, ^ Sine ceede et sanguine pauci 

Descendunt reges et sicca morte tyranni." 

5 TinkhcU ; " shalt have possession," or property. Hengst. : 
"Denn Du bist Erbherr uber alle Heiden." 



PSALM LXXXIII. 
A Song. A Psalm of Asaph,^ 

1 God, do not keep silence ; 

Be not mute, take not repose,^ God. 

2 For lo, Thine enemies make an uproar ; 

And they who hate Thee have raised their head. 

3 They lay subtle plots against Thy people, 
And consult against Thy hidden ones.^ 

4 They say ; Come and let us annihilate them as a 

nation,^ 
And the name of Israel shall be mentioned no more. 

A Assigned by Eimchi, (with the highest probability,) to the 
time of Jehoshaphat : 2 Chron. xx. 

1 Or, " be not stiU." LXX. fiii xaraw^aivfig. 

< Those who had taken refuge under the the shelter of Qod'a 
love, xzvii 6. xxxi 20. ChcUdee: ''That are hidden in Thy trea- 
sures." LXX. ruv ayim tfov, 

' Lit, ^from being a nation ;" — so that they shall be no longer 
a nation. So in IsaL viL 8. xviL 1. Jer. xlviiL 2, 42. 
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5 For they hold hearty consultation together^ 
Against Thee they unite in covenant ; — 

6 The tents of Edom, and the Ishmaelites, 
Moab and the Hagarenes : 

7 Gebal and Ammon and Ainalek, 
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre. 

8 Assyria also has attached herself to them ; 

They have been an arm to the children of Lot* 
Selah. 

9 Deal with them as Thou didst with Midian, 

As with Sisera, as with Jabin, in the Vale of 
Kishon. 

10 They were destroyed at En-Dor :* 
They became manure to the soil. 

11 Make them with their chiefs like Oreb and Ze6b, 
And all their princes like Zebah and Salmunna ; 

12 Because they say^ Let us take possession 
Of the homesteads^ of God. 

13 my God, make them as whirling dust/ 
As chaff before the wind ; 

14 As fire that bums up the forest, 

As flame that sets the mountains in a blaze ;• 

15 Even so pursue them with Thy tempest, 
And confound them with Thy hurricane. 

* Moab and Ammon were the prime movers in the war. 
See 2 Chron. xx. 1. 10. 

5 Erv-Dorm placed in Joshua xvii. 11 next to Taancwh and 
Megiddo, where the battle with Jabin occurred, Judges v. 19. 

* " Neoth ;" see on Ixxiv. 20. The reference here is to all the 
lands occupied by Israel as OocTs tenants. 

f Isai. xvii. 13. 
8 Deut. xxxii. 22. 
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16 Fill their faces with ignominy, 

That they may seek Thy name, Lord.* 

17 Let them be shamed and confounded evermore, 
Let them be abashed and undone : 

18 And they shall know that Thou, whose name is 

Yahaveh,*" even Thou only. 
Art most High over all the earth. 

9 " As ever in the prophets we find the light of salvation burst- 
ing through the edging of the dark denunciations of judgment ; 
so here the Psalmist's curse ordy opeiM the way for hlesstnff." (De- 
litzsck.) Cp. Trench on Revel ii. 27. " How often have the great 
tribulations of a people been the ^rgo'jratdBia, through which the 
Son of God has broken their pride, and made them capable of 
receiving His gospeL" 

><> So Aben-Ezra, followed by E. V. — It is rendered by some ; 
" They shall know that Thou whose name alone is Yahaveh,. . " 



PSALM LXXXIV. 

To the Precentor ; on Gittith. A Psalm of tlie sons o/ 
Kordh, 

1 How lovely are Thy dwellings, 
Lord of Hosts. 

2 My soul longs,^ yea, even faints, for the courts of 

the Lord, 
My heart and my flesh shout aloud to the living 
God. 

3 Yea the sparrow has found her a house, and the 

swallow a nest, 

1 LXX. fflr/To^g?': — perhaps alluded to by St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
V. 2. (cp. Phil. i. 23.) 
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Wherein she lays her young ones,^ — 
I Thy altars, Lord of Hosts, my king and my God. 

I 4 Happy they, who dwell in Thy house ; 

Evermore^ shall they praise Thee. Sblah. 

5 Happy the man whose strength is in Thee, 
In whose heart are the (King's) highways.* 

6 Passing through the Valley of Weeping,' they make 

it a fountain ;* 
The early rains,' also, shower down blessings. 

7 They go from strength to strength ; 
Each of them appears before Grod in Zion. 

8 Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer ; 
Grive ear, God of Jacob. ^ Selah. 

9 God our shield, behold. 

And look on the face of Thy anointed on ; 
10 For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand ; 
I had rather lie on the threshold^ in the house of 
my God, 

« The poor, fluttering, homeless soul, — ^that had been as " a 
sparrow dwelling alone on the roof," (cii. 8)— has now found a 
home for her and hers, 

> Vidg. in SBBCula saeculorum. Jer. adhuc. De Wette : immer- 
fort. 

* The "highways of holiness," along which "the redeemed of 
the Lord travel to Zion :" Isai. xxxv. 8, 10. See more in App. I. §. 8. 

* ^Baca:'^' Vulg, lacrymarum. Jer. fletus. Others; "of bal- 
sam." Or ; "of mulberries." See further in App. I. §. 9. 

* Their tears become a fountain of joy. 

*f The early rains were those which fell in autumn, during the 
seed-time. 

8 Jacob, — ^whose prayer was so largely heard. Hos. xii. 3 — 6. 
I ^ LXX. Ta^agg/VTSO'^a/. Vulg. abjectus esse. " I would ra- 

ther choose to be in the lowest and basest room in Thy taber- 
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Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the Lord G-od is a sun and a shield ; 
The Lord will give grace and glory ; 

He will withhold no good from them that walk in 
uprightness, 

12 Lord of Hosts, 

Happy is the man who trusts in Thee.^® 

nacles than to be settled in whatsoever dignity out of the bounds 
of Thy church." (Bp, HaU.) Observe that the Korahites were 
keepers of the gates of the Lord's house : 1 Chron. xxvi. 12—19. 
( Cp. also 1 Chron. ix. 19. ) 

10 « This Psalm is one of those, which show us, how God*s elect 
were conducted by the old Covenant to a deep, inward, life of 
communion with God. . . . Few psalms have found so many echoes 
in the best Christian hymns." (Oerlach, ) 



PSALM LXXXV. 
To the Frecentor. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

1 Thou art become propitious,^ Lord, to Thy land ; 
Thou hast turned back^ the captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast forgiven Thy people's iniquity, 
Thou hast covered all their sin. Sblah. 

3 Thou hast withdrawn all Thy indignation, 

Thou hast turned back from the fierceness of Thy 
wrath. 

4 Restore us,^ God of our salvation, 

And bring to an end Thy displeasure against us. 

1 Jet, placatus es. 

s See note on xiv. 7. Jer. reduxisti. 

8 Vulg. Converte nos. The ChoM, has ; " thov levathan%"— 
return unto us. So, too, HengU, and VaMnger. See note on xiv.7. 
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5 Wilt Thou be angry with us for ever? 

Wilt Thou protract Thy wrath from generation to 
generation ? 

6 Wilt Thou not revive us again^ 

That Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? 

7 Show us Thy mercy, Lord, 
And grant us Thy salvation. 

8 Now will I hear* what God the Lord shall speak ; 
For He shall speak peace to His people and to His 

saints : 
And oh, let them not return to folly I 

9 Most near^ is His salvation to them that fear 

Him, 
That glory may dwell in our land.* 

10 Grace and truth have met each other,' 
Bighteousness and peace have kissed. 

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
And rio^hteousness has looked forth^ from heaven. 



*©*- 



4 Or; * I would fain hear ;* — as if turning his ear away from 
the noise of the outward world, that he might listen to the voice 
of God within : ( quasi obturans aurem contra tumultuantem 
vitsB hujus inquietudinem : says St. Augustine, in Pa.) 

» Hehr, " Only ( or nothing but ) near :" — ^however distant 
it may seem. 

6 Ainaworth quotes St. John L 14. ^ He dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory." 

7 ^ Grace (or Love) walks along the streets of Jerusalem, and 
meets with Truths like one guardian-angel meeting with and 
saluting another.'* {DdUzsch.) Op. X'^i'^ ^^^ aX^^£/a, St. John L 17 
Ps. XXV. 10. xL 11. IxL 7. This \mion of seemingly conflicting 
Divine attributes is the glory of jRevealed Religion. 

« Or, " beamed forth," — as the mominff-davm ; Cant, vi, 10. On 
the meeting of heaven and earth, cp. Hos. ii. 23 — 26. 

S 
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12 The LoBD also sfiall bestow whatever is good, 
And our land shall yield her increase. 

13 Bighteousness shall go before Him,' 

And shall make His footprints a highway.*' 

9 Cp. LsaL IviiL 8, "Then shall thy light break forth as 
the morningy and thy health shall spring forth speedily ; and 
thy righteousTieBs shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord 
shall by thy rereward." 

i<> Cp. "«im derekT in Is. H 10. — ^Rightousness shaU precede 
and follow Him ; — preceding Him, as a radiance issuing from His 
face ; following Him, to point out His footsteps as the way His 
people should walk in. The LXX. ^^ers/ «/; hhh rc^ dia^^/Aara 
auroD. A comparison of their version of Isai zlii. 15, ^ijtfu ^o~ 
rttfLovi hi v^ffoviy makes it highly probable that the LXX. 
intended to give the meaning expressed in the text ; and conse- 
quently that the Vulg. "ponet in via gressus suos," (which is 
followed by Jerome,) is an incorrect rendering of the LXX. 



PSALM LXXXVI. 
A Prayer. David^a. 

1 Bow down Thine ear, Lord ; hear me; 
For I am poor and needy. 

2 Keep my soul, for I am godly ;^ 
Save Thou, my God I Thy servant 
Who puts his trust in Thee. 

3 Have mercy on me, Lord, 
For to Thee I cry all day long. 

4 Gladden the soul of Thy servant. 

For to Thee, Lord, I lifl up my soul. 

I Cp. Prov. ii. 8 •* He keepeth the way of His godly ones.'' 
(hhasidayv ;) LXX. exiXa^oufLivuv aurCv. On hhasidf cp. note on 
Ps. iv. 3. 
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5 For Thou, Lord, art good and forgiving, 

And plenteous in mercy to all who call upon Thee. 

6 Give ear, Lord, to my prayer. 

And attend to the voice of my supplications. 

7 In the day of my affliction I will call on Thee, 
For Thou hearest me. 

8 There is none among the gods like Thee, Lord ; 
And like Thy works are none. 

d All nations whom 'Phou hast made shall come 

And worship before Thee, Lord, and glorify Thy 
name. 

10 For Thou art great and doest wonders, 
(Even) Thou, God, only- 

11 Teach me, Lord, Thy way; I will walk in Thy 

truth; 
Unite my heart* to fear Thy name. 

12 I will praise Thee, Lord my God, with my whole 

heart; 
And will glorify Thy name for ever. 

13 For great is Thy mercy towards me, 

And Thou hast delivered my soul from the depth of 
Hadas.' 

14 God, proud men have risen up against me, 

And a faction of violent men have sought after mj 

soul, 
And not set Thee before them. 

* Lit " Unify my heart :" i. e, concentre all the affections and 
desires of my soul on Thyself ; so that Thy great Unity ( v, 10^ 
may find its reflexion in my heart. Jer. unicum fac cor meimi. 
Symm, htaoov, — For a lively (undesigned) comment see Her- 
bert's Poems, No. 118. 

^ a '^Hftdesbeaeath." 

8 2 



196 PSALMS. [lXXXVL LXXXVlf 

15 But Thou, Lord, art a compassionate and gracious 

God, 
Slow to anger and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

16 Turn towards me and be gracious to me ; 

Give lliy strength to Thy servant, and save the son of 
Thy hand-maid.* 

17 Work on my behalf some token for good ; 

That they who hate me may see it and be ashamed, 
Because Thou, Lord, hast hdipen me and comforted 
me. 

* From his birth upwards he had been God's servant ; — bom 
in His family : — entitled, therefore, to protection. 



PSALM LXXXVIL 
A Sonff. A Psalm of the Sons c/KoraJu^ 

1 His foundation^ is on the holy hills I 

2 The Lord loves the gates of Sion 
Above all the dwellings of Jacob. 

3 Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
ciiy of God. Sklah. 

A Written probably, after the deliverance from Sennacherib^ 
which had proved how firmly Zion was "fotmded" At the same 
time, as the Ten Tribes had then been led into captivity, faith 
would be apt to cling with greater ardour to the Abrahamic 
blessing. ^ So now, the sad state of the church among ourselves 
makes men look more earnestly toward heathen lands, and va- 
lue every indication of the spread of God's Blingdom.** (Hengat.) 

1 i. e. The city He has foimded, (Isai. xiv : 32). The suflfix 
refers to God ; as in cxiv. 2. Lam. iii 1. The versions generally 
have, ^ His foundations." 
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4 " I will proclaim Rahab^ and Babylon as among 

them that know me : 
" Lo, Philistia and Tyre, with Cash ; — 
" This one' was bom there." 

5 Even of Sion 'tis said, " This and that man was 

bom in her :" 
And the Most High Himself will stablish her.* 

6 The Lord shall count when registering the peoples, — 
" This one was born there." 

7 And singers and dancers alike shall say ;' 
" All my fountains are in thee." 

* i, e. Egypt— ^rowc? Egypt. Ixxxix. 11. 

» " Zeh ;" cp. Isai. xliv. 5. These various nations — so ad- 
verse to the church of God in time past — shall leam to look on 
Zion as their spiritual birth-place ; and esteem this the highest 
of all dignity. " No nation on earth has been preserved or de- 
livered from idolatry except through the Revelation which Gkxi 
made by the prophets and apostles of Israel." (Scott.) 

* So that **the gates of hell shall not prevail against her." 

* Each band of Gentile converts shall rejoice, as Israel did 
when redeemed out of Egypt, " with timbrel and dance ;" and the 
burden of their song shall be the glory of that city, in which is 
^ the Fountain of Uving waters ;" (Jerem. IL 13. cp, Isai. xii. 3-6. 
Ps. xlvi. 5.) 



PSALM LXXXVIII. 

• 

A Sanff. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah, To the Pre-- 
centor on Mdhalath-leannoth, An Instruction of Heman 
the Ezrahite. 

1 Lord Grod of my salvation, 

Day and night have I cried before Thee. 

2 Let my prayer come into Thy presence. 
Bend Thine ear to my calling. 

s 3 
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3 For my soul is sated wiih sorrows, 
And my life has drawn near to Hades. 

4 I am reckoned with them that go down to the pit, 
I am become as a man that has no strength ; 

5 Wandering at large* among the dead, 
Like the slain who lie in the grave. 
Whom Thon rememberest no more, 
And who are cut away from Thy hand. 

6 Thou hast set me in the lowest pit. 
In dark places, in abysses. 

7 Thy wrath presses hard on me. 

And Thou hast aiHicted me with all Thy billows. 
Selah. 

8 Thou hast removed my intimates far fix>m me. 
Thou hast made me an utter abomination to them ; 
I am shut in and cannot get forth. 

9 Mine eye has grown feeble firom affliction ; 
I have called unto Thee, Lord, all day ;' 
I have stretched forth my hands unto Thee. 

10 Wilt Thou work miracles for the dead ? 

Shall the long-departed rise up and praise Thee ? 
Selah. 

11 Shall Thy mercy be talked of in the grave ? 
Thy faithfulness in destruction ? 

12 Shall Thy miracles be recognized in darkness ? 
And Thy faithftdness in the land of forgetftdness ? 

1 H. " emancipated from service." Here used as of one tam- 
ed adrift by a once kind Master and Patron. Jer. and Vulg, 
«Uber." 

« Jer. Cunctis fluctibus Tuis aflflixisti me. 

» F«^. and t/er, totft die. (So too LXX.) 
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13 As for me, — ^to Thee, Lord, have I cried, 

And in the morning shall my prayer hasten before 
Thee.* 

14 Why, Lord, rejectest Thou my soul, 
And hidest Thy face from me ? 

15 Afflicted am I, and gasping for life, from youth up- 

ward; 
I have borne Thy terrors ; I am confounded.* 

16 All Thy wrath* has surged^ over me : 
Thy terrors annihilate me. 

17 They encompass me, like water, all day long; 
They surround me in a mass. 

18 Lover and friend hast Thou removed far from me ; 
My intimates are blank darkness.* 

i ^ Or; "anticipate Thee;" — as if bent on taking heaven hy 

j rurprise. — ^The only ray of comfort in this dark psahn. 

» LXX J§»jflro^^^?jv. Jer, and Vulff, conturbatus sum. E. V. 
•^distracted."-— (Cp. St. Markxiv. 33. fj^^aro Ix^afA^tTa^ai xai 

« Hebr. "Thy wraths." Vulg. irro Tusb. 

7 See xlii. 8, cxxiv. 4^ Isai. viii. 8, Hab. iii 10. 

8 When he looked round to catch a word or glance of sympa- 
thy, — ^instead of the well-known circle of loving and cheerful fa- 
ces, he found only Darkness aroimd him ; — ^that was his sole 
companion. None else had he to converse with, or unbosom 
himself to ; none hvit pitiless Dark space. 



PSALM TiXXXTX. 

Instruction of Ethan the EzraMte. 

1 For ever ysdll I sing of the mercies of the LoBB ; 

A Generally referred to the time of Josiah's death, or later. 
Delitzsohy however, acquiesces in the old view that the period of 
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To all ages I will make known with my mouth Thy 
faithfulness. 

2 For I have said ; Mercy shall be built up for ever, 
In the very heavens vrtlt Thou establish Thy fidth- 

fulness : — 

3 *^ I made a covenant with My chosen one, 
" I swore to David My servant : 

4 " Thy seed will I stablish for ever, 

^^ And build up thy throne to all ages." Selah. 

5 And the heavens shall praise Thy wonders, Lord, 
Thy faithfulness also in the assembly of the Holy 

ones.^ 

6 For who in the skies shall rank with the Lord, 
Among the sons of the gods who shall resemble the 

Lord? 

7 Qt)d is greatly to be feared in the council of the 

Holy ones,^ 
Tea, awful to all that are round about Him. 

8 Lord GK)d of Hosts, 

Who is like Thee, the mighiy Self-existent :* 
And Thy faithfulness encircles Thee, 

9 Thou rulest the pride of the sea ; 

When its breakers toss themselves. Thou stillest them. 

10 Thou crushedst Rahab as one that is slain. 
Thou scatteredst Thy enemies with Thy mighty 

arm. 

11 Thine are the heavens, Thine too is earth : 

The world and its fulness — Thou foundedst them. 

the invasion of Shishak (1 Kings xiv, 2 Chron. xii,) is well-suit- 
ed to the circumstancjes of the Psahnist. 

1 The Holy Angels, Job. v. 1. xv. 15. Deut. xxxiii. 2. 

« H. « Yah;' as in Ixviii. 18. 
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12 North and South, — Thou createdst them ; 
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Thy name. 

13 Thine is an arm clad with power ;* 
Mighty is Thy hand, lofty Thy right hand. 

1 4 Justice and judgment are the basis of Thy throne, 
Mercy and truth go before Thy face. 

15 Happy the people, that know the joyous sound ; 
ITiey shall walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy coun- 
tenance. 

16 In Thy name shall they exult all the day long ; 
And in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted. 

17 For Thou art the glory of their strength ; 
And by Thy favour Thou exaltest our horn. 

18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, 

And our king to the Holy One of Israel.* 

19 Then spakest Thou in vision to Thy saint,* 
And saidst ; " I have laid help on a mighty man, 

" I have exalted a chosen man from among the people : 

20 " I have found David my servant : 

" With my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21 " My hand shall be firm with him, 

" Yea, my arm shall strengthen him. 

22 " The enemy shall not harass him, 

" Nor the son of perverseness afflict him.« 

• Or ; " (associated) with power :*' — always effecting what it 
attempts. 

^ And therefore, (it is implied,) it oannot be, that the throne 
of David should become the prey of any worldly power. (Dditzsch,) 

* Some Mss., the LXX. Vvlg^ Chald., Syr^ Aq^ Jer^ and 
others, have the plural. The singular may well refer to Nathan ; 
I Chron, xvij. 16, 

» Cp. 2 Sam. vii. 10. 1 Chron. xvii. 9. 
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23 ^^ I will beat down his foes before him 
'' And smite them that hate him. 

24 ^^And my faithfiilness and mercy shall be witii 

him, 
^^ And through my name shall His horn be exalted. 

25 ^^ I will set his hand on the sea, 

" And his right hand on the rivers. 

26 " He shall call to me, Thou art my father, 
" My God and the rock of my salvation. 

27 " I also will make him my firstborn, 
" Most High above earth's kings.' 

28 " My mercy will I preserve for him for ever, 
" And my covenant shall be assured to him. 

29 " And I will make his seed to last for ever, 
" And his throne as the days of heaven. 

30 " If his children shall forsake my law, 
^^ And walk not in my judgments : 

31 " If they pro&ne my statutes, 

" And keep not my commandments ; — 

32 " Then will I visit their offence with the rod, 
" And their misdeed with stripes. 

33 " But my mercy will I not wholly withdraw from 

him, 
" Nor be false to my plighted truth. 

34 ** I wiU not profane my covenant, 

" And what has passed my lips I will not alter, 

35 " One thing have I sworn in my holiness,— 
" Assuredly I will not lie to David : — 

36 " His seed shall exist for ever, 

" And his throne as the sun before me. 

'' Aq, 'T-N^/ffrov ro/j; j3atf/Xiif^/ rris yr^g. Cp. Deut. xxviii 1. 
(« King of kings and Lord of Lords :" Revel xix. 16,) 
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37 " It shall be established for ever as the moon, 
" As the faithfiil witness® in the skies.'' Selah. 



38 Yet Thou hast cast off and rejected, 

Thou hast dealt wraihfully with Thine anointed. 

39 Thou hast annulled Thy servant's covenant. 
Thou hast profaned his crown to the earth. 

40 Thou hast broken down all his fences,* 
Thou hast made his castles a ruin. 

41 All who pass along the road plunder himj 
He has become a bye- word to his neighbours. 

42 Thou hast exalted the right hand of his foes, 
Thou hast gladdened all his enemies. 

43 Thou hast also turned the edge'* of his sword, 
And not sustained him in the fight. 

44 Thou hast put an end to his lustre. 
And dashed his throne to the ground. 

45 Thou hast cut short the days of his youth, 
Thou haat wrapt him round with shame. SELAH. 

46 How long, Lord, wilt Thou unceasingly hide 

Thyself? 
( How long ) shall Thy anger bum like fire ? 

47 Remember I am but--oh ! how fleeting ! 

8 Commonly taken to be the Rainbow, (Qen. iz. 12.) Others 
refer it to the moon. — ^Every new moon is a testimony to the 
permanence of God's arrangements in the physical world. Not 
less firm and enduring shall be His Church. Amidst all its 
revolutions, — ^its wazings and wanings, — its brightness and obscu- 
ration, — ^it is upheld by God's sure promise. Op. Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21. 

» By which the Vineyard was enclosed: (or, perhaps, the 
walls that supported the vine-terraces on the hills.) Jer. omnes 
macerias ejus, 

10 H. "rock ;"— once as firm as flinty it now bends backward. 
Jer, robur. 
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For what vanity^^ hafit Thou created all the sons of 
men I 

48 Who is the man that shall live on and not see death. 
That shall deliver his soul from the hand of Hades ? 

Selah. 

49 Where are those earlier" mercies of Thine, Lord, 
Which Thou swarest unto David in Thy faithfulness?" 

50 Bemember, Lord, the reproach of Thy servants. 
The burden I bear in my bosom^* from all the mighty 

nations : 

51 Because Thine enemies, Lobd, have reproached. 
Because they have reproached the footsteps of Thy 

Anointed One.*' 

Blessed be the Lord evermore. Amen. Amen.^ 

11 Piscator: Ad quantam vanitatem. Reinke: " wie nichtig." 
Vaihinger : " Zu welchem nichts." Most commentators follow 
Jer. quare frustra ? 

J* Or, "primitive." LXX. rdt. diiyala, Cp. on Ixxix. 8. 

18 Hence called " the sure mercies of David :" Isai. Iv. 3. (Acts 
xiii. 34.) 

1* The burden of care buried in my own breast, — and borne 
with silent, undemonstrative, fortitude. 

15 Their reproaches follow him wherever he goes : — Scandalum 
crucis. — ^The Chaldee has here a remarkable rendering ; " They 
have scoffed at the tardiness of Thy Messiah's footsteps." So 
Kimchi ioo : "He delays so long, that they say he will never 
come." (Cp. 2 Pet : iii. 9.) Mr. KehU: "His lingering footsteps." 
—The Arabic ^^dkaba'^ is used in the sense of "delaying." 

z The end of the Third Book. It contains eleven Psalms 
(73-83) by Asaph; five by the Korahites (84, 86, 87-89); and only 
one (86) ascribed to David. It may, therefore, be called Asapkic : 
and hence " the words of David and of Asaph," in 2 Chron. xxix. 
30, would include the Three First books of Psalms. 



PSALM XC. 

A Prayer of Moses^ the Man of God. 

1 Lord, Thou hast been our dweUing-place * 
From age to age, 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth 

Or Thou hadst fashioned the earth and the world « ; 
Even from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God. 

3 Thou tamest man back till he crumbles* ; 
And sayest, Return, ye children of men.* 

4 For a thousand years are in Thy sight 
As a yesterday which has flitted by. 
And as a watch in the night. 

5 Thou sweepest them away^ ; they become as a sleep^^ ; 
Li the morning they are as the grass tliat shoots up : 

1 Or:^ hast been to us a home." LXX. xarapuy^ (here and 
at xci. 9.) Jer. habitaculum. Cp. Deut xxxiiL 27, (where ma'onah 
is rendered by R F. " refuge/*) 

2 The habitable world. 

* Jer. ad contritionem. 

* " Then shall the dust retua^n to the earth as it was ; and the 
spirit shall return to God who gave it." Eccles. xii. 7 

* as with a torrent or hurricane. " Pulchrd sic depingitur im- 
provisa, universalis, ineluctabilis, et turbulenta mortis violen- 
tia." (Geier,) 

« ^. e., their past existence appears a mere dream. Ver. Percu- 
tiente^Te eos, ut somnium «runt. Mr. Kehle : " Gone like a slum- 
ber." 
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6 In the morning it blooms and shoots up ; 
In the evening it is cut down and with^ed. 

7 For we are wasted away in thy anger, 
And terror-stricken at Thy wrath* 

8 Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, 

Our secret thoughts^ in the light' of Thy countenance. 

9 For all our days have vanished under Thy indigna- 

nation, 
We bring our years to an end like a sad reverie.® 

10 The days of our years, — their sum is seventy years, 
Or if a man be strong, eighty years, 

And their pride'® is but toil and vanity ; 

For it dashes swiftly by, and we must take our flight ** 

11 Who considers the power of Thy anger. 

Or, with due fear of Thee, (thinks of) Thy indigna- 
tion" ? 

12 To number our days ! — Oh bestow this skill. 

And we shall bring home*' a wisdom-fraught heart '* 

7 ffebr. " secrecies." All the secret infidelity which was at 
the root of their overt sins of idolatry, sensuality, &c. — DdUzwh 
has, ^^ Unser Geheimstes." Jer. negligentias nostras. 

8 Meor ; properly, " luminary." — Gk)d*s countenance shone into 
the recesses of the soul, as the sun lights up all the dark vallies 
of the world. 

^ Or; "mournful story." ^RegeH^ is rendered "mourning" 
by E, V. in Ezek. il 10. The Chaldee has ; « As the breath of 
the mouth in winter." (Cp. St James iv. 14.) The LXX. sin- 
gularly : rcb Inj tifiuv ugii a^d^vri s/ms'Kstuv, 

^0 The very best and choicest they have to offer. 

1 Jer. Quoniam transivimus cito et avolavimus. 

12 Jer, et secundum timorem Tuum indignationem Tuatn. 

18 ( navf.' Dditzsch rightly compares 2 Sam. ix. 10. Hag. L 6 ; 
where the word is used of gathering in the fruits of harvest. 

1* Idt ^ a heart of wisdom." 
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13 Return, Lord, — ^how long ? 
And relent over Thy servants. 

14 Satisfy us in the moming*^ with Thy mercy, 
And we will rejoice and be glad all our days. 

15 Gladden us according to the days Thou hast afflicted us, 
The years we have seen adversity. 

16 Let Thy working be displayed to Thy servants,** 
And Thy majesty upon their children. 

17 And may the loveliness''^ of the Lord our Grod be 

upon us ; 
And the work of our hands, oh, establish upon us ; 
Yea, the work of our hands, establish Thou it 

15 Or ; <<on the morrow." LXX. rh Ar^wt — after this night 
of suffering. 

16 « < His every act pure blessing is, His path unsullied light' ; 
but the cloud of sorrow prevents men's eyes from seeing i^ so, 
when God's chastisement is on them ; — as it was on Moses." 
(Oerlouih.) 

17 NoWitn^ as in xxviL 4 All that is engaging and endearing 
in Him. E, F. Beauty. F«i^. splendor. Jer, dtGor.-^Dditzsch 
(happily), "Preundlichkeit." 



PSALM XCL^ 

1 He who sits in the secret place of the Most High, 
Shall lodge beneath the shadow of the Almighty.^ 

A Svbject Confidence in God amidst trouble and peril the 
privilege of those who are wholly (oXoxX^^ca^ xa/ oXorsXwc ; 
Qrh, Comm,) devoted to him. " Omnipotens et verax Deus dicit 
Confide et'protegamr (BeUarm.) 

1 Vaihinger compares Gen xix. 8: "Therefore came they 
under the shadow of my roo£" Thus the meaning will be ; — He 
who commits himself to God's protection, shall assuredly find 
Him not wanting to the duty of hospitality. He who is the 
gu^t of the Almighty must needs be secure. 

T 2 
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2 I will say to the Lord ; " my refiige and fortress ! 
My God, — ^in whom I will trust!" 

3 Truly He shall deliver thee* from the snare of the 

fowler, 
From the pestilence of maKgnity.* 

4 With His feathers He shall cover thee. 
And imder His wings thou shalt find refuge ; 
His truth shall be a shield and a coat-of-maiL 

5 Thou shalt not be afraid of the nightly alarm* ; 
Of the arrow that flies in the day-time ; 

6 Of the pestilence that walks in darkness. 
Of the contagion that ravages at noon-day. 

7 A thousand may fall at thy side, and ten thousand at 

thy right hand ; 
It shall not reach thee. 

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou look on. 
And see the recompence of the wicked. 

9 " For Thou, Lord, art my reftige^ ;" 

— ^Thou hast made the Most High thy dwelling-place^ : 

* w. 1, 2 may be supposed to have been sung by a single 
voice ; then w, 3 — 8 would be sung by a Chorus ; which is inter- 
rupted for a brief interval in v. 9 by the soloy but immediately 
resiunes its strain, and continues it to i^. 13 : after which OocPs 
own Voice is heard. 

8 Others : "from the ruinous (K V, noisome) pestilence." The 
parallelism is in favour of the rendering given in the text. 

* Song of Sol. iii. 8. 

5 This is the pious soul's out-burst of grateful adherence to 
God : the second line of the v. is the recurrence of the chorus, 
eager to re-iterate the promise of Divine help. 

LXX. rhv U'v|//<rrov i^ou xara^vyriv (fou. Mendelssohn takes 
the whole verse in the same way as E, V» ; — ^but this is extremely 
harsh. 



XCl] PSALMS. 209 

10 No evil shall light^ upon thee, 

Nor any plague come nigh thy tent 

11 For He shall charge His Angels respecting thee, 
To keep thee in all thy ways.® 

12 They shall bear thee on their hands,^ 
Lest thou dash thy foot against a stotie. 

13 On the lion and adder shalt thou tread,^® 

Thou shalt trample on the young lion and the dragon. 

14 Because he has clung fast to Me,^* therefore I will 

deliver him ; 
I will set him on high, because he has regarded My 
name. 

15 He shall call on Me, and I will answer him, 
I Myself am with him in trouble,'* 

I will deliver ^itn and bring him to honour. 

16 With length of days will I satisfy him,*^ 
And will let him see My salvation. 

8 Thy appointed ways ; — ^the ways along which thy Providen- 
tial vocation leads thee. "The Tempter (St. Luke iv. 10.) 
omitted these words, when he wished Jesus to fling himself 
headlong. Non est VIA hose, sed ruina, says St Bernard." 
(Delitzsch,) 

9 As a father might help his child over a rough road. 

10 Impetuous violence and treacherous malice. 

11 Jer. quoniam mihi adheesit. Reinke, " Denn er hangt an 
mir." Calvin remarks : "Hhashaq tantundem hie valet ac 
suaviter recurhhers in Devrni ejusque gratid oblectari,^^ 

i« " Quomodo mater segrotantl filiolo majora signa benevolentiae 
exhibet quam cseteris filiis." (BeUarm,) 

i« " Quia non potest repleri humanum desiderium nisi cetenut 
duratione, ideo per hanc longitudinem dierum intelligitur jeterna 
duratio." (Id,) 
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PSALM XCII. 
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath-day. 

1 Grood is it to give thanks to the Lord 

' And to celebrate Thy name, most High ; 

2 To set forth Thy mercy in the morning, 
And Thy faithfulness every night. 

3 To a ten-stringed (harp) and to the lute. 
To a solenm strain on the guitar. 

4 For Thou hast gladdened me, Lobd, by Thy do- 

ings,^ 
I will rejoice over the works of Thy hands. 

5 How great are Thy works, Loed ! - 
Exceeding deep are Thy contrivances.* 

6 A senseless man does not notice, 
Nor a fool consider, this. 

7 When the wicked spring up as herbage. 
And all the workers of iniquity flourish, 

* Poal is the word commonly employed of God*s providential 
dealhigs : xliv. 1. Ixiv. 9. xc. 16 : etc. 

« Machshevoth: "arrangements," "plans," "schemes," "designs," 
" devices." — ^The word is used in xxxiii. 10, 11. There, and in many 
other places, the LXX. have \oyi(5[jjoi\ here, and at xciv. 11, 
they have htoiXoyi(i[j^oi ; in Job v. 12, and Isai. Iv. 7, 8. jSouXag ; 
in Isai. Iv. 9. d/avoTjfiara ; Exod. xxxv. 33. tfop/a ; 35. <ro/x/X/a. 
Jerem. xviii. 12 a^otfr^opa/ (=" expedients.") How readily words 
like these suggest themselves to writers on Natural Theology, 
when tracing the operations of "the Gfoverning Mind, which 
from the beginning has co-adapted and co-adjusted all the forces 
and progressive conditions of the universe," is well-known. — ^The 
Scheme of Providence, to which the Psalmist is here referring, 
is a yet higher exhibition of the " manifold wisdom of God." 
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'Tis that they may be * destroyed for ever : 

8 But Thou art on high* for evermore, Lord. 

9 For lo, Thine enemies shall perish, 

All the workers of wickedness shall be scattered. 

10 But Thou raisest my horn like a buffalo's ; 
I am drenched with freshening' oil. 

11 And my eye can look calmly on my foe-men, 

My ears listen calmly to the evil-doers who rise 
I against me. 

12 The righteous man shall flourish as a palm,« 
He shall grow as a cedar^ on Lebanon. 

13 Planted in the house of the Lord, 

They shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

14 Still in old age they shall bear fruit, 
Rich and fresh shall they be ; 

15 To make known that the Lord is upright ; 
My Bock, in whom is no unrighteousness ! 

3 So the LXX. S'frug av. — Or we may render ; "they are on 
the eve of being destroyed." 

4 Far beyond the reach of change or vicissitude : ordering 
all earthly things to the manifestation of His own Love and 
Faithfulness. 

« ffebr, "brightly-green, luxuriant ;"— said properly of the 
olive ;— -cp. v. 14. 

« ramtij/-,— Date-palm. It grows in the Desert where no other 
tree is found ; and bears luxuriant crops of fruit ;— a symbol of 
Life in the regions of Death. 

7 " In addition to its durability, the Cedar is the most rnajes- 
Ho of trees. The very air of the tree impresses one with the 
idea of its comparative immortality." (Rhind's Veff. Kingd, 
p. 472.) Cp. note on Ixxil 16. 
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PSALM XCIIL^ 

1 The LoBD reigns ; He has clad Himself with ma- 

jesty ; 
The LoBD has clad Himself; He has girt Himself 

with strength ; 
Therefore the world is stable ; it totters not 

2 Stable is Thy throne from of old ; 
Thou art from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, Lord, 
The floods have lifted up their voice ; 
The floods lift up their tumult. 

4 Than the voices of many waters, 
Than the glorious breakers of ocean, 
More glorious is the Lord on high. 

5 Thy testimonies are very sure ; 

Holiness beseeems Thy house*, Lord, through 
lengthened days. 

A The LXX; has : sig rriv fi/Jbs^av rou <rgotfaj8j3ardw, ore xa- 
rtfjx/grat 7i y?. The Psalm was undoubtedly used by the J^ws 
on Fridays. 

1 Holiness befits those who dwell with the Holy One. ( cp. 
2 Tim. ii. 19.) 



PSALM XCIV.A 

1 God of vengeance^, the Lord ! 
God of vengeance, shine forth. 

2 Lift Thyself up, judge of the earth. 
Return a recompence to the proud. 

A LXX. says ; rtr^ddt cajS^drov, i Hebr. " vengeances." 
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3 How long shall the wicked, Loed, 
How long shall the vsdcked exult ? 

4 They overflow,* they talk overbearingly, 

They speak proudly, — all these workers of iniquity. 

5 They crush Thy people, Lord, 
And afflict Thy heritage. 

6 They slay the widow and stranger. 
And murder the orphans. 

7 And they say ; " The Lord' wiU not see. 
Nor will the Gtod of Jacob observe." 

8 Understand, ye senseless among the people ; 
And ye foolish, when will ye grow wise ? 

9 He who planted the ear, shall He not hear? 
He who formed the eye, shall He not behold ? 

10 He who educates the nations, shall He not correct* ? 
He who teaches man knowledge, — ' 

11 ^e'LoRD knows the contrivances* of man 
That they are vanity. 

12 Happy the man whom Thou, Lord, trainest 
And teachest out of Thy law ; 

« as a gui^gling fountain. * \ ^ 

3 Hebr. Yah. And so again in v, 12. 

* Or; "shall He not reason clearly and justly,"— scattering 
to the ^inds all sophistry? — ^For such is the primitive force 
of hokiahh. 

5 Instead of asking, " Shall He not penetrate the secrets of 
all hearts V* there is a break, and the next verse supplies the 
answer. 

€ Machahevoth ; see note oh xcii. 5 ; which is in contrast with 
the present verse. Vvlg, Dominus scit cogitationes hominum, 
quia vansB sunt. — What they think to be profound strokes of 
policy to His eye are utter hoUowness (hevel). 
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13 To give him calmness against^ the days of evil, 
Till the pit be digged for the wicked. 

14 For the Lord will not cast oflF His people, 
Nor abandon His heritage. 

15 Fop judgment shall (yet) return imto Eight^, 
And all the honest-hearted in its train. 

16 Who will stand up for me against the evil-doers ? 
Who will set himself for me against the workers of 

iniquity? 

17 If the Lord had not been my help, 

My soul had soon found her home in Silence.' 

18 But as oft as I say, *• My foot slips," 
Thy mercy, Lord, holds me up. 

19 Amidst the crowding of my busy thoughts^® within 

me 
Thy consolations have soothed" my souL 

20 Shall the throne of malignity be in league witii Thee, 
That forges mischief by statute^^ ? 

1 Or : ** to give him rest from.*' LXX. t(!^ T^aivoi aur^ df ' 

8 Hebr, " up to, or as far as Right." — Judgment^ which had 
long seemed separated from the Right, (while the ungodly pros- 
pered and the pious were afllicted,) shall at length retiim trium- 
phantly, and not stop short tillit has definitely re-instated the 
Right. Then shall all sound-hearted lovers of goodness follow 
in its wake and share its triumph. 

3 Or ; "dwelt in (the land of) silence.'* cp. cxv. 17. 

^^ Sardppim; anxious, perplexing, intricate, doubtful, think- 
ings. LXX. 66uvojv. 

Ji Or, "refreshed." LXX. ijyaflr^erav, ("caressed.") 

i« ^Alrhhoq ; as if they hammered out their systematic op- 
pression on the anvil of Law ; — or, as if Law were the cast or 
mould, by which they gave shape to their iniquitous policy. 
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21 They band them against the soul of the righteous man, 
And condemn innocent blood. 

22 But the Lord is to me a Fortress, 

And my God is the Rock of my confidence. 

23 He brings back on them their own iniquity ; 

And by their own wickedness will He destroy them ; 
The Lord our God shall destroy them. 



PSALM XCV. 

1 Oh come, let us sing aloud to the Lord, 

Let us shout joyously to the Rock of our salvation : 

2 Let us haste^ into His presence with thanks, 
Let us shout joyously to Him with songs» 

3 For the Lord is a great God, 
And a great King above all gods. 

4 Li whose hand are the recesses of earth. 
And the mountains' toilsome heights are His. 

5 His is the sea ; He Himself made it ;• 
And His hands formed the dry land. 

6 Oh come, let us worship, and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.* 

7 For He is our God ; 

And we are the people of His pasture and sheep of 

His hand : 
To-day, if ye would but listen to His voiced ! — 

1 " nekaddenmh ;"— let us ende^,vour to get the starl of time ; 
anticipating the hour of sacrifice ; not waiting till He says, "Seek 
ye my face ;" — ^but, as He " prevents His people with blessings 
of goodness," (as it is said, " Before they call I will hear ;") so 
before He invites, let them rejoice in him. Vulg, praeoccupemus. 

« Who made Israel to be His own special people. 

* —ye shall have the good Shepherd's love blessing you. 
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8 " Harden not your heart as at Meribah, 

" As in the day of Massah, in the wilderness : 

9 " When your fathers tried Me, 

" Put Me to the proof,* aye, and saw My work.^ 

10 " Forty years was I wearied^ with the generation : 

" And I said, A nation of heart-wanderers are they ; 
'' Even they^ have not regarded My ways. 

11 ^< Whereupon I sware in My aUger, 

" Never shall they come into My rest" 

4 as by a touch-stone. 

5 Though they so often put Him to the proof, He was so for- 
bearing as to comply time after time with their wilfulness ;— 
and « they saw His mrk'' of special Providence,-grax5iousIy in- 
vitmg their confidence or sternly punishing their sin. 

6 i e. was My patience taxed. 

7 With all the mercy,-aU the severity,-that haye been ex- 
pended upon them,-" even they have not recognized my ways." 

PSALM XCVL^ 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song,^ 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord, hless His name, 
Publish* His salvation from day to day. 

3 Recount His glory among the heathen. 
His wonders among all nations. 

A « A mimonc^-Aym^ for all ages ; which has a growing suit- 
ableness for our own tunes, when heathen rs^ are hegm-ng to 
respond to the call, * Sing to the Lord a new song,' and when t^ 
chLh, enfeebled at home, casts her eye so much the more wist- 
^troad on the heathen world." (Hen,st Cp. on Ps. Ixxxv..) 
lChron.xvi 23-33 should be compared. 

1 Yarchi says ; " Wherever * a new song' is mentioned, refer- 
ence is made to the future age." cp. Isai. xlii. 18, 19. 

8 LXX. gva77gX//^8(J^g. Isai. xl. 9. lii. 7. 



xcvi ] PSAiais. 217 

4 For great is the Lokd, and tigjhly to be pxaised; 
Awful is He above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are nothings,* 
But the Lord made the heav^as. 

6 Grandeur and majesty are before Him, 
Might and beauiy are in His sanctuary. 

7 Give to the Lord, ye families of the nations, 
Give to the Lord glory and might. 

8 Give to the Lord the glory due to His name. 
Bring your offering,* and enter His courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ;* 
Stand in awe of Him,^ all the earth. 

10 Say among the nations, " The Lord reigns, 

" Therefore the world is stable ; it totters not ; 
*^ He shall give sentence upon the peoples with 
equity.^' 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let earth exult ; 
Let the sea thunder, and all its fulness ; 

12 Let the field rejoice^ and all that is in it ; 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing aloud, 

13 Before the Lord : — because He comes. 
He comes to judge the earth ; 

3 Non-entities ; nullities. Symm, oLvv'Tctpcroi : (■»**non-exis- 
tent.") The deities of the heathen were unrealities ; though the 
instigators to idolatry were real beings, — demons. 

4 Minchah : — ^strictly the meat-offering, or unbloody sacrifice. 
Cp. Malachi i. 11. LXX. ^u<fiai. Vulg, hostias. 

5 " Hhadrath qodesh "; see on xxix. 2. The priests were not to 
minister except in holy attire, (Eatod. xxviii. 43.) The nations 
now called upon to minister before Him must be clothed with 
holiness. 

« Here (as in xoviiL 4, c. 1,) the .verb is plural. 

U 
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He shall judge the world in righteousness^ 
And the peoples in His faith^ilness. 



PSALM XCVIL 

1 The Lord reigns : let earth rejoice, 
Let the many isles^ be glad. 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about Him, 
Bighteousness and judgement are the basis of Hi» 

throne. 

3 A fire goes before Him, 

And bums up His enemies round about. 

4 His lightnings illumined the world ; 
The earth saw it and was in pangs. 

5 The hills melted like wax from before the Lord, 
From before the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heavens have declared His righteousness 
And all the nations have seen His glory. 

7 Ashamed be all who serve graven images, 
That boast themselves in nothings ;* 

" Worship Him, all ye gods." 

8 Zion heard and was glad. 

And the daughters of Judah rejoiced, 
Because of Thy judgements, Lord. 

9 For Thou, Lord, art most High above all the earth ; 
Far exalted art Thou above all gods. 

10 Ye who love the Lord, hate evil* ; 

1 ^lyyimf — as in budi. 10. In Gen. x. 6 they are specially 
connected with the progeny of Japhet. The word occurs very 
freqitently in the evangelistic addresses of Isaiah : (e, g, xli. 1. 
xlix, 1.) « As in xcvi. 6. » Cp, xlv. 7. cxxxix. 21, S2. 



X1CVII. XCVlIl] PSALMS. 219 

He keeps the souls of His saints, 

He will deliver them from the hand of the ungodly. 

11 Light is so^Ti for the righteous,* 

' And gladness for the upright in heart 

12 Be glad, ye righteous, in the Lobd, 
And give thanks to Hi« holy name/ 

* lu the dark soil of earth aeeds of light are sown, to burst 
ibrth hereafter in a bright harvest. LXX. fug avsrsTXe rf 
dixaitft ; (probably they read zaraeh, as in cxii. 4.) 

5 H. "memory," or "memorial." See cii. 12. 



PSALM XCVIIL 
• A Psalm, 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For marvellous things has He done; 
His own right hand and holy arm wrought Him 
salvation.^ 

2 The Lord has made known His salvation ; 

In the sight of the nations lias He laid bare His 
righteousness. 

3 He has remembered His mercy and His truth toward 

the house of Israel ; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 
our God. 

4 Shout ye joyously to the Lord, all the earth ; 
Break forth, and sing aloud, and make melody. 

5 Make melody to the Lord with the harp. 
With harp and the sound of song. 

I E.V. " hath gotten Him the victory." Cp. Isai. bdii. 5 : 
(where K V. has ; "brought salvation unto me.") 

XT 2 
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6 With trumpets and the sound of comet, 
Shout joyoualj before the King, the Lord. 

7 Let the sea and its ftibiess thunder;^ 
The world and they that dwell on it. 

8 Let the rivers dap their hands^ 
Let the hills sing aloud together, 

9 Before the Lord : because He comes to judge the 

earth; 
He shall judge the world with righteousness 
And the peoples with equity. 

» Jer. tonet. 



PSALM XCIX. 

1 The Lord reigns ; let the peoples tremble : 
He sits on the Cherubim ; let the earth quake. 

2 Great is the Lord in Zion, 

And high is He above all the peoples. 

3 Let them praise Thy name, so great and awful 5* — 
"Holy IS He." 

4 And the King's strength loves judgment'; — 
'Twas Thou who establishedst equity. 

Thou who wroughtest judgement and righteousness in 
Jacob. 

5 Exalt ye the Lord our Grod, 
And bow down at His footstool ; — 
" Holy is He.'' 

1 Deut. X. 17. s In I{im might is ever co-incident with right- 
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6 Moses and Aaron among His priests,* 

And Samuel among these that called on His name, — 
They called on the Lord, and He answered them. 

7 In a cloudy pillar He spake to them : 

They kept His testimonies and the statute He gave 
them. 

8 Lord f )ur Gk>d, Thou heardest them ; 
Thou wast to them* a f(»rgiving Gk)d, 
Though taking vengeance on their misdeeds.* 

9 Exalt ye tlie Lord our God, 

And bow down at His holy mount ; 
For <^ Ht>ly is the Lord our Grod." 

* Moses not only interceded for the people, but sprinkled the 
blood of the Covenant at Mt. Sinai, (Exod. xxiv,) and set in 
order all the priestly fiinctions : (Exod. xl. 20 — 27 : Lev. viii.) 

* i, €., at their intercessions for the people. LXX. htkarog 
kym\) alroTg* 

5 On the misdeeds, which they— the intercessors— took upon 
them representatively, when pleading for the people. God for- 
gave the sins of the people ; yet His very mercy was concerned in 
" visiting their offences with chastisement." (Cp. Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
Numb. xiv. 20—22.) 



PSALM 0. 

A Psalm of Thanks^ving,^ 

1 Shout ye joyously to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Serve the Lord with* gladness, 
Come before Him with loud song. 

A The Chaldee has; "Psalm of thank-offering ;" — x. «., to be 
used at the time of presenting the " ihmk-offervn/g Sacrificey' 
(Levit vii. 12). 

u 3 
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3 Know that the Lord, even He, is God ; 
He made us, and not we ourselves/ 

To be His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

4 Oh enter His gates with thanksgiving, His courts 

with praise, 
Thank Him, and bless His name. 

5 For the Lobd is good ; everlasting is His meroy ; 
And His faithfulness (endures) to all generations. 

1 So the Kethiv; followed by the LXX., Fw^., and /Syr,— Hb 
made us to 66 what we are ; — ^His happy and joyful people. The 
Qeri is ; " and His we are ;" — ^which is adopted by the TcMrgwm, 
JerimSj and many modems. — The Bereshith EaJbhOy (c 100,) 
defends the Kethiv as a forcible antithesis of the sentiment attri- 
buted to Pharaoh in EzeL xxix. 3 : "^ My river is my own, and I 
myself made myself (to be what I am, — so rich and potent )." 
[The JE F. in Ezekiel has ; " I made (it) for myself :" but the 
Ft^. ''feci memetipsum." Cocceiua remarks: ^De seipsoita 
cogitate qtuui non euet creatura Dei, sed sibimet ipsi deberet 
suam potentiam, suum regnum, et suum statum." Compare our 
unhappy modem phrase ; ^ a self-made man.'^ 



PSALM OL 

A Psalm of David. 

1 Of mercy and judgment would I sing. 
To Thee, Lord, would I make melody. 

2 Warily would I go^ along the path of innocence,* 
• — Oh 1 when wilt Thou come unto me'? — 

1 ^AskOah:'' LXX. eruv^^w. 

« ffebr. "in a perfect (or foultless) way." Vtdg. in vift immacu- 
late. So again in «;. 6. 

* Hengst, quotes the promise, Exod. zz. 24 "Li all places 
where I record my name, I will come to thee and bless thee." — 
David had now been allowed to erect a memorial to God's name 
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I will walk in the integrity of my heart within my 
house. 

3 I will set before me no deed of baseness. 

The miprincipled act^ is my abhorrence ; it shall not 
cleave to me. 

4 A crooked heart shall depart from me, 
I will have no acquaintance with evil. 

5 Whoso secretly slanders his neighbour, him will I 

destroy. 
The man of lofty eyes and swollen* heart I will not 
endure. 

6 My eyes are on the trusty men of the land, that they 

may dwell with me ; 
Whoso walks in the path of innocence, he shall be 
my servant.. 

7 None shall dwell inside my house, who works guile, 
None who speaks lies shall tarry in my sight. 

8 Morning by morning I will destroy all the wicked of 

the land, 
So as to cut oflF from the city of the Lord all that 
work iniquity. 

on Sion : and his longing desire bursts forth ; " Oh, wilt Thou not 
now fulfil Thy promise in the deepest sense ? wilt Thou not 
give me inwardly Thy own sanctifying Presence ?" 

^iJJit, "The doing of deflexions, or obliquities.*' Vulg, prseva- 
ricationes. Jer, declinationes. 

* LU, " wide of heart." VtUff. insatiabili. 
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PSALM OIL 

A prayer of the qfflkted; when he desponds^ and pours out 
his plaint be/ore the Lord. 

1 LoBD, hear my prayer, 

And let my crying come imto Thee. 

2 Hide not Thy face from me in the day that I am in 

trouble ; 
Incline Thine ear to me ; in the Jay that I call, an- 
swer me 8i>eevlily. 

3 For my days waste away into smoke. 
And my bones smoulder like a firebrand. 

4 My heart is smitten Uke grass, and withered ; 
For I have forgotten t<j eat my food. 

5 Because of the voice of my groaning 
My bones stick to my flesh.* 

6 I am like a pelican of the desert, 

I have become as an owl among ruins.* 

7 Sleepless am I, and am become 

As tlie bird that sits lonely on the roof. 

8 My enemies reproach me all the day. 
They who rave against me swear by me.' 

9 For I have eaten ashes as ])read. 
And mingled my drink with tears* ; 

10 Because of Tliine in<lignation and wrath ; 

For Thou hast lifted me up and hurled me down.^ 

11 My days are like a shadow that verges downward; * 
Yea verily, like grass am I withering. 

1 Job xix. 20. 

2 The " ivy-mantle. 1 towers," amiilst which she holds " her 
mlitary reign" (Gray's Elegy). 

3 i. e.j use my name as a curse ; " May he be like David." See 
Isai. Ixv, 15. Jer. xxix. 22. * instead of spices. 

5 LXX, Iwoag xars^^a^ag. ^ at the approach of night. 
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12 But Thou, LoM), slult abide for ever, 
And Thy memorial^ through all generations. 

13 Thou wilt stand up and have compassion on Zion, 
Far 'tis time to have pity on it ; for the set time is 

como. 

14 For Thy sen^antslook lovingly on the stones thereof,* 
They yearn over its dust.^ 

15 So may the naii(His fear the name of the Lord, 
And all the kings of the earth Thy glory ; 

16 Because the Lord has built up Zion, 
Has appeared in His glory ; 

17 Has tamed to the prayer of the destitute, 
And not despised their prayer. 

18 Be this written for the next generation, 

And let the people yet to be created praise the 
Lord.^« 

19 Because He has looked down from His holy height ; 
From heaven did the Lord behold tibe earth ; 

20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner, 
To liberate the condemned to death ;" 

21 To declare the name of the Lord in Sion, 
And His praise in Jerusalem : 



'' Op, " Name." See note on xxx. 4. Here is the assurance of 
the faithful heart:— God has promised, and He will make His 
promise good, however desperate my case seem. 

* — and their love is but a faint reflexion of Thine imchang- 
ing, everlasting, Goodness. If they pity it, much more Thou ! 

3 " Though the stones be lying all about, broken and split 
and in confusion, the faithful do not throw away their re- 
verence for the Temple. And so the more melancholi/ Hhe deso- 
lation of the' Church w, the less should we allow our affection to 
stray from it" (Calvin.) ' » 

10 J3e6r. Yah. a H, ** sons of death." Ps. Ixxix. 11. 
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22 WhUst peoples are gathered together, 
And kingdoms to serve the Lord. 

23 He brought down my strength" as I jomneyed/* 
He cut short my days. 

24 I said ; " My Gk)d, remove me not at the half of my 

days; 
" Thy years endure through all generations. 

25 '' Of old Thou foundedst the earth, 

" And the heavens are the work of Thy hands. 

26 " They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure ; 

^^ Yea, all of them shall wear out as a garment, 
'^ Thou shalt change them as a vesture^ and they 
shall be changed. 

27 " But Thou art the same,'* 

'^ And Thy years shall have no end. 
58 " The sons of Thy servants shall find a home,^^ 

" And their seed shall be established before Thee."^« 

>2 t/er. fortitu^inem. the Kethiv is " Kocho ;" which is in the 
LXX. and Vvlg. (^Bespondit ei in vi& virtutis Sux ; paucitatem 
dierum meorum narra mihi.**) w H. " on the road." 

1* H. "Thou art He." Isai. xli 4, xliii. 10, &c. 

15" Yishkdnu ;" Cp. note on Ixviii. 19. . 

18 Heaven and Earth shall pass away ; but not the Church. 
That abides for ever ; built upon Him, " who is before all things 
and by whom all things are held together." 
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DavicTs, 

1 Bless the Lord, my soul, 

And all that is within me, (bless) His holy name. 

2 Bless the Lord, my soul. 

And forget not all His benefits. ^ 
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3 Who forgives all thy misdoings, 
Who cures all thy sicknesses. 

4 Who redeems thy life from corruption/ 
Who crowns thee with mercy and compassion. 

5 Who satisfies thy gay heart* with good ; 
Thy youth is renewed like an eagle.* 



6 The Lord executes righteous deeds, 

Deeds of judgment for all that are oppressed. 

7 He made known His ways to Moses,* 
To the children of Israel His exploits.^ 

8 Compassionate and gracious is the Lord ; 
Slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. 

9 He will not always contend, 

Neither will He always retain (anger :) 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
Nor given to us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as high as heaven is over the earth. 

So mighty is His mercy over^ them that fear Him. 

12 As far as East is from West, 

So far has He removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father has compassion on his children, 

So has ttie Lord compassion on them that fear Him. 



1 Vulg, de interitu. Jer, de corruptione. 

« See note on xxxii. 9. Jer, omamentum tuum. Uengat " Zier." 
Rdnke : " Schmuck." Ihoald : « Muth." 

» /. e,y so that in strength it is like an eagle ;— see Job xxxix. 
27-30. Isai. xl. 31. 

* Beferring to Exod. xxxiii. 13. * LXX. ^iXrifiara auroD. 

« "'il2;"— asin the proceeding line. God's mercy stretches 
above them with its incomprehensible vastness, even as the 
boundless heaven stretches above the Earth. 
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14 For He^ knows our formation,* 
Eemembering well^ that we are dust 

15 Frail man,— his days are as grass; 

As a flower of tlhe field, so he flourishes.*® 

16 For a wind passes over it, and it is not. 
And its place knows it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 

everlasting on them that fear Him, 
And His righteousness (abides) to children's chil- 
dren; 

18 To such as keep His covenant, 

And remember His precepts to do them. 

19 The Lord has established His throne in heaven. 
And His sovereignty rules over all." 

20 Bless the Lord, ye His angels. 

Ye mighty in strength, that execute His word, 
Listening to the voice of His word. ^* 

21 Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, 

Ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure. 

22 Bless the Lord, all ye works of His, 
In all places of His dominion ; 
Bless the Lord, my soul. 

7 iiHe, — ^undoubtedly," — is in no danger of harsh judgment. 

8 LXX* rh 'TrKdafin ti/muv. 

9 ZakHr. " Infixum menti habens." {Oesen,) 
10 H. "he flowers." 

" Eakkol : " the whole :"=the Universe. C^aih. " das ganze 
WeltaU.") 

12 Not only mightily executing the word, when heard ; but ever 
intently listening, readi/ to catch the intimation of His Will ; 
•—that Will, which is their joy and their life. 
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PSALM CTV.^ 

1 Bless the Lobd, my soul ! 

Lord my God, Thou art very great. 

Thou hast clad Thyself with grandeur and majesty ; 

2 Arraying Thyself with light as a garment, 
Spreading out the heavens like a tent-curtain J 

3 Who lays the beams of His upper-stories on waters, 
Who uses clouds as His chariot. 

Who travels on wings of wind ; 

4 Making His messengers of winds,* 
His ministers of flaming fire. 

A A Psalm of the Creation : " presenting" says A. von Hum- 
boldt, " the image of the whole Universe. We are astonished to 
find in a hymn of so limited a compass a picture of heaven 
and earth drawn with a few masterly touches." (Kosmos : vol. 
II. pi 1.) 

Oerlach remarks ; ^ In its most express descriptions of out- 
ward nature, whilst revealing a delicate and profound apprecia- 
tion of natural beauty, the holy spirit of Scripture is never 
untrue to itself. The unsearchable Creator and Upholder of all 
is ever presented by it to the soul of the godly man as a loving, 
sympathising. Father ; whose care for the irrational creature 
should supply an argument for believing in His deeper solicitude 
for those who were made after His own image, and in the certainty 
of His Kingdom's finally triumphing over all enemies. In our 
Saviour's addresses, too, in the N. T., we see the most lively 
insight into Nature, the deepest feeling of its beauty, employed 
in the service of the holy and merciful God ; pointing men on- 
ward to His majesty and benignity in the kingdom of grace." 

There is manifestly a reference throughout the Psalm to Gen. 
i. 1— ii. 3. It opens with the formation of light, and concludes 
with a Sabbath-day meditation. 

1 ^YerCah;'^ including both the canopy and side-curtains : see 
Exod. xixvi. 8, 13. 

s The construction as in Gen. ii. 7. Exod. xxxvii. 23. xxxviii. 3. 
—At His bidding the winds and the lightning become a vehicle 

V 
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5 He founded the eaiih on its bases ; 
That it should never, never, totter. 

6 With the deep as a garment Thou ooveredst it^ 
The waters stood above the mountains. 

7 At Thy rebuke they fled. 

At Thy voice of thunder they hasted away. 

8 They* climbed up mountains, they ran down vallies, 
To the place that Thou hadst founded for them. 

9 Thou fixedst a boundary ; they cannot swell over ; 
They cannot return to cover the earth. 

10 He sends forth* springs into the ravines ; 
They course along between mountains. 

11 They give drink to every beast of the field, 
The wild-asses quench* their thirst. 

12 Over them dwell the birds of heaven, 

From among the branches they utter their note. 

13 He waters the mountains from His upp^>-stories ; 
The earth is satiated with the fruit of Thy works. 

for angelic life ; even as the dust of the earth beicame an orga- 
nization fit to he wielded by man's spirit. Hence it is said, not 
amiss, in a well-known lyric on the death of Sennacherib's host ; 
" The Angel of Death came down on the blast, 
^ And breathed in the face of the host as he passed." 
The outward framework might be a real, physical, simoom ; 
but it was animated by Angelic power and intelligence, 

' i^ ft the waters. This is evident, (1) from the preceding con- 
text : (2) from the construction, which can hardly be otherwise 
than in cvii. 26 : (3) from the reference in the next line to Gen. 
i. 9. — LXX. dva^asvovm o^, xarx^ouvoiKfs irsdio^ Mr, Keble has : 
"They burst the ridge over, They rush down the vale." 

• LXX. lgaflrotfr«XXwv. Vidg, Emittis. 

» LU, "break."— The « wild-ass" is specially mentioned be- 
cause living in the Ik99rt, 
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14 He causes grass to spring up for the oatde, 
And plants for man^s cultivation^ ; 
Bringing forth bread from the earth, 

15 Wine, too, that cheers the heart of feeble man, 
Brightening the face above oil ;' 

And bread that stays^ the heart of feeble man. 

16 The trees of the Lord' are satiated. 

The cedars of Lebanon, which He planted. 

17 Wherein the birds make nests ;'^ 

The stork" — ^her home is in the fir-trees. 

« ^avodah ; , lit, " labour" — ^as in v, 23. So Aben-Ezra and Kfan- 
chL Others ; "service :" (op. 1 Ohrcm. xxvi. 30.) The ft»mer 
sense is suppo^rted by the use of Woe? in Gen. ii. 16 apd iii £8. 

As to the adaptation thus alluded to, consider the following 
remarks : — " Geology seems to show that when man was -about 
to come on the scene, there are plants, tmhnovm hefarey vhich 
make their appearance to sustain his life and contribute to his 

enjoyment If he would earn a sustenance (xt enjoy the full 

blessings of life, he must cultivate the soil, and tend the plants, 
and care for the lower animals." (Dx- McCosh, On the Superna- 
tua-dt, p. 56.) Compare, also, Virgil's, * Mox et frumentis labor 
additus." (Oeorg, 1. 160.) 

7 The connexion between this and the preceding line is best 
illustrated by Prov. xv- 13. Others, (to give more clearly th» 
well-known triplet, "com, and wine, and oil,") render ; "and oil 
to make his face to shine :" — ^which, however, involves more than 
one grammatical difficulty. 

» Tiead: " sustains :"" props up :" preventing it from sinking. 

9 The forest trees, that flourish far from human cultivation, 
appear more especially left to God*s protection ; — ^whose praise, 
also, they seem more distinctly and worthily to utter. 

JO The constructive skill exhibited in the building of nests has 
often been referred to by writers on Natural Theology. **The 
same hand," it has been said, "that poised the earth in space, 
taught the bird to build its nest." 

11 Whose name denotes the singular ajeotion she bears to her 

V 2 



232 FSAUCB. [CIY 

18 The high momitaiiis are for the chamois^ 
The rocks are a reftige for the jerboas.^* 

19 He made the moon for fixed times, ^^ 
The sun knows his time of setting. 

20 Thou appointest darkness, and it is night ; 
Therein creeps forth every beast of the forest 

21 The young lions roar after prey, 
And go seeking their food from God. 

22 The sun arises ; they withdraw, 
And lay them down in their lairs. 

23 Man goes forth to his business, 
And to his labour until ev^ng. 

24 How manifold are Thy works, Lord ! 
With wisdom '* hast Thou made all of them, 
The earth is filled with Thy wealth. >« 

25 Yonder sea, so great and wide-strefcching,'*— 
Tkere are moving things innumerable, 

young. {Cha8%dah=:saja£iA s, pia avis.) It is said that when Delft 
in Holland was on fire, a stork made several efforts to carry off 
her young ones ; but, failing in the attempt, stayed behind with 
them and was burned. On the iwfs^sta of the stork, cp. Philoy 
i. ii. p. SSO. She— so pre-eminent for domestic love— has a honu 
prorided for her by God. 

u So providently is all creation arranged ! Each several class 
of creatures has its appropriate residence :— even the rugged 
crags on the tops of mountains have their denizens ; they give 
shelter to the chamois and the jerboa. 

i> u e. festivals. Cp. Ecdesiasticus xliiL 6^ 7. 

" See Prov> viii. 22—31. 

^^ Qmycmim; "possessions." LXX. rnc xrtgtug tfou; so too 
JEhffoki and Dfiitzsok; but the Vrdg, and J&r, have rightly, ''pos- 
sessione Tua." AH that is rich and fiEdr in the world is Hir 
We are but tenants; He is the pboprietob. 

M J5r«6r. « wide on both hands." 
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Living creatures^ both small and great. 

26 There travel the merchant-ships ; 

There is Leviathan, which Thou formedst to sport in it. 

27 AU of them look expectantly to Thee, 

That Thou mayest give them their meat in its season. 

28 Thou givest it to them ; they gather it : 

Thou openest Thy hand ; they are satiated with good. ^' 

29 Thou hidest Thy face ; they are troubled : 
Thou withdrawest their spirit ; they gasp, 
And return to their dust 

•30 Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit ; they are created : 
And Thou renewest the face of the ground.^* 

31 May the glory of the. Lord endure for ever ! 
May the Lobd rejoice in His works ! 

32 Who looks on the earth, and it trembles ; 
If He touch the mountains, they smoke. ^' 

33 I will sing to the Lord, while I live, 

I will give praise to my Gk)d, while I have any being. 

34 May my meditation be pleasant to Him ;*® 
I, truly, will rejoice in the Lord. 

35 Sinners shall be consumed from the «arth ; ' 
And as for the ungodly, they exist no longer.*' 
Bless the Lord, my soul. Hallelujah. 

*^ LXX. ;^^ij<rr oVjjrof. 

18 7i;. 29 and 30 are taken by some as referring to the Deluge. 

wOne glance from Him, and the solid ground rocks with 
earthquake, or a volcano breathes forth fire. Even the " terrible 
majesty" of God is, a source of consolation to those who can 
call ffim Father. (See App. I. § 10.) 

«o LXX. jjiuvSg/jj aur^ : and similarly all the ancient W. 

«i The one jarring string in this great concert, — ^the one dark 
spot that marred the beauty of this goodly picture, — shall exist 
no longer. Then the eternal Sabbath shall begin. 

V 3 
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PSALM CV. 

1 Oh thank^ the Lobd ; call upon His name ;' 
Publish among the nations His exploits. 

2 Sing ye to Him, give praise to Him, 
Meditate on all His wonders. 

3 Glory ye in His holy name ; 

Let their heart rejoice who seek the LoRi>r 

4 Inquire after the Lord and His strength, 
Seek His face perpetually. 

5 Remember His wonders, which He executed. 
His marvels and the judgments of His mouth* 

6 ye seed of Abraham, His servant. 
Ye sons of Jacob, His chosen ; 

7 He is the Lord, our God, 

His judgments are in all the earth. 

8 He remembers evermore His covenant. 

The word He ordained for a thousand generations, 

9 The agreement which He made with Abraham, 
And His oath to Isaac ; 

10 Which also He confirmed to Jacob for a statute, 
And to Israel for an everlasting covenant : 

11 Saying, " To thee will I give the land of Canaan 
" For your allotted heritage';" 

12 Whilst they were only a handful of men,* 
Of no moment, and but sojourners in it. 

13 And they went about from nation to nation. 
From one kingdom to another people. 

1 LXX. e^ofioXoyiT(^s. Vulg, and Jer, Confitemini. 
« In solemn acts of worship. Symm, xjj^utftfgrg. 
» Hebr, "(As) the line (or^ cord) of your heritage." See on 
xvi. 6. 
* Hdyr, " men of number." See Gen. xxxiv. 30. 



CV] PSALMS. 235 

14 He allowed no man to oppress them, 
And on their account reproved kings ; 

15 " Touch not My anointed ones, 
And do My prophets no harm." 

16 Then He called a famine over thejr land, 
He brake the whole staff of bread. 

17 He sent a man before them, 
Joseph was sold as a slave. 

18 They crushed his feet with fetters ; 
His soul entered the iron.* 

19 Till the time when his word was verified,^ 
The promise of the Lord tried him.* 

20 The king sent and released him. 

The raler of nations, and liberated him. 

21 He made him lord over his house, 
And ruler of all his possessions ; 

22 To bind' his princes at his pleasure. 
And to instruct his aged men. 

* Vuig, Christosmeos. 

« LXX. (ftdri^ov difi>^ev ^ -nJ/u;^?) aurov. This construction is 
demanded hj the grammar : (hmrsM being masc.) And so J&r, 
** In femim venit anima ejiis." But the VvXg, Ferrum pertransit 
animam ejus. — ^His soul "entered," whole and entire in its resolve 
to obey God, into the cruel torment. 

f Lit, " arrived," or " came true." (For * ho devao'p' see Deut. 
xviii. 22. Isai. xlii. 9.) This I take to refer, not so much to his 
predictions in prison coming true, as to the whole truth concern- 
ing him and his character being made clear. — So the Pr, Bk Vn, 
" when his cause was known." — " His word," or the true state- 
ment concerning him, stood for a long time aloof ; but at length 
it arrived, bringing its own evidence with it. 

* The promise of his future elevation (Gen. xlii 9.) was long 
deferred ; nay, seemed quite frustrated : — a severe ordeal for his 
faith to pass through ; but he came out of it like gold from the 
fining-pot, more pure and lustrous. ^ LXX. roD 'iraihiZaau 
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23 So Israel came into Egypt, 

And Jacob was a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

24 And He increased His peofde greatly. 

And made them stronger than their qnemies. 

25 Whose heart He turned*" to hate His people, 
To deal craftily with His servants. 

26 He sent Moses His servant, 
And Aaron whom He had chosen. 

27 They worked among* them His long list" of signs, 
And marvellous deeds in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and dark it grew ; 
And they rebelled not against His words." 

29 He turned their waters into blood. 
And killed their fish. 

30 Their land swarmed forth frogs 
In the chambers of their kings. 

31 He spake, and the dog-fly came. 
And gnats in all their coasts. 

32 For their rain-showers He sent hail, 
With flaming fire in their land. 

33 He smote their vines also and fig-trees. 
And shattered the trees of their borders. 

10 Viz. by His bounty to Israel ; which soured the proud and 
corrupt hearts of the Egyptians. " Interea tenendum est, radicem 
malitiee fuisse in ipsis ^gyptiis, ut culpa in Deum transcribi ne- 
queat. Dico sponte et irUriTtaecm mahs fuisse, non alieno impul- 
su coactos." (CalvirL) So Augustine in I 

11 JHvrey: cp. Ixv. 4. cxlv. 6. LXX. roug X6yo\j(; rm orifistjiiv 

18 Jer, Et non fuerunt increduli verbis ejus.— -The Egyptians 
gave up the struggle against Qod's commands, when the three 
days' darkness fell on them. Exod. xi. 24. (Xos'rhv avrnSTr^vai oux 
jj^unavro ; Chrysostom*) Cp. v. 38. 
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34 He spake, and the locust came. 

And caterpillar-locusts without number ; 

35 And ate every herb in their land, 
And ate the fruit of their ground. 

36 And He smote all tiie first-born in their land, 
The prime of all their strength. 

37 So He brought them forth with silver and gold, 
And among His tribes was none who stumbled. 

38 Egypt was glad at their departing, 
For their terror had fallen upon them. 

39 He spread out a cloud as an awning. 
And fire to light up the night ; 

40 They asked, and He brought quail. 

And He filled them with bread from heaven. 

41 He opened the rock and waters gushed out ; 
Hey ran along the wilds a river. 

42 For He remembered His holy word, 
And Abraham'* His servant. 

43 And He made His people go forth with gladness, 
His chosen ones with a shout of joy. 

44 And He gave them the lands of the heathen, 

And they took possession of the labours of the na- 
tions ; 

45 To the end they might keep Hi^ statutes, 
And observe His laws.** 

Hallelujah. 

J* Or: "which He uttered to Abraham." LXX. tqZ r^hg 
*Ap^adfA. So too the Chaldee. 

1^ The way in which they came into the occupation of Canaan 
placed them under the strongest obligation of obedience. Thej 
were clearly tenants only dum se bend gesserirU, 
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PSALM CVI.^ 

1 Hallelujah. 

Oh thank the Lobd^ for He is good^ 
For His mercy endures for ever.' 

2 Who can express the mighty diaeds of the Lord, 
Or make known all His praise ? 

3 Happy they who keep judgment, — 
He who does righteousness at all times. 

4 Remember me, Lobd, in the gracious welcome of 

Thy people ;* 
Oh visit me with Thy salvation. 

5 That I may look on the prosperity of Thy elect, 
May rejoice in Thy nation's joy ; 

May triumph with Thy inheritance, 

6 We have sinned with our fathers, 

We have dealt perversely, have done wickedly. 

7 Our fathers in Egypt considered not Thy wonders, 
They remembered not Thy plenteous merdes. 

And rebelled by the sea, on the brink of tiie Red 
Sea. 

8 Yet He saved them for His Name^s sake, 
To make known His power. 

A The preceding Psalm celebrated the benefits God had be- 
stowed on the people ; this is a confession of the people's in- 
gratitude. 

1 This liturgical formula is found in Jer. xxxiii. 11, 

* When Thou again bestowest thy gracious and benignant re- 
gard on Thy people. H^, "rato^n;"=s propitious acceptance. Cp, 
the use of " raUoK'* in Ixxxv. 1. — Jer, in repropitiatione. And 
similarly Delitzach ; " bei deines Volkes Begnadigung." 

ItaU6n is used, as here, in parallelism with yetMah in Isai. 
zlix. 8. 
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9 He rebuked the Bed Sea, and it dried up ; 
And He led them through the depths as across 
a wilderness.* 

10 And saved them from the hand of the malignant, 
And redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

11 The waters covered their adversaries ; 
Not one of them survived. 

12 Then they believed in His words, 
And sang His praise. 

13 They hasted and forgat His works. 
They waited not for His counsel ; 

14 But lusted vehemently* in the wilderness 
And tempted Gkxl in the desert. 

15 And He granted them their petition. 

And sent withering sickness' into their souL 

16 They envied Moses also in the camp, 
And Aaron, the Lord's holy one. 

17 The earth opened^ and swallowed Dathan, 
And covered the assembly of Abiram. 

18 Fire also blazed forth on their assembly ; 
The flame burnt up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf at Horeb, 
They worshipped a molten image ; 

20 And bartered away their glory* 

» Midhwr ; a broad expanse of poor dry land, suited for sheep- 
walks, (like our South-Downs, or Salisbmy-Plain). Cp. Isai. Ixiii. 
13. * Numbers xi 4. 

s ^ EazonP Isai. x. 16. "That affection which physicians name 
chxH&ra; '' says Hammond, LXX. ^X^oyu^ov^v ; as if they read 
ratsdn: (to which word, perhaps, a verbal contrast vras intended 
by the text.) See Numb. xi. 33, 34. 

8 Him, who had triumphed gloriously, and in whom all the 
children of Israel ought for ever to have gloried. 
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For the likeness of a grass-eating ox. 

21 They forgat God their Saviour, 
Who had done great things in Egypt ; 

22 Wonderful things in the land of Ham, 
Fearftd things by the Bed Sea. 

23 And He said He would cut them off; 

Only that Moses, His elect, stood in the breach' 

before Him, 
To turn away His wrath that He might not destroy. 

24 Moreover they despised the delightsome land, 
They trusted not in His word ; 

25 But mutinied in their tents, 

And hearkened not to the voice of the LoBD. 

26 Then He lifted up His hand^ to them. 
To overthrow them in the desert ; 

27 To overthrow their seed also among the heathen, 
And scatter them in the lands. 

28 They also joined themselves to Baal-Peor, 
And ate the sacrifices of the dead ;' 

29 And caused provocation by their doings, 
And a plague brake in upon them. 

30 Then Phinehas stood and executed judgment,^* 
And the plague was arrested. 



T Stopping the onset of His wrath by the shield of prayer. Cp. 
Ezek. xiii. 5, xxii. 30. 

« I. e. swore. Exod. vi. 8 Detit. xxxii. 40. 

9 Sacrifices offered to dead gods, not to the one linng 
God. 

w Lit. "decided the case." Jer, dijudicavit. Some : •* interpos- 
ed." — Since the quarrel was between God's holiness and man*s 
sin, the LXX. have rendered the word by If /Xacraro. 
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31 And it was reckoned to him for righteousness" 
Through all generations for ever. 

32 They caused indignation also at the waters of 

Meribah, 
And it went ill with Moses on their account : 

33 Because they embittered his spirit^ 
And he spake hastily with his lips. 

34 They did not cut off the nations 

Of whom the Lord had spoken to them. 

35 But mixed themselves up with the heathen^ 
And learnt their deeds* 

36 They served their idols, 

And these became a snare to them. 

37 They even sacrificed their sons, 
Their daughters also, to demons ;" 

38 And shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons 

and daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; 
And the land was polluted with blood-shed. 

39 And they were defiled by their own deeds, 
And were seduced^* by their own practices. 

40 So the Lord's anger kindled against His people, 
And He abhorred His own inheritance; 

41 And gave them into the hand of the heathen. 
And they who hated them had dominion over them. 

42 Their foemen oppressed them. 

And they bowed down beneath their hand. 

11 LXX. sXoyfa^n avrfi e/g dtxatotfvvfiv, 

M LXX. roTg daifiov/otg, Vvlg, deemoniis. Jer, dsBmonibus. See 
Deut. zxxii. 17. 

" H. "committed fornication ;"«:«. fell away from God's cove- 
nant, and apostatized. 

W 
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43 Many a time did He deliver them, 

But they went on rebelliously in their own counsel, 
And were, brought low by their own misdoing. 

44 Yet He looked on their affliction, 
When He heard their cry : 

45 And He remembered for them His covenant, 
And relented according to His plenteous mercies ; 

46 And granted them to find compassion'* 
From all who led them away captive. 

47 Save us, Lobd our Qod, and gather us from 

among the nations. 
To give thanks to Thy Holy Name, to triumph in 
Thy praise. 

48 Blessed be the Lobd God of Israel, 
From everlasting to everlasting : 
And let all the people say. Amen. 
HaUelujah.z- 

1* According to Solomon's prayer, 1 Kings viii. 50. 

z. The dose of the Fcmrth Book ;— which is predQminantly the 
Book of « The Captivity,'' as the Fifth is that of " The Beatorou- 
tion:' 



C^e JFitt^ iSoolt. 



PSALM CVIL^ 

1 " Oh thank the Lord, for He is good, 
" For His mercy endures for ever." 

2 Thus let the redeemed of the Lord* say, 

Whom He redeemed from the hand of the enemy ;* 

3 And gathered out of the lands. 

Prom the east and from the west, from the north 
and from the sea.' 

4 They wandered way-lost* in the wilderness, in the 

Desert, 
They found no city of habitation. 

5 Hungry and thirsty. 
Their soul fainted in them. 

A The Syriac Translator gives as the title of the Psalm : "God 
gathers the Jews out of captivity and restores them £rom Babylon ; 
the only-begotten Son of God also, Jesus Christ, gathers the na- 
tions from the four quarters by the call to baptism." 

1 Who had returned from the Babylonish Captivity. Cp. Isai. 
Ixii. 12, 

« « Tsarr Others : « affliction." {Zuther : " aus Noth." ) 

3 The Sea is contrasted with the North in IsaL xlix. 12 ; and 
refers, perhaps, to the Red Sea, — the road out of Egypt. 

* Lit, "They wandered in respect of way ;" — ^which in fact 
amounts to ; " they wandered having no way." The antithesis to 
this is foimd in v, *7 ; cp. Isai.' xliii. 19. — Jer. has : in deserta 
via : and E, F. " in a solitary way ; " — ^which grammar will scarce- 
ly allow of. For the construction, cp. iL 12. 

W 2 
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6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble ; 
— He delivered them out of their distresses ; 

7 And led them forth by a straight way, 
To go to a city of habitation. 

8 Oh let them thank the Lord for His mercy, 

And for His wondrous • deeds to the children of 
men. 

9 For He satisfied &e longing soul, 

And the hungry sotd He filled with good. 

10 Lo those who sat in darkness and the shadow of death, 

Bound in affliction and iron ! 
. 11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, 

And rejected the counsel of the Most High. 

12 So He made their heart stoop with sorrow ; 
They stumbled and there was none to help. 

13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble ; 
He saved them out of their distresses. 

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of 

death, 
And brake asunder their bands. 

15 Oh let them thank the Lord for His mercy, 
And for His wondrous deeds to the sons of men. 

16 For He brake in pieces the gates of brass. 
And hewed asunder the bars of iron.* 

17 Foolish men, because of their sinM way 

And because of their misdoings, were brought low. 

18 Their soul loathed all food. 

And they drew near to the gates of death. 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
^He saved them out of their distresses. 

B Isai. zlv. 2. 
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20 He sent His word« and healed them, 
And rescued them out of their grave-pits.' 

21 Oh let them thank the Lord for His mercy, 
And for His wondrous deeds to the sons of men ; 

22 And let them offer up sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
And recount His works with rejoicing. 

23 Those who go down the sea in ships. 

And carry on work upon the mighty waters ; 

24 These men have seen the works of the Lobd, 
And His wonders in the deep. 

25 He spoke, and made the stormy wind stand up, 
And it lifted on high His billows. 

26 They mounted up the sky, they went adown the 

depths ; 
Their soul in evil plight melted away. 

27 They reeled and staggered as a drunken man, 
And all their wisdom was exhausted. 

28 Then they cried to the Lobd in their trouble. 
And He brought them out of their distresses. 

29 He stilled the storm into gentleness,* 
And all those billows of theirs were quiet 

30 Then were they glad, because they were in calm, 
And He brought them to their longed-for haven.' 

31 Oh let them thank the Lord for His mercy, 

And for His wondrous deeds to the children of men. 

« LXX. rhv X&yov auroD. Cp. xxxiii. 6. cv. 19. cxlvii. X6, 18. 

' The pits in which they had been lying, hard by the gates 
of death : (v. 18.) LXX. dtaf^o^uv. The word occurs elsewhere 
only in Lam, iv. 20. 

8 demamah: Cp. 1 Kings, zix. 12. 

9 Lit. <<the hayen of their desire." Vvlg. in portum volunta- 
tis eorum. 

w 3 
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32 Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the 

people, 
And praise Him in the Court^® of the elders. 

33 He turns rivers into a wilderness/^ 

And springs of water into thirsty gromid : 

34 A fruitftd land into saltness/^ 

For the wickedness of them that dwell in it 

35 He turns the wilderness into a pool of water, 
And a dry land into springs of water." 

36 And there He settled the hungry. 
And they erected a city of habitation ; 

37 And sowed fields and planted vineyards, 
And produced fruits of increase. 

38 He blessed them and they multiplied greatly. 
And He suffered not their cattle to diminish. 

39 And again, they were diminished and bowed down 
Under oppression, calamity, and sorrow : 

40 ( Then ) pouring contempt upon princes, 

He made them wander amidst pathless desolation ;^^ 

10 Lit, " Seat ; " as we say, Bemh of Judges. 

11 Isaiah xliv. 26—27. 1. 2. 

IS Like the land around Sodom and Gomorrah : — Deat. xxiz. 
23. Cp. Jer. xvii. 6. Ezek. xlvii. 11. 

18 Isaiah xxxv. 7. idL 18. xliii. 20. 

1* A quotation from Job xiL 21, 24. Among illustrations sup- 
plied by History, take the following summary of the *Wars of the 
Eoses.' "Though this was a strife which lasted incessantly for 
thirty years ; though twelve great pitched battles were fought in 
it ; though eighty princes of the blood were slain ; it raged only 
on the surface of the land and the peaceful current beneath was 

free to run on as before Guilds, oonmiercial brotherhoods, and 

municipal safeguards silently arose to grow more hardy and to 
flourish : while, on the other hand, ancient baronies, all-powerful 
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41 But He lifted the poor out of affliction, 
And set them in families, as (folded) sheep. ^^ 

42 The upright see it and are glad, 
And all iniquity stops her mouth. 

43 Who is wise ? He will observe these things ; 
And such shall perceive the mercies of the Lord.'^*^ 

families, names that had overawed the crowu and overshadowed 
the people, sank ,in the conflict, never to rise again. The storm, 
that swept thfi hfty^ spa/red the low^ 

15 Job xxi. 11. 

w Cp. the conclusion of Hos. XIV. 



PSALM CVIIL 
A song. A Psalm of David. ^ 

1 My heart is fixed, Gk)d, 

I will sing and give praise, even with my noblest.' 

2 Awake, psaltery and harp, 

I wiU wake up by early dawn. 

3 I will thank Thee, Lord, among the peoples, 
And I will give praise to Thee among the nations. 

4 For Thy mercy is great above the heavens, 
And Thy truth reaches to the clouds. 

5 Be Thou exalted above the heavens, God, 
And Thy glory above aU the earth. 

6 That Thy beloved ones may be rescued, 
Save with Thy right hand and hear us. 

A Composed of portions of two other psalms, viz. Ivii. 7-11, 
and Ix. 6 — 12. Hence Mr. Scott infers ; " We may with great 
utility select passages from different psalms to assist our devo- 
tions, encourage our expectations, or enliven our gratitude." 

1 Hebr. " my glory." 
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7 God spake in His holiness: I will rejoice there- 

fore; 
I will portion out Shechem^ and mete out the Yale 
of Sucooth. 

8 Mine is Gilead^ mine Manasseh^ 

And Ephraim is the defence of my head ; 
Judah is my law-giver. 

9 Moab is my foot-bath, 
At Edom I cast my shoe^ 

Over Philistia will I shout aloud. 

10 Who then shall bring ipe into the fortress city? 
Who is it that has guided me as far as Edom ? 

11 Is it not Thou, God, — ^who didst reject us 
And wentest not forth, God, with our armies? 

12 Oh grant us help against trouble* ; 
All vain is the help of man. 

13 Through God we shall do valiantly, 

And He it is who shall tread down our foes. 

s Or ; "succour against the foe." Cp. on cviL 2. 



PSALM CIX.^ 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David. 

1 God of my praise,* keep not Thou silence : 

2 For they have opened upon me a wicked man's mouth, 

a mouth of deceit ; 
They have spoken against me with lying tongue. 

A For some remarks on this Psalm see App, V. 
1 Whom I have always praised ; and hope hereafter to praise : 
t>. 30, Cp. mi. 26. 
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3 And with words of hate have they Burrotmded 

me, 
And fought against me unprovoked. 

4 In return for my love they persecute me ; 
And I am all prayer.* 

5 And they laid evil upon me in return for good, 
And hate for my love.* 

6 Set Thou a wicked man in office over him, 
And let an adversary stand at his right hand. 

7 When he is judged, let him go forth guilty, 
And his prayer be accounted sin.* 

8 Let his days be few,^ 
His office let another take. 

9 Be his children orphans, 
And his wife a widow. 

10 Let his children wander abroad^ and ask (alms ;) 
And beg out of their ruined homes.*' 

11 Let the creditor seize all that belongs to him, 
And strangers plunder his labour. 

12 Let him have none to lengthen out mercy,* 
Nor any to take pity on his orphans^ 

« Hebr. " I am prayer." The Syriac adds ; " on their behalf." 
DelitZ9ch observes : "He commits his cause wholly to God ; for 
preces et lacrimce a/rma ecclesicB,^* 

» Acts X. 38, 39. Cp. Prov. rvii. 13. 

* Prov. xxviii. 9. "When Judas said * I have sinned,' Satan 
was ready with the reply, uttered by the mouth of his servants, 
* See thou to that.'" (Stier,) 5 Psahnliv. 23. 

« The word used in the sentence pronounced upon Cain, 
Gen. iv. 12. 

7 Compare : " Behold your house is left unto you desolate." 
St . Matt, xxiii. 38. 

^ Psalm zxzyi. 11. Nehem. ix. 30. 
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13 Let his residue' wane towards extinction ;*® 

In the next generation, let their name be blotted 
out" 

14 Let the guilt of his fathers be kept in memory before 

the LoBD, 
And his mother's sin not be blotted out. 

15 Let them be continually in the presence of the Lord, 
That He may cut oflp their memory from the earth." 

16 And that because he remembered not to show mercy; 
But persecuted the poor and needy man, 

Yea^ the heart-broken man, and that to death." 

17 He loved cursing ; and it came to him : 

He had no delight in blessing ; and it removed far 
from him. 

18 He clad himself with cursing as with his robe, 
And it entered within him like water, 

^ And like oil into his bones. 

9 ^^ acharitho ;" — all that remains of him or his labours. Jer, 
novissimum ejus ; (as at xxxvii 37, 38. Ixxiii. 17.) Vrdg, nati ejus. 
Hengst. " seine Zukunft. Del. " seine Nachkonmienschaft." Vaih. 
"sein Nachwuchs." 

10 Lit. "be for extinction." Vaih,"8ey geumhet der Vertil- 
gung. 

11 Deut. xxix. 19, 20. " Forty years after the murder of Messiah 
the desolation came." (Stier.) 

i« " The Jews have made this acrostic on the name Yeshu ; * yim- 
mahh shemo vezikhro ; ' a curse which must, according to this 
Psalm, hang around the neck of that wretched people itself.*' 
(Delitzsoh.) Op. Isai. Ixv. 15. "Ye shaU leave your name for a 
curse unto my 6hosen ; for the Lord God shall slay thee and 
call His people by another wxtwer 

1* "Crying out * Crucify him' against the man of sorrows, 
when Pilate introduced him to them with ^Ecce homo^^ (Stier.) 

How truly that generation called down a curse on itself even 
Josephus testifies, {Belt Jvd. v. 13. 6) ; "I feel, that if the Ro- 
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19 So be it to him as the garment he robes himself with, 
And as the girdle he continually girds himself with. 

20 This is the wages^* of my adversaries from the Lord, 
And of them that speak evil against my soul. 

21 And Thou, Lord God, take part with me'« for Thy 

name's sake ; 
For good is Thy mercy : — oh deliver me ! 

22 For I am poor and needy, 

And my heart is wounded within me. 

23 I pass away, like a shadow when it lengthens ;*^ 
I am driven away as a locust*' 

24 My knees are weak through fasting, 
And my flesh has shrunk into leanness.'^ 

25 And I — I am become their bye-word ; 
They see me, and shake their head.** 

26 Succour me, Lord my God ; 
Save me according to Thy mercy : 

27 That they may know this is Thy hand ; 
— 'Twas ThouJ Lord, who didst it.*** 

28 They may curse, but Thou wilt bless ; 

They have risen up, and are ashamed ; but Thy servant 
shall be glad. 

mans had delayed coming against these wretched men, the 
city must have been swallowed up by an earthquake, or drowned 
by a Deluge, or have shared the fate of Sodom : for it bore a 
generation more impious than those who suffered such things." 

14 PeuUah : — ^which they have laboriously ea/med, 

15 Hehr, **do with me ;" — side with me ; do all that is needful 
or good for me. Vvlg. fac mecum : which Bellarmine explains, 
"mecum operare, mihi te adjunge." VaihiTiger : " Steh du mir bei." 

i« As the lengthening shadow of evening disappears at sunset. 

17 Locusts disappear in a strong wind. 

18 Lit, "away from fatness." Others ; "for lack of oil." 

19 Ps. xxii. 7. «o Op. Acts iv. 28. 
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29 My adversaries shall be clothed with confusion, 
And be robed in their own shame as in a mantle. 

30 I wiU give great thanks to the LoM) with my mouth, 
And praise Him among the multitude ; 

31 Because He will stand at the right hand of the needy 

man, 
To save him fix)m them that would condemn his 

soul.** 

«i « The contrast between this and v. 6 is plain.— The adversa- 
ry stands at the right hand of the murderer, accusing him ; the 
Lord stands at the right hand of the Martyr to justify him. He 
who betrayed him into the hand of human judges is condemned ; 
the Betrayed is * taken from oppression and judgement' (Is. liii. 
8) by the Judge of judges, in order that (as we see in the next 
Psalm) he may sit at the right hand of the King of heaven.'' 
(Dditzsch) 



PSALM ex. 

A Psalm of David. 

1 The Lord said to my Lord ; " Sit Thou at my right 

hand/ 
Till I make Thy enemies a footstool for Thy feet." 

2 The Lord shall send forth from Zion* Thy mighty 

sceptre ;^ 
Rule Thou in the midst of Thy enemies.* 

1 The "suffering, needy, man" of cix. 31, who had God at his 
right hand, is now seen as Sovereign-Priest at the right hand of 

God. 
« « Prom Zion ; but whither ? — ^Its mission is unlimited." (Dd,) 
» See Jer. xlviii. 17, Ezek. xix. 11—14. (Hebr,) 
4 Such has been, and is, the character of Christ's mediatorial 

reign. His Kingdom is established "in the midst of enemies." 
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3 Thy people shall come self-devoted,*^ on Thy day 

of prowess, 
In garments of holiness ;• 
From the womb of the d^wn Thou hast the dew of 

Thy youth.' 

4 The Lord sware, — and He will not repent, — 

" Thou art a priest for ever after the style of Mel- 
chizedek."* 

His Church on earth must continue mUiiaTit to the end. '' Quan- 
tumlibet Ecclesia propagetur et crescat/* says BeUarmin, "sem- 
per erit in medio inimicorum." Hengst. quotes Luther as say- 
ing : " He gives us no other mark as to where Christ is to reign, 
and where we shall find His Church, but this ; — in the midst of 
His enemies." "Est quidem aspera hsec conditio," says Calvin, 
"sed quia Deo visum est, ut nos continue militift exerceat, Christi 
regnum circumdare hostibus, paremus nos ad tolerantiam et 
mansuetudinem." 

5 LU, "free-offerings." «7er. spontanei. (Cp.Rom. xii. 1.) Aben- 
Ezra takes it, as in Ixviii. 9 ; " like a copious shower." 

« In holy vestments as priests. (Cp. 2 Chron. xx. 21. Rev. xix. 
14.) They should thus be at once volunteer warriors, and priests ; 
meet for the service of Him who was Eang and Priest. 

Neander {Mem, of Chr. Life^ Ch. iv.) has remarked how closely 
these two sides of the Christian character are connected. The 
* milites Dei et Christi* can only Tnmntain their conflict with the 
world and sin by priestly self-consecration. " They carry on the 
holy war as priests." Conversely : they who are called to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices to the All-holy, must, in order to preserve their 
priestly pv/rity^ enter into conflict. 

7 Thy power, ever young, and fresh, as the dew ;— ^wwe and 
bright as the pearly dew ; — spreading its gentle and fructifying 
influences, like dew, far and wide ; — mtdtittidinous, too, as the dew- 
drops ; — ^is also like the dew in its origin; "from the womb of 
the early-morning ;" not from visible cloud, but sprung myste- 
riously from the clear bright heaven ; " as dew from the Lord. . . . 
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men." 
(Mic. V. 7. cp. Job xxxviii. 28.) 

«LXX. xara rctg/v. Both king and priest. Cp. Zech vi. 12: 
* He shall be a priest upon His throne'^ (And He shall finally 
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ft The Lord on Thy right hand. 

Has dashed down kings in the day of His wrath. 

6 He shall judge among the nations^ ^-^fbll is it of 

corpses ;'— ► 
He has dashed down their heads aoross the wide 
ear^.. 

7 He shall drink^ on his way, oB tbe torrent ;^® 
Therefore He shall lift up EQs head. 

raise Hb. sedeemed chil<ben to be ^ kiogs and priests onto 
God:**Rov>i.6,6.) 

^ TMs seems to be the only tenable rendering*: and so JSu«&^ 
Dditzsch, Vaifdnger^ and others have giVen it. A littie roggeduess 
in the sequence of the clauses is not out of keeping with tJie 
lyrical brevity of the Psajm ; and, at any rate, is a less diflftculty 
than is involved in the common rendering of " mMP 

1® Worn and thirsty from the battle, He is not left to faint (as 
S^iQfipn did, Judges zv. 18;) The cool mountain-torrent (the ^ri- 
ver of Gkxi's comforts," zxxvi. 8.) is at his way side. He drinks^, 
and'.pursues His uninterrupted career of victory. The 22nd ca- 
non of tbe Second Council of Orange, (Harvey's EocL AngU V. O,, 
t. ii. p. 595) says ; ^ Whatever of truth and righteousness man haes 
is from that fountain after which we ought to thirst in this 
desert, in order that, bedewed as it were by a few drops from it^ we 
may notfairvt in the way^ But, while we men are sustained by 
a few drops, the King of righteousness has a fiill torrent accom- 
panying Him throughout His progress. 



PSALM CXI. A 
1 Hallelujah. 
I will thank the Lord with my whole heart, 
Li the council of the upright and in the assembly. 

A This and the next form a pair :— >CXI setting forth the great- 
ness and mercy and righteousness of Gk)d ; CXII the reflexion of 
thesein the happiness, and beneficence, andrighteouoiess of €k)d's 
servants. (See 2 Cor. ix. 9«) 
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2 Great are the works of the Lcbid, 
Searched into^ by all that delight in them. 

3 Full of grandeur and majesty is His working. 
And His righteousness stands firm for ever. 

4 He has got Him a remembranoe for EOls wondrous 

deeds; 
Gracious and merciful is the Lobd. 

5 He has given rich viand to them that fear Him ; 
He will remember His covenant for ever. 

6 He made known the might of His *works to His 

people, 
Giving tliem the heritage of the heathen. 

7 The works of His hands are truth and judgment ; 
All His precepts are sure, 

8 Stedfast for ever and ever, 
Wrought in truth and uprightness. 

9. He sent redemption to His people ; 
He ordained His covenant for ever ; 
Holy and awftd is His name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the choicest* of wisdoni ; 
Sound discretion have all who do these lihings ; 
His praise' stands firm for ever. 

» " Derushim .•" — ^The same root as Mdchtua^ a College, or 
place of strtdy and research, 

« r^«AiYA.=" prime part ;" also "first fruits." In Prov. iv. 7, the 
word is rendered in E. V. " the principal thing." See also Ps. 
Ixxviii. 61. cv. 36w LXX. &^x^ ; which Chrys, explains in his com- 
mentary on this passage, as c^jyi), ^/^a, vflr^iif/^. Mr. Keble ; 
« The fear of God is wisdom's crown." 

* The praise of Him, whose love and power the Psalm has been 
celebrating. 



X 2 
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PSALM CXIL 

1 Hallelujah. 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

Who takes great delight in His commandments. 

2 Mighty on earth* shall be his seed, 

The generation of the upright shall be blessed. 

3 Plenty and riches shall be in his house, 
And his righteousness stands firm for ever.* 

4 To upright men light springs up amidst darkness ; — 
Gracious and merciful and righteous is he. 

5 Well is it with the man that shows mercy and lends; 
That administers his affairs with e(][uity.' 

6 For he shall never be shaken ; 

The righteous man shall be in everlasting remem- 
brance. 

7 He shall not be afraid at evil tidings ; 
His heart is settled, reposing on the Lord. 

8 His heart is stedfast, he shall not be afraid ; 
Till at length he look down on his enemies. 

9 He has dispersed, he has given to the poor ; 
His righteousness stands firm for ever ;* 
His horn shall be exalted with honour. 

10 The wicked shall see it, and grieve ; 
He shall grind his teeth and melt away : 
The desire of wicked men shall come to naught. 

1 The same phrase as is used of Nimrod in Gen. x. & — ^The 
great ones of earth have all along sought to build up empires by 
violence ; but in vain. The " fear of the Lord'* is the only stable 
foundation of power. 

« cxi. 3. — Cp. Isai. Iviii. 8. 
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PBALM CXIILa 

1 Hallelnjah. 

Praise, ye servants of the Lobb, 
Praise the name of the Lord. 

2 May the name of the Lord be blessed 
From henceforth even for ever, 

3 From the rising of the sun to its settix|g 
Praised be^ the name of the Lord. 

4 High above all nations is the LobD; 
And His glory above the heavens. 

5 Who is like to the Lord our God, 
Who sits enthroned 60 high, 

6 Who caats His looks so low 
Upon heaven and earth !^ 

7 Who raises the feeble from the dust.; 
From the dung-hill He exalts the needy ; 

8 To seat him with princes, 
With the princes of His people. 

9 Who makes her that was barren to sit in her home 
A joyfiil moflier of children.' 

Praise ye the Lord. 

A Paakas oxiiir^-oxviii are oommonlly called lilhe ^ HaUd,'* or 
Alleluja magnimi. It was sung at all ibe gOBotor Jewish feaste. 

*Or; *Worthy1»be pnased is,.." Vulff, laudttbHe. ^ in 
xlviii. X. 

* He wk0 «its enthvoned on Steraity oondesoendfi to stoop 
down and look at the things of A«0MreA a$td mrfk Ttxe Orif. 
Comm, (Corder.j IIL 286) Teiiierks : ^ OB'or in iwspeot of iQod all 
oveated ihrngs are low, whether in earth or iii heaveoL^' 

« Lit, " of the children ;" » of yonder okildi»&. ^TThe poet 
represents the fact to himself so energetically, that he points to 
the children with his finger." {DdUsach,) 

X 3 



258 PSALMS* [cxiv 

PSALM OXIV. 

1 When Israel went forth from Egypt, 

The house of Jacob from a people of strange speech'; 

2 Judah became His* sanctuary 
Israel His dominions*' 

3 The sea looked, and fled, 
Jordan turned backward. 

4 The mountains leaped like rams. 
The hills like young sheep> 

5 What ails thee, sea, that thou fleest ? 
Jordan, that thou tumest backward ? 

6 Ye mountains, that ye leap like rams ? 
Te hills, like young sheep ? 

7 At the presence of the Lobd tremble thou, Earth,* 
At the presence of Jacob's God ; 

8 Who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint into a fountain of water. 

» ** Zofe;" properly, ''stammering." Vulg, barbaro. Vaih, " vcwn 
welschem VolL" 

* i, e, God*s: cp. Pa. Ixxxvii 1. ''He who is always present 
to the mind of the godly does not require to be on evety oooa- 
sion expressly named.'' (Hmgtt,) 

s The passage through the Bed Sea wasthe birth of the Theo- 
cratic nation. 

^ The giving of the Lawy when Sinai and its neighbourhood 
were shaken by earthquake (Exod. ziz. 18), intervened be- 
tween the two miracles referred to in i^. 3. 

^ — and tremble all ye mighty dynasties, which, (like Babylon, 
at this time,), oppress God's chosen people. 
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PSALM CXV.A 

1 Not to us, Lord, not to us, 
But to Thy own name give glory,* 

For Thy mercy's sake, for Thy truth's sake. 

2 Why should the heathen say, 
" Where now is their God ?"» 

3 And* our Gk)d is in heaven ; 
Whatsoever He wills, He executes. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, 
The work of men's hands. 

5 They have a moiith, and speak not : 
They have eyes, and see not ; 

6 They have ears, and hear not. 
They have a nose, and. smell not : 

7 Their hands are there, yet they fed not ; 
Their feet, yet they walk not ; 

Nor can they make a moan^ with their throat. 

A In the LXX., Viilg., Syr., Arabic, and Etbiopic, united with 
the preceding Psalm. 

. 1 "0 Lord, glorify— not w ; no, not us ; but— glorify Thin© 
own Name, — ^in our deliverance" 

« Cp. Erasmus's prayer " For the Peace of the Church," (in Dr. 
T. Jackson's Works; vol. viii. p. 181.) " Miserere nostri, Redemptor 
noster, qui facillimd exoraris ; non quod nos misericordi& tu& dig- 
ni sumus ; sed banc gloriam nomini Tuo dato. Ne patiaris Ju- 
dsdos, Turcas, reliquosque, qui vel non noverunt Te vel glorise 
Tue invident^ perpetuo de nobis iriumphare, et dicere; 'Ubi 
Deus, ubi Bedemptor, ubi Servator, ubi Sponsus illorum est ? ' 
Haac contumeliosa verba et convitia in Te, Domine, redundant." 

« " And ;" i. e. and all this while, — ^however they may taunt 
us with our captivity, — ^He remains the same Unchangeable Being, 
doing all things after the coimsel of His perfect will. 

* Or "breathe a sigh." 
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8 As are they, so shall they who make them be, 
Yea, whosoever trusts in them. 

9 Israel, trust thou in the Lobd ; — 
" Their help and their shield is He." 

10 house of Aaron, trust ye in the Lobd :— 
. *-* Their help and their shield is He." 

11 Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord ; — 
^^ Their help and tiieir shield is H&" 

12 The Lord has remembered us ; He will bless ; 
He will bless the house of Israel ; 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He will bless them that fear the Lobd, 
The small along with tiie great 

14 The Lord add to you,*^ 
To you and your children. 

15 Blessed are ye of the Lokd, 
That made heaven and earth. ^ 

16 The heavens, the heavens (I say), are the Lord's ;' 
But the earth He has given to the children of men.* 

17 'Tis not for the dead to praise the Lord, 
Nor for all who go down into silence. 

18 But WE will bless the Lord, 
From henceforth and for ever. 
Hallelujah. 

« Deut. i. 11. « Gten. xiv» 19. 

7 Jer. CcBlum ccelomm Domino. 

s For mwtC% sake He made this fair world, Himsetf no way 
needing it : for the heaven of heavens is His. Let us, then, wllo 
now enjoy His bounty bless the Eternal Giver. 
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PSALM CXVL 

1 I am fall of love,^ because the Lord hears 
My voice, my cries for mercy. 

2 For He has inclined His ear to me, 
And I will make invocation all my days. 

3 The cords of death encircled me, 

The narrow straits* of Hades laid hold on me ; 
Anguish and woe did I find. 

4 And I called on the name of the Lord ; 
" I pray, Lord, deliver my soul." 

5 Gracious is the Lord and righteous ; 
Yea, our God is compassionate.* 

6 The Lord preserves the simple ; 

I was enfeebled, and He gave me health. 

7 Betum, my soul, to thy rest ;* 

For the Lord has recompensed thee.* 

8 For Thou hast rescued my soul firom death, 
My eye from tears, my foot from stumbling. 

1 Hebr, " I have loved :" (so in v, 2 eqra, and in r. 10 he- 
ermntiy are used <d>8olutely) Cp. the opening of the xviiith Psalm ; 
(observing that vv, 3, 4, clearly refer to the same Psalm.) 

LXX. ^yd6flr>;<ra. Vulg. dilexi. Cooceius says; "q. d., Amore 
plenus sum et quasi absorptus." VaiMnger ; " Ich bin vol! Liebe." 

« i^etear^y;— narrow passes, gorges, or defiles. The word oc- 
curs elsewhere only in oxviii. 6, and Lam. i. 3, (where E. F. has 
" Her persecutors overtook her between the straits") 

» LXX. rA v^flT/a. Those who are free from worldly artifice. 

Cp. 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 

4 Menuchim ; repose ; tranquilHty ; peacefdness. (Plural signi- 
fying condition or state ; as in Tueurim) 

» « And as it were said ; ' According to thy faith, be it unto 
thee.' '• {Scott) E, F. " dealt bountifully with thee." 
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9 I shall walk before the LojtD 
In the lands* of the living. 

10 I believed/ in that I (thus) spake^ ; — 
I certainly was deeply afflicted ; 

11 I even said in my haste,^ 

" AU that is man, deceives."*^ 

12 How shall I make a return to the Lord 
For all His bounteous deeds to me ? 

13 I will take the cup of deliverances," 
And call on the name of the Lord. 

14 My vows will I fulfil to the LoBD ; 
Openly be it, before all, His people. 

15 Precious in the sight of the Lobd 
Is the death of His saints. ^* 

16 Even so,^* Lord I for I am Thy servant ; 

I am Thy servant, the son of Thy handmaid; 
Thou hast unloosed my bonds. 

« artzoth : = the broad land. Vditzsch : " das weite unabsehbare 
Land der Lebendigen, oder das Lebens/' 

7 Or " I held firm my faith. " Isai. vii. 9. (quoted in note on 
xxxvii. 3. ) St. Paul refers to this as an eminent instance of faith 
dinging to its convictions amidst severe trials, (2 CJor. iv. 13-18.) 

8 His confident expression of hope was the effect of faith ;— - 
and a ^roo/ of it.— Whether i/h or on be used, is indifferent. 
Faith leads to utterance, and utterance to a recognition of faith's 
reality. 9 gee ^ote on xxxi. 23. 

J® Cozev : "plays false ;" " disappoints the hope ;" "cozens" 
such as trust it. Cp. note on iv. 2. 

11 The cup of thanksgiving for deliverances. 

IS Cp. Ixxii. 14. * Precious,' and not allowed lightly or without 
grave reasons. " In the Decian persecution Babylas, Bishop of 
Antioch, advanced cheerfully to death, singing these words." 
(J)eUtzsch.) 

i« This introduce the actual ft9,jeT of the worshipper. 



oxvi. cxvn. cxvin] psalms. 

17 To Thee will I sacrifice ihe sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call on the name of the Lord. 

18 My vows will I ftdfil to the Lord, 
Openly be it, before all His people ; 

19 Li the courts of the Lord's house, 
In the midst of Thee, Jerusalem ! 
Hallelujah. 



PSALM OXVILa 

1 Praise the Lord, all ye nations, 
Laud Him, all ye peoples. 

2 For mighty* is His mercy toward us ; 
And the truth of the Lord is everlasting. 
Hallelujah. 

A Short as this Psalm is, it has the honour of being quoted 
by St. Paul in testimony of the universality of the Church. 
(Rom. XV. 11.) 

1 *^Gavdr:^* cp. ciii. 11. LXX". Ix^aratoj^ri. VtUg, confirmata 
est. Jer, confortata est. (Cp. Rom. xv. 8 ; " to confirm the pro- 
mises of the fathers.") 



PSALM OXYIIL^ 

1 Oh thank the Lord for He is good ; 
" For His mercy endures for ever."* 

2 Oh let Israel now say ; 

" For His mercy endures for ever." 

A Probably composed for the opening of the second Temple ; 
Ezra vi. 15, 16. The Psahn seems to have been sung as the body 
of the worshippers moved in procession up to, and into, the Tem- 
ple. 1 See Ezra iii. 10. 11. 
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3 Let the house of Aaron now say, 

" For His mercy endures for ever." 

4 Let them who fear the Lord now say, 
" For His mercy endures for ever." 

5 Out of the narrow gorge I called on the Lord ; 
The Lord answered me on the open plain.* 

6 The Lord is on my side ; I will not fear ; 
What can man do unto me ? 

7 The Lord is on my side, among those who help me ; 
And I may look calmly on my foes. 

8 Better is it to trust in the Lord, 
Than to rely on man. 

9 Better to trust in the Lord 
Than to rely on princes.' 

10 All nations encompassed me ; 

Li the name of the Lord assuredly I shall destroy 
them. 

11 They encompassed me, yea, encompassed me ; 

Li the name of the Lord assuredly I shall destroy 
them. 

12 They encompassed me like bees ; 

They were extinguished as a thorn-fire ; 
Li the name of the Lord assuredly I shall destroy 
them. 

13 Fiercely didst thou thrust me that I might fall ; 
But the Lord helped me. 

* To which Divine power had transferred him. (Cp. note on 
cxvi. 3.) LXX. I^ijxoutfs ^s stg crXaruo/t^v. 

* " If we realize the condition of Israel on their return from 
captivity, — a small, feeble, ill-organized body confronted with a 
whole hostile world, — ^we shall see in these verses a heroism of 
faith that may well put us to the blush." (HengsL) 
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14 The Lord is mj strengih and mj song^ 
And He is become my salvation.* 

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents 

of the righteous. 
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 

16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted, 
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 

17 I shall not die, but live, 

And tell of the Lord's doings. 

18 Heavily did the Lord chastise me, 
But He gave me not over to death. 

19 Open me the gates of righteousness, 

I will enter by them ; I will thank the Lord. 

20 This gate belongs to the Lord, 
The righteous may enter by it 

21 I will thank Thee, because Thou heardest me 
And becamest my salvation. 

22 The stone the builders rejected 

Is become the main comer-sfcone.' 

23 This result is from the Lord ; 
It is wondrous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day the Lord made ; 
Let us exult and be glad in it. 

* Exod. XV. 2. 

' The Jewish nation, which had been cast aside as a worthless 
stone by the proud builders of Babel, is now set to be the main 
comer-stone of God's Universal Temple. (For a yet higher ful- 
filment, see St. Matt. xxi. 42.) The "" main comer-stone*' was, 
probably, that which supported the comer of the fiibric. Cp. 
Job. zxxviii. 6. Jerem^ K. 26. Zech. iv. 7 ; (which last is rightly 
•aid, in the heading of the chapter in the K Y., to refer to " the 
good soooess of 2S^uhbabers Foundation.") 

T 
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25 LoBDy send, we pray, salvation ;* 
Lord, send, we pray, prosperity. 

26 Blessed be lie that comes^ in the name of the Lord, 
We have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, and He has shoiie upon us ;* 
Bind the victim^ with cords 

Up to the horns of the altar. 

28 My God art Thou, and I will thank Thee, 
My God, and I will exalt Thee. 

29 Oh thank the Lord, for He is good, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

« ** Hosianna ;" cp. St. Matt. xxL 9. 

y Or, " who enters ;" as in w, 19, 20. 

> The Lord, who has taken us into covenant with Himself is 
indeed the mighty God ; and, after hiding His power from us 
awhile, He has now poured on us the light of His unveiled 
countenance. Vulg. illuxit. Jer. aj^aniit. 

» " Bhoff ;" — " the festival ;" used here and in Exod. xxiii. 18^ 
for ^ the festal sacrifice." 



PSALM CXIX.A 

A In each verse of the Psalm, except v. 122, reference is 
made to God's word, or law, or revealed will. The words em- 
ployed are : — 

ToRAH ; Law. The whole body of practical teaching ; the 
code of duty. LXX. 'Sofiog, 

Edvoth ; Admonitions. Urged with solemn protestation ; (cp. 
Deut. xxxL 28. xxxii. 46.)— Ma^ri^/o. 

DUrakhih ; Ways. Definibe lines of conduct. 'Odo/. 

PiQQUDiM ; Precepts. Entrusted, or deposited,, as a charge. 
EvroXa/, 
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Hhuqqim ; Statutes. Fonnal enactments, decreed with legu- 
UUorial sanctions. AiJca/oj/Mara. 

Mrrs voTH^ ; Commandments . Directions issued with paternal 
authority. .*' EvroXa/. 

MiSHPATiM ; Judgements. Judicial decisions or sentences* 
' K^tfiara, 

Dayajbl ; Word. The expression of God's Will generally. 
A6yog, 

Imrah ; Promise. Communicated orallt/. A6yiov. 

Emxtnah; Faithfulness. The constancy of Qod'aL&w. 'AX^^s/a. 
CAlepLJ ^ 

1 Happy they who are upright' in way, 
Who walk in the law of the Lord. 

2 Happy they who keep^ His testimonies, 
And seek Him with the whole heart 

3 Assuredly they do no iniquity ; 
They walk in His ways. 

4 Thou hast ordained Thy precepts 
For our diligent observance. 

5 Oh that my ways were fixed 
To observe Thy statutes. 

6 Then shall I not be ashamed, 

While I look towards all Thy commandmenta. 

7 I shall praise Thee with sincerity of heart, 
When I learn Thy righteous judgements, 

8 I will observe Thy statutes ; 
Oh forsake me not very far.* 

^ The blessedness of walking according to Qod's law. ' 

* Temimitf ;" whole, entire, sound, perfect ; free from fault 
flaw, or stain ; irreproachable. V^iUg. immaculati. See also on 
xviii 30. (cp. Gen. xvii. 1.) 

* ** notseriif ;'* LXX. i^e^Buvuvreg, Vulg. scrutantur. 

» ** 'oc? meorf;" lit : " up to very much." = Leave me not so that 
I should fall into extremity. LXX. i a»; (f^odf a. Reinke : gar su 
sehr, Cp. v. 43. 

Y2 
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(Beth.) B 

9 Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his path? 
By being observant* according to Thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought Thee, 
Let me not wander' from Thy commandments. 

11 In my heart have I stored Thy promise. 
That I may not sin against Thee. 

12 Blessed art Thou, Lord ; 
Teach me Thy statutes. 

13 With my lips have I recounted 
All the judgements of Thy mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of Thy admonitions 
As over boundless wealth.* 

15 I will meditate in Thy precepts, 
And look towards Thy paths. 

16 I will delight myself in Thy statutes ; 
I will not forget Thy word. 

^ The young guarded from sin by Qod's word. 
4 Keeping himself watchful and attentive. 
s LXX. fitii avuittvi fL%. 

* 2?«6r. "As over the whole of wealth." Others : " As fte- 
ycnd aU wealth :" » more than in, 

(GimelJ 

17 Deal bounteously^ with Thy servant, that I may live; 
So shall I observe Thy word. 

18 Open^ my eyes, that I may behold 
Wondrous things out of Thy law. 

o Adherence to God's word, amidst the contempt of the 
proud. 

c LXX. dyraTodog. 

7 Or ; " uncover ;" — ^remove the veil from them. LXX. d««- 
x&kxf^w. The law itself was known to him ; but not all its in- 
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19 A sojournei* am I on earth ; 

Hide not Thy commandments from m^. 

20 My soul is ofnshed mth. longing 
For Thy judgementis at all times. 

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud, the acctfrsed ones,' 
That g6 asfef ay from Thy commandments, 

22 Roll away fixHn me*® !feproach and contempt ; 
For I have kept Thy admonitions. 

23 Princes also sate, and talked against ih6 ; 
Thy servant meditates in Thy statutes. 

24 Thy admonitions also are my delight, 
My trusted counsellors. ^^ 

tenor meaning and depth. Mr. Jelbb observes \ *fe does not say, 
* that I may behold Thy law ';' that he had always before Him ; 

he fefers to the perception of its more hidden principles, its 

Wonderful ends, those views of Providence and grace which re- 
quire spiritual discernment. (Cp. v, 34.) The stars of heaven 
are obvious to all ; not so the principles of Astronomy or those 
wonderful acenes which the teldsfcbpe discovers." (Psalnu : vol. II. 
p. 281.) 

• LXX.^^(£fo/Jco^« :— ond who is sojourning in a foreign land. 
C!p. V, 64. Gen. xlvii. 9. 

• Deut* atxvii. 2ft. lO Jd6h. V. 1 
" Lit, "men of my counBel :''-^whom I consult in every diffi- 
culty. Jer, quasi viri amkussiini mei- 

(DaMh.) J> 

25 My soul cleaves to the dust ; 
Revive me according to Thy word. 

26 I recounted my ways, and Thou answeredst me ; 
Teach me Thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of Thy precepts, 
And I will meditate on Thy wondrous deeds. 

^ Desire for the comfort of Qod's word amidst i»^ w^i^, 

T 3 
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28 My soul melts away'* from sorrow ;'■ 
Raise me up acoording to Thy promise. 

29 Remove far from me the way of falsehood, 
And grant me graciously Thy law.'* 

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness, 
Thy judgements have I laid (before me. ) 

31 I have cleaved*^ to Thy admonitions ; 
Lord, put me not to shame. 

32 I will run the way of Thy commandments, 
Because Thou enlargest my heart 

w Lit, "drops." Jer. distillavit. In Job. xvi. 20 it is, "weeps." 

18 "Weariness," "despondency." 

1* Jer, legem Tuam dona mihi. 

15 This ellipsis is supplied in zvi. 7. 

1^ The same word as in v. 25. My sorrowing affections cleave 
to the ground, and will not rise ; but my sanctified will deaves to 
Thy admonitions, and will not be parted from them. 

{He.) S 

33 Direct me, Lord, in the way of Thy statutes, 
And I will keep it to the uttermost. '' 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Thy law, 
And observe it with my whole heart 

35 Lead me in the track of Thy commandments^ 
For in it do I delight. 

36 Licline my heart to Thy admonitions. 
And not to gain. 

37 Turn away my eyes from beholding vanity ; 
Revive me in Thy way. 

B Prayer for Divine teaching to strengthen his good re* 
solves. 

w Or; "to the end." So the Chaldee, here and in ». Hi 
LXX. dtasravrhc Dd, " bis au& Letzte." 
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38 Confirm to Thy servant that promise of Thine, 
Which (is attached) to the fear of Thee.^** 

39 Turn away my reproach which I am in dread of, 
For Thy judgements are good. 

40 Behold I have longed after Thy precepts, 
Eevive me in Thy righteousness. 

" Cp. XXV. 12.cxii. 1. cxxviii. 1. Prov. xxviii. 14 Others, (com- 
paring Pa cxxx. 4) ; « which tends to the fear of Thee." 

{Vau.) V 

41 Let Thy mercies also visit me, Lord, 
Thy salvation, according to Thy promise. 

42 So shall I have somewhat to answer my reproaoher, 
Because I have trusted in Thy word. 

43 And remove not the word of truth very far^* from 

my mouth. 
For I have waited for Thy judgements. 

44 So will I observe Thy law perpetually. 
For ever and ever. 

45 And I shall walk in a wide place. 
Because I have studied Thy precepts. 

46 I will also speak of Thy admonitions before kings, 
And not be ashamed. 

47 And I will delight myself in Thy commandments, 
Which I have loved. 

48 And I will lift up my hands«<> to Thy commandments 

which I have loved. 
And will meditate in Thy statutes. 

^ He loves God's word, and trusts it ; and would fain see its 
aooomplishment, that he might delight in it. 

w ***ad meod," v. 8.— The « word of truth in his mouth" refers 
to his ability to speak of God's truth as manifested in his own 
experience. 

M In earnest, prayerful, longing, xxviii. 2. Ixiii. 6. 
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(Zain.) Z ' 

49 Remember Thy word to Thy servant ; 
Seeing that Thou hast given me hope. 

50 This is my comfort in my affliction ; 
For Thy promise revived me, 

51 Proud men held me exceedingly in derision ; 
From Hy law I declined not 

52 I remembered Thy everlasting judgements, Lord, 
And was consoled. 

53 Horror*' lias seized me, because of the wicked, 
Who forsake Thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs 
In the house of my sojoumings. 

55 By night I remembered Thy name, Lobd, 
And observed Thy law. 

56 Thus much has been mine,'' 
Because I kepi Thy precepts. 

' Amidst an ungodly world, God's law hadcomforted him. 

«i LXX. a^uAfc/a (=« deep dejection.") Vvlg. defectio. J«r. 
horror. On the force of ** giCaphak,^ see Appendix I. §. 11. 

«« Whatever else he had been without, this one highest and ^ 
best possession had been granted him. 

{Hheth.) ^ 

57 <* The LoRl> is my portion f^ (this) have I said. 
Intent on observing Thy words. 

58 I intreated Thy fevour with my whole heart ; 
Be gracious to me acc<Mrding to Thy promise. 

59 I thought on my ways, 

And turned my feet to Tliy admonitions. 

Bk He has chosen Qo^a law for his portion. 
» Lam. iiL £4. 
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60 I made haste^ and lost no time,*^ 
To observe Thy commandments. 

61 The snares of wicked men enfolded me ; 
Thy law I did not forget. 

62 At midnight I rise to thank Thee, 
Because of thy righteous judgments. 

63 I am a companion of all who fear Thee, 
And of them that observe Thy precepts. 

64 The earth, Lord, is full of thy mercy ; 
Teach me Thy statutes.** 

M "Not consulting with flesh and blood ; GaL i. 16." ( VaUi,) 
*> For the statutes of One whose beneficenoe covers the world 
must be good. 

(Teth) T 

65 Thou hast dealt kindly with Thy servant, 

Lord, according to Thy word. 

66 Train me in sound judgement*^ and knowledge, 
For I have trusted in Thy commandments. 

67 Before I was afflicted, I went astray, 
But now have I heeded Thy promise. '^ 

68 Good art Thou, and doest good ; 
Teach me Thy statutes. 

69 Proud men have patched up a lie against me ; 

1 will keep Thy precepts with my whole heart. 

70 Gross as fat is their heart ; 

As for me, I delight in Thy law. 

^ The benefit of affiction in bringing men closer to God's 
precepts. 

« Or; "right discernment ;" <*good sense." Heinke : gute 
Einsicht. 

ST « Such was the efBrat of the Babylonish captivity on the peo- 
ple at large," (Qm-Jml^) 
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71 Oood for me is it that I waft af&icted. 
To the intent I might learn Thy statutes. 

72 Better to me is the law of Thy mouth 
Than thousands of gold and silver. 

CYod) y 

73 Thy hands made me and fashioned me ; 

Give me understanding, that I may learn Thy com- 
mandments. 

74 They that fear Thee shall see me and be glad ; 
Because I have waited for Thy word. 

75 I know, Lord, that Thy judgements are just** 
And that in faithfulness Thou afflictedst me.*' 

76 Oh let Thy mercy come to console me, 
According to Thy promise to Thy servant. 

77 Let Thy compassions visit me that I may live, 
For Thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the proud be ashamed, for with lies they subvert 

me; 
I will meditate on Thy precepts. 

79 Let those who fear Thee be turned unto me,'^ 
And those who regard Thy admonitions. 

80 Oh let my heart be sound in Thy statutes, 
That I be not ashamed. 

Y Adherence to God's law a bond of union to the pioua. 
*8 H. "justice." 

f 9 — ^meaning thereby to accomplish Thy gracious promises. 
^^ And join themselves to me. Cp. Prov, ix. 4. 

(KaphJ K 

81 My soul pines for Thy salvation ; 
For Thy word have 1 waited. 

< The intensity of his longing for the fulfilment of the Di^ 
vine word. 
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82 Mine eyes pine for Thy promise, 
Saying, " When wilt Thou comfort me ?" 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke,'' 
Yet have I not forgot Thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of Thy servant?** 

When wilt Thoa execute judgement on my persecu- 
tors? 

85 Proud men have digged pitfalls for me, 
Which are not according to Thy law.** 

86 All Thy commandments are faithfulness : 
They persecute me wrongfully ; oh help me.** 

87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, 
But I forsook not Thy precepts 

88 According to Thy mercy revive me,*' 

So will I observe the admonition of Thy mouth. 

»> Mr.Kebh: "As wine-skin in the smoke, My heart is sew 
and dried." The LXX. have iv ira^vfy — shrivelled up as with 
frost. 

s< Are they so many as to admit of delay in the manifestation 
of Thy righteous judgment ? 

u Jer, foveas, quae non erant juxta legem Tuam. 

^* ** The Bible does not fall in with the low view held by many 
Christians, who think that every suffering implies some fault in 
the sufferer." ( Vatk.) 

is Or; "keep me in life." 

(Larned) ^ 

89 For ever, Lord, 

Thy word is established in heaven.** 

90 To all generations is Thy faithfulness, 
Thou fixedst the earth, and it stood, 

^ Qod's law eternal, unchangeable, limitless in perfection. 
M Not less fixed and immutable (is the inference,) shall Thy 
revealed promises be. Cp. Jer. zxzi 35-37. zzziiL 19-21. See 
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91 To this day they stand awaiting Thy commands ; 
For all of them are Thy servants.*' 

92 Unless Thy law had been my delight, 

I should then have perished in my affliction. 

93 Never will I forget Thy precepts, 
For by them Thou hast revived me. 

94 I am Thine ; oh save me ; 

For I have studied Thy precepts. 

95 The wicked have looked out for me to destroy me ; 
I think on Thy admonitions. 

96 To all perfection'^ I have seen a limit : 
Thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

this well brought out in a Sermon by Dr, Chahnen, headed ; 
*^The Constancy of God in His works an argument for the 
fidthfulness of God in His word." 

IT « From the ministering of the Archangel to the labour of 
the insect, — ^from the poising of the planets to the gravitation of 
a grain of dust, — the power and glory of all creatures, and all 
matter, consist in their obedience, not in their freedom." (M^ . 
Rnskin : The two Pathe, L. 5.) Cp. Ps. cxlvii. 6, 8. 

*9 The highest creaturely perfection — how narrow are its 
limits, how unable to satisfy the as^Hrations of man's soul ! 
But not so the love of God : — ^that is inexhaustible. 

(Mem) ^ 

97 How have I loved Thy law ! 

All the day long it is my meditation. 

98 Thy conmiandments make me wiser'^ than my ene- 

mies; 
Because that (treasure) is mine for ever. 

99 I have more discernment than all my teachers, 
Because Thy admonitions are my nseditation. 

^ €k>d's word the fountain of true and sweetest wisdom. 
» ** TefMqqemiwU* A fern. sing, of the verl^- Inrith a plural 
noun gives a coQecHve idea to the noun* 
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100 I have more understanding than the aged. 
Because I have kept Thy precepts, 

101 I have refrained my feet from every track of evil, 
That I might observe Thy word. 

102 I departed not from Thy judgements, 
For Thou directedst me. 

103 How sweet to my palate are Thy promises. 
More than honey to my mouth. 

104 By Thy precepts I get understanding, 
Therefore I hate every track of falsehood. 

(Nun) ^ 

105 Thy word is a lamp to my feet 
And light*® to my path. 

106 I swore and firmly resolved 

To observe Thy righteous judgements. 

107 I am afficted exceedingly ; 

Bevive me, Lord, according to Thy word. 

108 Accept, I pray, the free-will offerings of my mouth, 

Lord, 
And teach me Thy judgements. 

109 My soul is continually in my hand, 
Yet do I not forget Thy law. 

110 The wicked laid a snare for me, 

Yet I swerved not from Thy precepts. 

111 Thy admonitions have 1 taken as my etenial inheri- 

tance. 
For they are the joy of my heart. 

112 1 iave inclined my heart to perform Thy statutes. 
For ever, to the uttermost. 

^ Qod's word gives light and joy amidst peril 
M Sun-light His lamp by night ; his sun by day. Cp. Prov. 
vi23. 
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(Sameeh) S 

113 Sceptical thoughts I hate,** 
But Thy law do I love. 

114 Thou art my shelter and shield ; 
For Thy word do I wait 

115 Depart from me, ye evil-doers, 

That I may keep the commandments of my Ccod. 

116 Uphold TOe ficcordipg to Thy promise that I may 

live, 
And let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

117 Support me, and I shall he ^afe, 

And shall have respect to Thy statutes continually^ 

118 Thou hurlest away all who »ti'»7 from Thy sta^ 

tutes, 
For their subtle policy is but a lie.** 

119 Thou bast put away all earth's wickecj on^s 9fi 

drosa,** 
Therefore I love Thy testimonies, 
180 My flesh quakes for fear of Thee, 

And I stand in ^we of Thy judgements, 

* Fearful is it to (Jepj^rt from God's law through i^nbelief. 

41 ^ Siaphim /"— divicled or distracted thoughts and specula^ 
tipns ; that branch out intq endless subtleties. Calvin : Cogita- 
tiones obliquas. E. V. ** Vain thoughts," Many comnaentatow ; 
"Wiiverers." Luther: « Fl^kitergeister." Mr. Ktbk : "tFnsta- 
bl^ be^rts, of wavering choice." (?Wer (in Foli Syn.) says ; " Ex- 
pensjs Qu^nibus, apparet designar} speculationes perv^njas, sub- 
tilitates argutas, heterodidaskalias ^pxia^, sinpipliQitati yeritatis 
revelatsa quomoflocunque incommodantes." 

« Based on untruth, and ending in disappointment. Cp. Job 
XV. 31. Symm. fiaraia yAf *S(ra ^ ^oX/oVjjc alrm. 

« Jer, quasi s<joriam, Cp. Ezek. xxii. I8«a0. For awhile the 
pure ore and the 4rqss are mixed up tpgethw^ ;bui Iq the p»o- 
uess of refining the dross is thrown off as scoria, 
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(Ain) ^ 

121 I have executed judgement and justice ; 
Never wilt Thou leave me to mine oppressors. 

122 Stand surety for Thy servant's welfare ;** 
Let not proud men oppress me. 

123 Mine eyes pine away for Thy salvation, 
And for the promise of Thy righteousness.*' 

124 Deal w^ith Thy servant according to Thy mercy, 
And teach me Thy statutes. 

125 I am Thy servant ;*• give me understanding, 
That I may know Thy admonitions, 

126 It is time for the Lord to act :*' 
For they have broken Thy law. 

127 Therefore** have I loved Thy commandments 
Above gold, yea, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore all Thy precepts concerning all things 

I approve ; 
Every track of falsehood I hate. 

^ Help and strengthen Thy loyal servant, O LoBD I 

•** Lit: "Stand surety to Thy servant for good." (The same 
word as that used by Hezekiah, Isai. xxxviii. 14) Vtilg» suscipe. 
Jer, sponde. 

« Or ; « Thy righteous promise ;"— the promise, the fulfilment 
of which is guaranteed by God's righteousness. 

♦« — and have a claim on my Lord's help. 

*7 LXX. xai^hg roC To/jjtfa/ r^ Kv^i(fi» 

*8 /. e., because the times are so evil ; because iniquity 
abounds. Mr. Keble : " The dearer for their rage Thy words I 
love." 

129 Wonderfiil are Tliy admonitions. 
Therefore has my soul kept them. 

^ Light and comfort attend those who keep God's word. 

z2 



280 PSALMS. [czix 

130 The unfolding*' of Thy words gives light, 
It gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I opened mj mouth and panted,^ 

For I longed after Thy commandments. . 

132 Look on me, and be gracious to me, 

As (Thy) rule" is towards those who love Thy 
name. 

133 Establish my steps by Thy promise, 
And let no wickedness lord it over me. 

134 Redeem me from the oppression of man. 
And I will observe Thy precepts. 

135 Make Thy face to shine on Thy servant^ 
And teach me Thy statutes. 

136 My eyes run down in streams of water** 
Becatise men observe not Thy law. 

*• Lit. "the opening up." The LXX. have a^Xwd*/;, —the word 
by which they translate Urim : (see on zliiL 3.) 

'0 In his earnest pursuit after Qod's conunaodinentfl^ he would 
not rest; but toiled on " panting." 

51 Lit "According to judgement ;" = as is the privilege 
assigned by Thy righteous sentence ; namely, gracious accep- 
tance to them who truly love Thee. Cp. "God is rwt unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of hvey which ye have showed 
far His name's sake." (Hebr. vi. 10.) 

5« Cp. Jer. ix. 1*7. Phil iii. 18. 

(Tsade) S 

137 Righteous art Thou, Lord, 

And upright each of Thy judgements.'* 

s God's Revelation righteous and pure and true. 

5s Hengst, " And upright in Thy judgements ;"— which is 
favoured by Deut. xxxii. 4. 

Bp, Home refers to that touching incident in the last hours 
of the emperor Maurice, when, as his five sons were successively 
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138 In joalice hast Thoa ordained Thy admonitions 
And in exceeding faithfulness. 

139 Mj zeal hath consumed me, 

Because mj enemies have forgotten Thy words. 

140 Thy promise is well refined ,^^ 
And Thy servant loves it. 

141 I am young** and little-esteemed, 
But I forget not Thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness is justice everlasting. 
And Thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and anguish have reached me ; 
Thy commandments are my delight 

144 The justice of Thy admonitions is everlasting^ 
Give me understanding and I shall live. 

murdered before him, the agonized parent fomid strength after 
each stroke to say : " Thou art just, Lord, and Thy judgements 
are righteous." Oee Gibbon, voL iv. p. 298.) 

54 or, " tried," as metals by fire. 

*5 V%blg. adolesoentulus. Jer. parvulus. 

(Koph.) « 

145 I cried with my whole heart ; answer me, Lord ! 
I will keep Thy statutes. 

146 I cried imto Thee ; oh save me, 
And I shall observe Thy admonitions. 

147 I made haste by morning-dusk, and cried aloud ; 
I waited for Thy words. 

i48 My eyes made more haste than the night-watches, 
That I might meditate on Thy promise. 

149 Hear my voice according to Thy mercy, 

Lord, revive me according to Thy judgement. 

Q Earnest prayer for the grace of fedthfulness. 

z 3 
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150 They draw near tiiat piunra» after miaduef ; 
Far have they gene from Thy law. 

151 Thou art near, Lo%i>, 

And all Thy oommandmentB are tnxih. 

152 Long ago have I known from Thy admonitiona, 
That Thou hast grounded tiiem for erer. 



(Resh) 



R 



153 Behold my affliction and rescue me, 
For I do not forget Thy commandments. 

154 Plead Thou my cause and deliver me, 
Revive me according to Thy promise. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked. 
Because ihey study not Thy statutes. 

156 Thy compasflioiia ore many, Lord^ 
Revive me according to Thy judgements. 

157 Many are they who persecute and oppose me : 
I have not swerved from Thy admonitions. 

158 I beheld the revolters'^ and was grieved,*' 
Because they heeded not Thy promise. 

159 See how I have Io\^ed Thy precepts ; 

Lord, revive me according to Thy mercy. 

160 The sum of Thy word is truth, 

And everlasting are all Thy righteous judgements. 

R Oh that divine mercy would revive the true-hearted love 
which affliction is overwhelming. 

»« Those who dealt insincerely and treach&toudy with Divine 
truth :— whether actually apostatizing or not Mr. Kebte ; ** The 
recreants.'' 

'7 Jer, msdrebam. — ^As Jesus, looking round on the Pharisees, 
was ^grievki for tixe hardsnas of their hearts." St. Mark iiL 5. 
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{Shin) ^ 

161 Princes have perseofoted me without a cause, 
But my heart stands in awe of Thy woird. 

162 I rejoice ovex Thy promise, 
As one that finds much spoiL 

163 Falsehood I hate and abhor ; 
Thy law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day I praise Thee 
Because of Thy righteous judgements* 

165 Great peace have they who love Thy law ; 
And they find no cause of stumbling.** 

166 I have hoped for Thy salvation, LoRp, 
And have executed Thy commandments. 

167 My soul has observed Thy admonitions, 
And I have loved them exceedingly, 

168 I have observed Thy precepts and admonition, 
For all my ways are before Thee, 

* Holy fear and love issue in peace and joy. 
58 Their path is dear ; free from the perils that beset the 
waverer and the sceptic. LXX. oix Urtv avroTg (fKavdaXov. 
Cp. 1 John ii. 10. Mr. Keble : "No stone of stumbling where ther 
go.'' 

{Tau) T 

169 Let my cry draw near before Thee, O Lobd, 

' Give me understanding according to Thy word. 

170 Let my supplication come before Thee ; 
According to Thy promise rescue me. 

171 Let my lips pour forth praise, 
Because Thou teachest me Thy statutes. 

^ CMi comfort one, who, in all his wanderings, has never for- 
gotten Thy commands. 
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172 Let my tongue respond to'* Thy promise, 
For all Thy commandments are righteonsness. 

173 Let Thy hand be ready to help me. 
For I have chosen Thy precepts. 

174 I have longed for Thy salvation, Lord, 
And Thy law is my delight. 

175 Let my sonl live that it may praise Thee, 
And let Thy judgements help me. 

176 I have strayed like a lost sheep :^ oh seek Thy 

servant ; 
For I do not forget Thy commandments. 

», LXX. f>^iy^atTo, Cp. cxlvii. 7. 

•0 Beady to perish in the wilderness, — so far from his true 
home ; — jet not forgetting God's commands, even when he saw 
no way to fiilfil them : — and evermore longing to hear the Qood 
Shepherd's voioe. 



PSALM CXX. 
A Song of Ascents.^ 

1 To the Lord, when I was in trouble, 
I cried ; and He heard me. 

2 " Lord, deliver my soul from lying lips, 
" From a deceitful tongue. '* 

3 What shall they give to thee. 

And what add to thee,^ deceitftd tongue ? 

A A Pilgrim-Lay; whether for those who were returning 
from Babylon to the Holy Land, (so Ewald; cp. Ezra vii. 9 ;) or 
for those who were going up to the Festivals at Jerusalem ; (so 
Hengst.) The structure of the Psalms is evidently such as adapts 
them to responsive singing. 

1 Allusion is made to the formula ** God do so to me and more 
also, if,....*", (I Sam. iii. 17. xiv. 44), which the **deoeitftil 
tongue" probably had itself employed. 
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4 Sharp arrows of a Mighty One* 
With coals of broom-wood.* 



5 Alas for me, that I sojourn in Mesecb, 
That I dwell beside the tents of Eedar> 

6 Full long has my sonl had her dwelling 
Beside him who hates peace. 

7 I am all peace ; but, when I speak, 
They are for. war. 

* of Him whose power would, inevitably, make all their subtle 
malignity — ^their bitter words and burning calumnies— turn back 
on themselves. 

* Hebr, *BotkemJ The modem Arabic name * Retem* = Genista 
rcetam. " The roots are regarded by the Arabs as yielding the 
best charcoaL" (Robinson's BibL R, voL L p. 203.) Cp. Job. xxx. 4. 
" roots of broom to warm them :" — * lachmam,^ as in IsaL xlviL 14. 

The fire of the Rothem bums for a very long time covered 
with its ashes :— like malignant slander. But the secret malig- 
nity becomes its own teirible punishment. 

* %,e, *• That my countrymen are as lawless as Tatars' ( Ifeshek^ 
EzeL xxzviiL 2, 3»} < or as Saracens^' {Kedar^ IsaL zliL 11.) 



PSALM CXXL 
A Song of Ascents. 

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains ;^ 
From whence' will my help come ? 

2 My help is from the Lokd, 
The Maker of heaven and earth. 

1 The ^mountains of Israel," (Ezek. vi. 2. xzziv.l3L etc.) seen by 
the exile on the plains to the east of Canaan. Cp. Daniel vL 10. 

« " From whence ?" said in no dovbting tone, but with cheer- 
ful expectancy. — On yonder mountains God has promised His 
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3 Never may He suffer thy foot to be moved, 
Never may He sleep, who gaards thee I 

4 Behold, Israel's guardian 
Neither sleeps nor slumbers. 

5 The Lord is thy guardian, 

The Lord is thy shade at thy right hand. 

6 The sun shall not strike thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night 

7 The Lord shall guard thee from all evil, 
He shall guard thy soul. 

8 The Lord shall guard thy going oat and thy coming in 
Prom henceforth and for ever. 



PSALM CXXIL 
A Sonff of Ascents. David*s. 

1 I rejoiced over them who said to me, 
"We will go to the house of the Lord." 

2 At last our feet are standing^ 
At thy gates, Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem, — ^thou that art built 

Like a city that is well compacted together ; 

4 Whither ascend the tribes, the tribes of the Lord, — 
So was it ordained to Israel* — 

To thank the name of the Lord. 

5 For there are set thrones of judgment. 
Thrones for the house of David. 

6 Oh wish ye peace to Jerusalem ; 

—Prosperous be they that love thee ! 

I For the grammatical form, op. cxxvL 3. LXX. i^runc n^ccif- 
* Such was the ordinance imposed on Israel Cp. Ps. Izzzi. 3 — 5. 
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7 Peace be within tfiy rampwt, 
Prosperity within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions* sake 
Would I fain bespeak pep-ce for thee, 

9 For the sake of the house of the X^OBp our Glod^ 
Will I seek thy good- 



PSALM CXXIII, 

A Song of Ascents^ 

1 Unto Thee have I lifted my eyes, 
Thou that dwellest in Heaven 1 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants (look) to the hand of 

their masters, 
As the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her mistress ; 
So (look) our eyes to the Lord our God, 
Till He have mercy upon us.' 

3 Have mercy upon us, Lqrp, have mercy upon us, 
For ftdl long have we been sated with contempt 

4 Full long has our soul felt hpi^self sated 

With this scorn from the wanton,* this contempt from 
the haughty. 

1 Jo»eph Kimcht rightly explain^ this of the people's lifting up 
their eye to Him, whose hand had inflicted the punishment. — 
Submissively imd without murmuring y^e lift our eyes towards 
Thine uplifted hand, Just and Merciftil ! 

< Those, whom aflOiuence had made careless and insolent. LXX. 
ro7g 8uS>jvou(r/, E. "7, " th^n^ tl^t s^re i^t ease ;" — t. e. " in easy 
circumstances,'* 
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PSALM CXXIV. 

A Song of Aseents. Dtwid^s. 

1 Had it not been the Lobd^ that was on onr side^ 
— ^Thus let Israel say ;— « 

2 Had it not been the LoBP, that was on onr side^ 
When men rose up against us : 

3 Then indeed bad they swallowed us up alire^ 
While their anger blazed forth against us. 

4 Then indeed had the waters overflowed us, 
The torrent had swept over* our souL 

5 Then indeed had the insolent waters 
Swept over our soul. 

6 Blessed be the Lobd, 

Who gave us not to be a prey to their teetL 

7 Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the hunter's 

snare, 
The snare is broken, and we are escaped. 

8 Our help is in the name of the LoiEP, 
The Maker of heaven and earth. 

t avar. See xlii. 8. Ixxxviii. 17. &c — 



PSALM CXXV. 

A Song of Ascents. 

1 They that trust in the Lord are as the Mount Zion, 
Which cannot be moved ; which abides for ever. 

2 Jerusalem, — ^round about her are mountains ; 
And the Lord is round about His people 
From henceforth and for ever. 
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3 For th6 sceptre of wickedness shall not rest on the 

lot of the righteous, 
Lest the righteous stretch out their hands to tortuous 
deeds. 

4 Do good, Lord, to the good 

And to them that are upright in their hearts. 

5 But as for those who bend to their own crooked ways,* 
The Lord shall lead them away with the workers of 

iniquity. 
— Peace be upon Israel.* 

^ Jer, Qui declinant ad pravitates suas. 

* The tme Israel is identical with " the upright in heart" otv, 4. 



PSALM CXXVL 
A Song of Ascents. 

1 When the Lord brought back Sion's penitent-band. 
We were as men in a dream.* 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter 
And our tongue with joy ; 

Then said they among the heathen, 

" Great things' has the Lord done for these men." 

3 Great things has the Lord done for us ; 
At last we are in joy.* 

4 Bring back, Lord, our captive band,* 
As the torrents in the South.' 

1 Unable to believe that the marvellous change in their cir- 
cumstances could be real. 

* Joel ii. 21. s Cp. note on czxii. 2. 

« Large numbers still remained in exile. 

8 In the Southern Desert, where the rains refill the streams 
that have been dried up by the summer. Cp. Job vi. 15 — ^23. 

2 A 
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5 Ihey who sow amid tearo^ 

Shall reap amid shouts of joy. 
'6 Onward he goes, and weeps as he goes/ bearing the 
store of seed ; 
Hitherward he comes with joyotts shout, bearing his 
sheaves. 

^ The foundation oi the second Temple was laid amidst weep- 
ing : Ezra iii. 12. Its completion was celebrated with joy : 
Ezra vi le, 22. ^ So is it ever in God's kingdom. Precisely 
those undertakings, which at first seemed hopeless and were be- 
gun under pressing troubles, end in achieving the greatest good.*' 
(Qerlouik.) 

7 Lit» ^ Going he goes, and weeping." 



PSALM OXXVIL 
A Song of Ascents. Solomon^ s. 

1 If the LoBD build not the house, 

In vain have its builders toiled at it. 

2 If the Lord guard not the city, 
In vain has the guard kept awake. 

3 'Tis all in vain for you, ye that rise up early and 

late take rest. 
That eat the bread of sorrows; — 
Thus^ gives He to His beloved in sleep.* 

1 All that the others so laboriously ( and yet vainly ) strive 
after. For the oonstrmtioti, cp. 1 Kings v. 26. 

2 ^Shina .•"— 4aken adverbially. So, in former days, Luther, 
L. de Dieu, Yatablus, and Piscator :— ^nd in recent times Ewald, 
Hengst, Stier, Delitzsch, Vaih., Reinke, and others. Dean 
Trench ( On Proverbs, p. 114) compares the ancient proverb, 
9Uo¥ri xi^roi a7^$i : ^ The net draws while the ^ahermaa sleeps." 
Cp. St. Mark iv. 26-29. 
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4 Lo, children are a heritage from the LoBB ; 
A goodly reward is the fruit of the wemK 

5 As arrows in the haod of a mighty man/ 
So are the children of youth.* 

6 Happy the man, who has filled his quiver with them ; 
They shall not be ashamed, but speak (boldly) with 

their cQemies' in the gate.^ 

* " Mr. Merrick mentions a Chinese proverb ; — * When a son is 
bom, a bow and arrow are hung before the gate.' ^^ (Bjt>. Home,) 

* Cp. Iswah liv. 6. (Hebr.) 5 Job v. 4. 

z Stiefy noticing that the Chaldee has " beth midrashiyh*' (** his 
College,") for " his quiver," takes occasion to apply the Psakn 
thus : " God alone builds His Church ; — ^not our toil and care, 
but His blessing, raises up successive generations, to testify for 
Him and to put the ungodly to shame. Happy that teacher, 
pastor, or master in Israel, who reaps such progeny." For the 
figure, ep. Isai zlix. 2. 



PSALM CXXVIIP 
A Song of Ascents. 

1 Oh happy eveiy one who fears the Lord, 
Who walks in His ways ! 

2 The labour of thy hands assuredly thou sh»dt eat ; 
Happy art thouy and well is it with tiiee. 

3 Thy wife is as a fruitftil vine, 

In the inner courts* of thy honse^ 

A "Ps. 128 stands related to Ps. 127 as the parable of the 
Treature kid in the Field to that of the Pearl There man's hap- 
piness is spoken as a gracious boon bestowed on one who has 
not toiled to secure it ; here as the fruit of earnest d>edieno6 to 
the precept Qra et labora," {Dditzsqh,) 

> Jer. In penetraUbus. 

2 A 2 
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Thy children as olive plants 
Bound about thy table. 

4 Lo assuredly thus shall the man be blessed, 
Who fears the Lord. 

5 The LoBD bless thee out of Sion ; 

That thou mayest see Jerusalem's prosperity all the 
days of thy life ; 

6 Yea, mayest see thy children's children. — 
Peace be upon Israel. 



PSALM CXXIX. 
A Song of Ascents, 

1 Full oft have they harassed me from my youth up ; 
— Thus let Israel say : — 

2 Full oft have they harassed me from my youth up ; 
Yet have they not prevailed over me. 

3 Ploughers ploughed on my back; 
They drew long their furrows. 

4 The righteous Lord 

Has cut asunder the ropes of the wicked. 

5 Ashamed shall they be and turned backward, 
As many as hate Sion. 

6 They shaU be like grass on roof-tops, 
Which withers, ere its blade be drawn forth. ^ 

7 Wherewith no mower fills his hand, 
No sheaf-binder his arm. 

1 LU. ^ ere it has unsheathed.*' Aquila : d(i«^aXf v. E. V. 
'* afore it groweth up." So too, Kimchi, Aben-Ezra, Saadias, and 
others. — ^The LXX. has ^^h roD extfw'atf^Sva/ (" before it is. drawn 
out of its sheath ;" see Iliad vii. 55 :) which is an ambiguoua 
rendering. Many : "before it is plucked up." 
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8 And the passers-by say not,« *^ He Lord's blessing 
to you ! 
" We bless you in the Lord'b najrje !" 

« to the harvesters : see Ruth ii. 4. 



PSALM OXXX. 
A Song of Ascents. 

1 Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, Lord. 

2 Lord^ listen to my voice ; 
Let Thine ears be attentive 

To the voice of my supplications. 

3 If Thou shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, 
Lord, who should stand* ?— 

4 But no* I with Thee is forgiveneap,' 
Li order that Thou nijayest be feared.* 

5 I have waited for the Lord ; my soul has waited 
And on His word have I relied. 

6 My soul (longs) for the Lord, 

More than sentries for the dawn, than sentries for 
the dawn. 

1 — and not rather sink down oppressed ! Mai. iii. 2. 

« «iri;' = (But Thou wilt wo^ deal so severely,) "Foe...." So 
Delitmh ; " Doch nein." 

» Cp. 1 St. John ii. 1, 2. " We have an Advocate mth the 
Father, {immekha,) and He is the propitiation {hasselichah) for 
our sins." The LXX. has iKaCfLhg, the word used by St John. 

4 Feared, with childlike dread of offending one so gracious. 
The fea^, of absolute Power and Justice would soon merge in 
despair. "Then fSsucewell hope ! and with hope farewell fear !" 

2 A 3 
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7 Israel ! hope in the Lord ; 
For with the Lord is mercy,* 

And with Him plenteous redemption^ 

8 And He shall redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 

s Hachesed; (with the article ;} ;. d ; ^'Mebot dweUs with 
Thee ;— mercy in all its fulness." Cp. the Cirnmination Service ; 
** Thy property is always to have mercy." 



PSALM CXXXI. 
A Song of Ascents, DamtTs. 

1 Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty, 
Neither have I walked in great things or in things 

too wonderful for me. 

2 Verily, I have composed* and quieted my soul ; 
Like a weanling upon its mother,^ like sach a wean- 
ling is my soul upon me. 

3 Israel, hope in the Lord 
From henceforth and for ever.* 

1 Lit " leveUed." Isai. xxviii. 26. E. V." behaved," (which in 
old English meant " restrained," "disciplined.") A& toUxene- 
phesh, see App. III. 

* The weaned child has learned to submit entirely to its mo- 
ther's will ;— content to rest in her arms, beneath her smile ; — 
and growing into intelligent affection ; although its physical 
connexion be less close. So now has the Psalmist's once restless 
and wayward sotd been trained to acquiesce, with humility, in 
the wise guidance of the spirit; (which spirit is each man's froe 
Self.) 

s"For indeed the Apostle's ^fvs/ (1 Cor. xiiL 13) applies to 
faith and hope, not less than to love," (Delitzsch,) 



cxxxn] PSALKS. 296 

PSALM CXXXIL^ 
A Sang of Agents, 

1 Remember, Lord, to David 
All his self-abasement.* 

2 How he sware to the Lord, 

And made a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob : 

3 " I will not enter my house's tabernacle, 
" Or mount on my cushioned bed ;* 

4 " I will not grant sleep to my eyes 
'^ Or slumber to my eye-lids ; 

5 " Till I find out a place for the Lord, 

" A habitation for the Mighty One of Jacob/' 

6 Lo, we heard of it in Ephrata,* 

We found it in the fields of the Forest.* 

7 Let us go, then, to His habitation ; 
Let us worship at His footstool. 

8 " Arise, Lord, into Thy place of rest,* 
" Thou and the ark of Thy strength. 

A In 2 Cliron. vi. 41, ff. the w, 8 — 10 of this Psalm are uttered 
by Solomon : — ^to whom Tholuck attributes the composition of 
this Psalm. 

I The painful toil, which he cheerfully submitted to. Jer. af- 
flictionis. Reinke ; " alle seine Muhseligkeit." 

* The ark of God abode in a tent ; — shoidd he, then, dwell in a 
pile of masonry ? The ark was wandering from one place to 
another ; — should he indulge in luxurious repose ? 

* Bethlehem and Kiryath-yearim are both spoken of as peopled 
by the descendants of JEjohrata, the wife of Caleb. 1 Chron. ii 
60, 51. iv. 4. 

* i. c, of Kiryath-yearim, which means Porest-Town, (or 
Wootton. ) For the history, see 1 Sam. vii. 1. 2 Sam. vL 3, 4. 

* Cp. 1 Chron. xxviiL 2, IsaL xi 10. Ixvi 1. 
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9 " Let Thy priests be dad in righteousness 
" And let Thy saints shout for joy. 

10 " For the sake of David Thy servant 

" Turn not back the face of Thine anointed." 

11 The Lord sware to David in truth ; He will not turn 

back from it ; 
" Of the fruit of thy body will I set on Thy throne. 

12 " If thy children observe my covenant and my t^ti- 

monies which I teach them, 
" Their sons also for ever shall sit upon thy throne.'* 

13 For the Lord made choice of Sion, 
He desired it for His own dwelling, 

14 " This is my place of rest for ever 

" Here will I dwell, for I have desired it 

15 " Her provision I will bless abundantly, 
" Her needy* I will satisfy with bread. 

16 " Her priests also I will clothe with salvation, 
" And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

16 " There will I make a horn branch forth to David,^ 
*^ I have prepared a lamp* for my Anointed. 



^ For it should still be true, that ^ the poor (ei^^on) shall not 
cease out of the (holy) land :" Deut. xv. 11 : — but, though poor, 
they should '* eat and be satisfied : " (Ps. xxii. 26.) In P& Ixzii 
this provision for the poor in the kingdom of Messiah is men- 
tioned fowr times : (w. 4. 12, 13.) Cp. Isai. xiv. 32. xxix. 19, 
(" the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel'^ 
A recent writer has said : ^ To teach men how to be satisfied, it 
is necessary fully to understand the art and joy of humble life ; 
— ^this at present, of all arts or sciences, being the one most need- 
ing study." (Ruskin's Mod, Painters ; V. ix. 11.) 

T St. Luke i. 69. » i Kings xi. 36. 



oxxxn. cxxxiii] PSALMS. 297 

18 ^^ His enemies will I clothe with shame^ 
^^ But on Himself shall His crown flourish/' 



PSALM CXXXIII. 
A Song of Ascents. DamcCs. 

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
For brothers to dwell all in union. ^ 

2 'Tis as the fine oil' on the head, 

Flowing down to the beard, even Aaron's beard ;* 
That flows down to the collar of his robes.* 

3 'Tis as Hermon's dew, that flows down on Zion's hills;* 

1 Lit. * dwell also together'.— "When those who are brethren in 
love have the opportunity of also actually dwelling together, as 
the Israelites had when they visited Jerusalem on their solemn 
feast-days." So Delitzsch. Others make " ffom" simply inten- 
sive. " When those who are brothers by nature dwell in tnte 
unity.'' So CcUvin : ani so most of the ancient commentators. 
I think, however, that both views must be included, if we are to 
do justice to the Psalm. Something more than unity of feding 
was involved in the joy of the Jewish festival ; which evidently 
sprang from actual, living, communion. Yet the basis of the 
outward communion was their spititiud unity ; — such as was 
emblematized in their having one High Priest, one Holy City. 

« The costly oil, made up of various ingredients, — myrrh, cin- 
namon, sweet calamus, cassia, and olive-oil ; — the " holy anoint- 
ing oil ;" which was restricted to consecrated uses : — see Exod. 
XXX. 23-33. Such— so fragrant — so hallowed— was brotherly com- 
munion. — Jer. Sicut unguentum optimum. 

» Exod. xxix. 7. 

4 ** Near the place where he bare the names of the twelve 
tribes." {Scott.) 

* When in the festival-time the brethren from the North sat 
down in unity with the brethren in the South, it was as if the 
rich, fresh, dews of Hermon*s forests settled on the sacred hills 
that stand around Zion : — so great was the blessing attendant on 
obedience to Qod*s holy ordinance. (From Delitzsch ) 
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For there the Lord ordain^ Hid bles^ng^ 
Even life for evermore- 



PSALM CXXXIV. 
A Sang of Ascents.^ 

1 " Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants o^ the 

Lord, 
" Ye who stand in the house of the Lord by night 

2 " Lift up your hands towards the sanctuary, 
" And bless ye the Lord." 

3 The Lord out of Sion bless thee, 
Even the Maker of heaven and earth. 

A The last of the " Pilgrim-songs." In w. 1 and 2 We seem 
to have the pilgrim's parting address : in t^. 3 the priests' part- 
ing benediction. 



PSALM CXXXV.A 

1 Hallelujah. 

Praise ye the name of the Lord, 
Praise it, ye servants of the Lord. 

2 Te that stand in the house of the Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God. 

3 Praise the Lord for the Lord is good ; 
Sing psalms to His name : for it is lovely. 

4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself^ 
And Israel for His special treasure. 

A ^*A piece of Mosaic," says Delitzsch, ^ being compoBed 
chieflj of fragments from the older books." 
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5 For I know that the Lord is great, 
And that our Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatever the Lord has pleased, that has He execut- 

ed, 
In heaven and earth, in the seas and all the abysses. 

7 He causes vapours to ascend from the end of the 

earth ;^ 
He makes lightnings for the rain f 
He brings the wind out of His treasure-houses. 

8 Who smote the first-born of Egypt, 
Both of man and cattle. 

9 He sent signs and wonders into the midst of thee, 

Egypt, 
On Pharaoh and all his. servants. 

10 Who smote many nations, 
And slew mighty kings ; 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
And Og, the king of Basan, 
And all the kingdoms of Canaan. 

12 And gave their land for an heritage. 
An heritage to Israel His people, 

13 Lord, Thy name (endures) for ever ; 

Lord, Thy memorial is to all genemtioas. 

14 For the Lord will plead His people's cause,' 
And will relent concerning His servants. 

15 *The idols of the heathen are silver and gold ; 
The work of men's hands. 

1 i. e. The cloud-vapours, which appear to 99Qei^(i from the 
Horizon. 

• i. e. to accompany the rain. Cp. Jer. x. J3. 

» Tadin ^atnmo, " will judge, or vindicate, His people ; "— m 
in liv. 1. See Deut. xzxii. 36. « See Psaha exv. 4-»6. 
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16 They have a mouth and speak not. 
They have eyes, and see not 

17 They have ears, and hear not, 

Neither is there any breath at all in their mouth. 

18 As are they, so shall they who make them be ; 
Yea, whosoever trusts in them 

19 house of Israel, bless ye the Lord, 
house of Aaron, bless ye the Lord, 

20 house of Levi, bless ye the Lord, 
Te that fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 

21 Blessed out of Sion be the Lord, 
Who dwells at Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah. 



PSALM CXXXVL 

1 Thank ye the Lord, for He is good. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

2 Thank ye the God of gods, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

3 Thank ye the Lord of lords. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

4 Who alone does great wonders. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

5 Who made the heavens by wisdom, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

6 Who spread out the earth above the waters, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

7 Who made great lights : 

For His mercy endures for ever. 

8 The sun to bear rule by day. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 
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9 The moon and stars to bear rule by night, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

10 Who smote the Egyptians in their first-bom,^ 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

11 And brought forth Israel from the'Hiidst of themj 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

12 With strong hand and out-stretched arm, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

13 Who severed the Red Sea asunder, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

14 And led Israel across through the midst of it, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

15 And dashed down' Pharaoh aiid his host in the Bed 

Sea, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

16 Who led His people in the wilderness. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

17 Who smote great kings ; 

For His mercy endures for ever. 

18 And slew renowned kings, 

For His mercy endures for ever. 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

20 And Og, the king of Bashan, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

21 And gave their land for an heritage, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

* " Here one might expect, * For His Justice endures for ever. 
But indeed mercy to the suffering requires that the unrighteoua 
should be punished." (Corderius,) 

• The word used in Ezod. xiv. 27. 

2 B 
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22 An heritage to Israel His servant. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

23 Who remembered us in our low estate, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

24 And delivered us from our enemies, 
For His mercy endures for ever. 

25 He gives food to all flesh, 

For His mercy endures for ever. 

26 Oh thank the God of heaven. 
For His mercy endures for ever. 



PSALM CXXXVIL 

1 By the rivers of Babel, — 
There we sat down, and we wept, 
When we remembered Zion. 

2 On the willows^ in the midst thereof 
Hung we up our harps. 

3 For there our enslavers* agiked us for words of song, 
And our oppressors (asked for) mirth ; 

" Sing us of Sion's songs." 

4 How should we sing the Lord's song 
On the land of the alien^ ? 

I " We are not to think here of we^nff-wiUawa. In Isaiah 
xliv. 4. we read ; * as willows by the watier-courses ;' and branches 
of willow were used in the most joyous of feasts, the feast of Ta- 
bernacles, (Lev. xxiii. 40.) — Now the graceful bough and the fes- 
tive harp were simply causes of sorrow." {Dditzsch,) 

« or ; " They who led us captive." 

' If Sum's name represented only a sentiment^ — ^if Sion were no 
longer dear to us as a reality, as the " City of the Lord," — ^we 
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5 If I forget thee, Jerusalem, 

Let my right-hand forget itself* : 

6 Let my tongue cleave to my palate^ if I remember 

not Thee, 
If I set not Jerusalem at the head of all my rejoicing. 

7 Remember, Lobd, to the sons of Edom that day 

of Jerusalem ; — 
Who said, ^ Base it, rase it ; down to the foundation 
inside ii' 

8 daughter of Babylon I desolated one' ! 
Happy he who shall return to thee 

Thine own boon which thou bestowedst on us, 

9 Happy he, who shall seize and dash thy infants 
Against the rock.^ 

might sing its joyous hymns to you. But here, banished for (Mir 
ainsy we cannot sing ^ HaUehiyah.^^ We prize our inheritance 
more than ever ; and can but weep at the thoughts of it. 
'^Exules nos flere cogunt Babylonis flumina \ 
" Alleluia nos reatus Cogit intermittere." 

4 Or : "be forgetful." Mr. Kehle : " oblivion chill my hand." 
Emodd and Vaihinger; " sich vergessen." B, V, "forget (her 
cunning)." The Striae : " forget me." 

s Jer. Yastata. The LXX. well as regards the general sense, 
though inexactly : ri roiXaiirw^og, 

* As prophesied long before by Isaiah ziii. 16. 



PSALM CXXXVIIL 

DavicCs. 

1 I will thank Thee with my whole heart, 
In the presence of the gods* will I celebrate Thee, 

1 Raskin Kimchi, and other Jews refer this to princes or judges. 
DeUtsschy comparing v. 4, takes it of the kings of pagan nations. 
The ancient VV, generally : " angels." 

2b2 



8M FfiALMS. [CXXXVIIL CXXXIX 

2 I will worship toward Tl^ holy temple, 

And thank Thjname on account of Thy mercy and 

truth; 
For beyond all Thy name^ hast Thou magnified Thy 

promise. 

3 In the day I called, Thou answeredst me ; 
Thou fortifiedst me with strength in my soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall thank Thee, Lord, 
Because they have heard the words of Thy mouth. 

5 And they shall sing in' the ways of the Lobb, 
That great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For high is the Lord ; yet He beholds the lowly ; 
But the pifbud He knows afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt 

revive me, 
ThoJi wilt stretch forth Thy hand against the wrath 

of my enemies. 
And Thy right hand shall save me. 

8 The Lord will accomplish all for me ; 
O Lord, Thy mercy endures for ev«r ; 
Forsake not the work of Thy own hands. 

s Or '' past fame : " — all that former ages have said of Thee. 
3 Or, ^'ol" So£hfKdd,Dditg9ch,iu[idoiherB, 



PSALM CXXXIX. 
To the Precentor. A Psalm of David. 

1 Lord, Ihou bast searched me out, and knowest 

(aU): 

2 Thou knowest my down-sitting and my up-rising, 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 



3 My path and my bed Tk<m aifteet,^ 
And with all my ways art familiar. 

4 For th»e is no word on my tongue, 
But lo, Thon^ LoKO, knowest it alL* 

5 Behind and before Thou pressest me. 
And layest Thy hand npon me. 

6 4?oo wonderftd is such knowledge for me ; 
Too lo% ; I am not equal to it 

7 Whither ean I go from TTiy Spirit? 
Or whither flee from Thy presence ? 

8 If I should scale the heavens, Thou art th^re ; 

If I should set my couch in Hades, lo, thsre art 
Thou. 

9 If I took the wings of the Dawn,' 

And found me a home in the furthest west ; 

10 Even there would Thy hand lead me. 
And Thy right hand hold me. * 

11 And if I said; ^'Surely the darkness shall cover me,* 
^^And the light around me become night ;"' 

12 Even^ the darkness should not be dark to Tliee ; 
And the night should give light like the day : 
Darkness and light to Thee are alike. 

1 Jer. eventilSsti. LXX. and Symm. l§/;^v/atfa;. Margin oiR V. 
"winnowest." 

< Its antecedents and history ; its motives and intent. 

' Speeding my flight^ as swiftly as the rays of the Dawn mount 
and spread themselves over the sky. 

« Byrmm- irstrxsrdm ; Jer. operient. 

' Or : ^ And night shall take the place of tlie Hgbt armmd 
me." So the Arabic Vn. of MabH r<q>ketkj (edited by M. Baxgte.) 

s Terse ISTis the i^^osis to v. 11, just as if. 10 icrtoir.U Se 
BfSBon B. Tapheth. f&niUfy&KiXimdBeinke. 

2b3 
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13 For Thou ownest my reins : 

Thou shapedst' mo in my mother's womb. 

14 I will thank Thee^ for awfully wondrous is my state ; 
Wondrous are Thy works, and well my soul knows it 

15 My substance was not hid from Thee, 
Whilst I was being fashioned in seoret 

And my tissues woven* in the dark regions of eaiiQu^ 

16 Thine eyes beheld my yet imperfect frame ;'® 
And in Thy book were all of them written/^ — 
The days received form, ere one of them existed.'* 

17 And now how precious to me are Thy thoughts, 

God! 
How vast the sum of them ! 

18 K I count them, they are more numerous than the 

sand; 
— ^I awake, and am still with Thea^' 

19 Surely Thou, God, wilt slay the wicked : 
Away, then, from me, ye men of blood. 

7 Or; '^hedgedst ;" '^fenoedst me in ;**— with nerves and 
sinews ; Job z. 11. 
« LU. "I was embroidered." 
* LU, ^ In the lower parts of earth :'* symbolical of darknesi. 

10 Vidg, imperfectum. Jer, informem. 

11 All the details of those future days were contained in that 
archetypal volume I 

i« cp. Job. X. 6—11. 

IS ^To trace out the thmghU of God, was the Fisalmist's dear- 
est employment. But he could not grasp them or count up 
their sum. He feU asleep, wearied with his effort ; and when 
he awoke, he found himself still wUh God; confronted with the 
same glorious, insoluble, Problem ; still bent on the same endless, 
but endlessly attractive, pursuit, — ^the worthiest that could engage 
his waking 1 ours, the sweetest that could penetrate into his 
dreams. (Cp. Jerem. zxzi. 26.)" (DeHteich.) 



cxzxDC cxlJ psalms. 307 

20 For they utter Thy name** with ill intent ; 
They take it in vain, being Thy enemies. 

21 Must I not hate them, Lord, that hate Thee,^^ 
And feel horror at those who rebel against Thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred, — 
They are to me as foes. 

23 Search me, God, and know my heart ; . 
Prove me, and know my thoughts. 

24 And see if any way of grief be in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.^^ 

1* Lit, " speak of Thee." 

15 "Hatred of evil, purely as evil, however little thought of or 
admired now, is eminently a Christian grace : (Rom. zii. 9.)" 
(Dean Trench, on Bevel, n, 2.) 

16 Referring to the j9g»^, as well as to the future : see Jerem. 
xviii. 15. 



PSALM CXL.A 
To the Precentor, A Psalm of David. 

1 Deliver me, Lord, from the evil man. 

From the man of violent deeds oh I defend me ; 

2 Who in their heart have plotted evil things ; 
Continually do they stir up wars. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues, like -a serpent, 
The poison of asps is under their lips. Selah. 

4 Preserve me. Lord, from the hands of the wicked 

man, 
From the man of violent deeds oh I defend me ; 
Who have plotted to overthrow my steps. 

A This and the three following Psalms form a group. 
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5 The prond have laid a secret snare for me, and corck ; 
They have spread a net by the way-side ; 

They hare set traps for me. Selab. 

6 I said to the Lord ; Thou art my Qoi^ 
Hearken, Lord, to the voice of my supplieatioiis. 

7 God the Lord, the strength of my salvation, 
Thoa protectedst my head in the day of battle.^ 

8 Grant not, Lord, the desires of the wicked m[an ; 
Let not his scheme sacoeed ; — or how will they vaont* I 

Sblah. 

9 (As for) the head of my besiegers, 

The toil of their own lips' shaU cover them. 

10 Burning coals shall men hurl on them ; they shall cast 

tiiem into fire. 
Into gulphs, whence they shall never rise. 

11 A man of (bold) tongue shall not be established on 

earth. 
Evil shall hunt the man of violence many an 
overthrow.* 

12 I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the 

poor man. 
The judgment of the needy. 

13 Assuredly the righteous shall give thanks te Thy 

Name,* 
The upright shall dwell in Thy presence. 

1 Hebr. **of armour." 

3 The consequences of their own plots ; all that they have 
elaborated with so much subtle skill 
♦ ffebr. " To overthrows.** 
' Shall have recuon to thank Thee. Cp. 1 16. 
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PSALM CXLL 
A Psalm of David, 

1 Lord, I cry to Thee ; hasten unto me ; 
Give ear to my voice, when I cry unto Thee, 

2 Let my prayer stand forth as incense before Thee, 
The lifting up of my hands as an evening-sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, Lord, over my mouth, 
Keep guard over the door of my lips. 

4 Let not my heart incline to any evil plan. 
To compass great deeds by wickedness 
With the mighty ones, who work iniquity ; 
And never may I eat of their dainties. 

5 Let the righteous man smite me in mercy, and correct 

me; 
Such oil for my head never should my head refiise : — 
But still shall my prayer (arise) against their ill 

deeds.* 

6 Down were their judges* thrust into the arms' of the 

precipice ; 
Then heard they my words, that they were sweet* 

1 The overtures made to him by the wicked the Psalmist 
rejected. He prayed God to keep him from being seduced by 
their gilded baits. From the righteous man he would welcome 
even severity, knowing (Prov. xxvii. 6) that "faithful are the 
wounds of a friend ; " — this he would receive with meekness ; — 
but from their evil doings (radtk, as in cxl. 2) he would stand 
aloof, — ^not in anger, but still in meekness ;— opposing their 
proud projects with no other weapon than prayer. When their 
downfall occurred, they would recognize his kindly behaviour. 

* Who otight to have been just men ; but were only leaders 
in injustice. 3 iT^ftr. "hands." 

* When the leaders of the impious were hurled by their own 
vehement pursuit of evil into the most imminent danger, then 
how sweetly did the sound of the psalmist's prayer fall on their 

. ears ! 
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7 As when one furrows and hews the earth, 

So lie onr bones scattered up to the brink of Hades. 

8 But towards Thee, God the Lord, are mine ejes 

(bent). 
In Thee have I trusted : oh pour not out my soul.^ 

9 Keep me from the clutch of the snare they have laid 

for me, 
And from the traps of them who work iniquity. 
10 Let the wicked fall each into his own net. 
Till I meanwhile* shall have crossed over. 

5 Cp. Isai. liii. 12. 

« " Tachad;' « at the same time.'* E. V. <* withal." 



PSALM CXLIL^ 
Maschil of David. When he was in the cave. A prayer. 

1 With my voice to the Lord I cry, 

With my voice to the Lord I make supplication. 

2 I pour out my plaint before Him, 
I narrate before Him my distress. 

3 While my soul is wrapt in gloom upon me, 
Thou verily knowest my path ; 

On the road by which I walk, have they laid a se- 
cret snare for me. 

4 Look on the right hand and see ; — ^not one is there 

who recognizes me ; 
Refuge has utterly failed me ; there is none who 
looks after my soul. 

A This Psalm is closely connected with the following. Com- 
pare, e, g.y cxliL 1, cxliii. 1 ; cxlii. 3, czIiiL 4 ; czliL 7, czliii. 11. 
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5 To Thee have I called, Lord ; 
I have said, Thou art my refuge, 
My portion in the land of the living,* 

6 Hearken to my cry, for I am brought very low, 
Deliver me from my pursuers, for they are too strong 

for me. 

7 Bring my soul out of prison, to give thanks to Thy 

name; 
So shall the righteous triumph in me,* because Thou 
dealest bounteously with me. 

^ ^ He that can claim a part in God abides ever ' in the land 
of the living ' ; the Empire of Death has no power over him." 
(Delitzsck) 

* Yaktiru; "shall win a crown ;" — counting his prosperity 
theirs. Jer, In me coronabuntur justi. 



PSALM CXLIIL 
A Psalm of David. 

1 LoBD, hear my prayer, listen to my supplications ; 
Li Thy faithfulness answer me, in Thy righteous- 
ness.^ 

2 And enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
For before Thee no man living is righteous. 

3 For the enemy has pursued aflier my soul, 
Has crushed my life to the ground. 

Has made me to dwell in dark-places like those who 
have been long dead,* 

^ '^ Justitia ilia, qu4 Deus promissam indulgentiam psenitenti- 
bus exhibet, nihil est aliud nisi fidelitas prcestandas benignitcUis 
eximke^ (BeUarmm,) " Justitia Dei vocatur bonitasy qu4 inducitur 
ad sues tuendos." (Calvin.)] ^ Jer, mortuos antiques. 
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4 And my spirit is wrapt in gloom upon me ; 
My heart within me is desolated. 

5 I call to mind the days of old, 
I meditate on all Thy doings, 

I muse on the work of Thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands to Thee, 

My soul (longs) for Thee as a thirsty land. SsLAH. 

7 Hasten and answer me, Lord ; my spirit fiunts ; 
Hide not Thy face from me. 

Or I shall be like them that are sinking into the pit. 

8 Let me hear Thy kindness at mom. 
For on Thee I trust ; 

Show me the way that I am to go in. 
For to Thee I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me, Lord, from my foes ; 
To Thee have I confided (my all).' 

10 Teach m« to do Thy will, for Thou art my God, 
Let Thy good Spirit lead me along a level land.* 

11 For Thy name's sake, Lord, Thou wilt revive me, 
In Thy righteousness Thou wilt bring my soul out of 

trouble. 

12 And in Thy mercy Thou wilt smite my foes. 
And wilt destroy all who harass my soul ; 
Because I am Thy servant' 

» ^EUyha kissithV Lit. ** Unto Thee have I hidden" ; i. e. 
with Thee have I deposited my cause ; secretly and silently, sup- 
pressing all angry feeling against men. K V, ^ I flee unto Thee 
to hide me." LXX. ^^h^ (ft xarifuyov, 

4 Where he should not stumble : op. Isai. Ixiii. 13, 14. 

5 And so my foes are foes to Thee ; enemies to Thy love, 
haters of Thy righteousness. 
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PSALM CXLIV. 

1 Blessed be the Lobd my Bock, 

Who instructs my hands for battle, my fingers for war. 

2 My mercy* and my fortress, my high refiige and my 

own deliverer, 
My shield and He in whom I trust, who subdues my 
people* under me. 

3 Lord, what is man that Thou regardest him ? 

The son of poor man that Thou takest account of 
him?» 

4 Man is like to vanity : 

His days are as a flitting shadow. 

5 Lobd, bow Thy heavens and come down. 
Touch the mountains that they smoke. 

6 Hurl forth lightnings and scatter them. 
Shoot Thy arrows and confound them. 

7 Stretch out Thy hands from on high, 

Besoue me and deliver me from the mighty waters, 
From the hand of the sons of the alien. 

8 Whose mouth speaks vaniiy. 

And their right hand is a right hand of lies. 

9 God,* I will sing to Thee a new song. 

On the lute of ten strings I will celebrate Thee. 

1 Cp. Jonah ii. 9. « Vidg, populum meum. Jer, populos. 

' Not doubting the fact that God does take accx)unt of feeble 
man ; but^ oq the contrary, assuming the fact as the bai^f s, of de- 
vout admiration of the mercy of Him, who, " though He be high- 
has respect to the lowly." 

4 Mohim, — ^^ If we set aside Psahn oviii, (which is made up 
of earlier fragments,) this is the only place in the two last books 
of Fsahns, where * £lohim' is found." (Delitzsch.) 

2 G 
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10 'Tis He who give&Bahraition to khigs. 

Who rescues David His. servant firom the hurtful 
sword. 

11 Bescue mo and deliver m^ from the hand of the sons 

of the alien ; 
Whose mouth speaks vanity, and their ri^ht hand is 
a right hand of lies. 

12 That our 8on3 may be aa plants well-^own in their 

youth, 
Our daughters as comer-pillars carved with temple 
sculpture;' 

13 Our garners frdl, affording a)l kinds of store, 

Our sheep counting thousands, tens of thousands, on 
our comn^ons ;* 

14 Our oxen richly-laden ; 

No disaste^r, no loss, np lamentatiw iQ our streets. 

15 iSappy the people, with whom it fares thus : 
Happy the people, whosei Gtod i^ th^ Lqqp* 

* Or ;" after the fashion of a temple." 

6 « HhuUoth ;" Mnderedby E. V, at Job v* 10, « fields ;" {marg, 
" outplaces.'*) Similarly at Prov. viii. 2fiy ** fieldA ;" {vmrg. ** open 
places.") 



PSALM CXLV. 

A Praise^psalm of David, ^ 

1 I wfll extol Thee, my God, the King, 
And will bless Thy name for ever and ever J 

A ""T^hiUah:* The TOid occura in this Title oidy. 
1 The fiq[>irit^ that was oansdoiis of such love to Qod, felt that x 
had in itself wli^ could npt die. 
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2 Every day« will I bless Thee, 

And will praise Thy name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord and highly to be praised, 
And His greatness is unsearchable. 

4 Generation to generation shall celebrate Thy works, 
And narrate Thy mighty deeds. 

5 I will mnse on the grandeur of Thy glorious majesty. 
And Thy long roll^ of wondrous deeds. 

6 And men shall talk of the might of Thy terrible 

deeds ; 
And Thy manifold greatness I will recount 

7 They shall pour forth the taeniorial of 'thy abundant 

goodness, 
And shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness. 

8 Gracious and compassionate is the Lord, 
Slow to anger and great in mercy. 

9 The Lord is good towards all, 

And His compassions are over all His works. 

10 All Thy works praise Thee, Lord, 
And Thy saints bless Thee. 

11 They talk of the glory of Thy kingdom, 
And speak of Thy power : 

12 To make known to the sons of men His mighty 

deeds. 
And the glorious grandeur of His kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom is the kingdom of all ages, 

And Thy dominion ( endures ) through all genera- 
tions. 

14 The Lord upholds all such as fall, 
And raises up all that are bowed down. 

« LXX. xay sJcd^Tfiv rifie^av, « Divrey, See cv. 27. 

2C2 
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15 The eyes of all wait on Thee. 

And Thou givest them their food in its season.^ 

16 Then openest Thy hand. 

And satisfiest the desire' of every thing that lives. 

17 Righteous is the Lobd in all His ways. 
And loving* in all His works. 

18 The Lord is nigh to all that call upon Him. 
To all who call on Him in truth. 

19 He performs the desire of them that fear him/ 
He also hears their cry and saves them. 

20 The Lord preserves all that love Him, 
And all the wicked will He destroy. 

21 Let my mouth speak the praise of the Lord, 

And let all flesh bless His holy name for ever and 
ever.* 

9 

* Ps. civ. 27. 

* LXX. f udox/ac : but in v, 19, (as at cxiiii. 10,) ^iXjj/ta. Cp. 
Deui zxxiii. 23. 

« ^Chasid,*' The word is used of God only here and in 
Jerem. iii. 12 ;— in which latter place the E. F. has, rightly* 
« merciful." LXX. otfiog: (but in Jer. iii. 12, IXs^//ba;v.) 

7 De Dim quotes R. Gamaliel (Aboth, c. ii) as saying : " make 
God's will thy will, and He shall make thy will His." 

8 Delttzsch quotes St. Hilary on this v. ; " In sBtemum benedi- 
cens Mtemo, Illi necesse est maneat coseternus." 



PSALM CXLVI. 

1 Halleluyah. 

Praise the Lord, my soul. 

2 I will praise the Lord, while I live, 

I will sing to my Qod, while I have any being. 

3 Trust ye not in princes, 

Li the son of man, in whom is no power to save. 



CXLVI. CXLVn] PSALMS. 317 

4 His breath goes foriih ; he returns to his earth ;^ 
In that day his projects* perish. 

5 Happy he, who has the God of Jacob for his help, 
Whose hope is on the Lord his Grod ; 

6 Who made heaven and earth, 
The isea and all that is in them ; 
Who keeps truth for ever. 

7 He executes judgment for the oppressed ; 
He gives food to the hungry ; 

The Lord unfetters the prisoners. 

8 The Lord gives sight to the blind ; 

The Lord raises them that are bowed down ; 
The Lord loves the righteous. 

9 The Lord preserves the strangers ; 

He sustains the fatherless and the widows ; 
But the way of the wicked He overthrows.* 
10 The Lord shall reign for ever ; 

Thy God, Zion, through all generations. 
Halleluyah. 

■ " admatho ;" his native earth. Homo ad humum. 

« Lit. " smooth thoughts ;" — all his sleek and polished plans ; 
his fair and neatly-wrought devices. Origen : tm bioKoytdfj^titv 
9f pa¥ra^ia. {ap, Corder., t. III. p. 800.) BeUarmin, "Omnia ilia 
palatia quaa cogitando fabricaverant" Mendelssohn : " Aus ist's 
mit seinen weisesten Entwrirfen." 

» Lit. "perverts," — drives aside out of its course. 



PSALM CXLVIL^ 
1 Praise ye the Lord ; 
For it is good to make melody to our God ; 
For It is pleasant ; and praise is comely. 

A This and the following Psalms belong probably to the time 
ofNehemiah. (SeeNehem. zii, ziii.) 

2g3 
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2 The LoBD is buildUig Jemsalem ; 

He will gather the di^>eFBed of Israel.^ 

3 'Tis He who heals the broken in heart 
And bandages their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars, 
He calls them all by their names.* 

5 Great is our Lord and vast in strength, 
His understanding has no Emit 

6 The Lord sustains the meek, 

He brings the wicked down to the ground. 

7 Sing anthems to the Lord with thankfulness ; 
Make melody to our Grod with the harp. 

8 Who covers the heaven with clouds ; 
Who prepares rain for the earth ; 

Who makes the mountains to shoot forth grass.' 



1 LXX. tAc d/ag'Toodg. E, F. ** outcasts," (that is, ejnles.) 
^ Wandering through the wilderness of space, they are as well 
known to Him as the sheep of a flock are to their shepherd. Cp. 
IsaL xl. 26, St. John x. 3. 

3 To which human cultivation does not reach ;— yet God 
clothes them with even the loveliest forms of vegetation. See a 
striking passage on Grass, by Mr. Buskin, Modem Painters, III. 
iv. 14 ;— from which I give a short extract ;— " Go out, in the 
spring time, among the meadows that slope from the shores of 
the Swiss lakes to the roots of their lower mountains. There, 
mingled with the taller gentians and the white narcissus, the 
grass grows deep and free ; and as you follow the winding moim- 

tain-paths, that for ever droop and rise over the green banks 

and mounds,,...... look up towards the higher hills, where the 

waves of everlasting green roll silently into their long inlets among 
the shadows of the pines : and we may perhaps, at last know the 
meaning of those quiet w6rds of the 147th Psahn ; ' He mak- 
eth grass to grow upon the mountains.' " 
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9 He gives to the beast its food, 
To the young ravens, which cry.* 

10 Not in the might of the horse has He delight, 
Nor in the legs of the warrior takes He pleasure :* 

11 The Lord's pleasure is in them that fear Him, 
In them that wait for His mercy. 

12 Extol the Lord, Jerusalem, 
Praise Thy God, Zion. 

13 For He has strengthened the bars of thy gates. 
He has blessed thy children within thee. 

14 Who makes thy border to be peace ; 
With the fat of wheat He satisfies thee. 

15 Who sends His bidding across the earth ; 
Very swiftly runs His word. 

16 Who gives forth snow like wool/ 
Hoar-frost He scatters about as ashes. 

17 That flings abroad His ice piece-meal ; 
Before His cold who can stand ? 

18 He sends His word, and melts them ; 

He blows with His wind ; the waters flow.^ 

4 "unto God," is added in Job xxxviii. 41. (And so the 
LXX. ro7g s*TiKa\ovfifvotg aurop.) — He does not disregard even 
their harsh croaking ; will He, then, (asks Bp. Home,) " in the 
day of dearth and calamity, forsake the meek and harmless dove, 
that mourneth continually in prayer before Him ?" 

5 The strength of the cavalry steed or the thews of the infan- 
try soldier, — ^these are not what win His favour. 

6 "Even so do the chilling dispensations of God's severe Pro- 
vidence come down on the Church ; forming a mantle to pre- 
serve it from the more intense cold." (Dr. Pusey : «. #.) 

' During the Captivity all the prosperity of the nation had 
been frost-bound ; — ^but when He issued His command, the de- 
solating Winter disappeared as under a thaw : and the joys of 
Spring returned. 
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19 He declares His word to Jacob, 
His statutes and judgtneni:s to Israel. 

20 He has not dealt so with any nation ; 

And as for His judgments, they know them not 
HaDeluvah. 



PSALM CXLVIII. 

1 Halleluyah. 

Praise ye the Lord, from the heaven,^ 
Praise Him in the heights.* 

2 Praise Him, all ye His angels, 
Praise Him, all His host. 

3 Praise Him, sun and moon. 
Praise Him, all ye stars of light. 

4 Praise Him, ye heaven of heavens. 
And waters that are above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
For He commanded and they were created. 

6 And he established them for ever and ever ; 
He issued a decree which shall not pass away.' 

7 Praise the Lord, from the earth,* 

Ye sea-monsters and all ocean-depths ; 

8 Fire and hail ; snow and vapour ; 
Stormy wind, performing His word. 

9 Ye mountains and all hills, 
Fruit-bearing trees and all cedars. 

1 The heavens lead the anthem ; the earth (v. 7) responds. 

« In the highest spheres of heaven : « ro?j: u-v^/tfro/g. 

8 LXX. xa; ou ffagsXgitfgra/. So E. F. and most of the ver- 
sions. Cp. Job xiv. 5. AhenrEzra and others, (comparing Jerem. 
V. 22. Ps. civ. 9), "which none transgresses." 

4 « As in heaven, so on earth hallowed be Thy name." 
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10 Te Tvlld-beast and all cattle, 
Beptile and winged fowl. 

11 Kings of the earth, and all peoples, 
Princes and all judges of the earth. 

12 Young men, and maidens also. 
Old men and striplings together : — 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord ; 
For His name alone is exalted. 

His Majesty above earth and heaven.* 

14 And He has raised up a horn for His people, a hymn 

for all His saints ; 
Even for Israel's sons, the people that is near Him.« 
Halleluyah. 

5 This order of the words, " earth and heaven," occurs only 
here and in Qen. ii. 4. 

« That have the privilege of drawing near to Him as " a 
royal priesthood." Cp. Levit. x. 3 Numb. xvi. 10. Ezek. xlii. 13. 



PSALM CXLIX. A 

1 Halleluyah. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

His praise in the congregation of saints. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him,^ 
Let Zion's sons be joyful in their King. 

A « The Church of Christ knows of no other weapons for ac- 
complishing her victory over the Kingdoms of this world than 
the two-edged sword of the Spirit and the panoply of God des- 
cribed in Eph. vi. She commits her cause to Him, who has said, 
* Vengeance is mine.' Thus understood, the Psalm may be view- 
ed as a prelude of the fuller * Halleluyah' of Rev. xix." (Dd,) 

I " Made them His peculiar people." (Scott) See notes on 
xcv. 6 and c. 3. Cp. the use of amh in 1 Sam. xii. 6. 
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3 Let them praise His name in the dance, 

With timbrel and harp let them make melody to Him. 

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in His people. 
He will beautify the meek with salvation. 

5 Let the saints exult in glory, 

Let them sing aloud on their beds.^ 

6 Let high praises of God be in their mouth,' 
And a two-edged sword in their hand ; 

7 To execute vengeance on the nations. 
Correction on the peoples ; 

8 To bind their kings with chains, 
And their nobles with iron fetters ; 

9 To execute on them the judgment that is written :* 
— Such honour^ belongs to all His saints I 
Halleluyah. 

2 Let the glory light up their retirement; so that their 
couches, once wet with tears, shall now witness their songs. 

3 Hebr, "Throat." See IsaL Iviii. 1. 

* * Written ' especially in Deut xxxii. 40, ff., and IsaL xlv. 14 ; 
(from which latter passage the wori Ziqqim in i;. 8 is, perhaps, 
taken.) Geier (in PoU Syn,) observes : " Vindictam sument, 
non secundum cerebri proprii aut camis impetuosss dictamen, 
veriim secundum regulas limitesque juris scripti Divini" 

5 This subjugation of the world to God shall not be effected 
by earthly power or carnal weapons ; it is given to the meek {v. 4) 
and holy {w. 5, 9.) 



PSALM CL. 
1 Halleluyah. 
Praise God in His sanctuary/ 
Praise Him in the firmament of His power.^ 

1 In His earthly sanctuary. 

^ The broad expanse of heaven, in which His power is so 
manifest. 
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2 Praise Him for His mighty acts : 

Praise Him according to His abounding greatness. 

3 Praise Him with sound of clarion, 
Praise Him with psaltery and harp. 

4 Praise Him with timbrel and dance, 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. 

5 Praise Him with clear-toned cymbals, 
Praise Him with joyous-toned cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that has breath' praise the Lord : 
Halleluyah.* 

3 LXX. <ratfa fl'vo^. 

* " As the life of the believer, and the history of the Chur«h, 
so also the Psalter, after all its * Cries out of the depths^ issues in 
HaUeluyM^ (HengaU) 
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ABDmONAL NOTES ON CERTAIN PAS8A0BS. 

§ 1. On Psalm Ylll. 

There wovli have been less likelihood of mistake as to the 
precise meaning of this Psalm, if interpreters had remarked tire 
connexion of the ninth verse with the aix that precede it. They 
would then have seen more olearly that its subject is not God's 
glory as displayed in the heavens, but His grace as exhibited in 
His 80 richly endowing man, and making even the weak and 
simple among men to triumph over the proud and defiant. We are 
not^ therefore, to compare this Psalm with the first stanza of 
P^. xix ; but rather with xxi. ^ 14, cxiii. 5, 6, and cxliv. 1. 10. 

The tendency of vv. 3 and 4, as commonly quoted, is to crv^h 
man ; to make him feel his nothingness in the presence of the 
numberless orbs revealed by Astronomy. The drift of the Psalm, 
however, is just the reverse ; to show the digmty oli man. That 
80 much condescending bounty should have been lavished on 
man by Him who made the starry Heavens ; — this was what 
drew forth the Psalmist's praises. 

How incomparably is our knowledge of that condescension 
enhanced by the feet of the Incaniatumy and of all the conse- 
quences that are to follow from that fact. Man made the lord 
of this lower world ;-^this was the Psalmist's theme. Man 
ennobled in the Person of the ascended Son of Man, sitting on 
His Mediatorial throne till " all things are put under Him ; — 
this is the truth, in illustration of which the Apostle quotes 
ft;. 6, 6. (See Hebr. ii 6, 1 Cor. xv. 24.) 

2 D 
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The remit of astronomical science is to elevate our ideas of 
the magnificence of the Divine power. Of itself it can neith^ 
confirm nor invalidate the teaching of religion. This mnst rest 
on its own proper evidence. Bnt when the facts of religion hav^ 
been established, then our view of the inezhaostible grandenr 
of the Creator comes in to deepen our sense of His redeeming 
love ;— a *^ love that indeed passeth knowledge," (Epb. iiL 10,) 
— ^which is not to be grasped by mere science^ though apprehend- 
ed and believed in by holy love. 

^ % On the rendering of Pm. XI. 7. 

The translation given in the text agrees with the £. Y. Most 
of the versions adopt the same construction ; thus the Vvlg, 
following the LXX. has, ^ sequitotem vidit vultus qus." So too 
Kimchi, Calvin, Oeier, Hengst^ and others. 

In the former edition of this version the line was rendered ; 
"The upright shall behold His face ;" which undoubtedly 
harmonizes better (1) with xvii. 15 and oxL 14 ; (op. Revel. xxxL 
5 ;) (2) with the general use of panim as the chfect of sight ; (3) 
with the idea of " the light of God's face," (iv. 7 ; xliv, 4, etc.) 

Yet after fuU weight has been allowed to these reasons, the 
rendering adopted in the text seems required both by the general 
tenor of the Psalm and by the syntax of the passage itself. 

Perhaps, too, we may easily err in seeking after too rigorous a 
uniformity in the use of words, especially in lyrical poetry. 
Certainly in Cant i. 6 ( " beoause the sun kath looked upon me,") 
we have the same verb applied to the euny which occurs twice in 
the Book of Job in reference to the eye, (Job xx. 9. x^^viii. 7.) 

May it not be that panim is here used, because ^endyinC had 
been used in v, 4, where the reference was to God's severelif 
scrutinising eye ? Here His countenance looks complaceMly on that 
which has stood the foregoing ordeal. 

§ 3. On the Various Reading in Ps, XXII. 17. 

It deserves to be noticed that Justin in his dialogue with the 
acute Jew, Trypho, uses the verb, w^ugav : that Cyprian in his 
Treatise against the Jews (bk. II.) has effoderunt : and Tertullian 
{adv. Marc, III. 19) fodenint. 

Symmachus ( followed as usual by Jerome ) made the word 
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signify :— " They fastened" : (whether fixemnt or vinxerunt be 
the correct reading.) He therefore as well as Trypho and Aqnila, 
.must have read yy^2 \ — which seems to prove that up to the end 
of the 2nd Century the modern Jewish reading was unknown. 

On the other hand the Masora recognizes *'}^?J^ as an esta- 
blished reading ; ( though both the Little Masora on Ps. xxii. 17 
and the Glossary at the end of the Great Masora assert, that the 
word is not here to be taken in the sense of " like a lion." ) Yet 
R. Jacob ben Chayim the compiler of the Great Masora says s 
** In some carefully written copies I have seen IIKD i^i the text 
and HKD in the margin." The reading is still found in two un- 
doubted Jewish MSS., (Kennic. 39, De Rossi- 337,) and is adopted 
by Ewald, who remarks ; *' Zu lesen ist am leichtesten im perf. 
11K wofur viele geschichtliche Beweise sioh geben lassen." 

As regards the form ^^"^^,9 ^* resembles '"^^^.^ in IZech. xiv. 
10 ; (cp. Prov. xxiv. 7, and Hos. x. 14.) It is possible that the 
change of the 1 for > was at first accidental, as in ^Kt^^, Ezra x. 44 ; 
(where the Qeri is 1Ht&^). 

^ A, On ike SeptuagirU rendering of Pe, XL. 7. 

The Vulgate^ Si/mnL, and 7*heod., have all erred in rendering 
one of the words literally, but not the other. AquUa and Jerome, 
are consistent in one way, by rendering both words literally ; the 
LXX. in another, by giving the effective meaning of the words. 
How correctly they estimated this, has beeh already shown in 
the note ; and may be further illustrated by Rosenmuller's 
summary of the purport of the passage, " Sacrificia non mora- 
tur ; sed ipsum hominem requirit." 

§ 5. 0» /^ higher reference of Pealm XLV. 

Those moderns, who make the psalm refer to the marriage of 
Solomon, fall below the level of even Jewish expositors : several 
of whom clearly refer it to Messiah. Thus in th*; following ex- 
amples, taken from SchOttgen's ZTorcp Hebr, et Tcdm, (vol. II. 
p. 234 :) 

(a) The Targum on v, 3 has : " Thy beauty, King Messiah 
m greater than that of the sons of men " 

(h) The commentary Sohar (on Oenes, coL 604,) says of v, 14. 
^ By the Ki'ng'a daughter is meant the Israelitic OhurcL" 
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For the tdtimate interpretation of the Psahu, a camptadsoa 
should he made of ReveL XIX ; where the announcement of the 
"• marriage supper of the Lamb" is at once followed by the vision 
of the ^Faithful and True making war in righteousness.'* 

§ 6. (>» St. PcmTs applieatum of Psalm LXVIII. 18. 

The prinuury sense of the v, appears to be : ^ Thou, QoD, — ^who 
earnest down to the help of lowly Zion, making it thereby more 
glorious than stately Bashan, or terrific Sinai, — ^Thoudisplayedst 
Thy irresistible power ; Thou triumphedst over all Thy foes ; 
and now art again ascended to Thy kix^y Throne ; but not 
until first Thou hadst provided for the permanence of Thy earth- 
ly sanctuary, receiving gifts for it among men,— onoe rebdlious^ 
but now acknowledging Thy sway ; that so Thy presence, O 
Eternal and Almighty Lord, (Yah Elokim) might have an abid- 
ing home upon earth." 

The LXX. has iXajSi ; dojukttra h d»^M^te>. St. Paul, applying 
the passage to that triumph of Divine Lov^ in which all other 
exhibitions of His condescending mercy to man were summed 
up, — ^the Ascension of the Lord Jedus, — gives in plain and direct 
terms what was only imptied in the original ; idoixi 66fiara h 
&¥^^tavoii. It is, however, to be observed that the Targum has 
the same rendering : " Thou gavest (KiliiT) gifts to the sons 
of men.' 

§ 7. On the Septwxgint rendering of Fs, LXXIIL 25. 

It is difficult to see how the LXX. oould have got va^& eov 
from the Hebrew ; yet this reading must have been old and 
general, as the Vulg, has " a Te." 

I cannot doubt, however, that the original text was ^a^d SOL 
This,— probable in itself— is made all but certain by the fact that 
Tjay is actually so rendered in Ps. xxxvi. 1(\ xxxix. 13, cxxx. 4, 
and in Job xl. 16. This reading would give the same sense as 
Mr. Keble's version, quoted in the note in I 

Cp. St. Paul's «-a^<i rf> 0if) in 1 Cor. vii. 24 ; the argument 
of which is : "If you are abiding mth Ood, — in His home,— 
what matters it whether you be hi^ or low m this world's 
esteem V^ 



§ 8. The right interpretation of Ps. LXXXIV. 6, 

The aUeffimeai reference assigned to *< mesiUoth " in the note^ 
in ly is, I think, made quite certain by a farther comparison of 
Isai. li. 7,. 11 ; where in i;. 7 we have, am torathi hMbam, '' the 
people in whoee heart is MY LAW ;" whilst in v, 11 we have a 
description of the pilgrims' arrival in Zion in the veiy words of 
ch. XX xY. 10. So that Isai. zxxv. 8 and li. 7, when put toge- 
ther, (and thej are most closely bound together by the pro- 
phet himself) give a full interpretation of Fb Ixxxiv. 5. 

It needs scarcely be pointed out that this confirms the allego- 
rical interpretation of v. 3 given in the note in I, 

^9. On the VaUey of Weeping, (Baca) in Ps. LXXXIV. 6. 

The allegorical character of the language, emek hablakhOy is 
illustrated by the similar expression, emeh akhor, in Hos. ii. 17. 

The dreary, desert, valley, through which none could pass 
without bitter suffering and tears, should be cheered by the 
starting forth of refreshing fountains. Here again we derive 
help from a comparison of Isai. xxxv, «, 7. 

% 9*. On the rendering of Ps. CIIL 11. 

The translation of ^y, in the second line of the verse, (viz, 
•* over" instead of E. V. *' towards,"; may be illustrated by these 
lines of Longfellow : — 
" And over all is the sky, the clear and crystalline heaven. 
Like the protecting hand of God inverted above them." 

§ 10 The pious believer finding matter of praise even in the 
"" terrible majesty' of God : (Note on Ps. CIV. 32.) 

Few readers ( I trust) will be displeased with me for quoting 
an illustrative example from the Letters of that upright-hearted 
missionary, Ziegenbalg. 

" The 27th we reached the Spanish seas, whose towering billows 
received us very stoutly ; the ship seeming as it were carried 
through a deep vale betwixt two lofty mountains. The sight we 
had of the marvellous works of God did not a little cheer up 
our spirits. And the more the storms and roarings of the seas 
broke in upon us, the more increased the joy and praise of God 
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in our mouths ; laeeing we have such a potent and poweifol 
Lord for our Father, whom we may daily approach, and, as con- 
fident children, put up our prayers and petitions to Him." ( Let- 
<«r«,PartI; p. 3.) 

§ 11 On the force of Zalaphah in Fe. CXIX. 63. 

Gesenius renders it. "asstus irsB." But almost all the beet 
commentators agree that the meaning is either "horror'* or 
" deep grief." Thus Calvin ; " Terror apprehendit ine : v. hie du- 
plioem sensum admittit ; vel quod graviter vulnercUiu fuerit 
Propheta, legem Dei violari cemens ab impiis ; vel quod 
eorum ejoiixan. exhomierit Nam quod alii arcforew vertunt, non 
tam apte fiuit." And Bellannin ; " Magna charitatis indicium est 
contremiscere, ardere, deficere ex misericordia erga peccatores 
vel ex dolore offensionis divined ; nam de utraque defectione v. 
iste potest exponi." The LXX. have d^vfiid (—"depression of 
mind.") The word " defectio" used in the Vulg. signifies, liter- 
ally, "swooning away." Corderius {t. III. p. 424) gives the 
following lively explanation of its force : " It is as if the Psalmist 
looking around him on Ufe, saw men rejecting the guidance of 
right reason, throwing overboard the Divine pilot and borne 
rs^idly across the sea of wickedness towaxds the breakers and 
quick-sands ; and, whilst he sees this the thick mist of horror 
falls on him and hefain^ avxiyP 

A scholiast in Cbrd (IIL 420) says: "The sinner looks on 
godliness as matter for mirth ; but the godly man looks on sin 
as a horrible thing [^f/xrov], because he foresees the fearful 
nature of its punishment." While 'Didym\ui(ibid.) says : "We 
ought then to grieve (XvinTffyat) over our erring brethren." 

This meaning harmonises much better than that of anger with 
the generial tone of the Psalm : as, e. g. at v, 136. "My eyes run 
down in streams of water, because men keep not Thy law ;" and 
at V. 168 : "I beheld the revolters and was grieved^ 

And surely our consciences side with the couplet (Trench's 
SoMniHon, &c.) which says ; 

" Oh leave to God at sight of sin incenged to be ! 
Sinner, if thou art grieved, that is enough for thee." 

The other meaning seems to have been adopted on incorrect 
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etymologioal reasons. ^^ZoAqfahi^ is no doubt from zoaf; but 
this is used frequently in the sense of ^sad, gloomy, trouUed, 
dejected, or disconsolate ;'' — see Gen. zL 6. 1 Kings zz. 43. D«!i» 
i. 10. 1 see no ground for supposing that the rwxkh tOqfoth of Ps. 
xi. 6 referred specifically to the lywrning wind or 9amo(ym ; rather 
it is etymologieaU^ "the wind of terrors;" — as Aben-Slzra and 
Eimchi give it. 

The Arabic and Syriac both have ** sadness." 

It is observable that the idea of heatf which in European lan> 
guages is so much connected with the feeling of anger, is in 
Asiatic languages associated also mih distress axid grief :—^, g. 
\5t^ is explained by Haughton ; " 1. Heat. 2. Fever. 3. Distress, 
sorrow, pain, mental agony." 



^vpennix M. 

ON SELAH AND OTHER UNTRANSLATED TERMS. 

§ 1. On the meaning of Selah. 

The general sense of the term was well given by the S/a-vJ/aX/ifca 
of the LXX. ; if, as seems probable, this was intended to denote a 
suspension of the singing, during which the instrtimental muiic 
performed a symphony unaccompanied by words. Its most pro- 
bable etymology is from ^^D> to elevate ; (cp. Ps. Ixviii. 6 ;) so 
that it was, in effect, a musical ^Swrsmn, Corda^^ 

It occurs in 39 of the Psalms : viz. 

Once ; in 7, 20, 21, 44, 47, 48, 60, 64, 60, 61, 76, 81, 82, 83, 86, 
143. 

Twice; in 4, 9, 24, 39, 49, 62, 66, 67, 69, 62, 67, 76, 84, 87, 88. 

Three times; in 3, 32, 46, 66, 68, 77, 140. 

Four tim>es ; in 89. 

It occurs always in the middle, not at the beginning or end, of 
a psalm ; except in Pss. 3, 9, 24, 46, where it is foimd at the end. 
But it is observable that 3 and 4, 9 and 10 are pairs; while 24 
and 46 were festival hymns, and so, probably, were sung in con- 
nexion with other hymns. 

Some writers have thought that SeiUih always constitutes a 
Section in the Psalm, in which it occurs. This, however, is in- 
correct. Very frequently, where there is a change or break in 
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the Faolm, a sympkony m naturally inserted ; (see, e. g,f zzxii. 7, 
zlhr. a. zlvL 4, 8. 1. e. Izzzix. 6, 38, 46, 49 :) but there are several 
instanoeB of its ooourring^ where soaroely any break is traceable ; 
(e. g. in xz. 4. zzL 3. Ixunr. 3 ;) and in not a few it is quite mani- 
fetft that there is no seotion or stanxardivision at all, sometimeB 
not even a Terse-division ; see especially,— as inttantios crueigf — 
Iv. 8, 20. Ivil 4, Ixviii. 8, 33. IxxxviiL 8, 11. 

The eflfect of the inserted symphony, in leading the thoughts 
to dwell upon the sentiment that has preceded is generally very 
striking. It should be remarked, too, that in some cases of 
rugged. construction the Sehh at once sofbens the harshness of 
the ex^Hreaaion, and deepens the solemnity of the idea to be con- 
veyed. Instances of this are supplied by xziv. 6. xxxix. 6. xlix. 
14 Iv. 20. Ivii. 4. lix. 14. Ix. 6. Ixviii. 20. Ixxxviii. 11. Ixxxix. 38. 
cxL9. 

In one place (ix. 17) Selah is found preceded by the word Hig- 
gauni; (cp. xciL 4.) As ^EiggaiorC^ in Ps. xix. 16 is applied to 
the *^ meditation of the heart," the meaning of the combination 
is probably, " a grave, suhdtted, symphony." 

§ 2. On the probable meaning of certain words in the Titles. 

(a) Neginotk: (4, 6, H W, 67, 76). Neginath, (61). "Stringed 
instruments *' 

(6) iVficA»fof A (5). "Flutes." 

ip) Sheminith, (6, 12). The "octave." To be sung in Bass :— 
aW ottfwa bassa, 

(d) AUmoth; (46\ The contrast of the preceding: ^Treble 
voices." 

(6) Shiggaion, (7). " Wandering ode ;*'— comprising a great va- 
riety of emotions rapidly succeeding each other. Ewald : "Dithy- 
ramb." 

(f) OittUk (8. 81, 84). " The tune (or mode) of Goth:' 

ig) MiUhrlabbm. (9). lit. "Death to the Son :'*— probably the 
py-mft of some well known Tune. 

(A) Mikhtam. (16, 66—60). LXX, (rnjXoy^f la. PerhapB,« 
"/Sott^^iw^^^yfo Ode: "—written in bold, trenchant, style. This 
appears, at any rate, to be the character of all the six Psahns. 

(t) MoiHL (32, 42, 44, 46, 62—66, 74^ 78, 88, 89, 142). "Psahn 
of Inttrt^etion^ or Admcmtioii, or Diicipline:* It can scarcely be 



a mere accident thai the first of these psalms has at v. 8 aahiX- 
ekha. " I will instruct thee ;" (cp. note on the Title of XLsSi.) 

(j) Yeduthum : (39, 62. 77). A Precentor so called ; and per* 
haps a tune named after him. 

(k) ShoBhannim (46, 69, 80). " Lilies ;"— probably, the name of 
the melody ; the fuUer form of which may have been, **<^Aan- 
nim eduth," (80) or *" ShoshanrMtUhT (60)=»"Pure as lilies is the 
Testimony ;" (cp* xix. 8.) — It is not easy, however, to see how 
the same melody would be appropriate to the exultant 45 and 
the plaintive 69 and 80. 

(I J MaekakUh (53) and, more fuUy ; MachcUath le-^nnoth (88). 
** Moumfulness of himiiliation." Delitzsch says ; " equivalent to 
arhdarUe Tneito^ 



ON THE CJONCEPnON OP THE WOAD NEFESH, 

The essential parts of the notion associated by the Hebrew 
Flsalmists with the term Nefesh have been already exhibited in the 
notes on xxii. 20. cxxxi. 2. But the foUowiz^ remarks may give 
additional clearness to the conception. 

(1.) The nefeah is that part of man's constitution in virtue of 
which he is susceptible of the joys and pleasures, the sorrows 
and pains, of earthly life ; — comprising the afifections, emotions, 
and desires. Hence it is apt to sink and droop under aMction ; 
and to lie as a burden upon the spirit of the believer, tempting 
him to anxiety, querulousness, and infidelity ; even as (to borrow 
Hengstenberg*s exceUent remark on xlii. 5,) Job's wife tempted 
her lord. 

(2 ) Hence the use of the preposition ^J^, when speaking of the 
Nefesh as lying dejected and prostrate upon the nobler prin- 
ciple. See xlii. 6, 7, 12. xliii. 5. cxxxi. 2. In this last place 
hardly any commentator seems to have given the full force of 
the figure. Even Delitzsch, whose psychological view of the mat- 
ter is correct, says simply ; ''ist in mir meine Seele." 

In cxlii. 4, and cxliii. 4, the '^ruoAA** itself is seen thus droop- 
ing. This is contrary to the ordinary usage : but may be 
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explained by the supposition of the spirit's being weighed down 
for the time by sympathy with the " weaker vessel". Compare 
in this respect the words of Hugo St Victor, {pp. Corder. 1. 1, 
p. 789,) who makes the spirit address the soul thus : " Quia tibi 
per naturalem aflfectum conjunctus sum, in tui turbatione ego 
inturbatus esse non possum." 

(3.) In xlii. 6, 12, xliii. 5, the verb hamah is employed to 
represent the restless fretting and tossing of the peevish and 
despondent soul. In xlvi. 4 the same verb is applied to the 
tossing waves of the Sea. (So too in Isai. xvii. 12. li. 15. Jer. 
li. 55, etc.) 

Bemarkably illustrative of this imagery is the view held by 
modem linguists (as R. Von Raumer, in Delitzsch's Psychologies 
p. 118 ; Max Muller, Science of Lang, p- 366 ;) that the words 
Soul and Sea^ in German Seele and See^ in Gothic saivaUi and 
taivsy are from the same root si or «t9,= ctluy to shake : — bo 
that the sea is the "troubled and tossing water," and the Smd 
the inward sea, heaving to and fro with the gales of emotion. 



ON VERBAL IJNK8 OF CONNEXION BETWEEN ODNBBCUTIVE P8ALM8, 

This is a subject that would repay a fuller inquiry than can 
be here entered upon. — ^The following instances are adduced as 
specimens only. 

Bss. i and ii form a pair, beginninigand ending with askr%y. In 
i. 6 we have derekh tov%d; in ii. 12 tovedu derekk. 

In iii. 6 we have shakavti; in iv. 9 eshkevah. 

In V. 6 and vi. 9 we have po&IS aven. 

The connexion between vii, viii, and ix has already been alluded 
io in the Note A at p. 12. 

Between ix and x the union is very close. — Cp. especially ix. 10 
and X. 14^ (where the unusual phrase pnSl n)D]f occurs); 
ix. 19, 21, and x. 17, 18. etc. 

The numerous points of connexion between xvi and xvii were 
noticed at p. 29. 

The tauri of xix. 15 looks back to xviii. 3, 32. 
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Similar instances might be easily multiplied. (Cp, the notes 
at pp 51, 66, 68, 70, 76, 84, 100, 125, 252, 256.) 

The foDowing additional instances may suffice ; — 
xxviii. 8 — xxix. 11 ; xliii. 2 — ^xliv. 10, 24 ; xliv. 4, 7— xlv. 4, 5 ; 
Ixi. 4— Ixii. 8, 9 ; Ixii. 8— Ixiii. 3 ; Ixv. 2— Ixvi 13 ; Ixxiii. 18— 
Ixxiv. 3 ; Ixxxv. 11 — ^Ixxxvi. 15 : xci, 8-!-xcii. 12 ; xcv. 3 — 
xcvi. 4 : cvi. 47--cYii. 3. cxlii. 4— cxliii. 4 ; cxlviii. 14— cxlix. 9. 



ON THE IMPRECATORY (OR COMMINATORY) PSALMS. 

Christians, who have listened to their Divine Master praying 
for his murderers, are often perplexed when they read Psalms 
like the 35th, 69th , and 109th, which breathe so stem and, it 
might even seem, ^andictive a spirit. 

A few remarks on this point may not be out of plaoe. 

1, Perhaps no better key to the unlocking of this difficulty 
can be found, than 2 Chron. vi. 22, 23. Solomon is praying 
there that God's merdea may rest upon the House be had built. 
In this prayer for mercies, he speaks thus : " If a man sin 
against his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to make 
him swear, and the oath come before Thine altar in this house ;-^ 
Then hear from heaven, and do, and judge Thy servants, by requit- 
ing the wicked, by recompensbig his way upon his own head; — cmd 
by justifying the righteous, by giving him according to his righte- 
ousness." 

The mercy here prayed for evidently was, that the cause of 
the unjust might not triimiph over that of the righteous ; that 
Providential events might justify the righteous and punish the 
wicked. 

There was certainly nothing vindictive in this prayer of 
Solomon's. What he prayed for lay, in fact, at the very basis 
of the Israelitic theocracy. For vice to triumph would have 
been to allow "the foundations" of the social fiabric to "be cast 
down." Such a result would have thrown a stumbling-block in 
the way of the pious, (Ixxiii ,) would have shaken the grounds 
of men's belief in a righteous Governor and Judge pf the Wqrld, 
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(Iviii. 11, Ixiv. 9,) and would have encouraged the wicked to 
continue boldly in their infidelity, (x. 12.) 

2. This inference as to the absence of vindictive feeling, may be 
further illustrated by the language employed by David in 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 12 — 15. After he had spared his bitter enemy and malig* 
nant persecutor, when accident had placed him entirely in hia 
power, he addressed him thus : " The Lord judge between me 
and thee, aud the Lord avenge me of thee ; but mine hand shall 
not be upon thee. ... The Lord therefore he judge, and judge be- 
tween me and thee, and see, and plead my cavm, and vindicate me 
<nu of thy hand^ To the man who spoke and acted thus, we 
might well apply even the words, which St. Peter used in speak- 
ing of the meekness of the Divine Suflferer ; " He comniitted 
himself to Him that judgeth righteously." ( 1 Pet. ii, 23.) 

To appreciate David's conduct we must remember that Saul 
knew (1 Sam. xxiv. 20,) that David was appointed by God to 
succeed him as king : so that Saul, in his hostility to him, was 
defying God Himself. And this defiance he carried so ftir that 
in the preceding year he had authorised Doeg, the Edomite, to 
slay eighty-five ministering priests, and massacre the whole popu- 
lation of the priestly city of Nob, merely because Ahimelecb 
had done a eftsual act of kindness to David. 

W^s there not enough in all this to warrant David in praying 
that God, the righteous judge, would interfere, and bring " the 
wickedness of the wicked to an end, and establish the just,*' 
(Ps. vii. 9 ) ? 

3. It is to be remarked that, in the very strongest of the impre- 
catory Psalms, there is plain evidence that the Psalmist acted with 
eminent forbearance and meekness, — and even with love. Thus 
in Ps. XXXV ; " Wrongful witnesses stand up : they question me 
about things that I know not. They reward me evU for good, to 
the desolating of my soul. As for me, when they fell sick, my 
clothing was sackcloth ; I afflicted my soul with fasting : and 
my prayer— it returns into my o^vn bosom.*' In Ps. Ixix ; " That 
which I had never taken, did I then make good. ... 1 wept out 
my soul with fasting ; and that was turned unto reproaches 
against me." And in cix : " In retwmfor my love they persectUe 
m& ; and I am all prayer. And they laid evil vpon me in return 
for good ;and hatred for my good-wUV* 
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l^iMflAges like these show that the contest was nopendfuxlone ; 
it was a straggle between hardened wickedness, sinning with a 
high hand, and upright, meek, unoffending piety, ^scorned, be- 
cause it make God its refuge," (xiv. 6.) The very eiistence of 
the "fiuthful" remnant in Israel was imperilled (xii. 1.). Was 
iniquity, then, to triumph even here in God's heritage ? Was 
that one luminous spot on this dark globe again to be added on to 
th» domains of evil ? Was ^ God's turtlenlove to be surrendered 
to the horde of passion** (Ixxiv. 20) ? Were utterly unprincipled 
men to oppress by force or circiunvent by fraud, and was no sign 
of God*8 righteous indignation to be displayed ? Was He not to 
be invoked to defend the right, and to '^ set the stamp of guilt 
upon ftin" (Ijrix. 27) ? Was no standard to be set up around 
which the adherents of God's truth might rally ? Would God 
** not avenge Hid own elect" ( Luke xviii. 7) ? If so^ then would 
the people of the Theocracy have been less favoured than the 
generality of heathen races ; amongst whom P^videniial retri- 
bution onimpiotis pride and violence was confidently looked 
for by the more religious class <rf minds. ( See, e. g^ Soph. (Ed, 
Tyr, 882-902. %} yik^ ai rotdtht ^^a^$tg rifMaij T/ dt7fM ^o^s^fiy ;) 

4. Again ; — ^the pervading tone of these psalms is represented 
by passages like the following: "Let them faU into their ovm 
mares ; " — ( as Haman, for instance, did) ; — or " He clad himself 

with cursing as mih his robe; So be it to him as the 

garment he robes himself with,^ * This retribution is a very aw- 
ful thing ; but it is righteous. The charitable and Ibng-siiffering 
apostle says so : " Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you.*' (2 Thess. 
i. 6) "For what soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
(Gal vi. ?.) Does not ruitwal equity itself say so ? 
" Nee lex estjtistior uUa 
Quam necis artifices arte perire suft. " 

6. This desire of seeing the wilful and persistent sinner punish- 
ed is no way inconsistent with a yet stronger desire for his omened 

* The fact of sach retribution is witnessed to by the Turkish prove)rl> ; 
<* Corses ever oome home to roost. ** 

2 £ 
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metU. Oa Uie oontnury, ibepuiiialiiBent is viewied as a memu to 
his refiomatioB. ^ Bxeak Thoa the arm of the wicked and bad 
man : So $ghm Thtm ingniregt into kUwMbMit^ Thou 9ktlUfind 
fume.'* <x.lfit.) 

Church History saj^lies us with a portrait^ in^diich the union 
cf these feelings is well exhiMted. It js reoorded that when G»- 
sarins of Aries suffered injorious treatment finwi any <kf his 
enemiesi his {iraetioe was to pray on such a pecs^*s behalf ¥rith 
great fervency, saying ; '^May Qod pardon thy Bins ! May God 
•take thy sins away. Jfa^ God pumsk thjf mmin order that ikey 
fma^ notdeaoeto thM. May God oorroct thy wsom m this world !" 
(Neaoder's JiemoriaUy p. 367, £. Tr.) 

Singularly has this mode of viewing the subject been confirm- 
ed by the conclusions of modem reformatory philanthropy. ** If 
the [sentimentaUste] cast righteous retribution for the past out 
of their penal i^eodas, they abandon one of the most powerftil 
means whidi Qod has created for arousing that * godly sorrow/ 
which is the first beginning and the only safe foundation for a 
genuine reformation of character." (Bevd. W. L. Clay, The Pri- 
9(m ChapkUn^ p. 365.) 

6. One more question remains ; — How far or in what sense, is 
a Christian authorized to use these Psalms ? — ^The answer may 
be summed up in the following remarks : 

(a) To use them vindictively would be opposed to the spirit 
of the 0. T. itself, (see above ; and cp. Job zxzi. 29, ff.; Prov. 
jOL. 22. xxiv. 17, 18, 29. xxv. 21.) 

(b) It is conceivable that special circumstances, national or 
ecclesiastica], might arise, In which some of these Psalms might, 
from a theocratical point of view, be used without ii\jury to 
Christian Charity. Thus lifilton's sonnet, « Avenge, Lord, 
Thy slaughtered saints," contains several awful echoes of these 
Bsalms. 

(c) When such passages occur in the order of public worship, 
they should rouse us to think of the fearful consequences of un- 
repented sin. This is not less the teaching of the N. T, than of 
the 0. T. ** Our God is a consiuning fire," is the warning given 
by that epsUe, in which the tender love of the High Priest of 
the human race is most largely set forth : (Hefar. zii. 26 ; cp. 
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X. d7, 31, xii 25. Bom. i. 12. iL 5. GaL i. 0. v. 12. 2 Tim. iv. 14. Bey. 
vi 16, 17.) And observe that the very severest of these Psalms, 
xzxv, zli, Iziz, ciz, are quoted in the N. T. 

Sin is an utterly hateful thing. Sin must be banished from 
God's universe : must be exterminated. The necessitj felt by 
the saints who lived under the theocracy, for using such terrible 
prayers should make us careful to see that we have none of the 
accursed thing deaving to us. 

^ When any of you," says Csdsarius, '^is singing the verse of the 
Psalm where it is said, * Let the proud be put to shame,' (cxix. 
78) let him be earnest to avoid pride, that he may escape ever- 
lasting shame. When we sing ; * Thou wilt destroy all them that 
are seduced away from Thee,' (bdiL 27), let us strive to escape 
from all evil desires ; and as often as sinners are cursed in thei 
Pisalms, let us endeavour to flee from sin, lest we be found to 
curse ourselves with our own mouth." (In the App. to vol. Vj 
of St Augustine's Works ; p. 335 F, 336 A.) 
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